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CHAPTER I. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE District. 


1. Name of the district—The district of Ranchi is the largest of the five 
districts, which constitute the division of Chota Nagpur. It has an urea of 
nearly 7,104 square miles and a population,.according to the Census of 1901, 
of 1,187,925 souls. 

Ranchi takes its name from @ small villago now called purana Ranchi 
which was one of the hamlets of which the present station was originally 
composed. In the earliest reference to the tract, which corresponds to the 
present district of Ranchi and neighhouring parganas, it ia called Jharkhand, 
or the forest tract. From an early poriod, probably from the 15th or 16th 
century, the area corresponding to the present district and pargana Tori of 
Palamau district was known ag Chota Nagpur. The following description, 
is taken from Hamilton’s Gazetteer of Hindustan (1815) :— 


“ Nagpur (Chuta):—A district in the southern extremity of the Behar Province 
situated principally between the 22nd and 23rd degreos of north latitude. To the north 
it is bounded by Ramgarh and Palamau; to the south by the independent district of 
Gangpur; to the east it has Ramgarh and Singhbhum; and to the west Palamau and 
Jashpur. ‘he ancient Hindu province of Gundwana borders thie district on the southern, 
eastern, and western quarters; and the district was probably one of the latest conquests 
effected by the Muhammadans in this part of Hindustan. A very great proportion of the 
inhabitants are consequently of the old Hindu persuasion. 


The surface of the country is hilly, but not mountainous, and generally much covered 
with jungle, Under the Moghul Government it was longa frontier Government, but 
partially subdued and ocoupiod by native zamindars, who were little interfered with eo long as 
they paid the revenue stipulated. It still continues one of the wildest and least cultivated 
of the Company’s districts, and from its want of inland navigation will probably never 
be s country of much export. Like other hilly districts, Chota Nagpur contains the 
the sources of many streams, but they attain to no magnitude until they quit its limits, 
The soil is in many parts highly impregnated with iron, which might be procured in consi- 
derable quantities, but can be imported from Europe at so moderate an expense, that its 
production here is no object. This district is distinguished by the term chwéa (little), to 
distinguish it from the other Nagpur possessed by the Bhonslah Mabratta family. The 
name Nagpur indicated that in the opinion of the natives the territory contains diamonds.” 


It is probable that the explanation given of the appellation Chutia or 
Yhuta is not correct. The village Chutia, which is situated near the present 
headquarters of the district, is reputed to be the seat of the original resi- 
dence of the Nagbansi Rajas. It was at one time a plece of considerable 
importance, and it scoms likely that the name of the principal town Chutia 
was added to the name of the tract, to distinguish it from the more important 
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Nagpur of the Bhonslah Rajas. The name Chutia in course of time was 
corrupted into Chota,from a mistaken idea of its original meaning. 

When the South-West Frontier Agency was established in 1834, the 
headquarters of the Chota Nagpur district and the area corresponding to the 
present district of Palamau was established at Lohurdaga, and the district 
consequently came to be known as Lohardaga. In 1892, Palamau with 
pargana ‘lori was formed into a separate district, and in 1899 the name of the 
remaining portion of the district ot Lohardaga was changed to Ranchi. From 
about 1834, the whole div'sion came to be known as Chota Nagpur. 

2. The South-West Frontier Agency.—The present district of Ranchi was 
included in the Souti West Frontier Agency which was established in 1834 
with headquarters at Kishanpur, a village at present included within the 
limits of the town of Ranchi. The headquarters of Lohardaga district was 
transferred to Kishanpur in 1842, and in 1854 the head of the Agency, 
who was then known as the Agent to the Governor-General, became the 
Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur division. From that date, the division 
has been administered as a non-regulation province with Ranchi as its head- 
quarters, under the control of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 

3. Subdivisions thanas, and outposts.—Such information as is available 
regarding the early history of the district and the development of the 
administration will be found in Chapter III. The district is at present divided 
into three subdivisions with 18 thanas distributed as follows:— 





Weta Total area 

















Name: of:out post No. of f thana j 
Subdivision, |Namz or Tuna. | included within thana “le oF | in square | “2404 in 
: Gk au. villages. | “niles, square 
; miles. 
(| Karra ae] Seed ae gan 199: 29 
| ~ ff TAA anit 38°47 : 
Khunti —... ¢ Khunti vy Torpa a 162 276°39 61486 
| Sonahatu ; redeet 101 ie 14580 
cerned 296 482°12 Be 
Tamar Bunda {90 | 10318 | 585°30 
aaah 12 206-91 me 
c; Ghaghra {| Bishuinpey wal 67 | 236-72 |} 44363 
}|Chainpur ef kaa 200 ‘<: 408°54 
i Gumla evetee 113 208'47 406°70 
| Raidih ae 6L 198:23 
Gumla ... }| Bisai woah °:  Saeetes 157 vas 281°43 
Palkot Mees l> abate 73 ie 222°55 
Kurdeg : 72 oH 309-11 
Kochodega eit aatews 157 waa 530°10 
Kolebira sun. (| as eee 132 396°49 608-67 
| } Rano eee 93 212°18 
\| Basia Pil- ~" ceagaes 162 a2 295°65 
c Ranchi vee caries 843 449-97 
Angara aa 94 173-65 711°57 
Ormanjhi aa 91 87°95 
Silli le Loewe 111 Ba 123°29 
Sadar «+» < | Lohardaga ede 278 475°69 
: Bero wee 114 152:02 | 726°10 
Kuru aay 76 98°39 
Lapung sae | wna 7 sie 116'96 
Ll Sandee ce 188 | 19988 1 sre-04 


Burmu | 98 176-16 | 

The total area of the Gumla, Khunti, and Sadar subdivisions is, therefore 
3,504°38, 1,545°25, and 2,053'96 square miles, respectively. The total area of 
the district is 7,103'59 square miles. Under notification No. 441J., dated the 
10th January, 1905, all police outposts in the district were declared to be 
police-stations under section 4, clause (8), of the Code of Criminal Pro. 
cedure. Toorpa, Bundu, Bishunpur, Raidih, Bano, Angare, Ormanjhi, Bero, 
Kuru and Burmu are, therefore, police-stations within the meaning of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. ‘They are not thanas; but, for convenience in 
record writing, they have becn treated as thana units for the purpose of 
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the settlement records, and the thana map and indices have been prepared 
accordingly, . 

4. Topography.—The district is bounded on the north by Hazaribagh and 
Palamau, on the south by Gangpur State and Singhbhum, on the east by 
Manbhum, and on the west by Palamau, Surguja and Jashpur States. It lies 
between 22° 21’ and 23° 41’ north latitude and 84° 5’ and 85° 67’ east longitude. 
The district may be conveniently divided into three plateaus. The first and 
highest plateau comprises the north-western portion and corresponds roughly 
to the area included in thanas Chainpur, Bishunpur outpost, and west and 
north Lohardaga, The average level throughout this area exceeds 2,500 feet 
above sea level, The second or central plateau comprising the greater part 
of the district includes nearly the whole of Gumla subdivision, except the 
portion included in the first plateau, nearly the whole of the Sadar subdivision, 
and the western portion of Khunti subdivision. The average level is about 
2,000 feet, The third and lowest plateau lies in the extreme eastern and 
southern borders, where the avorage level drops to about 1,000 feet. ‘Ihe 
district is studded with ranges of low mountains or isolated hills, most of 
which are covered with a fair growth of timber. The most hilly and inacces- 
sible parts of the districts are north and west Lohardaga and north Burmu, 
and the highest hill peak is Saru, which is situated at a distance of about 20 
niles west of the town of Lohardaga. It runs to a height of 3,607 feet above 
sea level. The summits of the hills are in many places cleared so as to be 
fit for cultivation. Theso cleared areas are called “ pats”. There are many 
of these “pats” in the north-western portion of the district, which 
constitute smaller local plateaus severalsquare miles in area about 3,500 above 
sea level. They are sparsely inhabited and poorly cultivated, but the climate 
is equable all the year round. - 

5. Soils.—The village lands are divided into two classes, viz., don and 
tanr, The don lands are the terraced low lands on which rice only is grown. 
The daxr are the uplands which produce coarse rice and various rabé crops. 
The words most commonly in use in the Khunti subdivision corresponding to 
don and tanr are loyong and piri. 

The low lands occupy the bollows intervening between the continuous 
vidges of uplands. Those lands which lie at the bottom of the depression are 
known as garha, and those which are higher up are called chaura. In the five 
parganas and other parts of the Khunti subdivision, the garha and chaura don 
fields are sometimes known as daha! and bad lands, respectively. The relative 
values of the lands almost entirely depend on their position. The best rice lands 
are those which lie at the bottom of the depression, They suffer less from the 
effects of drought than any other classes, and they produce a finer rice. The 
are, of course, more liable to inundation; but, excessive flooding of the fields 
is very uncommon in Ranchi district. The don lands have been divided into 
four classes in the Settlement records, viz., 

Don J,~Land which is continually wet and grows both the ordinary 
winter rice crop and a summer rice crop known as tewa. 

Don IT,—Land which grows the winter crop, which is usually cut in 
Aghan, 

” Don ILL.—Land which grows the winter rice crop, which is usually cut in 
Kartik. 

Don 1V.—Land which grows the winter rice crop, which is cut in Bhado 
and Aswin, 

The first two classes include the lowest fields, the third class includes the 
middle terraces, and the fourth class the highest fields, which approximate to 
the tanr class. 

Only terraced fields have been classed as don. The period of harvest- 
ing is uot an absolutely correct test of the class of lands. But, 
experience has shown that it is the safest guide to a correct classification, and 
that the kinds of dan which are known as ag/ant, kartika and. bhadot are sown 
respectively in the fields, which correspond to don If, don III and don LV of 
the settlement records, It sometimes happens, however, that the rice crop, 
which grows on the highest terraces, is not harvested before Kartik. A person, 
who has experience in classification, will in this case have no difficulty in 
classifying correctly, after viewing the fields, 

‘ BQ 
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The area of land inthe district, which produces two crops of rice, is 
very small, The total recorded area of don I amounts to only 760 acres 
(1°18 square miles!, of which 330, 87, and 79 acres are situated in thanas 
Khunti, Tamar, and outpost Angara, palate 

For all practical purposes, the class, which has been recorded as don ILI, 
may be regarded as the first-class rice land of the district. The classes don III 
and IV may, therefore, be regarded as the second and third class rice lands, 
respectively. 

The uplands have been recorded in three classes, viz.,— 


Tanr I.—Land consisting of fertile upland fields lying in or near the 
village, which receive considerable quantities of manure and 
produce crops every year. The fields are generally enclosed. 

Tanr If.—Land which is more remote from the village site, and which 
is comely level and free from stones, with some depth of 
soil. 

Tanr I11,—ULand which is usually remote from the village site and is 
sloping or very stony, with little depth of soil and little or no 
capacity to retain moisture. 

The factors, which represent the respective values of these different 
classes, are approximately as follows :— 


Factor. 
Don IT... ies is ie 19 
Don III ... ses saa jas 16 
Don lV. © Ss oe Su 9 
Tanr I ww a ree 8 
Tanr ya eee eee eee 4 
Tanr II] - yy 2 


I omit don 1, as the class is comparatively insignificant. It should also be 
noted that tho relative values of danr lands vary in different parts of the 
district. For instance, the value of éanr lands in thanas Ranchi or Mandar is 
at least twice as great as that of the éanr lands which are situated in thanas 
Chainpur or Kurdeg. The former are cultivated regularly every year, and 
yield valuablo crops. The soil of the latter is much poorer, The cultivation 
is sporadic, and the yield uncertain,.._In the more remote and jungly areas, 
tanr lands are cultivated frequently only once in every two or even three years, 
As cultivation becomes more intense and the lands are moro liberally manured 
and better cultivated, this class of fanr will, no doubt, greatly improve, The 
factors given abovo represent the values of the class of ¢anr lands, which are to 
be found in such thanas as Gumla, 

6. Poverty of the soil.—The soil is generally poor in quality and suffers 
from a deficiency in organic matter. The system of cultivation is primitive, 
and manuring is not practised to a sufficient extent. It is not, therefore, sur- 
prising that the general production of tho soil is not more than half the 
average Which prevails in the districts of Behar and Bengal. From the early 
days of the British conquest, it was recognized that the district wus infertile 
and, therefore, of very inconsiderable value, as the following reference taken | 
from the supplement to the Historical and Comparative Analysis of the Finances 
of Bengal, written by Mr. Grant in 1787, will show :— 


“Tho aroa is also aometimes generally described under the appellation of Khukra, more 
commonly called Nagpur, from the diamond mines of that place, as giving most importance 
to the whole country making part of the same mountainous tract of land, barren in almost 
everything, except the most precious jewels in the world.” 


The jewels referred to are, no doubt, the diamonds, which, according to 
popular rumour, were found in large quantities in the bed of the river Sankh. 

7. Rainfall—There is very little artificial irrigation in the district. 
Some of the zamindars construct occasionally tanks and bandhe for the irriga- 
tion of their own khas (manjhihas or zirat) lands. The raiyats’ lands sometimes 
derive benefit from these reservoirs; but the great bulk of the cultivation is 
entirely dependent for its prosperity on the rainfall, The country is almost 
everywhere intersected by rivers and numerous streams; but hardly any 
attempts are made by either the landlords or the raiyats to utilize the waters 
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for irrigating the crops. Much, no doubt, could be done in this respect by the 
judicious expenditure of capital. Under present conditions, a serious failure of 
the rains means famino throughout large parts of the district, and a partial 
failure causes scarcity and distress, The water drains away from the uplands 
(¢anr) and even the higher low lands (don) with great rapidity ; and, unless the 
crops growing on these lands receive a plentiful and continuous supply of rain- 
fall, they wither and die very quickly. Owing to this fact, the villages in the 
more jungly areas, where the land has been cleared at comparatively more 
recent dates and the villagers are dependent for their food-supply on the gore 
rice grown on the uplands and higher low lands (don), are more liable to famine 
and scarcity than the villages in the more intensely cultivated areas, whero 
there are valuable stretches (dohars) of low-lying rice fields, many of which are 
moist throughout the year. In scarce years, famine areas will be generally 
found to correspond with the arcas in which the greatest proportion of the 
classes of land known as don III and don IV of the sottlement record are to be 
found, with a high proportion of ¢anr lands. The main crop is tho autumn 
and winter rice, which covers about one-third of the total cultivated area. 
The rab crops are of little importance and can never be relied on as affording 
even 4 partial substitute for the main crop of the year. In such circumstances 
the importance of a seasonable rainfall cannot be overestimated. 

‘The annual rainfall for the last ten years at different stations throughout 
the district is givea below :— 





ToTAL RAINFALL IN INCHES AT— 














Year. ES NEY es | |; "ce Rn nT nen Gumeeeead 
| rie Ranobi. hPalkot Tamar. | Gumla. | Kurdeg.| Average. 
1900... «| 65°58} 60°40} 77:36 | 67°69 tee see | 66:00 
1901. we | 54771 5487) 6655) 6079 toe 49°26 | 55°24 
1902. woe | 42°94} 48:06) 50°47} 37°60 vee 45°88 | 44:99 
1903... | 59°50 | 49°42) 62°76} 40°30) 52:59 ae 52°91 
1904... wet 73001 6364} 49°15) 64438 | 51:16, 74:97} 62-72 
1995... oe | 43°66) 49-77-) 43°82) 62°81) 46°35 | 50°97) 47:89 
1906. ee | 50-48 | 61°68} 74°06} 60°31 | 70-171 71331 64:66 
1907 ave eee | 58°32 62°56 62°09) 42°88 | 59-22 83°47 61°42 
1908. we 8427 | 55°21 (83°20 | 8933-28} 48:31 | 67-25, 51:92 
1909 a. | 58:16} 57°65 | 58:12} 50°67 | 58465 {| 99-13 | 63°69 


en 





| ee 


Average of ten years...| 53°36 66°32 | 62:75 | 50°07! 55°17 66°63 | 57:15 


The normal rainfall for the district month by month, as stated by the 
Meteorological Reporter to the Government of Bengal, is as follows:~ 


January ai eee ees 62 
February wee i we «894 
March aes sis vee L158 
April see iti i *50 
May see eae ig BL 
June ie eee we «= BA 
July ie as 18°68 
August tee was we 13°67 
September se “se ue «= 876 
October tes ian owe «=: "42 
November is a eee °42 
December eas age or 23 

Total .. =53°06 


The prosperity of the crops depends, however, more on the scasonable 
distribution of the rainfall month by month than on its actual amount during 
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the year. For instance, in the year 1889, the prospects were favourable to the 
end of July. In the following three months, the total rainfall was 15 inches 
in defect of the normal. In the critical months of September and October, 
the rainfall was only 2°58 and ‘27 inches. The result was that the winter 
rico crop, the mainstay of the district, withered every where except in the 
lowest lands{don II of the Settlement records), In 1904, the rainfall was 
considerably above normal; but the cessation of the rains at the critical 
period caused the final result to be a short crop. 

There was scarcity, if not famine, throughout great parts of the district 
in the years 1896, 1897, 1900, and again in 1908. The cause was in all 
cases the same, viz., the early cessation of the rains. In 1907, the total rain. 
fall was above normal; but it was very badly distributed. The month of 
August and the beginning of September were abnormally wet ; but, after 
the 9th of the latter month, practically no rain fell in tho district. 

Tho result of a signal failure of the rains or a great deficiency in the rain- 
fall in September and October has always beon the loss of the greater part of 
the autumn and winter rice crop. The outturn of rico for any of the years 
mentioned above can hardly have exceeded eight annas for the whole district. 
‘Ine jungle areas, where the proportion of first and second class don lands is 
seine suffer most in such conditions; and, it will consequently be generally 
found that the areas, which require most careful watching, when conditions 
of scarcity begin to provail, are thanas Bishunpur, Chainpur, Raidih, Kurdeg 
and Kochedcga and the part of Ghaghra, which adjoins Bishunpur. Bishun- 
pur is probably the area which is ieast able to resist conditions of scarcity. 

Under the conditions described.above, recurrent periods of famine or 
scarcity must bo fairly frequent in large areas throughout the district, until the 
zamindars and cultivators develop a system of artificial irrigation on a consider- 
able scale. Much can be done by the erection of bandhs and tanks. Labour is 
plentiful and cheap ; jand, it only requires some enterprise on the part of the 
landlords and raiyats to save their villages from these constantly recurring 
periods of stress, In the year 1908, when famine conditions prevailed in parts 
of Ranchi district, there was no searcity in Dhalbhum pargana in Singhbhum 
district. The conditions were exactly similar. The cultivatorsare in both 
areas for the most part aborigines, and the class of soil and the kind of culti- 
vation are also the same. In Dhalbhum, however, the villagers, in concert 
with the hcadmen, have erected tanks and buudhs in every other village for 
irrigation purposes. They also dam the smaller rivers and streams, and 
distribute the waters by a sort of locul co-operation to the villages lying along 
the banks. They are not, therefore, eutirely dependent on the rainfall, and 
can, thorefore, resist periods of scarcity, which play havoc with the people in 

aochi. 

8. The Chota Nagpur estate.—The whole district of Ranchi is included in 
the revcnue-paying estate of the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur, except the follow- 
ing villages, which appertain to the Padma Raj estate and the Kashipur estate 
respectively :— 














Estat Thana or Names of villages : cae 
arenes outpost. oo wiles 

Padma. .., | Silli «| Doaru, Bansia, Soso, Tilimisiring, Ladhup, 21-98 

Vhanamurjhi, Basantpur, LBadalu,  Pogra, 

Rangamati, Gorha, Murhu, Ghaghra, Pancha, 

‘ and Tunku. 

Ditto uw | Angers ... | Koinardih and Nichintpur aby nee 3:78 
Ditto ...| Ormanjhi .., | Chakla, Chutupalu, Urmanjhi and Halbadi _... 6°35 
Ditto  ... | Ranobi .. | Neuri, Oyane and Getlatu ee Se 2-91 
Kashipur ... | Silli «| Chotachangru, JBorachangru, Aral, Nawadih, 18°48 


| Patrahatu, Kariadih and Bantahajam. 








——__— —_____ 


Deducting 34'97 square miles, which appertain to the Padma estate, and 18°43 
square miles, which apportain to the Kashipur estate, the total area of the 
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Chota Nagpur estate in Ranchi district is 7,050°19 square miles. The area of 
the whole estate, including pargana Tori of Palamau district, the approximate 
area of which is 660 square miles, is 7,710°19 square miles. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


9. Ratlways.—There is at present only one railway in the district, viz., 
the narrow gauge line, which runs from Purulia to Ranchi and which was 
opened on the 14th November, 1907. 

10. elegrapks.—In addition to the railwayj telegraph system, there are 
telegraph offices at Ranchi, Ranchi Cantonment, Ratu, Lohardaga and Gumla, 
The number of messages sent from, and received at, the Ranchi office during 
the year 1909-10 was 11,083 and 10,951, respectively. 

11. Post Cfices.—There are 10 sub-post-offices and 23 branch post-offices 
in the district located as below:— 


Sub-offices. 
1. Basia, | 6. Lower Bazar (Ranchi), 
2. Gumla. 7. Ranchi Cantonment (Voranda), 
3. Khunti, 8. Ratu. 
4, Kuru. 9, Silli. 
5. Lohardaga. 10. Upper Bazar (Ranchi). 
Branch-o ffices. 
1. Angara. 9. « Jariagarh. 17, Palkot. 
2. Bero. 10. Karra. 18. Rahe, 
8. Biru. 11. Kinkel. 19, Sisai. 
4. Bharno. 12, Kolebira. 20. Tamar. 
5. Bundu. 18. Mandar. 21, Tatisilwai. 
6. Chainpur. 14. Masmano, 22. Torpa, 
7. Chorea. 15. Murhu. « 23. Toto. 
8. Getelsudh. 16, Palandu. 


12. Markets—The most important markets in the district are those of 
Ranchi, Gumla, Bundu, Lohardaga and, Palkot. There are numerous small 
weekly markets all over the district; but they are mainly of local importance 
only. 

"43. Roads.—Excluding roads under the management of Ranchi and 
Lohardaga Municipalities, there are 1,029 miles of roads of all kinds in the 
district or a little more than one-seventh of a mile to every square mile of 
superficial area, The description and other particulars are given in the 
annexed statement :-— 








| 
Mileage | Mileage 
under Public} under Total 











Number of Class. Description of Class. Works | District | miteage. 
Department. | Board. 
IB ...| Metalled, partially bridged and 106 2 1u8 
drained. 
TIA ... | Unmetalled, bridged, drained, and 37 59 96 
mostly gravelled. 
ITB ...| Unmetalled, partially bridged, ‘iss 18 18. 
drained and mostly gravelled. - 
IV ...| Unmetalled, partially bridged and sins 349 349 


drained, banked, but not surfaced, 
about one-fourth gravelled. 
Others, including village roads .., we | 458 458 


ee, | ree | ene See 


Total os 143 886 1,029 


A RRR 
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14. Expenditure by District Board on roads.—The total amount expended 
during the last financial year by the District Board on repair and upkeap of 
roads amounted to Rs, 26,669 only, or an average of Rs. 26 per linear mile. 

The average expenditure on roads classed as I[A and IIB was Rs, 63 

er mile. 
The cost of original work amounted to Rs. 37,148. The average annual 
expenditure on repairs and upkeep for the last ten years was Rs. 27,185; and 
the average aunual expenditure on original works was Rs, 23,202, 

15. Quality of the roads.—With the exception of the Ranchi-Purulia, 
Ranchi-Hazaribagh and Ranchi-Chaibassa roads, which are in the charge of the 
Public Works Department, the quality of the roads throughout the district is 

oor. The so-called gravel, which is spread over the more important District 

oard roads, consists mostly of clay, with the result that, during the rains, 
those roads, on which there is considerable heavy traffic, become almost 
impassable. In addition, though considerable progress has been made in this 
respect during recent years, several important streams and rivers are 
unbridged. Numerous small contracts are given to contractors for the repair 
of village roads in remote parts of the district under conditions which render 
close supervision from headquarters impossible, with the result that the repairs 
are often scamped. Until considerable powers of control are delegated to 
the sub-divisional Magistrates, it is useless to hope for any improvement in 
this respect. 


CHAPTER H. 


PopuaTion. 


16. The earliest attempt at making a consus of the population of the 
district, of which I can find any record, was made by Captain Depree during 
the topographical survey in the year 1868. ‘The estimate was, however, a 
very rough one, It was found that there were 139,116 houses in the whole of 
Lohardaga, as the district was then named. It wus assumed, as the result of 
experiments made in the case of 128 houses, that the average number of 
inhabitants of a house was 6°34, and the total population was deduced from 
these data, On this basis, tho population of the district of Lohardaga as then 
defined was found to be 1,412,956, which gives a density of nearly 124 to 
the square mile. The area of district Lohardaga, which then included 
parganas Tori and Palamau, which are now included in Palamau district, was 
11,404 square miles. Assuming that the same degree of density of population 
prevailed throughout the whole area, the population of the district of Ranchi 
as at present defincd must have been approximately 880,834. In the year 
1869, en experimental enumeration was made through the agency of the 
rural police, and the population of the Lohardaga district was ascertained to 
be 1,393,707. In the census of 1872, the population of the district, which 
was then 12,044 square miles in extent, was found to be 1,237,123, which 
gives an incidence of only 103 persons to the square mile. Assuming the 
density of the population to have been the same throughout the whole area. 
the population of the district of Ranchi, as now defined, must have been only 
731,660 at that date, There has been no doubt an enormous increase in the 
cultivated area since 1872, and the capacity of the district to carry nowadays 
a'much larger population than in 1872 is undoubted. The figures for 1872 
appear, however, to be much too low. TVhe variations in the population since 
1872 are discussed below, 

17. The Census of 1901.—The figures given below are taken from the 
census tables of the census of 190i. I have not attempted to show the distribu- 
tion according to thanas, as there have been changes in several of the thana 
jurisdictions before and since 1891}, and the figures would consequently be 
incorrect or misleading. I find also that the thana areas given in the census 
tables aro in several cases 80 incorrect as to vitiate seriously the correctness 
of the returns with regard tothe density of the population per thana unit, 
When the Khunti subdivision was established in 1905, important changes 
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were made in thana jurisdictions, so that it is impossible to give with any 
degree of accuracy the statistics of population for that subdivision. The 
figures for Gumla subdivision are, however, available : — 


Population in 1901. 





























Number of | Number of 
SUBDIVISION. Male. Female. Total. persons per persons 
| square mile.| per house. 
SO ; ——<———— i we 
Gunla.... eee | 218,929 220,760 434,689 124 54 
Sadar and Khunti sub- 
divisions » | 963,251 | 389,985 753,236 209 «2 
Distriot total | 577,180} 610,745 | 1,187,925 167 | 53 





18. Variations since 1872,—-The increases in the population in the 10 years, 
1881—1891 was 6:7 per cont., inthe 10 years 1891—1901, 5-22 per cent., and in 
the years 1872—1881, 30 per cent. The total increase for the thirty years 
1872—1901 amounted to 46 per cent. The correctness of the figures for 1872 
is, however, open to serious doubt. It is difficult to ascertain with an degree of 
accuracy the variations in individual thanas, owing to the numerousalterations in 
thane boundaries and changes in jurisdiction, which were made within the period 
under review. Accvraing to the last census report, the apparent increase in 
population in Kolebira, Basia, and Bano combined, during the last decade, works 
out at over 23 per cent., while the increase in Kurdeg was over 22 per cent. 
The Census Commissioner is inclined tu attribute the large apparent increase 
to alterations in thana jurisdictions made since 1891 and to the fact that the 
corrections made in the Census figures for that year were in some cases rough 
estimates, based on the assumption that the density of the population was 
uniform throughout the thanas affected. This explanation can hardly account 
for the enormous increases above referred to; and it appears to be much more 
likely that the Census figures of 1891 were incorrect. The difficulties of 
obtaining officient enumerators in the jungle areas of the district is well 
known. Before the spread of Christianity in these remote areas, it was almost 
impossible to obtain a sufficiently large number of literate enumerators, and the 
enumeration must in any case have been to some extent haphazard. I am, 
therefore, of opinion that the large increases in these areas was more apparent 
than real. The only thauas, which showed in 1901 more than a nominal 
decrease, were Toto (now included in Ghaghra and Gumla), Sisai and Karra, 
‘hese areas suffered severely in the famines of 1897 and 1900, and so furnished 
a specially large quota of emigrants to Assam and the Duars, 

19. Density of the population.—From a careful study of the figures, I am of 
opinion that the census statistics were = approximate until the year 1901, 
when a high degree of uccuracy was attained. The most sparsely populated 
areas in the district are thanas Kurdeg, Kochedega and Chainpur, with an 
incidence of 8€°99 and 104 persons to the square mile. ‘The most densely 
populated area in the district is Ranchi thana, with an incidence of 283 persons 
per square mile. ‘The fighres are taken from table No. 1 of the censas returns 
of 1901; but, owing to crrors in the thana areas, they are only approximately 
correct. 

20. Emigration—The table given below shows the emigration from the 
district in the year 1901 :— 


Persons born in Ranchi district but enumerated in— 





Outside 
province. 


Other parts 


Contiguous districts 
of province. 


; 3 Toran, 
in province, 








54,476 | 121,222 | 99,558 275.281 
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The total migration per every 10,000 of the population to and from the 
district was as follows :—~ 





IMMIGRANTS PER 10,000 oF Emicrants PER 10,000 or 























THE POPULATION. | THB POPULATION To— 
From contigu- | From other Contiguous 
ous districts. places. districts. Other places. 
157 | 112 | 459 | 1,858 





The net loss by emigration from the district was, it appesrs, more than 
twice as great asin any other district of the province with the exception of 
Bankura, where the net loss amounted to 1,048 persons per every 10,000 of 
the population. Mr. Gait, the Superintendent of the Census of 1901, writes:—- 
“The balance of emigration was heavily against the district in 1891, and it is 
still more so at the present census, Hmigrants now outnumber immi- 
grants by 243,195, compared with 220,517 ten years ago. Assuming all 
these to be permanent emigrants and assuming also that the volume of omigra- 
tion was the same in each year and that the annual death-rate was 40 per 1,000, 
these figures indicate a net loss to the district durirg the decude of about 
116,000 persons. After allowing for temporary migrants and for the exces- 
sive emigration of 1897 and 1900, it. would still seem that the true increase in the 
population must have been about 13 per cent.. instead of 5:2 per cent. which 
is the actual variation in the number of persons enumerated in the district.” 
The vast majority of the emigrants belong to the aboriginal races—Mundas, 
Uraons, and Kharias, These tribes are more prolific than any other race in 
Bengal, and, notwithstanding the constant stream of emigration, the increase 
in the population—assuming that the earlier census figures are approximately 
correct—has been 46 per cent., in the thirty years 1872-1901, as against an 
average of nearly 26 [per cent. for the province, including Kast Bengal. 
Emigration may, therefore, be regarded as the natural outlet for the excess 
population which the district is unable to carry at present. 

It is sometimes said that the aborigines have no strong ties to bind them 
to their homes, and that this explains the apparent ease with which they 
emigrate. This view seems to me to be incorrect. Both the Mundas and 
Uracns possess a very deep attachment for their homes and fields in this 
district ; especially, as is often the case, if they are the pioneers or descendants 
of the pioneers, who cleared the lands, which they cultivate. The pride with 
which a Munda or Uraon tells one that he is a descendant of the original 
founders of the village (a bhutnhar or khuntkattidar) is unmistakable. The 
aborigines in fact cling with remarkable tenacity to their homes and fields. It 
is not uncommon tv find that a Munda or an Uraon will persist in cultivating the 
ancestral fields long atter be has been ejected from them by the Courts, and [ 
have known numerous cases in which individual aborigines underwent 
imprisonment five or six times for persisting in their attempts to get back 
the ancestral Jands. Large numbers of those who emigrate to Assam and the 
Duars return, if they are able to save a little money, and buy back the farms 
which they had lost, or some land in the vicinity. ‘This, in fact, is often the 
object with which they emigrate. 

Only the severest economic pressure will drive the aboriginal from his 
native wilds. The causes are not far to seek. The soil of the district 
is on the whole extremely poor and infertile. The methods of cultiva- 
tion practised are primitive and antiquated. The needs of the Munda 
and Uraon are few; but, he is not industrious, and is generally heedless 
of the morrow. He spends whatever little savings he may have in the local 
liquor shop, and, whenever a period of stress occurs, he has no margin to 
fall back upon. It is true that new areas are being constantly cleared and 
opened up, and that the available food-supply is being constantly increased. 
‘The increase in cultivation doos not, however, keep pace with the increase in 
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the population. The primitive aboriginal does not care to cultivate more 
than is necessary for his own immediate needs; nor does he make provision 
for bad seasons by increasing the area under cultivation and thereby making 
up the deficiency in outturn, even if lands are available, 


With a rapidly expanding population, an uneconomic system of cultivation, 
and a population, the majority of whom are the reverse of thrifty, it is not 
surprising that the district supplies such a large quota of workers to the tea- 
gardens of Assam, the Duars, and the coal fields of Manbhum. A considerable 
percentage of the emigration is, however, periodic and non-permanent. The 
Uraons especially emigrate in large numbers to Calcutta and the tea-gardens of 
the Duars during the cold weather, when there is little or no work to do in 
their fields, and return before the monsoon breaks to begin the cultivation of 
their fields. 

A secondary cause of the emigration has been the agrarian strife. When 
an aboriginal comes to the civil or criminal Courts, he is literally despoiled, 
unless he happens to boa Christian. I have known many cultivators pay 
Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 for a copy of a map or a judgment the real cost of which was 
about 2 or 3 rupees, and the fees paid to the numerous touts, who hover 
about the vicinity of the Courts, are on a similarly lavish scale. There are 
besides the usual Pleaders’ and Mukhtears’ fees, Litigation is, therefore, always 
ruinous to the aboriginal, whether he finally wins or loses his case. He is 
obliged to borrow heavily «nd to mortgage his lands. The immediate result 
is that at least one member, if not the whole family, is obliged to emigrate to 
retrieve the family fortunes. ‘The Courts themselves are not always free from 
blame. It is not sufficiently realized always that every postponement means 
increased cost and trouble to the litigants, and that the interests of struggling 
Mukhtears and Revenue Agents do not always coincide with those of the parties 
whom they represent. Eight years ago, there were no subdivisions in the 
district, and the distances of the moro remote thanas from headquarters were 
enormous. The extreme limits of Kurdeg thana, for instance, are about 
150 miles from Ranchi. When | was stationcd aa Subdivisional Officer at 
Gumla, one case came prominently before me, in which the adjournments were 
so numerous that the raiyat complainant had travelled a greater distance, in 
various journeyings from the most remote part of Kurdeg to Ranchi, than the 
distance between Liverpool and New York. The subject of dispute was 4 or 
5 acres of land, the total value of which did not exceed Ks, 50 or 60. 

The agrarian troubles have now subsided, and prolonged and expensive 
litigation about lauds is on the wane. It is to be hoped that, as a result of the 
Settlement operations, this state of affairs will be permanent, and that one 
cause of emigration has been thus removed. 

Q1. Proportion of males and females,—In the year 1901, there was an excess 
of 66,485 females over males. ‘The district, therefore, contains 105 females to 
every 100 males. The females preponderate in every thana except Kurdeg. 
The causes are obscure, but a partial oxplanation is to be found in ahs fact thet 
the majority of the emigrants from the district are males. A similar expla- 
nation accounts for the preponderanco of males in Kurdeg. This thana is 
the most sparsely populated in the district, and cultivators in search of lands 
emigrate there in considerable numbers from the more intensely cultivated 
areas. The groat majority of such emigrants are necessarily males. 

22. Religions.—The table given below shows the distribution of the 
inhabitants according to religions :— 


Hindus. Musalmans. Christians. Animists. 
473,540 41,972 124,958 546,415 


The Animists aro, therefore, 45°93 per cent. of the population, the Hindus 
40°03 per cont., the Christiane 10°51 per cent., and the Mohamedans 3°53 per 
cent. During the decade (1891-1901), the increaso in the Hindu population 
was over 6 por cent. The Mohamedans increased by 16 per cent., and the 
Christians over 65 per cent. during the same period, The number of 


Animists declined by over 4 per cent. 
c 2 
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23. Occupations.—According to the census figures of 1901, the population 
of the district of Rauchi was distributed as follows :— 


Occupation. Number. Berorolsae 
Pasture and agriculture ies 960,896 80°84 
Other occupations... ise 227,489 19-16 


24. The agricultural population.—In the table given above, the statistics of 
persons employed in agriculture and pasture inclade landholders and tenants, 
agricultural labourers, persons employed in stock-breeding and dealing, in the 
training and care of animals, in agricultural training and supervision, and 
forests, and the growers of special products. 

The agricultural population may be conveniently distributed under the 
following heads :— 

Total Percentage to 


Suppivisions. number. total population. 
Rent-payers ... eee . 885,073 74:51 
Rent-receivers es oe 13,721 115 
Labourers... ies ies 36,114 3°04 
Miscellaneous... she wee 25,488 2°14 


The rent-payers are of course the great body of raiyats, who live by 
cultivation pure and simple. 
25. The non-agricultural population.—The non-agricultural population are 
distributed as follows :— 
Number. = Percentage. 


Earthwork and general labourers... 47,032 3°96 
Persons employed in making textile 

fabrics and dress, cotton weavers, etc. 42,135 3°55 
Purveyors of food, drink and stimulants 33,794 2°85 
Persons employed in personal, domestic, 

household, or sanitary services es 18,388 1:54 
Earthen and stoneware workers ag 12,589 1:06 
Makers of agricultural. implements, 

tools, eto. ... ate z.. 12,299 1:02 
QOane and mat-workers, ete. +o 8,330 ‘70 
Employees in the service of the State and 

Municipal and local bodies Ss 5,188 44 
Village servants, village watchmen, eto. 4,076 "34 
Bankers and mouey-lenders sas 3,986 83 
Persons engaged in the leather, horn, 

and bone trade ies ane 3,430 29 
Purveyors of light, firing and forage ... 2,818 “19 
Miscellaneous see Je 34,084 2°86 
Total non-agricultural population ... 227,489 





There are two Municipalities within the district, viz, Ranchi with a 
population of 25,970 and Lohardaga with a population of 6,123. The next 
largest towns are Bundu and Palkot, with popaesone of 5,469 and 3,246, 
respectively. The pursuits of the majority of the inhabitants of these towns 
are non-agricultural. 

26. Aboriginal population—The most important of the aboriginal races in 
the district are the Uraons, the Mundas and the Kharias. The statistics for 
the district, according to the consus of 1901, are as follows :— 


Percentage to 
eet ni Number, the total 
population. 
Uraons whe sia 279,285 23°51 
Mundas ae ies 236,600 19°91 
Kharias ie nv 40,737 3-48 
Asurs i ae 2,701 23 
Korwas see See 1,551 13 
Gonds ase vas 7,007 “59 
Binjhias as ne 3,902 23 
Kaurs se eas 1,886 15 
Birhors ses ies 586 05 





Total es 574,205 48-88 
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In addition to those mentioned in the list, there are numerous castes, which, 

if not purely aborigival in origin, are closely allied to the aborigines, Of 
these the Bhaives number 14,034, the Rautias 20,301, and the Kurmis 
48,017. 
29. Literacy.—In the year 1901, the number of literates in the district was 
54 per 1,000, or 5°4 per cent. only. The percentage of literacy among females 
was only ‘2 per cent. The test of literacy applied hy the Census authorities 
was the ability to read and write. People of whatever age, who could do this, 
were entered as literate, and those who were unable to do so as illiterate. As 
might be expected, the percentage of literates among the Christian population 
is comparatively high. For instance, the porcentage of literates among the 
Christian Mundas and Uraons, the vast majority of whom reside in Ranchi 
district, is 6°8 and 4°1 respectively, as against °7 and ‘4 for the non-Christian 
Mundas and Uraons. ‘he improvement among the Christians is, of course, 
due to the efforts of the missionaries. 


CHAPTER IIT. 
A Sxerce or THe History or tHe District. 
REVENUE HISTORY.~ DEVELOPMENT OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 


28. Early history.—The early history of the district, as indeed of the 
whole of Chota Nagpur, is involved in-obscurity. All that is certain is that the 
aboriginal tribes, the Mundas, the Uraons, and the Kharias penetrated the 
country at a date, which cannot now be fixed with any degree of precision, 
and reclaimed it from virgin forest. In the earliest reference to the province 
of Chota Nagpur, it is called Jharkhand or the forest tract. There is a 
tradition among the inhabitants of Lohardega thana that the aborigines 
first entered the district through the Saharghatia pass in the north-west of 
the district. This tradition is probably correct. There is no doubt that the 
Mundas were the first comers. They ays left numerous traces of their early 
settlements in the north-west ,whére it is not uncommon to find in many 
villages, now inhabited solely by the Uraons, the remains of Munda burial- 
grounds ( sasandiris), which prove, beyond doubt, that the Mundas were the 
original reclaimers of the soil. I have frequently heard zamindars in this 
part of the country argue that the claims of the Uraons to be the pioneers or 
khuntkatiidars are entirely unfounded, as it is well known that the Mundas 
first came and reclaimed the jungle. If this contention is correct, it seems 
to be likely that the Mundas came originally from the west, and not from 
the east or north-east as is sometimes supposed. They have left traces of 
their advance from the west all over the district in the sasandarts, the remains 
of which are still to be found in the line of their supposed advance towards 
their present settlements in the Munda country in the east and south-east 
of the district. It seems to be extremely unlikely that these burial-grounds 
are the relics of an advance from the east. If this were so, it is difficult 
to explain the subsequent retreat which must have taken place, and the view 
is entirely opposed to the traditions of the people, who inhabit these regions. 

Ata very early period, possibly in the tenth century of the Christian 
era, the ancestors of the present Maharaja of Chota Nagpur appear tu have 
established themselves as Chiefs of the primitive Munda tribes, who then 
inhabited the country. ‘I'he Uraons, who arrived in the country at some period 
considerably later than the Mundas, appear to have acquiesced in the rule 
of these Chiefs, and the two communities lived side by side in great harmony. 

In the organization of the primitive Munda community, the whole 
country was divided into parkas consisting of from 15 to 20 villages each, 
over which a Chief presided. It is probable that these Chiefs slocted of their 
own free will the Khukhra Chief (the present Maharaja’s ancestor) as their 
foudal superior. Possibly, he succeeded in imposing his supremacy on 
them. Whatever may have been the course of events, it in certain that the 
original Chief of Chota Nagpur was a Munda, As the family prospered, 
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they intermixed with the Rajput families of Pachete and Singhbhum and 
eventually with others, so that at the present day they are regarded as high 
casto Rajputs, as good as any ‘in India. When the family joined the Hindu 
community, it became a great object of the Chiefs to induce other Hindus to 
come and settle in the country ; and they succeeded in inducing numbers of 
Rajputs, Brahmins, Baraiks and others to settle, by making grants of villages 
on liberal conditions. 

With their help, the Chota Nagpur Chief succeeded in maintaining his 
position against neighbouring Rajas, and in managing and controlling the 
aborigines so effectively, that the latter have in course of time been generally 
reduced to the status of cultivators, pure and simple, So much is this the case, 
that there is no part of the Ranchi district in which the aborigines have 
succeeded in retaining any considerable share of their proprietary rights in 
the soil, save a small area in the present Khunti subdivision, where the 
Mundari Ahuntkatiidars have succecded in retaining their ancient rights 
unimpaired to this day. The Mohamedan Government was always content 
to leave the administration of the country to the Raja, provided he remitted 
a small! annual tribute, He was thus free to deal as he chose with his subjects. 
His authority was cnormously augmented by the arrival of the various 
Hindu adventurers whom he induced to settle in the country with their 
dependents, and he was, thercfore, in course of time strong enough to wrest 
the villuges from tho hands of the old village communities. Most of them were 
gradually dispossessed, and their villages given to Hindu jagirdars or resumed 
by the Raja himself. The next step was to impuse rent on the villagers. In 
early times, it appears to have been the custom that the clearers of the soil were 
recognized as the owners. The cultivators, it is true, rendered slight services 
or paid a small tribute to their local Chiefy and he in turn rendered sorvice 
and tribute to the Raja. But of rent, in the sense in which that word is now 
commonly used, there was none. ‘Whe state of affairs was no doubt the same 
as that which prevails to-day in the Ahuné-katéi villages in the Munda country, 
where the descendants of the original clearers, who are the proprietors of 
the soil, pay only a small subscription of a few rupees (chanda) to the immediate 
landlord for the whole village. The Hindu jagirdars, the servants of the Raja, 
were naturally discontented with this state of things. hoy sradinally 
imposed payments of various kinds, and demanded greatly incressed services. 
They were more civilized and, therefore, better organized than the aborigines, 
most of whom were forced to comply with what they regarded as their unjust 
demands. The foundations of agrarian discontent and trouble were, therefore, 
laid throughout the district, long before the era of British dominion. An 
understanding of the early relations between the aborigines and their Chiefs 
will help to explain the claim, which was at one time persistently made.by the 
Mundas, and has been sometimes made even by the Uraons, that Chota Nagpur 
proper is their ‘‘raj”, and that they are not liable to pay rents for the lands, 
which they and their ancestors cleared, but only a small tribute to the Raja, 
and taxes to the paramount power. 

29. The Mohamedun period.—In the year 1585 A.D., the Raja of Khukhra, 
as the Chota Nagpur Raja was then called, became a tributary of the Moham- 
edans. In that year, Shabaz Khan Kamba invaded and subdued the country. 
The subjection, howover, appears to have been merely nominal. The Moham- 
edans occasionally raided the district, and carried off plunder and a smali 
tribute in the shape of a few diamonds, which were found at that time in the 
Sankh river. In the year 1616, the Emperor Jehangir sent his Lieutenant, 
Ibrahim Khan, the Governor of Behar, with a large force to overrun the 
country and to take possossion of the diamond washings, which were apparently 
the loadstone, which attracted the Mohamedans to these wild and inhospit- 
able regions, Ibrahim quickly defeated and captured the Raja, Durjan Sal, and 
sent him to Delhi. Ho was subsequently sent from that place to Gwalior, 
where he was kopt in durance for twelve years, in company with other Rajas, 
He was restured to his kingdom in the ycar 1628 having, it is said, ingratiated 
himself with the Emperor by his skill in testing diamonds; aud, it was settled 
that he should pay an annual tribute of Rs. 6,000, The Raja’s subsequent 
relations with the Mohamedans appear to have been penceful, and he was 
allowed to develop his own kingdom, as he thought fit. 
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30. The British period.—The district, together with the rest of Chota 
Nagpur, came under British dominion in 1765, when the dewani of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa was ceded to the British by the Nawab. Chota Nagpur was 
included in Behar. No immediate steps, however, appear to have been taken 
to bring this portion of the province under British administration. Captain 
Camac appears to have been the first British officer, who penetrated the count 
which is now known as Chota Nagpur. This was in the year 1769. He 
directed his attention first to the zamindar of Kharakdiha. Paleamau was 
reduced early in 1771, and then Nagpur and Ramgarh. The Nagpur Chief 
himself applied to sd Camac for aid against Ramgarb, who was then 
opposed to the entry of the British ; but the latter’s country was easily reduced 
to subjection. The Nagpur territory then included the whole of the present 
district of Ranchi, and some disputed outlying tracts. 

8]. Settlement of Revenue.—'The revenue was, it appears, at first included in 
that of Ramgarh, and was paid through the Ramgarh Chief. It amounted to 
Rs. 4,000 only. The Ramgarh Raja appears, however, to have abused the 
authority given him to collect it. He began to levy additional sums and to 
endeavour to bring the country under his influence by stationing troops in it, 
with the ostensible object of collecting the Government revenue. A state of 
feud had existed between the two potentates for some years, and in 177), 
the Nagpur Raja made representations to Captain Camac, whose hoad-quarters 
was then at Chatra in Hazaribagh, with a viow to the restoration of some 
outlying disputed tracts of territory, and to obtaining permission to pay 
his revenue direct to Government. ‘The latter stroogly supported the represen- 
tation, and also urged the importance of securing the good will of the Raja, 
whose country would form a barrier against. the incursions of the Mabrattas 
and give command of the passes into the Deccan. The Council of Patna 
agreed to a slight rectification of boundaries io favour of Nagpur, and in 
1771 asettlement was made with the Raja, Drip Nath Suhi, direct, by which he 
stipulated to pay an annual revenue of Rs. 12,000, including customs and 
transit duties. The agreement was for a period of three years (1772-75). 
But, though the Raja was willing enough to enter into agreements, be was 
extremely remiss in making payments. Towards the end of 1773, Captain 
Camac was obliged to send Lieutenant Fennel with three or four companies 
into the country, with the object of inducing him to fulfil his obligations, 

In 1774, the agreement was renewed for a further period of three years; 
but, the Raja stipulated to pay an increased amount, viz., Rs. 15,001, of which 
Rs. 12,001 were revenue and Rs. 3,000 nazarana, After this, yearly agree- 
ments appear to have been substituted. 

32. Dificulties in collecting the revenue.—The Raja continued to be recalci- 
trant, and the British officers had the greatest difficulty in collecting the revenue. 
Mr. Ramus, the Collector of Ramgarh, visited the country in 1778, with the 
object of inducing the Raja to pay up the demands. But the latter refused to 
see him. Mr. Ramus thus describes his difficulties in a letter to the Governor- 
General (the Hon’ble Warren Hastings) :— . 

“During my stay in Nagpur, where the backward state of the revenue rendered my 


presence aaicasiad hs I could not by any means provail on the Raja to consent to a conference, 
he having never but once been persuaded to it, which was some years since, with Captain 


ere for this disappointment, precluded from personally enforcing the neoossity for his 
using his endeavours to adopt and carry into execution in his country the measures which 
you so strongly recommended for theso districts. I must now beg permission to recall 
to your recollection the distinction between the mode of collecting the revenue of these 
districts and those under the different Councils of your province, where every zamindar is 
immediately responsible to them for the land he may hold, and amenable to your Courts in 
default of payment, whereas the jagirdars and zamindars in these countries pay their rents 
to their respective Rajas, who are immediately responsible to Government.” 

‘The same officer gave evidence before the Board of Revenue in Calcutta 
in Auguet of the same year. He does not appear to have had much 

uaintance with the district, as he described the country as “an entire plain, 
well-peopled, and well-cultivated.” Of the Raja and the zamindars, he said, 
“ many of the zamindars have paid no attention when summoned to attend. 
The Raja never hears. Whenever any force is sent into his country, he 
immediately flies into the Mahratta country. He is very capable of paying 
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his revenue, but always evades it, and can never be compelled to obedience 
save by force.” Towards the end of 1778, an establishment of five companies 
of sepoys was ordered to be stationed at Chatra, the residence of the Ramgarh 
Collector, for use in the districts under his control, when required. In 1778, 
the Raja refused either to attend himself or to send an agent to enter into the 
usual agreement; and it was proposed to employ against him the force 
stationed at Chatra as soon as it was sufficiently trained to undertake 
operations in the country. The troops were subsequently despatched to 
Barwai to assist Captain Camac. Their proximity appears to have affected 
the Raja, and he executed the necessary agreements. 

33, Mode of collecting the revenue.—Up to 1799, the Revenue of the estate 
was paid to the Colleetor at Chatra. The mode of collection was peculiar. 
A “Suzawul” (agent) appointed by the Collector, but paid by the zamindar, 
was attached to the estate. The Raja made over to him a certain proportion 
of the harvests under the appellation of “taidad.” From this, the ‘‘ Suzawul” 
realized the Government revenue and his own allowances. The balance, if 
any, was returned to the Raja. In 1799-1800, the ‘collectorship of Ramgarh 
was temporarily abolished, ond the district was annexed to the revenue 
jurisdiction of Behar. The system of collection in vogue was discontinued, 
and balances begun to accumulate. In 1808, at the Raja’s request, a 
‘‘Suzawal” was again appointed, and soon after a Deputy Collector was 
stationed at Ramgarh. Iu 1819 Ramgarh was again created a separate Collec- 
torate from Behar. 

34. Settl:ment declared permanent,—The settlement with the Raja does not 
appear to have been formally declared permanent. The point was raised 
in 1799, and the Board of Kevenue held in reply to a reference that the 
settlement was fixed for ever under Regulation 1 of 1793. The point was 
again raised in 1823 by Mr. Smith, the Collector of Ramgarb, and it was 
finally decided that the estate was subject to the Regulations, and that the 
revenue was fixed and permanent under Regulation I of 1793. An extract 
shewing the grounds of the decision is quoted below. The revenue now 
payable by the estate is Rs. 15,043-9. 

35. | System of administration —In these early days of British dominion, the 
Raja of Chota Nagpur was allowed to administer his own country according 
to his own lights, His territory, which included nearly the whole of the 
present district of Ranchi and part. of Palamau, was, however, nominally 
incladed in the jurisdiction of Ramgarh, which included as well the whole 
of Hazaribagh, Palamau, and parts of Gaya, Monghyr and Manbhum. The 
allegiance owned by the Raja was very vague. ‘There were no police thanas 
in Nagpur Proper, and matters were left pretty much to his discretion. ‘ He 
administered,” says Colonel Dalton, “ justice and the police under the feudal 
aystem that had previously prevailed, working through his vassals, some of 
whom were Rajas like himself of the old race, holding extensive estates, some 
of whom were brethren of his own in possession of maintenance grants, 
and some, persons on whom he had conferred jagirs on condition of their 
supporting him.” 

836. The Raja’s kabuliyats —In the kabuliyat given by the Rajain 1787, he 
agreed not to levy sayer and other prohibited cesses, for which he had received 
a deduction; to be responsible for the safety of travellers, and to arrest thieves 
and dacoits and bring them to justice. He further agreed not to exact salamis, 
nazars, or ichewars (donations) from the raiyats. In case he failed to pay the 
stipulated revenue, his estate or such portions thereof, as might be necessary, 
were declared to be saleable, The cabuliyat purports to be in respect of the 
whole pargana of Nagpur, which is the ancient name by which the district of 
Ranchi and some adjoining parganas were known. 

The patia given at the time of the decennial settlement is dated 8rd May, 
1790. The terms are similar to those contained in the kabuliyat and patia of 
1787, .But the Raja definitely undertook not to exact from the raiyats any 
cesses, save those which were customary in the previous year, not to collect 
any sayer taxes, not to seize any coolivs, nor take any mangan from the raiyats. 
The revenue agreed upon was Rs. 14,100-15-3, the differeace of Res. 900, as 
sompared with the jama fixed at the previous settlement, being on account of 
excnange only. A remission of six per cent. was allowed on this head (datéa), 
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87. State of the country.—Though the revenue or tribute assessed on the 
Nagpur estute was extremely light, considering its great extent, the Raja, 
as-has been already shewn, was frequently unable or unwilling to pay it. This 
state of affairs continued for a long time. The country was in a constant 
state of turmoil, The Mahrattas commenced to make irruptions in 1792, and 
plundered the country. Within a period of six years from that date, they 
made three raids, and the Raja's resources were taxed to the utmost to repel 
them. A constant object of the Coliector of Ramgarh in those days was to 
obtain an interview with the Raja, with a view to a discussion of the affairs 
of his country and the settlement of the administration. Deonath Sahi, the 
Raja, steadfastly refused to see a European and declared his intention of never 
doing so, In 1798, he was again in arrears with his revenue, and it was 
proposed to sell a portion of his estate. The Collector tried, but without effect, 
to induce him tu come to Chatra to see him with the object of making arrange- 
ments for the punctual discharge of the tribute, and “also to adopt some 
scheme for checking the enormous evils which had been and are practised in 
his zamindari, which has been for a long time past the receptacle for murderers, 
thieves, vagabonds, and all disturbers of the public peace.” The arrears were 
finally paid up; but, in 1798, the Raja again pleaded his inability to discharge 
the payments, as he had sustained very heavy losses during the raids of the 
Mahrattas. 


38. Disorder and disloyaity.—Captain Roughsedge, the Commandant of the 
Ramgarh Battalion, in » letter, dated the 27th Uctober, 1806, paints a lurid 
picture of the disorders prevalent in the district, the disloyalty and _ recalci- 
trance of the Raja, and the general inefficiency of British control. The Raja, 
it appears, declined at this period to have any intercourse with the Magistrates 
of Ramgarh, to whom they were, at all events, nomiually subordinate, or 
with any other functionaries of the Government. The wanner in which 
the Raja of Barwai was treated in 1801 by his agents, notwitbstanding the 
promises and assurance of the Hritish officers, who induced him to surrender, 
throwa a flood of light on the state of lawlessness and violence which was 
prevalent in the country. Captain Roughsedge thus relates the incident :— 


“‘T cannot avoid mentioning, however, the treacherous and cruel murder of Harriram 
Singh, the Raja of Barwai, in the year 1801, This person’s pargana was overrun and 
conquered by the neighbouring Raja of Sirguja. and being unsuvported by his immodiate 
superior, the Raja of Chota N ite he was obliged to subnut to the invader, whose troops 
kept possession for some years, but retreated on the intelligence of Colonel Jones's approach. 
The Baja of Chota Nagpur availed himself of these circumstances to attempt the recapture 
of Barwai ; but, his troops would have had no cliance of success, had not Captain Jones 
and Mr, Smith (af that time Magistrate of Kamgarl) addressed letters to the Raja of 
barwai, inviting him to submit on an assurance of personal safety. On the faith of these 
letters and the solemn promises of his captors, he was induced to place himself in the hands 
of the Raja of Chota Nagpur, whose officer sent him two days afterwards under an escort 
to Palkot. Within one mile of this place, he was taken out of his palanquin, and put to 
death in cold blood by the party who attended him and who had been sent by the Raja for 
this particular purpose. 

Ido not believe that any judicial enquiry was ever made or complaint instituted on 
account of this atrocious act, and, ax the present Raja of Chota Nagpur is unconcerned, 
I should not have thought it applicable to my subject, did it not seem to prove that the want 
of proper authority iu the district is of no recent date, and that the protection accorded to 
this person by the chief local officers of Government was thus contemptuously rendered in- 
effectual by an individual calling himself a British subject and in a district declared to be 
amenable to British laws.” 


The failure of the Raja to assist the troops passing through his 
country, and to pay the stipulated revenue punctually, and his resistance 
to the imposition of excise duties within bis territory by the Collector of 
Ramgarh formed at this time the subject of constant complaints by the local 
authorities. 

Captain Roughsedge sums up his recalcitrance thus :— 


“T hope I have not unsuccessfully shewn the necessity of reforms, and to these facts 
and arguments brought forward, 1 will only add that the slightest mark of attachment or 
loyalty to the Government shewn by any individual in Chota Nagpur at the present day 
is sufficient to bring down upon him the undisguised and serious displeasure of the Kaja and 
bis officers,” 

DB 
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89. British control ineffective —It will thus be scen that, though the district 
was subject to the jurisdiction of the Magistrate of Ramgerh, the control oxer- 
cised was quite inoffective. fhe reasons are not far to seek: therc wero no 
police thanas in the district, and, therefore, no executive agency subject to 
the Magistrate or other police authority to carry out his orders, In 1806, 
Mr. Blunt, Magistrate of Ramgarh, obtuincd the sunction of Government to 
the introduction of a system of polico under Regulation XVI{L of 1805, and 
a sanad was offered to tho Raja vesting him with powers under section 6 of 
that enactment. The measure was, however, never carriod into effect, the 
Raja being evidently averse to the proposal. 

40. VListurbances in 1807-18V8.—In the years 1807 and 1808, thedissen- 
sions in the country became acute. ‘I'he Raja’s brothers laid claim to con- 
siderable slices of territory on the plea of alicnations made by the lato Raja 
on their behalf. Tie Raja dispossessed them, and they made complaints 
at the Magistrate’s Court of murder and outrage. ‘The succession to 
pargana Udaipur was disputed at the same time, and the Raja espoused 
the cause of one of the claimants and expelled the other. The dispossessed 
party also repaired to the Magistrate’s Court with complaints of all sorts of 
heinous crimes. 

Tho Raja’s Dewan, one Din Dyal Nath, appears to have gained a complete 
ascendancy over him about this time. He himself, according to an alleged 
family oath, continued to preserve his invisibility, and Din Dyal affixed 
his master’s soal to whatever orders he chose to issuc. Several of the subordi- 
nate tenure-holders were dispossessed, and, when they complained, the Raja 
referred them to the Civil Courts, wherc he knew the process of redress was 
tardy and ineffectual. The parties in possession usually refused to appear before 
the Magistrate to answer accusations, and derided all attempts to onforce the 
civil process against them. 

It was evidently necessary to terminato this state of affairs, and in the 
rainy season of 1808 the Magistrate received instructions to concert measures 
with Captain Roughsedge for enforcing tho authority of Government. 

Captain Roughsedge accordingly marched into the country with his troops. 
Din Dyal and his adherents fled to Calcutta, where they were arrested by the 
police and sent back to Chatra. The Raja deprived of his chief advisor, 
after some hesitation, came into camp and. submitted. Ho agreod to pay all 
arrears of rovenue due, to introduce a system of police, and to submit his 
own disputes to arbitration. He paid up arrears of revenue amounting to 
Rs, 35,000, and the disputes between him and his brothers were settled 
amicably. 

41, Police thanas established,—The police arrangements took effect from 
the 4th June, 1809. The police wore managed and paid by the Raja; but 
they were placed under the control of the Magistrate uf Ramgarh. The great 
distance of the seat of justiee—the Ramgarh Magistrate held his Court 
alternately at Shorghati in Guya district, and at Chatra in Hazaribagh—was 
still a bar to the exercise of any ¢ffivctive control, and in point of fact there 
were no regular police, nor any continuous or effectivo administration of 
justice throughout the district till the South-West l’rontier Agency was estab- 
lished in 1834. The date 1809 is, however, important in the history of the 
district. From that date, the exercise of feudal authority by the Nagpur 
Chief began to disappear, and civil and criminal processes, which had been 
hitherto ineffective, began to be enforced. 

42. Partial faiiure of the system.—The ltaja’s consent to the establishment 
of the police was, it appears, given very reluctantly. The correspondence 
of the time shows that almost immediatcly after the establishment of the 
system, he began to concert measures to nullify its effect. Apart from 
the diminution of his own authority, the expenses of upkeep were consid- 
erable, In 1812 there were six thanas, one each at Maharajganj, Jhiko- 
chutti, Barwai, Tamar, Barkaghar, and Tori. The wages of the police were 

ever paid with punctuality, and, in 1818, it was reported that the 
gctabliaiments were three years in arrear. ‘The annual cost then amounted 
to Rs. 5,400. 

In 1819, a woman, who was supposed to have practiscd magical] arts 

upon the lives of the Raja’s son and daughter, was murdered with four 
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others, The Magistiate received no assistance in the detection of the cri- 
minals, who could not be traced in consequence: and he recommended 
that the Raja should be deprived of his control over the police, and that 
a Superintendent should be appointed on behalf of Government. The 
proposed arrangement was sanctioned temporarily, but it appears to have 
veen maintained for a considerable period, 


43. The excise and sayer duties.—About the year 1820, the most important 
subjects of disputes between the Raja and the Government officials concerned 
the sayer and excise duties. It appears that various attempts were made about 
this period to introduce the excise into the district ; but the Raja and his 
jagirdars asserted that the attempt to enforce the tax would result in the aban- 
donment of Nagpur by the Kols, They declared at the same time that 
the excise was not a source of revenue to themselves. Mr. Smith, the 
Collector of Ramgarh, however, made a tourin the district in 1822, and 
found that stills existed in several of the large villages, and that the abkars 
of these stills paid revenue to the Raja or his tenure-holders. He estimated 
the excise revenue to be Rs. 8,000 per annum. The Raja at the same time 
continued to press his right to the sayer collections. These collections 
included inland customs and duties, and appear to have consisted in Chota 
Nagpur of taxes imposed on the sale of goods in the Ad/s or markets and on 
travellers passing through the country (nikass?). They also included the excise 
duties. The Raja’s contention was that other zamindars had received remis- 
sions in respect of these items, and that, as he had received no such remissions, 
he was still entitled to collect them, In his own covenant it is, however, 
expressly stated thet he had received remission in respect of sayer duties, 
though it is very doubtful whether any remission was ever made. His 
contention with regard ‘to excise duties had hitherto been that no revenue 
was derived by him or his jagirdars from that source. Hence no remis- 
sions could be claimed. The upshot was that the Raja’s objections were 
disallowed, and the excise, which is now the most important source of 
revenue in tho district, was resumed by Government in 1823. A sum 
of Re. 6,500 was offered by afarmer of the excise for the whole pargana 
for a year, and this offer appears to haye been accepted. Last year’s excise 
revenue amounted to Rs, 5,953,246. 


Mr. Webster, a former manager of the Chota Nagpur estate, has 
expressed the opinion that the Raja was very unjustly treated in the matter 
of the resumption of the excise duties. His contention appears to have been 
that the Raja was a trilutary chieftain, and that his estate at the time of the 
decennial Settlement had been specially exempted from the Regulations. In 
the original instruction issued for the carrying out of the Behar Settlement, 
there is an instruction to the effect that sayer duties should not be included 
in the Settlement, but that officers should be sent to collect them on account of 
Government. As these instructions did not apply to the Chota Nagpur estate, 
it is assumed that the intention was to leave the sayer, which Mr, Webster 
takes to include excise taxes, in the hands of the Raja, 


A great deal of the correspondence relating to the early Settlement made 
with the Raja is not extant; but, from a perusal of such of the correspondence 
a8 exists, it appears that Mr. Webster’s opinion is, to some extent, based on a 
misconception. Mr. Leslie, the Collector of Ramgarh, in a letter dated the 
20th June, 1789, urged certain objections against the enforcement of the rules 

‘regarding the apportionment of the revenue on the villages included in the 

estate and the collection of the sayer by Government officials. ‘“ ‘The people,” 
le said, ‘‘ who are jealous and uncivilized, may suppose the taking an account 
of their villages and sending a person to collect the sayer duties asa prelude 
to some more serious innovations, and may, therefore, be induced to make a 
resistance in the first instance, by which a very heavy expense may be incurred 
but no advantage.” He, therefore, urged that the extending ‘of these 
Regulations,” evidently the rules regarding the collections of sayer and the 
apportionment of the revenue on individual villages, would be attended with 
serious consequences. 


The final orders passed are contained in a resoluticn cf the Govemnor- 
General in Council, dated the 18th September, 1789. Paragraph 29, which 
Da 
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deals with Nagpur, is extremely brief, and is as follows :—“ ‘That the Regulations 
do not extend to this district, but that the Settlement be continued on the 
present footing and be extended for a period of ten years.” Taken in 
connection with Mr. Leslie's letter, it cannot be contended that it was the 
intention of the Government to exempt the estate from the whole body of the 
Regulations and from the operation of all subsequent enactments, and the 
order appears to have reference only to the two special rules framed for the 
carrying out of the Behar Settlement. As a matter of fact, the covenants 
executed by the Raja in 1790 contain the same general conditions as those 
contained in the covenants of the Raja of Ramgarh and other zamindars. The 
Raja in his petition did not himself take bis stand on the ground that his 
authority was that of a feudatory Chief exempt from the ordinary Regulations. 
He merely urged that he had not received any remissions in respect of sayer 
and akbari, “as the other zamindars obtained.” There appears, therefore, to 
be no doubt that the paramount power was entitled to resume the duties, 
{hough the Raja was entitled to remissions of revenue in respect of them, As 
stated above, it seems doubtful whether he ever received any remission in 
respect of the sayer, though the fact ia stated in the settlement patias, It 
seems most likely that these patéas were copies cf a common form, which 
was issued to several zamindars at the time, and that no corrections were made 
in them regarding the special circumstances of the sayer in Nagpur. This 
fact escaped the notice of the Raja and his agents, or, more likely, he was 
content at the time to let the mistake pass without protest, as he preferred 
to realize the sayer duties himself, not having been prohibited from doing so. 

With regard to the excise duties, the question 1s complicated bv the fact 
that the Raja and his agent consistently concealed in the early days the 
existence of such revenue. Ile was undoubtedly entitled to claim remissions 
of revenue on this head, but he failed to do so. . Mr. Smith, the Collector of 
Ramgarh, writing in 1822, sums up the Raja’s attitude in the matter at this 
period, thus:—‘* I have not agitated the question (the excise tax) with a desire 
to harass the Raja; but, | have considered it} my duty to mention for the 
information of‘ the Board, the circumstances, which eame under my own 
immediate observation, when passirg through the pargana. Should the Board 
think it advisuble to take any steps touching this matter, it may be necessary 
to premise that the same farce will be acted over again as on a former occasion. 
We shall be told that the Kols are going back tv Rohitaegarh ; that the 
pargana will fall into decay ; that the public revenue will likely be endangered, 
nay, mere than this, thousands of Kols will probably at the last extremity 
appear at Chatra peaceably to gubrau and dumkau the authorities.’ It would 
certainly have bcen more equitable to have allowed the Raja some remissions of 
revenue when the excise duties were resumed. ‘hey were, however, resumed 
summarily, and no compensation was given, but for this the Raju’s own conduct 
was largely to blame. 

4A. “The Raja not a feudatory Chief,— With regard to the theory that the 
Raja was acknowledged as a feudatory chieftain by the British, the argument 
in its favour appears to rest on the order of the Governor-General in Council, 
exempting tho estate from the Regulations. The scope of this order appears, 
however, to have beer entirely misunderstood, as pointed out above. From the 
early correspondence it is clear that the authorities understuod that the Regu- 
. lations were in force, and, as a matter of fact, the Board of Revenue declared 
in 1799 that the revenue of the estate was permanent uvder Regulation I of . 
1793. It seems iucredible that the Board of Ltevenue did not know that the 
Regulations were not in force in the district, if that were really the case, the 
more 80, as the so-called order of exemption was passed only eleven years pre- 
viously. Further, if the Regulations were not in force, it appears to be clear 
that the revenue was not permanently fixed, as the last settlement was never 
formally made permanent. 

The feudatory chieftain theory also derives some colour from the fact that 
for 40 or 50 years after the cession, the Raja was allowed to udminister his own 
territory in his own way. ‘This was entirely due to motives of policy. The 
resources of the Company and, indeed, t:¢ revenucs of the province did not 
allow of the extension of a settled system of Government under close British 
control. The extension of the cortrol was gradual and cannet, indeed, be said 
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to have been complete till quite recent years, when subdivisions were estab- 
lished at Gumla and at Khunti, and the remotest corners of the district were 
made practically amenable to the system of British administration. 


It seems to be quite clear that the status of the Nagpur Raja was from 
the first regarded as being the same as that of any other zamindar in the 
soubah of Bihar, and settlements were made with him accordingly. 


45, he decision of Government—The final tecision of Government as to 
the status of the Raja is contained in a letter No. <2, from the Secretary to the 
(Government, to the members of the Board of Revenue, dated the 23rd January, 
1894, from which I may quote the following extract:-~‘‘On the question -of 
ihe footing on which the zamindar of Chota Nagpur is to be considered, as 
standing in relation to the British Government, His Lordship in Council is of 
opinion that any claim by that person to exemption from the general Regula- 
tions is inadmissible. Inthe Regulations for the administration of justice, passed 
on the 6th April and 5th July, 1751, the distiict of Nagpur is specifically men- 
tioned as included in the jurisdiction of the adalat of Chatra. The legal liability 
of the Raja and other inhabitants of the district to the Criminal law appears 
to have been frequently recognized by the Nizamat Adalat and by Govern- 
ment, though from the nature of the country, its frontier position, and the 
character of the people, it was long before the authority of Government was 
tully established. The Resolution proposed by Mr. Shore and adopted by 
Government on the 18th September, 1789 appears to have referred merely to 
the Regulations proposed for the settlement of the land revenue, though so 
worded as to admit of a more comprehensive application. ‘The patta to the 
Raja in 1197 appears to be in theysame form as the pattas granted to other 
waunindars. It specifically declares his liability to the process of sale for the 
recovery of arrears due from him. as well as to the ordinary charge of interest 
on balances which he might allow to accrue. The subsequent resolutio. of 
Government to abstain from the ordinary process appears to have been founded 
partly on a consideration of the diffeulties which it was alleged the Baja hud 
encountered in the collection of bis rents, but principally on tlie persuasion 
that such a procers could not, with propricty, be applied to an extensive and 
inuecessible region, peopled by elisses represented as singularly rude and 
ignorant. Even, supposing that the Resolution of Septembcr, 1789 had been 
mtended to declare the zamindars of Nagpur exempt from the general operation 
ut the Revenue Regulations, yet that resolution must have been held to be 
superseded by the rules subsequently passed and enacted in a revised form 
in 1798. Inthe general code of that year, there is nothing to indicate that 
any partof the district of Ramgarh was to be excluded from the general 
scheme. The rule contained in section 84, Regulation VIII, sufficiently 
provided against the minute scrutiny which the Collector of Ramgarh had 
in 1789 deprecated, and itis further to be observed that the correspondence 
which led to the enactment of that portion of Regulation IV of 1794, which 
exempts from the operation of the rules regarding the appointmert of 
patwaris and the delivery of pattas, the part of the zillas of Ramgarh included 
in the soubah of Bibar, contains, among other papers, a petition from the 
Raja of Chota Nagpur. He had been with other zamindars required to conform 
to the rules in question and with the others had represented their inapplica- 
bility to the state of things existing in his estate ; but there is not the slightest 
hint of any claim to an cxemption from the law. His Lordship in Council 
is satisfied, therefore, that the General Regulations apply to Chota Nagpur, 
and ought to be enforced there with the reserve generally applicable to estates 
aimilarly circumstanced, It need scarcely be added that His Lordship in 
Council deems the zanindar of Cheta Nagpur, to be clearly entitled to 
the benefit of the declaration contained in Regulation I of 1793, by which 
the decennial Settlement concluded under the Resolutions of the 1th September 
and 25th November, 1789, and the 10th February, 1790, is declared to be 
permanent.” 

AG. Relations with Government.— It appears from the correspondence of the 
period that the relations between the Government officials and the Raja were 
still far from cordial; nor, does the aduinistration of the district appear to 
nave much improved. 
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47. Period 1820 to 1830,—During the period 1820-1830, the Raja continued 
to be dilatory in his payments of revenue, and the Collector, Mr. Smith, was 
obliged to attach his demesne lands in 1823. Numerous disputes between 
the Raja and his jagirdars es to his rights of resumption arose, and ver 
little attention was paid to the letter or the spirit of the Regulations, whie 
appear to have been unknown in many parts of the district. In addition the 
steady and continous flow of foreigners from the Behar and Bengal districts, 
and the steady acquisition of Tanded property by them, caused serious discontent 
among the aboriginal population. 

In 1820, serious disturbances broke out in Tamar, which required the 
despatch of a considerable force to put down. In 1826, Armai and Gobind- 
pur thanas were taken out of the hauds of the Raja, and their expenses defrayed 
by Government. 

48. Insurrection of the Kols, 1831-1832.—It was uot, however, till 1831 
when the general insurrection of the Kols broke out that the attention of Govern- 
ment was really arrested, and the necessity of radical reforms in the adminis- 
tration conclusively demonstrated. Fora long time the discontent had been 
growing among tho Mundas of Sonepur owing to the encroachment of 
the foreigners, who were continually arriving and settling in the country, 
But the immediate cause of the outbreak was the ection of Harnath Sahi. 
« younger brother of the Raja, in giving out several villages in farm to Sikhs, 
Mohamedans, and others over the heads of the rightful owners, the Mankis 
and Mundas. In this way, twelve villages, that had belonged to Singhrai 
Manki, were given to the Sikhs. The statement of Bindra Manki of Ichagutu, 
Singhrai’s brother, taken at the time, and apparently fully believed by 
Mr. Cuthbert and Captain Wilkinson, throws a flood of light on the state 
of lawlessness, which prevailed about this time in the district, and the hope- 
lessness of the aboriginal population ever obtaining any redress from the 
local potentates who were then in practical possession of the country. The 
statement is as follows:— 


“I borrowed a pair of old buffaloes from Burju Bania of the Sonepur pargana. 
This man came to my house acoompanied by 6@ men and took from me six cows, 
and calves, and four buffaloes, seized both my brother, Singhrai and myself, and took us 
to his house. We succeeded in effecting our escape, but my cattle were not released. I 
complained to Koomkera Singh, Raja of Bandgaon, of the Bania’s treatment of us. He 
listened to me and gave me 385 men for my protection with whom I went to Surgaon, 
where not finding the Bania, we seized two men and a pair of bullocks which we took 
to the Raja, For this an inhabitant of Surgaon, named Singh, preferred a complaint against 
me at Sherghati. My brother Singhrai and self and Bahadur were seized by the Chakar- 
dharpur Munshi and Jamadar who came to Bandgaon for the purpose. 1 requested 
them to send us to Sherghati, if our seisure were in consequenceof orders from there, 
They replied that they would give us answer on paying them 100 rupees. After remaining 
confined in the stocks for fitteen days and suffering great pain, we escaped. When our 
flight was discovered, the Munshi and Jamadar carried off my two wives. They released 
the older, who was pregnant, but the other, who was young, was detained and ravished 
by the Munshi and two of his Musalman peons; the Simgh of Surgaon has besides taken 
away two of my sisters by force, who are still in his house. At the Dasahara of the present 
year, Singhrai, Bahadur and I waited on Raja Achet Singh of Porahat; Sooie Munda 
also accompanied us. We complained to the Raja of his Munshi’s having sided with his 
father-in-law and deprived my wife of her chastity and of the Singh having forcibly taken 
away and kept my sisters. When we had told the Raja our grievances, we returned home. 
We four were subsequently sent for by Kishna Dewan, who told us that, as we were 
Kols, we might do as we pleased, but be careful not to involve Raja Achet Singh in any 
difficulties by our conduct. We returned home, invited all the Kols our brethren and 
caste to assemble at the village Lankoh in Tamar, where we had a consultation. The 
Pathans had taken our honour and the Singh our sisters, and the Kuar. Haranath Sahi, had 
forcibly deprived us of our estate of twelve villages which he had given to the Singh. 
Uur lives wo considered of no value, and being of one caste and brethren, it was agreed 
upon that we should commence to cut, plunder, murder and eat, We said, if any were 
hanged it would be us four; if any put in irons, we should be the four. We four should be 
anewerable, and if the gentlemen sent for any it would be us, who were ready to attend 
and submit to whatever might be ,the sentence. It is with this resolution that we have 
been murdoring and plundering those who have deprived us of both honour and homés, 
conceiving that committing such outrages our grievances would come to light, and that, 
if we had any master, notice would be taken of them and justice rendered.” 


It was probably the intention of the Sonepur insurgents to confine the 
plundering and lovting to their immediate neighbourhood. The arrows of war, 
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however, were circulated through the country, and by the middle of January 
1832, the Uraons had also entered into the spirit of insurrection, which 
developed into a national crusade, with the avowed object of getting rid of 
the horde of foreigners, who had settled in the country. There were no 
troops available in the district, and the zamindars, who were mainly respon- 
sible for the outbreak, sought safety in flight. The insurgents were joined 
by a force of Lurka Kole from Singhbhum, who joined eagerly in the work 
of destruction. ‘lhe result was that the whole country was for the tine being 
at their mercy. 

The plan they pursued was to send intimation to those of their caste in 
the villages in advance, that they purposed to plunder and burn the houses 
of all the respectable inhabitants in seven days. The latter were told by 
the Kols of their own villages that the Lurkas were advancing, and that, 
unless they departed, they would be murdered. Very few delayed their 
departure and the advancing parties were joined by the Kols of every village 
they approached, who partook of the plunder of all the property left by 
those who ran away. Those of the respectable inhabitants, who neglected 
the warning of the Kols, were murdered. “ The instances of such courage”, 
Captain Wilkinson wrote, ‘have been rare, and the numbers of murders have 
consequently been fewer than might have been expected, when it is considered 
that the houses and property of almost every respectable individual in Nagpur 
have been plundered and burnt.” = 

In the meanwhile, troops were being gradually collected; but, not till 
the middle of February, 1832 were they able to take the offensive on a large 
scale. ‘Three flying columns were formed which swept the country from 
north to south. Little opposition was encountered save in Sonepur, where 
it was found that the inhabitants» had abandoned their villages and taken to 
the hills. All the columns now concentrated in this country and the leaders, 
after some resistance, surrendered on the 19th March, 1852 to the Commis- 
sioners, who directed the operations, 

49. Causes of the insurrection,—The causes of the insurrection are thus 
explained in detail in the report of the Joint Commissioners, Mr. Dent and 
Captain Wilkinson, written soon after the supprossion of the revolt:— 

“All the Markis of Sonepur had for some years been deprived of their 
hereditary estates by Harnath Sahi, the Kuar of Gobindpur, who had farmed 
them to ¢hiccadars on tenures yarying..'lhese ‘¢hiceadars had rendered 
themselves obnoxious not only to the Mankis but to the cultivators. They 
would not permit the former to have even the fruit of trees which themselves 
and their forefathers had planted, and, having only a temporary interest in the 
land, they naturally raised from it the highest possible rents. Two of the 
Singhbhum Sirdars, Bindrai of Kutma and Soyee Munda of Gobindpur, had 
been ill treated by two of the Sonepur thiccadars and a relation of one of them 
in the service of the Singhbhum Raja, in the manner specified in our former 
despatches. These two Sirdars, it would appear, having consulted with . their 
brethren, the Mankis of Sonepur, called in the assistance of the Bandgaon 
Kols, over whom Bindrai appears to have had great influence, and those of 
Koehang, Sunjari and Jainoor Chitpele of Tamar, who have always been 
forward wherever plunder was obtainable. They resolved to rid themselves 
of the obnoxious class of thiceadars, and with this view commenced plundering 
and burning their property and murdering themselvcs and their dependents, 
wherever they could meet them. 

In the villages which were first attacked, the Kols were heard to say that 
they would not leave a thiccadar alive in Sonepur who were enriching them- 
selves on their (the Kols’) lands while the rightful owners of them were 
starving. ‘They did not molest or carry off from the villages, which they 
attacked, the property of the Kols by whom they were generally joined. 
The news of this forbearance and of the cruelties practised towards the Suds 
(Hindus) spread rapidly, and induced the latter to desert their houses and 
their property with the exception of what they could carry away about their 
persons, The Rautia zamindars of Sonepur had recently had their rents 
raised, and the Kuar had deprived some of them of their estates and had 
farmed, mortgaged or granted other villages in mukarrari tenures. When they 
were called on to collect their followers to resist the Kols, nota man came 
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forward and they were left unmolested by the Kols, which leaves but little 
doubt, but that they were from the first aware of the course to be pursued, and 
latterly they actually joined the insurgents. 

The Kols throughout Nagpur had within the last few years had their rents 
increased by their elaqadars, zamindare and thie.ada:s 35 per cont. by a process 
mentioned in the 19th paragraph of our letter of the 5th April. They had 
made roads through the pargana without payment, as begarrtes (forced labour). 
T} e mahajans, who advanced money and grain, managed within a 12-month to 
get frem them 7U per cent., ani sometimes more. They disliked the tax upon 
liquor, which was fixed at four annas per housc; but, more than that amount was 
levied very generally, besides a rupee s:/ami on almost every village and a /hast 
or goat. 

_ Ina former despatch we stated that the Kols were averse to undertake 
the cultivation of the poppy, and we find a great disinclination on the part of 
other classes to carry iton. Under these circumstances and with refcrence 
to the accompanying statement, we have ordered it to be discontinued in 
Nagpur, and recommend that tho people in Palamau should no longer be 
cal'ed on to cultivate it. 

‘Che thana establishments were also complained of, and a ‘ dak” catab- 
lishment was kept up, the expense of which fell upon the Kols of those vil- 
lages which were situated on the lines of road traversed by the “dak”, 
The raiyate of the Raja’s dhanvar (khas) villages complain that the present Dewan 
had within the last five years taken from them double the quantity of seita 
grain which he did formerly. The seka is a certain portion of grain furnish- 
ed annually to the Raja by his Jiandar, villages under particular rules, and 
the quantity has been increased:by increasing the size of the meaeure. ‘The 
peons collecting the rents in the bkandar viliages formerly received one 
py(a of rice or one anna per diem. They now take four since the pregent 
Dewan came into power. The ehangors, who go as labourers into Bengai 
and other parts of India, are on their return obliged to pay one rupee each 
to the owner or farmer of their villages, and this is denominsted hoortur, 
Bondsmen have long existed in Ramgarl,Sherghati and other parts of this 
zilla, but were not known in Chota Nagpur. Many people from below 
the ghat have settled in Nagpur and it was one of the subjects of cum- 
plaint amongst the Kols that within the lust five years several of these set- 
tlers, to whom they had become deeply indebted, had pressed so hard for 
payment that many of the Kols had executed sewakpattans, that is, had sold 
their services till the debt was discharged, which was in fact binding them- 
selves to give their whole earnings to their creditor, receiving from him 
food aud clothing, or to work for him exclusively, thus becoming his bonds- 
men for life. 

The complaints against the thana amla were loud in our progress through 
the country, but the number of instances of exaction, which appeared in the 
statements we have as yet received from the Amins, are by no means so 
numerous as we anticipated. ‘I'his may proceed from a reluctance on the part 
of those who have paid money to come forward with their complaints from 
an spprehension that proving their correctness will be attended with much 
trouble aud inconvenience. ‘Whe following instauce will show the nature of 
those brought to our notice. 

Loruooraw Kol of Chutterevte stated that “in the month of Bhado last 
one of bis déangars returning from work went to a tank, fell intu it, and 
was drowned. The circumstance was reported at the thana of Jeckuchutti, 
in consequence of which there came 4 burkundaz to examine the corpse, ete. 
He was accompanied by 10 or 15 Ketwars, and remained eight days in the 
village during which time they consumed 5 fals of oosna rice, 2} kais 
of orwa rice, 2 rupees worth of ghee and 1 rupee’s worth of salt. In 
addition to this, the sepoy took rupees 26-4, which was paid him to 
prevent his carrying his threat of sending the Kol to Sherghati into execution, 

The Mahtos, Pahans, or claqadars of villages were required annually 
to register the nawes of the Kotwals aud Garaits of their respective villages, 
on which occasion the darogas of thunas were in the habit of taking one 
rupee urmore according tothe size of the village under the denomination 
of dofwali or garait lkhat. 
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The cause of the commencement of the disturbances we concoive to have 
been satisfactorily explained and, considering the semi-barbarous state in 
which the Nagpur Kols yet remain, we do not deem it unnatural, when 
they saw the Suds deserting their villages and found themselves looked upon 
by the Sonepur insurgents as an injured class in place of objects of attack, 
und impressed as they were with an idea that they could plunder with im- 
puuity and get rid of the Suds, whom they esteemed their oppressors, that 
they should make an effort and take an active part in the insurrection. 

We have received a statement tending directly to implicate the|Kaja’s bro- 
ther and the Kuars of Basia and Gueindput as the planners of the insurrec- 
tion ; but no proof of this exigts, and, though the story is plausibly enough 
got up, it 18 in our opinion by no means a probable one, notwithstarding there 
being some facts on which it is founded, viz., that the Chatra Babu and one 
of the Vachete Raja’s relations came to marriages at Basia and Govindpur as 
specified in the statement appended No. 1. There are some circumstances 
in the conduct of the Raja of Nagpur and the Kuar of Basia which give the 
story an appearance of truth. In several instances, in which elaqadars and 
thiccadars were killed in the insurrection, their villages have been taken 
possession of by the Kuar and Raja on the plea of there baing no direct male 
heirs. It must, however, be borne in mind that this statement was not made 
till these things were known, and the man who gave it in is at onmity with 
the Basia family. In the beginning of October, when again asked how he 
became acquainted with the facts detailed in particular parts of his statement, 
he replied that the part relating to the Seraikhela Sirdar was pure conjecture, 
because he was nearly connected with the Raja, and another part was of a 
precisely similar nature. 

It is by no means probable that, if the Govindpur Kuar was a party to 
such a plan he would have employed those men as instruments, namely, the 
Mankis and Rautias whoin he had reduced to poverty and beggary. Nor is 
it likely, had they been acting under his directions, that they would have 
plundered his property, which they undoubtedly aid, as well as the property 
of every Sud through ail the villages of his country. Basia itself was not, and 
indeed few of the villages in that, pargana were plundered, but this might 
huve been owing to a dread of Lohar Singh Rautia, the zamindar of that 
estate, who cau command a numerous force of followers of his own caste, or 
vo his being a party in the insurrection. At all events, the Suds residing in the 
estates of the Kuar and his brother the Thakur in other parts of the country 
were not spared. 

Gopi Vande, who was said to be on his way to the Commissionor’s, was 
certainly killed in Basia on the night previous to Gopinath Sahai’s and Lohar 
Singh’s starting to join our camp at Barkagarh. An outcry at the time he 
was killed was made, probably by his murderers, that a tiger had seized him. 
A mystery which has not been cleared up hangs over his death. 

We also append a statement No. 2 made by Sahib Singh, Subadar of the 
Ramgurh battalion, who commanded the party of that corps which came from 
Sambalpur and was in Palkot during the latter ha of the disturbances. It 
will be perceived therefrom that the Raja accused the Basia Kuar and Lohar 
Singh of being the originators of the insurrection, Subsequently to taking 
Sahib Singh’s statement we confrooted the Raja with the Subadar without 

rmitting the presence of a third person. The Raja, however, did not fully 
adhere to what he had asserted in the presence of the Subadar at Palkot, 
though he insisted that Lohar Singh was one of the instigators but could not 
bring forward any proofs. He may, however, have had a better understanding 
with the insurgents than we are awaro of. 

It was mentioned by a brother of the Dewan of Rahe that the Kols of 
Tamar and Bundu had received sanads from the Maharaja of Nagpur, desiring 
them to burn, plunder, and expel the foreigners, He had seen no sanav's 
and could tring no proof of their existence; neither could we subsequently 
learn from any of the Kols of the pargana anything confirmatory of this 
statement. 

A brahman of Basia, Sohra Misser, who was once Lohar Singh Rautia’s 
Dewan, accused, in a stutement given in on the 29th May, Lohar Singh 
Kautia and Kumu! Singh Reutia of planning and instigating the insurrection 
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for the purpose of getting rid of the thanas and gentlemen, and of the Suds. 
For the proof of what he asserted, he referred us to the people who had been 
‘plundered, and when asked for the name of his informers he first gave one 
and then another, but could not adduce any proofs. This man is not 
considered a good character. 

‘There are reasons why the Raja should wish to get rid of our interference. 
Its consequence has been to deprive him of all influence and authority over 
the jagirdars and vamindars, who, whatever the nature of their tenures, have 
long considered that the regular discharge of their malguzart (rent) emancipated 
them from all further claims on the part of the Raja. On the contrary, 
previous to the country having become subject to our Regulations, a for- 
feiture of estate would have followed a disregard of a call for services. He 
has likewise been a loser in a pecuniary point of view. In addition to his 
malguzart, he used to collect throughout the country every third yeur madad 
the amount of which, though considerable, we have uot had the means of 
ascertaining. This was prohibited in 1783, 

He also collected punchpownea in many parts of the country, a tax 
on men of certain castes and trades, varying in rate from 4 to 12 annas 
per house in different parganas. The classes taxed were Telis, Dhobies, 
Kumhars, Hajams, Jolahas, Chiks, Tantis, Chamars, etc. This was ordered 
to be discontinued 15 or 16 years ago. On occasions of rejoicing or 
mourning, such as births, marriages and deaths in tke royai family, con- 
tributions were levied, which are now no longer tendered or permitted. He 
has also been deprived of his sayer duties, Of this last deprivation, he 
claims a restoration and has instituted=a, suit in Court. But the sabduliyat 
given to Mr. Leslie would induce.a ‘belief that his claim was a bad one, as 
in it it is distinctly stated that a remission had been previously granted,” 

50. Administrative reforms.—-The suppression of the revolution,was followed 
immediately by a number of administrative reforms. In Sonepur, the Mankis 
and Mundas were all reinstated in their respective villages on reduced rentals, 
and the ¢hiccadars and mukarridars were referred to the Kuar for the adjust- 
ment of their claims. The cultivation of the poppy was discontinued, and 
the collections on account of “ abkari” and the “ dik” cess were suspended 
for the time being. 

The question of the rents payable by the great mass of the agricultural 
Kol population was, however, left untouched, so that the so-called reforms 
merely affected the fringe of the trouble. The insurrection and the causes 
which led to it proved conclusively the necessity of a closer administrative 
and more effective control by British officers on the spot. It was, therefore, 
considered necessary to alter the system of administration, and to establish 
Courts within the limits of the Chota Nagpur estate. ‘The South-West Frontier 
Agency was accordingly established in 1834, with head-quarters at Kishanpur 
Ranchi). 

SL Munsiffs’ Courts,—At the time of the insurrection there were, it appears, 
two Munsiffs’ Courts stationed in the country, one at Lohardaga and one at 
Barkaghar. 

The administration of the existing laws by these Courts did not, it 
seems, inspire coufidence. ‘As they only enabled”, says Mr. Dent, “the 
creditor more rigorously to enforce payment of his claims and the landholders 
of all denominations to compel payment of their rents by means of the 
process of distraint, they were not likely to be viewed with favour by the 
Kols, to whom they appeared rather as instruments of oppression than 
justice.” . 

52. The South-West Frontier Agency —The most important result of the 
insurrection and other kindred disturbances, which occurred about the same 
time in parts of the jungle mahals and in Dhalbhum, was that a Regulation 
(Regulation XIE of 1883) was passed abolishing the Courts of the Dewant 
Adalat of Ramgarh and the jungle mahals, and providing special rules for 
the superintendence of certain tracts of country, which were now formed 
into an Agency to be known as the South-West Frontier Agency. The 
Agency consisted of Chota Nagpur (the present district of Ranchi and 
pargana Tori), Palamau, Kharakdiha, Ramgarh, Kundu, the jungle mahals 
(exeept Bishenpur, Sainpahari, and Sherghar), and pargana Dhalbhum which 
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was then included in district Midnapur. Within the territory so constituted, 
the operation of the Regulations and of the rules for the administration of 
Civil and Criminal Justice and the collection of the revenue was suspended, 
and authority in these and all other matters vested in an officer, denominated 
Agent to the Governor-General. Power was taken to prescribe rules for the 
guidance and control of the Agent and the officers subordinate to him. Those 
portions of the old Ramgarh district, which were not included in the Agency, 
were transferred to zilla Behar, with the exception of pargana Chacke, which 
was transferred to Bhagalpur. Captain Thomas Wilkinson was appointed 
first Agent under the new Regulation ona salary of Rs. 36,000 per annum, 
with two senior and two junior Assistants, the disposal of whose services was 
left in his discretion. | . 

53. Powers of Ageni.—Under the rules framed under the Regulation, the 
Agent was given very large powers, He was vested with the same powers as were 
exercised by Commissioners of Revenue and Civil and Sessions Judges ; but, he 
was enjoined, until otherwise directed, to conform to all orders from the Sadar 
Dewani and Nizamat Adalat, the Sadar Board of Revenue, and the Board of 
Customs, Salt and Opium in the same manner as the local officers were required 
to do before the suspension of the operation of the Regulations. It was con- 
templated, however, that it would not be necessary for these Courts and Boards 
of Control to interfere, except in matters referred by the Agent, unless a 
strong necessity for such interference should arise. The Agent was to exercise 
si~vilar powers of control over his Assistants,Jand all other persons subject to 
his authority. 

§4.. Divisions,—The whole territory was sub-divided by the Agent into 
three parts, which were demarcated as the Manbhum, Lohardaga, and Hazari- 
bagh divisions, The district of Singhbhum was established some years later. 
The Lobardaga division, which corresponded roughyy to the present districts 
of Ranchi and Palamau, was placed in charge of Lieutenant Ousley with 
its administrative head-quarters at Lohardaga, while the Agent’s head- 
quarters was located at Kishanpur, a small village situated within the 
municipal limits of the present town of Ranchi, near where the district jail 
now stands. The officers in charge of the divisions were called Principal 
Assistants to the Agent to the Governor-General, and their duties corres- 
ponded to some extent with those whichare now performed by Deputy Commis- 
sioners of districts, 

55. Criminal Justice-—According to the rules, as finally sanctioned by the 
Government, for the administration of Criminal justice, the Assistants 
were to be guided by the general Regulations in the discharge of their judicial 
functions, and to punish offenders under the powers vested in Magistrates by the 
Regulations. Their proceedings were subject to revision by the Agent, who 
was empowered to confirm, annul, or modify them at his discretion. 

They were further empowered to pass sentences of imprisonment for 9 
period of seven years; but, ali sentences, which exceeded the powers vested 
in the Magistrates by the Regulations. were subject to confirmation by the 
Agent, Detailed rules regarding procedure, the recording of confessions, 
evidence, etc., were also drawn up. These were superseded by Act XXV 
of 1861 (the Criminal Procedure Code}, which was extended to the districts, 
of Chota Nagpur by order No, 3167A., dated the 26th December, 1861. The 
special powers vested in Assistants were, however, held to be in force till the 
passing of Act XV of 1862, under which district officers in the province 
were authorized to try cases except those punishable with death, and to pass 
sentence up to seven years, The extra powers are still exercised by Deputy 
Commissioners under the provisions of sections 30 and 34 of the present 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V of 1898 . 

56. Civil Justice,—A simple code of rules was also drawn up by Captain 
Wilkinson for the administration of Civil justice, but they did_not receive 
thé’ sanction of Government, pending the promulgation of a Bill on the 
subject, which was under preparation at the time, but whic was never passed. 
There were, therefore, no specific rules to guide the Courts in the administra- 
tion of Civi] justice for some years, until the introduction of the Civil 
Procedure Code (Act VIII of 1859), The Courts, however, appear to have 
been guided by the general spirit of the rules framed by Captain Wilkinson. 
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and by the Regulations. An appeal was| allowed from the decision of the 
Munsiffs to the Assistant and from the decisions of the latter to the Agent.. 

5. Two special rules—Two of the most remarkable of Captain 
Wilkinson’s rules are contained in paragraphs 26 and 27 of his despatch, They 
are af follews :— 


“96, Vakils shall not be permitted to plead in any of the Courts within the jurisdiction, 
but parties shall be allowed to conduct their business in the Courts, either in person or 
by Mukhtiars or authorized agents. But suite for the remunerations of Agents or Mukh- 
tiars shall not be heard in any Court. 

(The object of this rele is to discourage vexatious litigation, which in the Regulation | 
provinces is greatly promoted by intriguing Vakils or Mukhtiars.) 

27. No sale, transfer, or mortgage of any landed property, on account of claims for 
rent or on any other account, shall be legal until the authority of the Governor-General’s 
Agent for such sale, transfer or mortgage shall have beon obtained. 

(‘The object of this rule is to prevent the sale, transfer, or mortgage of lands, which, 
whether hereditary or not, are considered so by the holders, who would themselves hereafter, 
even if consenting to transfer, sale, or mortgage, or whose heirs would (a favourable 
opportunity offering) make an effort to recover the lands by violent measures, also to check 
the jungle rajas, jagirdars or zamindars from involving themselves in debt, which by mort- 
gage, ete., they have a facility of doing.” 

No Vakils or Pleaders practised in the Courts, but Mukhtiars were. subse- 
quenily allowed to practise under the authority of the Governor-General’s 
Agent, and were remunerated according to scale of fees prescribed by him 
in 1845. Pleaders were first appointed on the promulgation of Act XX of 
1865. 

58. Continuance of the restrictions:ontransfcr, ete—When Act VIII of 1859 
(an Act for simplifying the procedure of the Courts of Civil judicature) was 
extended to the districts of Hazaribagh, Manbhum, and Lohardaga, the fol- 
lowing proviso was added to the notification :— 


“ Asfor good and sufficient reasons, it is considered expedient that the present 
restrictions on the sale of landed property in those districts should continue in forca, sec- 
tion 205 of the aforesaid Act (the Code of Civil, Procedure) is hereby extended, subject 
to the proviso that no sale of land shall be made in the districts of Hazaribagh, Lohar- 
daga and Manbhum, without the sanction of the Commissioner of the Province had and 
obtained before.” 


When Act X of 1877 (the Code of Civil Procedure) came into opera- 
tion, notifications (dated the 27th June, 1878 and 31st December, 1879) were 
issued, declaring the continuance of this rule in Hazaribagh and Lohardaga, 
pargans Dhalbhum, and in those parts of Manbhum (specified) which were 
mainly inhabited by a non-Bengali population. When the Encumbered Kstates 
Act (Act VI of 1876) became law, it was considered that the political necessity, 
_ which gave rise to the rule, had disappeared, and in 1882, the restrictions 

upon the sale of lands in executions of Civil decrees, without the Commission- 
er’s consent, were withdrawn, and, by theterms of a notification, dated the 
13th June, 1882, the previous rules were modified and the Commissioner 
was empowered, in any case in which he might consider it desirable to do so, 
“to forbid the sale of any estate or part of an estate situated in the Chota 
Nagpur Division.” 

59. Restrictions abolished.—The powers thus conferred continued in force 
till the new Civil Procedure Code (Act V of 1908) became law, and were 
mainly exercised in the case of estates, the owners of which had applied 
for protection under the Encumbered Estates Act, the applications being 
pending for final orders. ‘he notification of 1882 was issued under the 

owers conferred on the Local Government by the second clause of section 
327 of Act XIV of 1882 (The Civil Procedure Code), The clause was omit- 
ted in the new Code ; so the notification became invalid from the date on 
which the latter came into foree. The Commissioner can, therefore, no longer 
exercise any veto on the sale of estates or parts thereof in the Civil Courts ; 
put, it is understood that it is proposed to amend the Encumbered Estates 
Act, with a view to give him power to intervene in the case of estates, the 
owners of which have applied for protection under that Act, pending the 
disposal of the applications. It will thus be seen that up tothe year 1882, 
no landed property could be sold or alienated without the consent of the 
Commissioner. From that year, this restriction was withdrawn, and the 
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Commissioner henceforward had power only to prohibit the sale of estates or 
portions thereof. ‘This latter power also has been taken away since 1908. _ 

GO. Restrictions on transfer of lanaed property adhered to— The orders re- 
garding the restriction on sale, transfer or mortgage of landed property appear 
to have been rigidly adhered to for some time in this district at least, and 
in 1839, the Assistunt in charge of Lohardaga division reported to the Agent 
that landed property is never sold in execution of decrees for arrears of 
rent or on any other account. The same officer reported in 1853 that, since 
the district came into the possession of Government, ‘land has never been in 
one solitary case sold in execution of a decree.” The system, as might 
be expected, led to some grave abuses, Mr, Ricketts, Member of the Board of 


Revenue, reported as follows in 1855 :— 


“It appears to me that the system existing is the most mischievous that could be fol- 
lowed ; so that any change would be for the better. It is enough to say that it is uncer- 
tain, and as being uncertain it must be bad. If it was resolved, either that estates should 
be sold in execution of decrees, or that they should not be sold, lenders and borrowers 
would understand their position, and regulate their transactions accordingly. Under the 
existing custom, & landowner may borrow with the understanding that bis estate is 
not protected from sale, and when the lender shows inclination to proceed to extremit- 
ies, he has but to cause hints to be conveyed to the authorities that a sale could not be 
enforced without risking the peace of the country ; and he may defy the oreditor and the 
Courts ; the Agent will not allow a sale. 

There are other weighty objections to the system. There is not even an attempt to 
diegnise the truth. Itis not said that it is desirable to maintain the old gamindar, 
because he is a good subject, manages his estate well, and isa friend to his raiyats ; on 
the contrary, itis declared, that it is advisable to protect the zamindar, because he is a 
bad subject, because it is supposed that, should the authorities endeavour to do justice to his 
creditor, be is prepared to stir up his ignorant followers and cultivators to resistance; in short, 
that he is prepared to rebel rather than pay, and therefore it must be permitted to him nor 
to pay. Further the effect is to place all the district authorities in a most undignified, and, 
therefore, most harmful position. On a sale being pressed by a deeree-holding creditor, the 
Principal Assistant in charge of the distrist has to Inquire and report, whether, in his opinion, 
the defendant is so bad a subject that he is worthy of the protection of the Court. He has 
to seek information whether the inhabitants are ignorant and likely to be misled, whether 
the influence of the zamindar over them is considerable and likely to be exercised for 
mischievous purposes, Should the results of the inquiry affirm all these positions, it is the 
business of the district officer to propose that, to use the phraseology of the division, 
“the estate should receive tho protection of the Agent's oftice.’ Should the inquiry show 
that the zamindar has always been, and is, a well-disposed subjeot, that his ralyats are not 
much under his influence, and that what influence he does possess, he never would exert 
to their injury in order to obtain any selfish end, the district officer must report that thero 
is nothing to prevent the law from’taking its course. The effect of all this ounnot but be 
bad; it must bring the Courts and the officers, who preside in them, into contempt, and it 
must incline the zamindars to have a bad. character rather than a good oue. 

That change is desirable must be admitted. I see that all the existing authorities are 
unwilling to-take upon themselves the responsibility of proposing the sale of land in execution 
of decrees, though they fairly see the mischief of the existing system. i am unwilling to 
propose # change, but it is unquestionabioe, I think, that a positive prohibition of all sales, 
under any circumstances, would be preferable to the existing uncertainty, If it was declared 
that no landed property of any sort should bo held answerable for the debts of the proprietors, 
all dealings would be conducted with reference to the immunity declared.” 


Gl. Method of realizing debts, —The method of realizing debts due on 
landed property is thus described by the Deputy Commissiuner of Hazaribagh 
in 1869:— 

“Tt was and still continues to be tte custom, when any zamindar or sadar farmer falls 
into arrears, to follow the provisions of Regulation IV of 1793 and Regulation VII of 1799, 
and to issue a dustuk on the defaulter, sometimes a second and third time, and, if the 
defaulter still failed to pay the amount due from him, bis moveable property was first 
attached and sold after proclamation, and, if the amount of sale did not cover the amount 
due, his immoveable property was attached and managed direct by the Deputy Commissioner 
as Collector, till the arrears were cleared off, when the estate was released, 

In some cases the person of the defaulter was seized, and he was committed to prison 
till that arrear was made good.” 


@2. Wisdom of the rule——The wisdom of the Agent’s rules, prohibiting 
transfer of land, was, notwithstanding Mr, Rickett’s remarks, proved by subse- 
quent experience, ‘The free sale of landed property for arrears of rent, and 
the rights of transfer of raiyati and khunt-katti tenancies, which were exercised 
from 1882 onwards, led to serious abuses and to grave disturbances in the 
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Munda country, and Government was obliged to give statutory effect again 
to the principles, which the authority of the Agent enforced in the early days 
of the South-West Frontier Agency. he restrictions on the transfer of these 
tenancies contained in sections 46, 48 and 240 of the present Tenancy Act 
give effect to the same principles. Power has also been delegated to the 
Commissioner by the provisions of section 208 ‘of the Tenancy Act to 
prohibit or stay the sale of tenures or portions thereof for arrears of rent. 
But, as the law stands at present, he cannot intcrfero with sales under the 
Civil Courts’ process. 

63. Power to adjust accounts and to release property.— Besides the restrictions 
on the eale of land above referred to, the Agent, Captain Wilkinson, obtained 
the consent of Government (the orders are dated the 13th October, 1834) to a 
rule empowering him to interfere, whenever the estate of an hereditary pro- 
prietor was so deeply involved as to render such interposition desirable. He 
was empowered to adjust accounts, to declare what was actually due to the 
creditors, to regulate interest charges, and to release mortgaged proper ; 
_ whenever it was found that the debt had been liquidated by the usuiruct. it 
pees “he had authority to sequester the estate for the payment of the 

ebts. 

“Tt has alwaye been held,” says Colonel Dalton, writing in 1869, “that the Oommis- 
sioner, in refusing to sell an estate, may order its sequestration till the debt be paid ; this 
power was exercisod as derived from the orders of the 13th October, 1834, and appears a 
necessary corollary to the authority conferred to stay sales of estates. I have no hesitation 
in saying that, had this power not been conferred on the Commissioner, very few of the 
ebtates in Chota Nagpur would, up to this time, have remained in the hands of the old 
proprietors, and it would have been a calamity to the people, if they had passed into the 
hands of the aliens. It is with them a maxim that, however ignorant, dissipated, extra- 
vagant, their zamindara, or, more properly, chiefs of the old line may bo, they are to them 
better and kinder landlords than the most enlightened of interlopers. It is, however, to be 
regretted that the rules issued for the preservation of estates were not more comprehensive 
and complete. Whut was wanted, aud what we should have hers, is a law of enta{l that 
would strictly limit the interest of eacl: chief and debar any alienation of the property 
beyond his own life.” 


64. A regular system of Police and Courts—Tho most important result of 
the establishment of the Agency was that for the first time since the cession of 
the Dewani, a regular system of Police and Cotirts for the administration of 
justice by British officers was éstablished. T'ho people had, therefore, for thé 
first time in their histcry, Courts sitting at reasonable distances from their 
viliages, presided over by ufficers. who were ready to listen to their grievances 
and to redress abuses according to their lights, 

65. Tle administration of Civil Justite,—Theré Were two Munsiffs stationed 
in the district, one at Ranchi, and the other at Lohardaga, The principal 
Sadar amin of Gola also appears to have exercised jurisdiction, The Prineipal 
Aesistant tried some important original suits and heard appeals from the 
Munsiffs, Complaints have been very often made on behalf of the aborigines 
of the law’s delay and the ruimous expense entailed by litigation. It is, 
however, interesting to note tlie great improvements; which have been effected 
in this respect during the last half century. Mr. Ricketts reported in 1855 
that the principal Sadar amin of Gola decided between May and September 
of 1853 only eieven original suits. The dverage time during which each suit 
was pending, was 3 years, 3 months, and 28 days. The Munsiffs of Chota 
Nagpur ‘and Lohardaga were less dilatory. ‘The average time, during which 
suits were kept pending in their Courts, was 6 and 11 months respectively ; the 
number ot suits disposed of by all these officers was insignificant, when vom- 
pared with more modern standards, 

66. x parte decrees nut permitted. —An interesting side light is thrown on 
the distrust, with which these Courts were regarded by the aborigines, by the 
existence of a rule, which prohibited the Munsiffs from passing decrces ez parte 
against Mundas, Mankis, Kole and other such ignorant people. The Principal 
Assistant, Dr Davidson, appears to have first issued and enforced this rule in 
1838. “He had,” says Mr. Ricketts, “ascertained that ignorant persons of the 
classes above mentioned would, when served with processes, abscond or conceal 
themselves, or confess judgment, though the plaintiff had no claim whatever 
against them, from fear of the Courts.” History appears to repeat itself almost 
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invariably in the relations of the Courts to the aborigines, When the Code of 
Civil Procedure was extended to the division, this salutary rule of the 
Principal Assistant became obsolete, and the evils, which Dr. Davidson 
toresaw, began to flourish, Numerous fraudulent ez parte decrees were 
obtained aguinst the ignorant Mundas and other aborigines, and this was one 
of the minor causes of the subsequent agrarian discontent. Dr. Davidson’s 
rule is, of course, unsuited to more modern conditions, The aborigines have 
greatly improved in intelligence since those days; but, when the rules 
regulating the service of processes uuder the present Tenancy Act were being 
framed recently, it was still considered necessary to take special precaution 
alert fraud and to secure that they were served personally, as far as that is 
r02 sible. ; 
i 67. Police thanas established.—A police thana paid for by Government was 
established at Lohardaga, and zamindari thanas were. set up at Palkot, where 
the Raja resided, and on the estates of the zamindars of Barwai, Bundu, Tamar, 
Silli, and Bantahajam. The expenses of the latter thanas were at first defrayed 
by the Reja. 

Mr. Ricketts reported on the state of the police service in 1855, as 
follows :-—— 


“There are seven police thanas with the usual establishment; and ten zamindars, 
holding under the Raja of Nagpur, have the management of the ne within their respec. 
tive mahals. About three-fifths of the district sare embraced by the seven thanas, the 
romaining two-fifths are comprised in the ten zamindaris. In two of the zamindaris, there 
are darogas named by the zamindars; in eight there are muharrirs, also named by the 
zamindars. Four of the thanas are now under the Assistant stationed at JCorunda, and oue 
samindari, Silledagh, is under the same authority. Jn six zamindaris, all orders are addross- 
ed to the zamindars, who have charge of the police. In four, the orders are directed to the 
muharrirs, who aro appointed by the zamindars: to assist in the performance of tho police 
duties. In one rehus, ag the zamindar, the Raja of Nagpur, does not reside in the estate, 
orders are necessarily sent to the mubarrir, who docs. In Barwai, the possessors of the 
estate being women, the muharrir receives the orders, and conducts the duties. In Silli, the 
zamindari being attached in execution of a decree, the police bave been taken out of the 
hands of the “ Raja.” The possessor of Silledagh in Palamau holds land on condition of 
paying the police ; but, as he has no further concern with the establishment, the orders are 
addressed to the paid police officer. 

The Principal Assistant represents that, the zamindari police is inefficient, that the 
samindars are generally ignorant, and cither unwilling or unable to perform their duties, 
and the establishment employed under thom are so underpaid that it is hopeless to expect 
good service from them. The muharrirs receive Rs. 6, many of the barkandazes Re. 1-8, 
which is a quarter less than is paid to a coolie for the commonest manual latour ‘The 
Assistant represents that the only remedy is the abolition of the zamindari system, and the 
establishment of a regular paid police in its stead, The Governor-General’s Agent also 
represents that what he has seen of the zamindari poliee has not given hima favourable 
impression of them. - 

No information is proourable as to the terms on which the police were originally left 
in the hands of the zamindars. Whether they are bound to keep them in a state of efficiency, 
whether the expenses were limited, cannot be ascertained. The Principal Assistant, Captain 
W. Qakes, is of opinion that for the sum paid by the zamindars, a more efficient establish- 
ment could be kept up, were the police placed directly under the Assistant. In 
short, the Assistant considers the zamindars as impeding rather than forwarding efficient 
management. 

There can be no doubt that an honest, able, and active zamindar, with the power of a 
daroga, might afford most efficient assistance to good government, while the power of a 
gamindar of opposite character to do mischief is] immeasurably increased by leaving the 
police in his hands. 

Circumstances are much altered since the police were placed in the hands of these 
zamindars, aud careful inquiry appears called for, as to the necessity of longer continuing a 
system, which places the duties of the police in the hands of those whom the Principal 
Assistant reports are either unable or unwilling to perform them.” 


68. Police cess.—In 1838, the zamindars, on whose estates thanas had been 
established, agreed to pay an additional sum of 4 per cent. for the upkeep of 
the thanas. The Raja continued to bear the expenses of the Palkot thana, 
and exercised police powers within that jurisdiction, and his subordinate 
tenure-holders began to exercise the powers of a daroga within their own 
estates. By a subsequent arrangement, the Raja and his subordinate zamindars 
were authorized to collect police cess at a fixed sum of Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 par 
village from their under-tenure-holders and raiyats, and the burden was trana- 
ferred to their shoulders. In case of missonduct or méqvae of powers, the 
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district officer realized the cess and paid the police, This system continued 
till the introduction of the new constabulary in 1863, when, according to the 
provisions of Act V of 1861, the police powers of the zamindars were abolished. 


69. Total Police cess.—The total police cess realized throughout the district 
ssems to have been insignificant. Colonel Dalton reported it to be Rs. 3,781 
only. 

"70. Thanas how established.—It does not appear under what authority this 
system of zamindari police originated. It seems most likely that it was im- 
posed by the first Agent, Captain Wilkinson, after consultation with the zamin- 
dars concerned. 

Oolonel Dalton inclines to this opinion, ‘The fact is,” he writes, ‘the 
zamindars and the people generally after the disturbances and anarchy they 
had been subjected to, were quite willing to acquiesce in any arrangements 
which the first Agent, Captain Wilkinson, proposed for their benefit.” 


71. The new Constabulary,—By the establishment of an organized system of 
police paid for and managed by Government in 1863, the Raja of Chota Nagpur 
and his subordinate tenure-holders were relieved of a considerable burden, 
which was likely to increase with the progress of time, By the terms of the 
Raja’s covenants with Government, he was bound to make provision for the 
protection of life and property within his territory and these duties were fre- 
quently enforced. ‘Though he was relieved of the entire burden, it appears 
that he was required to make only a small pecuniary contribution to the upkeep 
of the new police. He was, therefore, treated with liberality in this matter in 
contrast to the somewhat illiberal treatment, which he appears to have received 
in the matter of the excise and saycr duties, 


72. Heati-quarters of district removed to Kishanpur.—In 1842, the head- 
quarters of the Lohardaga district was removed to Hshanpne There was, it 
appears, 2 small jail at the latter place, and a medical officer at Doranda close 
by. It was anticipated that by the use of the jail buildings a saving would be 
effected, and the advantage of proximity to Doranda in case of illness of the 
officials was also. urged. ‘This step Was carried through despite the opposition 
of Dr. Davidson, the Assistant in charge of Lohardaga. At the same time, the 
name Kishanpur, the head-quarters of the Agency, was changed to Ranchi; but 
the district continued to be known as Lohardaga up to 1899, when the name 
was changed to Ranchi. 

73. Appointment of Depuly Commissioner.—From the time of the first 
establishment of the Agency, the Agent exercised the powers of a Civil and 
Sessions Judge in the territories under his control. In 1848 he wus relieved of 
these functions, and an officer was appointed under the title of Deputy Commis- 
sioner to discharge them. Captain Mannington, the first Deputy Commissioner, 
was appointed on a salary of Rs. 1,500 per meusem. It was contemplated that 
the Deputy Commissioner should be employed almost entirely in judicial work ; 
but he was at first placed under the superintendence of the Agent, who was 
empowered to issue necessary instructions to him regarding proceedure and the 
exercise of his duties. The Deputy Commissioner held sessions and heard 
appeals in civil cases from the district officers, He appears to bave correspond. 
ed direct with the Sadar Nizamat and Dewant Adalat; but he was virtually 
subordinate to the Agent until the provisions of the Codes of Civil and Crim- 
inal Procedure were extended to the division. The Civil Procedure Code was 
extended in 1859, and the Criminal Procedure Code in 1861. 

74. Title of Deputy Commissioner changel to Tudicial Commissioner.—By a 
notification, dated the 30th April, 1861, the title of Deputy Commissioner was 
changed to Judicial Commissioner, and the Principal Assistant to the Governor- 
General’s Agent was duected to be styled in future Deputy Commissioner, 
By a notification dated the 28th May, 1864, the Judicial Commissioner was 
vested with the powers of a Sessions Judge under the Criminal Procedure 
Code, and the Deputy Commissioners were vested with the powers of a princi- 
pal Sadar amin (Sub-Judge), 

75. Regulation XX of 1854.—By Regulation XX of 1854, an important 
change was introduced. The duties and powers conferred by Regulation XIII 
of 1833 were no longer to be vested in the Agent to the Governor-General, but 
n an officer to be appointed by the Local Government. 
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76, Commissioner appointed.—The title of the chief executive ofticer of the 
division was soon after changed to that of Commissioner, and the territory, 
hitherto known as the South-West Frontier Agency, became a non-regulation 
province under the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. The division of Lohar 
daga became a non-regulation district. 

77. Foundation of Palamau subdivision, 1860.—From 1852 one .of the 
Agent’s junior Assistants was in charge of what was then known as the Korun- 
dah subdivision with jurisdiction over the greater part of the present district of 
Palamau. In 1859 the Local Government ordered that a subdivision should be 
permanently located in Palamau, and in 1860 the subdivision was established 
with head-quarters at Leslieganj. The head-quarters of the subdivision was 
removed to Daltonganj in 1863. 

78. The Mutiny.—In 1857 the storm of the Mutiny broke. At that time 
a considerable force, known as the Ramgarh battalion, was stationed at 
Doranda, close to Ranchi. On the 2nd August, the infantry and artillery 
sections of the battalion mutinied, released the prisoners in the jail, burnt and 
looted the houses of the European officials, and fired with the six-pounder guns 
at the German Mission Church, evidently with the intention of demolishing the 
edifice. The officers, civil and military, however, escaped, and succeeded in 
reaching Hazaribagh in safety, The mutineers remained in possession of Ranchi 
till the first week of September, when they quitted the place, and marched to 
Chatra, where they were easily defeated by a detachment of Her Majesty’s 
53rd, and a detachment of Rathray’s Sikhs, after a combat of an hour’s dura- 
tion. Ranchi was reoccupied on the 22nd September. The destruction 
wrought by the mutineers and their followers was considerable. Many of the 
records, which were stored in the Commissioner’s office, were either destroyed 
or disarranged. ‘I'he Government treasury, including stamped papers, postage 
labels and opium, had been plundered, The senior Assistant’s katcheri (office) 
was destroyed by fire, and the English and a great portion of the vernacular 
records destroyed with it. The records in the record-room were found in the 
greatest contusion, having been all torn down from their shelves, The 
bundles had been opened, and the contents disarranged, and many had been 
flung into an adjoining well. Owing to this vandalism on the part of the 
mutineers and their followers, many valuabie documents, relating to the history 
of estates and tenures and the administration, have been irretrievably lost. 

79. Revenue law, 1833-79.—From the foundation of the Agency till the 
passing of Act X of 1859, it does not appear that there was any Code of law in 
force, which prescribed a procedure for the disposal of revenue suits, or for the 
realization of revenue. The Courts in this district, as well as in the rest of 
Chota Nagpur followed, however, the old summary suit laws (Regulations V of 
1800 and VII of 1837). In 1859 the Commissioner submitted a proposal to the 
Board of Revenue for the introduction of Act X of 1859 throughout the divi- 
sion with some modifications and omissions. The Board questioned the expe- 
diency of the proposals, and strongly objected to the proposal for extending the 
distraint clauses of the Act for the benefit of the Lohardaga land-owners. 
They said “ the dhangar Kols must be very much altered from what they have 
been represented to be before distraint under the Act can safely be introduced 
into that portion of the territory.” The Act was not introduced, but the 
existing procedure was modified to some extent in accordance with its spirit, 
save that appeals continued to lie for some time to the Commissioner, instead of 
to the Judge and the High Court, 

Eventually, however, the Commissioner ordered that the procedure laid 
down in the Act regarding appeals should also be followed, and, by the year 
1869, all the provisions of the Act were generally followed except that, in 
Lohardaga district, the distraint clauses (sections 112—145) were not acted on, 
and the sections relating to sale of land (sections 105--111) were applied in all 
the districts, subject to the restrictions that no sale could be effected without 
the permission of the Commissioner, Act X of 1859 was never actually declar- 
ed in force in Ranchi district, though the High Court appear to have held 
that it was in force in the whole of Chota Nagpur. ‘The correctness of this 
decision is, however, open to doubt, in view of the provisions of Regulation 
XIII of 1833, which were in full force when Act X of 1859 was enacted, and 
the Commissioner and the local authorities did not themselves consider that 
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the Act_was in force. The special necessities of Chota Nagpur do not appear 
to have been considered before the Act was passed, and it does not appear 
likely, therefore, that it was intended to have the force of law in this division 
80. The Chota Nagpur Tenures Act [Act IT (B.C.) of 1869, |—The agita- 
tion, which led to the passing of the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act, and the sabse- 
quent survey and demarcation of certain tenures are important landmarks in the 
agrarian history of the district. It has been shown above that the influx of 
hordes of middlemen gradually led to the great Kol insurrection of 1831-32, 
About this time not only were the village headmen, the Mankis and the M undas, 
being supplanted, but the raiyats were being deprived of the oldest and most 
valuable lands in the villages by the new comers. In effect little or ao redress 
could be obtained by the aborigines. The old local ruler had been deprived 
of administrative powers, and the British Courts sat at Sherghati or at Chatra. 
As far as most of the aborigines were concerned, they might as well have been 
at Delhi, The rising of the Kols cleared the country of aliens for a time; but, 
the insurrection was put down with a strong hand, and, though several re- 
medial measures were passed, the havoc and destruction wreught by the 
aborigines during the brief period of their ascendancy, had naturally exaspe- 
xated the landlords. ‘They retaliated severely, and a considerable disturbance of 
peasant proprietary tenure undoubtedly occurred. Many Kols, who had aban- 
doned the country, returned in subsequent years; but, as they had acted the 
parts of incendiaries and insurgents, the thiecadars and proprietors refused 
to give them back their lands, ‘Thus, though the establishment of the British 
Courts of jastice in 1834 did a great deal to check the most glaring abuses, 
it did little to remove the causes of the-deep-seated agrarian discontent. The 
“simple Kol” was at this period considered no match for the zamindar 
whenever a dispute arose. The coming of the missionaries changed this aspect 
of affairs to some extent. In 1845, the German Lutheran Mission was estab- 
lished at Ranchi, During the early years of the Mission very little progress 
was made in mission work; but, by the year 1857, the missionaries had a 
considerable following. Several of the Christians had successfully asserted 
their rights in the Courts before that year. ‘They were becoming a powerful 
and organized society, and the aboriginal Christians, backed by the moral and 
sometimes by the financial support of the European missionaries, were very 
different persons whether in the Courts or.in the villages to the aboriginals of 
the primitive village community. An impression rapidly gained ground 
in consequence that to become Christian was the best means of successfully 
shaking off the oppression of tho landlord. In consequence of this state of 
affairs, the landlords persecuted the Christians during the absence of the exec. 
utive authorities after the mutiny; but, when the latter returned, the Chris- 
tians were to some extent compensated for their losses, and an impression 
gained ground that they were a class specially favoured by Government. 
“The result of this,” says Colonel Dalton (1859) “has been a great acces- 
sion of strength to the ranks of nominal Christians. A reasonable desire 
tu be reinstated in bhuinhari lands actuated some, a dishonest wish to become 
one of this favoured family of Jdhuinhares soized others. The next step 
was to profess Christianity, and going up to Ranchi tu the mission, they 
returned with their hair puritanically cropped and ready to assert their 
rights and defy their landlords.” These nominal Christians, emboldened 
by their success, appear to have forcibly repossessed themselves in several 
parganas of the lands which they or their ancestors had lost, claiming 
them as their bhuinkari. The struggle went on for some years, the 
zamindars endeavouring to retain what they had got, and the raiyats 
endeavouring to retake what they had lost and sometimes more. Several 
serious affrays took place in different parts ot the district, attended with loas 
of life, and it thus became necessary to have a thorough investigation made 
with a view to remedy these disorders. The German Missionaries, who were 
then the only missionary body working in the country, appear to have adopted 
a theory that the Mundas and Uraons freely gave up half the fields of their 
villages for the maintenance of the Raja, when he waa first elected, on the 
condition that they held the other, the better half, free of rent themselves, 
and that they continued to do so till the establishment of the British Courts in 
1834, From that period, it was said, oppression began, The facta appear to 
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he that, previous to that period, the British Courts being remote and inaccesible, 
there was no continuous record of oppression, and each petty chief and 
ramindar ruled and governed his own slice of territory according to his 
disposition. The result of this system was the great insurrection of 1831-32. 
There ig no evidence whatsoever in support of the theory that half the land 
was reserved for the Raja. As the claim to half the lands rent-free was 
evidently capable of indefinite expansion, it was a very convenient theory for 
adoption by the turbulent raiyats, who dreamt of recovering their ancient 
status through the agency of Christianity. It appears to be, however, certain 
that from the earliest days the Hindu landlords and middlemen had always 
recognized the right of the descendants of tho original clearers of the villages 
to hold certain lands called bhuinhari either rent-free or at a quit-rent, ‘The 
bhuinhars were obliged to render certain feudal services, such as accompanying 
the landlord on his journeys, cultivating his khas lands, and repairing his 
house. Dr. Davidson, in his well-known report, dated the 29th August, 1839, 
refers to this well-known custom. Among the primitive communities of 
Mundas and Uraons, it is certain that the reclaimer of a patch of land in the 
jungle was regarded as its owner. As the community progressed, he paid a 
slight tribute or rendered slight service to the village chief; but, his status 
as a bhuinhar or pioneer, or descendant of a bhuinkar was always regarded as 
vastly higher than that of the later comers, who had settled on the laud when 
the village was established. The Hindus, no doubt, at first fully recognized 
this custom. But, as their numbers increased in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, the pressure on the land increased, and they began to demand 
tribute or rent from the dhuinkars as well as from the ordinary raiyats, The 
bhuinhars resisted, clinging tenaciously to the ancient custom. As the parties 
became exasperated, extravagant claims were made on both sides. The land- 
lords, while acknowledging the privileged character of bhuinkari lands, were 
not willing to admit ther existence in any but a few of the oldest villages, 
while the whole body of raiyats, on the other hand, began to advance claims 
to the privileges of bkuinhers, Fiually the opposing parties began to dispossess 
each other by force. Some experimental investigations were made by an 
official named Lal Loki Nath Sahi, but they did not meet with much success, 

In order to settle these disputes authoritatively and finally, Act II of 
1869 was passed by the Bengal Conncil. Under the Act, special Commis- 
aioners were appointed, who had power to survey and demarcate the 
privileged lands of the tenants (bhuinhari) and the landlords (manjhikas). The 
bhuinhari lands were held to include the lands locally known as bhutkheta, 
dalikatari, pahanat and mahatoai. The manjhihas lands correspond to the nij 
ote lands of the zamindars in Bengal, with this difference that they are held 
to be at the “absolute disposal” of the landlords, and occupancy rights can- 
not accrue in them in any circumstances whatsoever. The special Commis- 
sioners had power to restore to possession persons, who had been wrungfully 
dispossessed of lands “of bhuinhari or manjhihas tenure” at any period within 
twenty years before the passing of the Act, and the record was declared final 
and conclusive of the incidents of the tenures recorded. It was further 
provided that from and after the publication of the register containing the 
record-of- rights relating to any village ‘‘no evidence shall be received that 
any lands in such village not mentioned in such register are of bhuinhari or 
manjhihas tenure.” 

The onerations, which commenced on the Ist April, 1869, were not 
concluded till the 31st March, 1880, having occupied just eleven years. The 
enquiries extended to 2,482 villages in Ranchi district, and the total cost 
amounted to Rs. 2,69,887, the whole of which was borne by Government. 
Having regard to the fact that the area surveyed and demarcated did not 
amount to more than one-twenty-fifth of the total area of the district, and 
that the detailed survey was not preceded by, and based on, a professional 
traverse survey, it is clear that the operations were unduly protracted and that 
the cost was excessive. The quality of the survey and demarcation was, 
however, excellent and very much superior to the similar kind of work, which 
was done in the ghatwali survey in parganas Barahabhum and Dhalbhum at 
a later period. The first Special Commissioner, Babu Rakhal Das Haldar, an 
officer whose name is very well known throughout the district, was mainly 
responsible for the work from the initiation of the operations, 
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Ql. Defects of. the Act—The operations undertaken under the Act, 
though successful to some extent in the areas in which they were carried out, 
were a mere palliative of the disorders which prevailed throughout the district as 
a whole. Act II of 1869 was itself defective, in that it failed to define or even 
_ to describe with any degree of accuracy the tenures which were to be surveyed. 
The preamble to the Act states that ‘certain tenures have existed in Chota 
Nagpur, known as bhuinhari, held by persons claiming to be descendants of 
the original founders of the villages,” 

There was no further definition. Itis also difficult to determine from 
the final report on the operations what criterion was applied by the officers 
themselves to the determination of the question what constituted bhusnhari, and, 
as a matter of fact, the decisions were in some cases at least of an arbitrary 
character, and consequently somewhat unsatisfactory. The most satisfactory 
feature of the operations was their finality, The decisions were certainly not 
in all cases correct; but, it was in any case better to set at rest once for all 
disputes, which had caused so much strife and bloodshed, and which were 
quite incapable of settlement by the ordinary Courts of the district. 

82. Bhuinhari not defined in Act I of 1879.—The failure to define the 
meaning of bhuinkard or khuntkatti, which is a local variant for bhuinhari, was 
a mistake, which was perpetuated when the Rent Act [Act I (B. C.) of 1879] 
was enacted. The provisions relating to bhuinhart and khuntkatti, which were 
‘contained in section 19 of the Act, were as follows :— 

“No tenant of lands known as bhuinhari or khuntkatti shall be liable to any 
enhancement of the rent previously paid by him for such lands, unless it be 
shown that the tenure has been created within twenty years before the 
institution of the suit to enhance the rent of the said lands; and, when the 
enhancement of the rent of such tenures is, decreed, the rent assessed shall 
not exceed one-half ot the rent paid by an ordinary raiyat with a right of 
occupancy in the samo class of laud with similar advantages.” ‘The local 
Courts, in ignorance of the local customary rights attaching to this class of 
tenancy and of the exact meaning of the terms, failed altogether to give 
effect to these provisions. ho provisions of the law were in fact entirely 
disregarded, until Mr. Lister started the settlement operations in the Munda 
country, and it was then re discovered that one of the most common tenures 
in that part of the country, which had been practically excluded from the 
scope of the bhutnhart survey, was the khuntkatti tenure. The fact seems to 
prove clearly that tho Mundas were in reality no match for their landlords in 
the Courts, notwithstanding the spread of Christianity among them, and that 
the Courts were unable to dispense justice effectively, with due regard to local 
eustoms and usages, without the help of an intermediate agency, which based 
its decisions mainly on the results of local enquiries. 

83. Other defects of the bhuinhari survey.—The other great defects ot 
the bhuinhari survey were that its operations were extended only to the privi- 
leged tenures; its scope was limited in practice to a portion of the district, and no 
attempt was made to commute to money payments, preedial dues and services, 
which had even at that time begun to be a perpetual source of strife between 
landlords and tenants. There was, it is true, a section in the Act, which provided 
for the voluntary commutation of services (d:gart) ; but smalladvantage was taken 
of it, and the number of applications for commutation amounted to 1,161 only. 
The operations were not extended to the shuntkatté area of the Munda country, 
and the door was thus left open for future trouble. No attempt was made to 
deal with the disputes about the ordinary raiyati lands, which comprised the 
great bulk of the cultivated area, with the result that, when the dhumhari cases 
came to an end, the struggle about the raiyati lands (rayhas) commenced or was 
renewed with fresh vigour. The operations were hardly completed, when 
the Commissioner expressed the opinion that a satisfactory solution of the land 
troubles could not be arrived at except by a complete survey and settlement of 
the district ; ‘but the Local Government of the day did not consider this in- 
dispensable, and financial considerations prevailed at the time. A compulsory 
commutation of preedial dues and services was also essential. 

84. The Maharaja's titl.—Up to about the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the Chota Nagpur Chief is almost invariably referred to in correspon- 
dence as the Raja. It appears, however, that he was locally known as the 
Maharaja; and, in 1872 the Government of India formally recognized that 
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title as hereditary in the family (Foreign Department No. 2892P., dated the 
23rd December, 1872}. 

85. Chota Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act, Act VI of 1876,—In 1876 the 
Chota Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act was passed. The objects and reasons 
were stated to be :— 


“The accumulation of debts and the sale of large ancestral estates, in satisfaction thereot, 
is a process calculated to cause trouble in mcet parts of India. This is notably the case in 
the districts on the western frontier of Bengel, which are comprised in the Ohota Nagpur 
province. In these districts there are many landed proprietors of a rank equal to that of 
chiefe, who sre yet improvident and apt to run into debts to an extent which exposes their 
estates to danger of being brought to sale. If such sale takes place, troubles arise between 
the purchaser and the villagors, and the rights of the cultivators are likely to be imperilled. 

Previously to 1859, when the Civil Procedure Code was introduced, the Commissioner 
and his subordinates exercised powers similar to those which have been subsequently 
conferred on the authorities in Oudh by Act No. XXIV of 1870, that isto say, when an 
estate became so encumbered as to be in danger of being brought to sale, the local authorities 
took up all the debts, stoppod all actions by the “ourt of justice in regard thereto, prevented 
the chief from contracting any fresh debts, arranged to discharge the ascertained amounts of 
just debts, and for this purpose managed the estate, allowing the propnstor a fair maintenance 
until all obligations were cleared off. These proceedings did in those days provide an effective 
remedy. But since 1859, it has beon found legally difficult or impossible to continue them. 
The local authorities indeed have interfered in an indirect way, and so practically averted 
mischief, But any effective action in this direction would be really beyond their powers. 
Inaemuch as the evil of indebtedness still exists, and it is desirable that our officers should 
have a clearly lawful warrant for what they may have to do, it seems desirable to have 
authority by law for a procedure similar to that which prevailed before 14859. For this 
purpose, the present Bill has been framed on the model of Act No. XXIV of 1870 (for the 
relief of encumbered estates in Oudh).” 


The Government had been always averse to the selling of large estates in 
the province. Prior to 1833, only two large estates had been sold. In the 
year 1798, the great estate of Pachete was sold for arrears of revenue; but 
the whole country rose against its transfer to an alien, and after a year or two 
of military operations, the sale was cancelled. Palamau was purchased by 
Government in 1820, at a sale for arrears of revenue. The people were, 
however, sullen and discontented, They joined in the Kol insurrection in 
1831, and again gave considerable trouble during and after the mutiny of 1857. 
With these examples and the recorded experience of the local officers to guide 
him, Sir Thomas Wilkinson, the first Agent to the Governor-General, intro- 
duced stringent rules, which were sanctioned by Government, prohibiting the 
sale or transfer of landed property on any account whatsvever, without the 
Agent’s consent. In addition, it became customary for the Agent and his 
Assistants to interfere in, and decide summarily, questions between debtors 
and creditors; but, when Act VIII of 1859 (the Civil Code of the day) was 
extended to Chota Nagpur, it was considered that this latter power could no 
ionger be effectively exorcised. When, however, application was made to the 
Commissioner for sanction to the sale of estates, according to the terms of 
the proviso to the notification extending the Civil Code, as a rule he refused to 
allow the sale, when it was found that the assets were sufficient to mect the 
liabilities within a reasonable time. 

‘There were some officials and others then as now, who questioned tho 
justice and the expediency of the policy of protection. But, the more 
experienced officers, like Colonel Dalton, who had an insight into the cnaracter 
of the people and the customs of the country, strongly urged the political 
necessity of preventing the supersession of the old families by aliens: aud, 
this policy carried the day. “The protection afforded,” says Colonel Dalton, 
“hag for its object the preservation of old families from ruin, and the mainten- 
ance of the ties, which exist between the old settlers and their nereditary 
chiefs.” 

Act VI of 1876 was accordingly passed, and the Commissioner was 
empowered, with the provious sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, to appoint 
a nanager and to vest in him the entire management of encumbered estates, 
whenever he thought fit todo so. On publication of the vesting order, all 
proceedings in the Courts, including processes of execution for debts, become 
barred ; the holder of the property is not liable to arrest for debt, aud che 
power to alienate any portion of the estate is vested in the manager. 
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The Act was amended by Act V (B.C.) of 1884, and again by Act 
III (B.C.) of 1909. It is unnecessary to discuss the objects of these amend- 
ments here. 

By the enactment of Act VI of 1876, the executive authorities were again 
enabled to exercise effectively the same powers which they exercised prior to 
the extension of Act VIII of 1839 to the districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, 
Manbhum and part of Singhbhum. At the time when the Act was passed, it 
was undoubtedly a political necessity, Notwithstanding frequent bickerings, 
the relations of landlords and tenants were still at that period regulated 
according to feudal theories, and the transfer of the old estates to aliens could 
hardly fuil to havo been calamitous. 

6. Act V1 of 1876 no longer necessary.—Very great changes havo occurred, 
however, in the relations of landlords and tenants in Ranchi district during the 
last 80 years, duo mainly to two causes, the operations of the Settlement 
department, and the expansion of the Christian missions. During the settle- 
ment operations, all feudal dues and services have been commuted to money 
payments, and their cash values amalgamated with the money-rent. The 
annual charges due by the raiyat are noted in prosaic chatians, and these 
entries are conclusive against the landlord. ‘The civil and revenue Courts 
have no jurisdiction to interfere. The educative influence of the operations 
has been also in other respects enormous, The raiyats know very well what 
their rights are with respect to the taking of jungle produce, property in trees, 
and grazing rights, The result is that the relations of landlord and tenant 
are now regulated on the basis of the settlement shatians, and the patriarchal 
system has been succeeded by a system of contract. It is undoubtedly 
better so, 

The influence of the European missionaries has tended in the same 
direction. In those parts of the district, where the Christians are numerous 
and increasing, the prestige and power of the European missionary are 
enormous, ‘ihe raiyats look to him in time of stress. He is not merely the 
spiritual head of the village communities, but their adviser and guide in all 
temporal matters as well; and he has altogether supplanted the zamindar’s and 
‘ indeed’ the official’s influence in large tracts throughout the district. 

It is, therefore, safe to assert that the causes, which led to the enactment 
of Act VI of 1876, have ceased to operate in Kanchi district, and that the Act 
is no longer a political necessity within this area. The sale of even the oldest 
and largest estates would now create no ferment whatsoever among the 
cultivators, ‘There are, however, other reasons, which may render it desirable 
to continue the protection, which has been afforded to the old zamindars, for 
some time to come, 

87. Administration of the Act.—The Act has not always been worked by 
the executive authorities in accordance with the intentions of its framers. 
Numerous small and unimportant estates have been from time to time taken 
under management, and, at the present time, one of the largest estates under 
management belongs to a family of money-lenders, who were certainly never 
considered ‘‘hereditary chiefs,’ and whose relations with their tenants have 
never been guided by a spirit of patriarchal benevolence. 

88. Estates under management with demands.—The following table shows 
the number of estates under management at present, togetber with the total 
demands and other details: — 








Annual amount Cost of Percentage of 
Number of Area in Total of maintenance ee a cost of manage- 
estates. {square miles.| demand. | paid to disquali- ri + ment to total 
fied proprietors. goad demand. 
| Rs, Rs. Rs. 
sz | 1,914 | 227,740 25,443 22,205 97 











Tho largest estate under:management is the Armai estate with a total area of 
414 square miles, and a total demand of Rs. 28,609. There are only three 
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estates with an area of over 200 square miles, viz., Tamar, Armai and Biru. 
There are eight estates with an area of less than 10 square miles and a total 
avnual demand of less than Rs, 2,500. In the case of only twelve estates 
does the total annual demand exceed Rs. 5,000. Over one quarter of the total 
area of the district is under the Encumbered Estates’ management. 


89. Procedure in suits for arrears of rent and preedial dues.—We have seen 
above that the Courts followed the procedure laid down in Act X of 1859 in the 
trial of suits and applications regarding rent. It was from the first recog- 
nized that several of the provisions of the Act were unsuitable for application 
generally throughout the division, The sections regarding distraint of crops 
for arrears of rent were regarded as particularly unsuitable for application in 
Lohardaga district, where it was considered that the wild Kols would not sub- 
mit peaceably to the exercise of such arbitrary authority by their landlords ; 
and section 10, which practically prohibited the realization of abwabs of every 
kind was, by a general consensus of opinion, regarded as unduly harsh on the 
landlords. 

The High Court actually ruled that, as Act X of 1859 was in force, no 
cesses could be levied (Urjain Sahi v. Anand Singh, 10 W. R., 257), These cesses 
under various denominations, such as abwabs, mangan and mahtut, had been 
levied from ancient timesin many cases, and had been paid by the raiyate 
without objection, as long as the demands of the landlords continued to be 
moderate and reasonable, and in accordance with local custom. 

The ruling of the High Court appears to have created a considerable 
amount of consternation among the intelligent landlords, as it followed that, 
if the lower Courts gave effect to it, half or more than half of their incomes 
must disappear. J'rom the point of view of the law, the landlords had also a 
good deal of right on their side. As stated above, it was extremely unlikely 
that Act X was in force at all, though the Courts, under the orders of the Com: 
puissioner, had for many years adhered to its spirit, with certain modifications, 
The section of the Act forbidding the collections of abwabs was based on the 
provisions of Regulation VIII of 1793, under which zamindars were required 
to consolidate all existing abwabs, and were prohibited from imposing any new 
ones. But the Ramgarh district, in which Lohardaga and Hazaribagh were 
included, was by Regulation IV of 1794 specially exempted from the operation 
of this enactment, and it was, therefore, unfair to apply the provisions of 
section 10 of Act X of 1859 in these areas. Mr. Oliphant, the Deputy Com- 
missiouer of Lohardaga, writing in 1878, put the case forcibly thus :— 

“It is quite sufficient to remark that, seeing that this part of the country (Lohardaga) 
was exempted by Regulation 1V of 1794 from the operation of section 54 of Regulation 
VIII of 1793, it is obviously unfair to force on the country a law, which prohibits the levy 
of all cesses, without affording the zamindars an opportunity in the first instance of com- 
muting their cesses to rent.” 


20. Lhe Chota Nagpur Landlord and Tenant Procedure Act (Act I of 1879), 
—It was, therefore, obvious that the peculiarities of tenures and customs in Chota 
Nagpur required that the relations of landlords and tenants should be regulated 
by a special procedure. Act I of 1879, the Chota Nagpur Landlord and ‘Tenant 
Procedure Act, was accordingly passed by the Bengal Council. The main 
provisions of the Act were based on Act X of 1859; but the provisions 
regarding distraint and enhancement of rent contained in the latter Act were 
omitted. Tenants of lands locally known as bhuinhart, khuntkatti and korkar 
were protected from enhancement, except under certain conditions and 
circumstances (sections 19. and 20), and a special procedure was laid down for 
the enhancement of the rent of other occupancy raiyats (section 21), It was 
still thought advisable to continue the restrictions on the sale of landed 
property observed in the province, and it was accordingly declared that no 
under-tenure could be sold for arrears of rent without the consent of the 
Commissioner (section 123). Lastly, landlords were allowed the option of 
applying for the commutation of any conditions or services to which their 
tenants were liable in addition to their money-rents (sections 25 and 26). 
The Act was extended to the territory for the time being under the adminis- 
tration of the Commissioner of the Division, except the district of Manbhum 
and the Tributary Mahals. 
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Ol. Re-extension of the Regulations.—Under Regulation XIII of 1833, the. 
operation of the Regulations had been suspended, But this order only extended 
so as to prevent rules and Regulations passed prior to its coming into force 
having effect. Regulation XIIL was never repealed; but it did not follow 
that each and every Act or Regulation, which was enacted subsequently to. 
the date of that Regulation, was not in force. For instance, Acts such as the 
Indian Penal Code, which were expressly extended to the whole of British 
India, were undoubtedly in force; but other Acts and Regulations, which 
were declared to be in force throughout the province of Bengal, except the 
scheduled districts, which included the Chota Nagpur division, were not in 
force, unless they had been extended by special notification, 

An exhaustive enquiry was made in 1877-78 to find out what Acts and 
Regulations were actually in force. The enquiry elicited the fact that there 
was considerable confusion in procedure and much doubt as to which particular 
Acts and Regulations had the force of law in the districts of the division. 
The fact that Act XIII of 1833 removed the districts from the operation of 
the Regulat:ons and rules, which had been passed prior to that date, appears to 
have been lost sight of to a great extent, and by degrees affairs began to be 
conducted on much the same lines as in the Regulation districts, though several 
of the Acts and Regulations were not in force. 

The final solution adopted was to declare in force the enactments, which 
were known to be in force, as well as those according to the spirit of which the 
administration had been carried on, 


In 1881 notifications were accordingly issued by the Government of 
Bengal under the powers conferred by section 3 of the Scheduled Districts 
Act (Act XIV of 1874) declaring the enactments in force in, and to be 
extended to, the districts of the Chota Nagpur Division. Copies of the notifi- 
cations are printed in Appendix X. 


The Government of India, in sanctioning the issue of the notifications, 
left it to the Government of Bengal to draw the attention of the local officers 
to any separate notifications then in force exte:ding Acts, which were not 
included in the schedules. The schedules are not, therefore, exhaustive. By 
the extension of these enactments, the administration of the district was 

efinitely assimilated to the administration of the Regulation districts. The 
district is still classed as non-Regulation; but, though there are still a few 
special laws, notably the Rent Law, in force, the general administration is to 
all intents and purposes carried on on the same lines and on the same 
principles as in the Regulation districts. 

92. Mr. Slacke’s Settlement of the Chota Nagpur estate—In 1876, the 
Government of Bengal ordered that the Chota Nagpur estate, which was then 
under the management of the Court of Wards, should be surveyed, and the 
work was commenced by Captain Sanderson of the Survey department with a 
professional party in the year 1877-78, It was soon found, however, that the 
estate could not bear the cost of the survey, and the services of the professional 
party were dispensed with on the 8th October, 1878. Plans were subsequently 
submitted, and sanctioned by Government for a survey of the estate on more 
economical lines by a man profesional party, working under the manager of 
the esiate. The operations were resumed in 1£80, and Mr. Smart, an ofticer of 
the Survey of India, with a non-professional party of amins, was deputed to 
do the survey. The operations began in November 1880, and were completed 
in March 1885. he survey was made on the plane table system on the scale 
of 16 inches to the mile, small fields and homesteads being shown in the 
margins of the maps on the 32-inch scale. Mr, Slacke joined as Divisional 
Settlement Officer on the 5th January, 1885, and the settlement of rents 
throughout the whole estate and the commutation of all przedial dues and 
services were carried out by him. The estate embraces practically the whole of 
Chota Nagpur Proper (Ranchi district and pargana Tori of Palamau district). 
But, as the survey and settlement operations were confined to villages, 
which were in the has possession of the Maharaja, only about one-twelfth of 
this area came under the scope of the operations. The total area surveyed, 
and for which a record-of-rights was prepared, amounted to 742 square miles. 
‘Rents were settled on all cultivated lands, except lands of bhuinhart or manjhihas 
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tenure, which had been already finally dealt with under the Chota Nagpur 
Tenures Act, and the lands of some 38 villages, of which it was found subse- 
quent to the survey that the Maharaja was not in direct possession. Rents 
were settled accordingly throughout an area of 610 square miles on the culti- 
vated portion which aggregated 1,66,000 acres, or 259 square miles. The 
whole of this latter area is included within the district of Ranchi. The total 
cost of the operations amounted to Rs. 2,00,546, which gives an incidence of 
7 annas 33 pies per acre, excluding the area of 38 villages which were 
wrongly supposed to be open to settlement and which were merely surveyed. 
The total rental of the estate was raised from Rs. 88,653 to Rs, 1,05,603, or 19 
per cent. 

The work was not carried out under the authority of any law or rules 
having the force of law ; but the decisions, especially the rent settlement, were 
accepted by the proprietor and by the wast majority of the raiyats. The 
fairness of the settlement is demonstrated by the fact that less than three per 
cent. of the reiyats refused to sign the jamabandis in token of accepting the 
rents as fixed by the Settlement Officer. ‘lhe operations were completed in 
1888. A full account of the survey and settlement proceedings will be found 
in Mr. Slacke’s Settlement Revort. As to the general and permanent utility 
of the survey and settlement operations of the Maharaja’s estate, there can 
be no doubt. The accuracy of the maps has been tested minutely during the 
recent settlement and against cadastral maps prepared with greater 
elaboration and based on a professional traverse. They were found to be 
remarkably correct. The general results and the rent settlement were 
acquiesced in from the start, and, after 20 years, when the whole estate has 
been again surveyed in the course of the general district operations, the 
agrarian conditicns, which were found to prevail in the Maharaja’s khas 
villages, presented a striking contrast to the conditions prevailing in the neigh- 
bouring villages. In the former, thers were few disputes as to the ownership 
of land; there was little dispossession or disturbance of the cultivating 
tenancies, and there were no disputes as to the incidence of rates of rent and 
predial dues, It is well known that vast numbers of Mundas and Uraons 
have joined the Christian missions during the last 20 years, for the sake of the 
support and advice, which they receive from the missionaries in their struggles 
with their landlords. If, however, a detailed examination of the statistics of 
the Christian missions were made, it will be found that Christianity has made 
comparatively little progress in the Maharaja’s villages, and, though 1 do not 
mean to suggest that Christianity does nut make for the material as well as the 
moral advancement of the aborigines as a whole, the fact is a striking proof 
of the efficacy of settlement operations as a sedative of agrarian discontent, 
which has been in the past the main factor among the causes, which have 
rendered missionary efforts successful in tbis part of India. 

93. Nagri or Kaithi Character prescribed for use in the Courts.—Prior to 
1881, all vernacular office papers were ordiaarily written in the Urdu character. 
The Lieutenant-Governor ordered in « letter, dated the 30th June, 1880, that 
from the Ist July, 1881, the Nagri or Kaithi character should be exclusively 
used in all the Courts and offices of the districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, 
and Singhbhum with the exception of Dhalbhum, in the manner prescribed in 
the Government Resolution dated !3th April, 1880. 

94. Continued agrarian discontent especially between the years 1886—90.— As 
has been observed above, the proceedings of the special Commissioners under 
Act II of 1869 failed to allay the agrarian discontent throughout the district. 
The operations carried out by Mr. Slacke were successful in the area to whieh 
they extended; but, throughout the rest of the district, the antagonisin be- 
tween the landlords and tenants continued to be as strong as ever. The in- 
cidence of rent charges, and the system of collecting predial dues (rakumats) 
and levying preedial services (Jethbegart) were unfailing sources of dispute. 
As the feelings of the parties became exacerbated, it was impossible for the 
Courts sitting at head-quarters to dispense justice with any hope of success, 
The state of affairs which existed is described by one of the Bhuinhari 
Commissioners thus :— 

“The zamindar demands rent at Rs. 6 per pawa, when in point of fact he was all 
along getting Rs. 5 per pawa; but the raiyat in his turn admits only Rs, 3 or Rs. 4 per 
@ 
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pava. The zamindar demands a number of rakumats. The raiyats either deny their liabi- 
lity in toto, or admit only afew. The Sadan (Hindu) raiyats are brought forward as witnesses 
for the zamindar ; but, in most cases, the Courts disbelieve their evidence and decree only the 
rents admitted by the tenants. At present there is, I believe, ‘scarcely any village in the 
disaffected areas in which the raiyats admit what is the true rent paid by them. In most 
villages, they simply admit a rent of which they have acquired a knowledge from mere 
tradition, as the rent previously paid by their forefathers.” 


Added to these disputes, a still more potent cause of irritation was 
the system of compulsory labour or beth begart, Some of the landlords put 
forward the most extravagant and exorbitant claims, and in fact contended 
that the amount of service renderable to them by their raiyats was only 
limited by their requirements, The zamindar of Biru, for instance, informed 
the Deputy Comissioner that “there is no limit to beth begart; whenever services 
are needed, they are demanded.” ‘The zamindar of another village said, 
“Tam unable to say what number of days each raiyat works for in a month 
or ina year. Whenever there is work, that work has to be done.” According 
to the evidence of several landlords, it was found in 1890 that they had been 
exacting 60 to 84 days’ work per annum from their raiyats, as against 14 or 15 
days, which was the customary due. 

It is not surprising that in these circumtances there was continuous 
trouble in large areas throughout the district. From the year 1836 onward 
there was again a noteworthy movement in favour of Christianity among the 
raiyats. The missionaries took an active interest in the temporal interests 
of their congregations, and lent a sympathetic ear to the complaints of the 
aborigines about the heavy load of predial services. It was reported at the 
time, and it was a constant subject-of. complaint by the zamindars that the 
missionaries, notably the Jesuits, who about this time began to start mission 
work in Ranchi on a large scale, held out hopes to the aborigines, 
which were utterly incapable of fulfilment, and thereby induced them 
to join the Christian Church. It is possible that some of the missionaries 
were guilty of a want of caution, and that the expressions of sympathy 
indulged in by them were interpreted by their agents to the excitable 
aborigines as conveying hopes of complete emancipation from their land- 
lords and of arestoration of the state of affairs, which prevailed in the 
country before the advent of the Hindus, It is obvious, however, that 
the charges hrought at the time against the missionaries were in the main 
unfounded, It is, in any case, incredible that a body of intellectual and 
intelligent men could have been so foolish as to hold out hopes, which they knew 
were quite incapable of fulfilment, and which they must have known would 
lead toa reaction, which was bound to destroy their prospects of success 
in the future. Theclaims of the landlords to exact unlimited services were evi- 
dently preposterous, and the missionaries very properly advised the raiyats to 
render only such services as were sanctioned by custom. ‘They were also, no 
doubt, prepared te assist the latter in « spirit of resistance to the exorbitant de- 
mands of the landlords, and they did so in severa: instances. The result was 
that the movement in favour of Christianity among the aborigines was at once a 
consequence and a cause of their disputes with their landlords, Within 
three or four years forty thousand of them nominally joined the Roman 
Catholic mission, and the German [Lutheran mission received considerable 
accessions about the same time. The influence of the ideas, which animated 
the Christians, permeated their non-Christian brethren, and the immediate 
result was a considerable disturbance of their relations with their landlords. 
The landlords refused to abate their exorbitant demands, and the Christian 
raiyats and their imitators in many villages refused to pay their ordinary 
rents or to render their customary services. Both sides resorted to violence in 
several instances, and the state of some parts of the country was disturbed, 
though the officials had little difficulty in maintaining order throughout the 
district as a whole. In the year 1890, Sir Stuart Bayley, the Lieuteuant- 
Governor of Bengal, visited Ranchi and held a conference, at which several 
of the missionaries, representatives of the landlords, and the officials attended. 
It was generally agreed that a wholesale compulsory commutation to money 
payments of preedial dues and services was essential to the peace and pros- 
perity of the country. Several provisions of the existing Act (Act I of 
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1879) had been found unsatisfactory in practice, particularly the sections 
regarding enhancement of rent, which left everything to the discretion of 
the Deputy Commissioner, without guidance from any rules or principles, It 
was thought that, in order to settle the agrarian difficulties finally, authority was 
required to make a survey of the district, and, as this authority could be obtained 
by the extension of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the advisability of extendiny its 
provisions to the district was considered and the proposal was received 
favourably in many quarters, It was, however, fully recognized that it was 
expedient to retain so much of Act I of 1879 as was framed with reference to 
the special circumstances of Chota Nagpur, viz., the provisions relating to 
khunikalti, bhuinhart, and korkar tenancies, and the procedure for commutation 
of preedial services. It is noteworthy that, in these days, several of the land- 
lords opposed the extension of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The Maharaja in a 
memorial, which he submitted in 1892, urged that the more comprehensive. 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act could not be worked with advantage in 
the absence of a definite standard of measurement without any data as to 
the areas of holdings and the existing rates of rent. He, therefore, suggested a 
complete survey and settlement of the district as a necessary preliminary. The 
discussions regarding the proposed alterations in the ‘l’enancy law lasted for 
some years. Meanwhile, the agrarian troubles were to somo extent temporarily 
allayed by the executive action of the authorities. The Commissioner, 
Mr, Grimley, issued a proclamation to the zamindars to the effect that they 
would not be permitted to exact labour from their tenants without any limits 
whatever, and at the same time he conveyed a warning to the raiyats that 
they were bound to render services aceording to custom, 

95. Mr. Grimley’s proclamation.—The Bee emation, which was issued in 
April 1890, prescribed a scale of servicerenderable for each holding, whieh 
purported to be founded on the ancient custom of Lokardaga, The scale for a 
whole year was to be as follows :— 


Three days’ ploughing. 
” ” digging. : 
‘3 » sowing or plauting rice, 
sy »  outting rice, 

One day’s thrashing corn. 


»» assistance in making granaries or carrying loads for the landlord, 


The total amount of labour thus amounted to 14 days within the year. 
The orders were, however, issued in the exercise of executive authority and by 
way of warning. They had no binding effect on either the landlords or the 
raiyats, These measures were avowedly meant to meet the emergency, and, 
though partially successful at the time, their effect was transient as a solution 
of the problem, 

96. Bill introduced.—In 1897, after several years of discussion, a Bill 
wus introduced and passed in the Bengal Council providing for the voluntary 
commutation of preedial conditions and services, laying down a precedure for 
enhancement of rents, and regulating the registration and resumption ot 
intermediate tenures. At the saime time it was proposed to repeal Act I (B.C.) 
of 1879, and to extend the Bengal Tenancy Act with certain modifications, 
The Government of India referred back the Bill as passed for further considera- 
tion, especially the provisions relating to the resumption and registration of 
tenures, which were opposed by the majority of the persons concerned; and 
it was finally decided to postpone the introduction of the measure and also to 
postpone the question of the extension of the Bengal ‘lenancy Act, us that 
Act was then under amendment. ‘he Lientenant-Governer, (Sir. C. Stevens), 
however, considered that it was inadvisable to delay indefinitely the enactment 
of the provisions relating to the commutation of predial services and 
conditions. 

97. Act IV of 1897—Revised Tenancy Bill~A modified Bill, the 
Commutation Act, was accordingly passed and became Act IV of 1897 of the 
Bengal Council. The questions of the extension of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act and of the resumption and registration of tenures were referred tu the 
Board of Revenue, and the Commissioner finally proposed a bill to amend 
the several enactments relating to the law of landlord and tenant in Chota 
Nagpur. The provisions of the revised Bill were considered in 1899, 
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Immediately afterwards a ferment occurred among the Mundas, known as 
the Birsa rebellion. The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Woodburn, visited 
Ranchi in August 1899, and came to the conclusion that it was then inadvisabla 
for two reasons to proceed with a consolidating Bill like the one proposed, It 
was in the first place considered inadvisable to introduce a highly contentious 
measuro of that magnitude during a period of acute agrarian unrest, when the 
discussions might lead to further excitement among an already excited and 
credulous people, and it was secondly feit that, until a survey and reecord-of- 
rights had been prepared of a considerable portion of the country, it was 
impossible to say what provisions of law were exactly suitable to the peculiar 
agrarian conditions prevailing in Chota Nagpur. ‘here was no further legisla- 
tion till 1908, when the settlement operations were in progress in Ranchi 
district, and considerable investigations had been made into the agrarian 
conditions of the Munda country. 

98. Results of the Commutation Act of 1847.—There were already provisions 
in Act I of 1879 (sections 25 and 26) under which the Courts had power to commute 
preedial conditions and services (rakumats, abwabs and begari, to cash payments, 
on the applications of one of the parties. The Commutation Act prescribed a 
more elaborate procedure, and power was taken in it by the Local Government 
to order a compulsory commutation of such conditions and services when it was 
considered expedient so to do; and great expectations appear to have been based 
on this latter provision as a possible solution of extreme cases ‘These expecta- 
tions were, however, not fu filled. Before making a commutation of such 
services and dues, a survey and a record-of rights are necessary preliminaries, 
and, as these operations involved considerable outlay, the prevision remained a 
dead letter. No commutation was ever ordered by Government until the 
inception of the settlement operations. 

Numbers of applications for commutation were received from landlords 
and raiyats, but they amounted to @ very small percentage of the whole. It 
has sometimes been remarked that it is strange that the raiyats did not apply 
for commutation, especially as they complained bitterly of the load of niedial 
serviccs. The reasons are, however, clear. Those raiyats, who were on good 
terms with their landlords, had no objection whatsoever to working off a 
portion of their rent liabilities in the shape of labour. The system suited both 
parties, provided it was not abused. Raiyats, who were on very bad terms 
with their landlords, generally became noxinal Christians, and in course of 
time refused to render any service whatsoever. Thsir organization secured 
them from oppression. They had no need to apply, as they rendered little 
or no service, Their landlords were generally advocates of the theory that 
their right to service was ‘‘limited only by their requirements”, and as the 
could not prove that their demands were in accordance with custom, whic 
was the criterion for the decision of the question of liability, it was evidently 
useless for them to apply. Lastly there was the question of cost. From 
personal investigations made by me, I have always found that the costs of 
any proceedings, in which the aborigines are applicants, are phenomenal; and 
this fact acted as a serious deterrent. The applications, which were disposed 
of by the local authorities, sometimes also ended in miscarriages of justice. 
The money payments allowed in lieu of services were sometimes greatly in 
excess of customary rates, and also in excess of the scale laid down by 
Mr. Grimley, which was in accordance with tbe custom of the district and 
was otherwise eminently fair and reasonable. To sum up, the operations 
carried out under the Commutation Act by the Jocal authorities were a failure, 
and they exercised no appreciable influence as a solution of agrarian trouble. 
The result proved conclusively that compulsory commutation was essential to the 
peace of the district, and that the Courts sitting at Ranchi, in the state of strife 
which prevailed, were quite unable to determine accurately local customs and 
usages, or to appreciate the exact local values of the conditions and services 
which were being commuted. The system of personal service was a picturesque 
relic of the feudal era, It was subject to great abuses; it was gravely abused 
and, therefore, had to disappear. All such services have now been commuted 
by the Settlement department throughout the district, and with them the condi- 
tions abwabs and rakumats), which were a secondary cause of dispute, and both 
questions have been finally set at rest. 
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99. Formation of the Palamau subdivision into a district in 1899.—In the year 
1£60, Palamau was formed into a subdivision of Lohardaga district with head- 
quarters at Jesliegeanj. ‘lhe head-quarters of the subdivision was removed to 
Daltonganj in 1865. The approximate area of the subdivision was 4,24] square 
miles. For some time prior to 1890, the authorities at Ranchi began to feel that 
the administration of so large an area, with a population of nearly half a 
wilion, could not be earried on satisfactorily from the district head-quarters. 
Ranchi is 100 miles distant from Daltonganj, and 60 miles distant from the 
nearest and 150 miles distant from the remotest parts of the area, which 
constituted the subdivision. It was also felt that the large Government estates, 
which then yielded a revenue of Rs. 51,269, required the immediate super- 
vision of a district officer. Mismanagement, confusion in the tauzi accounts, 
irregularities in the submissions of returns and reports, and malpractices 
committed by the clerks convinced the authorities of the impossiblity of exer- 
cising any efficient control from the distant station of Ranchi. The necessary 
notification sanctioning the formation of a new district, with head quarters 
at Daltonganj, with effect from 1st January, 1892, was accordingly issued in 
November 1891. Pargana Tori, which formed a part of the Sadar subdivision, 
with an area of 664 square miles, was included in the new district. 

100. Change of the name of the district.—Up to the end of 1898, the 
distret of Ranchi was known as Lohardaga. ‘There was considerable confusion 
in correspondence about this time, owing to the fact that letters addressed to 
Lohardaga district were usually sent to Lohardaga town instead of to Ranchi, 
the head-quarters of the district ; and, to obviate this in future, by Notification 
No. 189J., dated 9th January, 1899, the name of the district was formally 
changed to Ranchi. 

10). he Birsa revolt.—As lias been explained above, the operations under 
the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act extended ouly to a very small portion of the 
Munda country, though the same causes, wliich were operating in the rest of the 
district to deprive the Bhuinhars of their lands, were also in operation in that 
area, ‘The discontent and agitation were not so pronounced at that time 
in this part of tho district as in the Uraon country. In 1886, however, 
a petition was presented to the Government of India on behalf of the 
Mundas, in which the memorialists advanced the most extravagant claims, 
based jon the theory that the Mundas were the aborigines of the country, that 
they were not subject to revenue laws, and their title was not invalidated 
by law or prescription. The memorial was, of course, rejected. From 
evidence collected at the time, it appeared that the agitation was being 
artificially fostered by self-interested persons in Calcutta. The leaders 
were certain Munda Sardars, who had abandoned Christianity. ‘These 
people dihgently spread the report that they had obtained a “decree” 
tor the restoration of the Munda “raj,” and proceeded to levy subscriptions 
throughout the country, under the pretence of paying the expenses of its 
execution. It is possible that the idea of the decree originated with the 
Calcutta wire-pullers, and it may be that some of the Sardars were themselves 
deceived into believing that it really existed. ‘The Munda people themselves, 
however, firmly believed in its existence, and no assurances of the local officers 
to the contrary had the slightest effect in shaking that belief. Dr. Nottrot 
and the Reverend Mr. Onasch, the heads of the German mission, were openly 
accused of stealing the ‘‘decrees”, and matters went so far that the former 
prosecuted his slanderers for defamation, and secured a conviction. 

The Sardars continued to collect subscriptions, and after some time 
proceeded to threats and violence to effect these ends. Persons, who refused 
to join in the movement, were waylaid and assaulted, their crops looted, and 
they themselves were subjected to various kinds of oppression. Between 
1893 and 1895, various Sardars were prosecuted on charges of extortion and 
assault, The operations of the Serdars extended throughout the northern 
Pirs of the Porahat estate in Singhbhum, the whole of the Munda 
country, and the adjoining parganas of the present Sadar and Gumla sub- 
divisions inhabited mainly by Uraons, The total collections made within a 
period of ten years are estimated at one lakh of rupees; the greater portion 
appears to have paid away to certain ‘ Barrister Sahebs” in Calcutta, and 
the rest was misappropriated by the leaders, The ferment in the Munda 
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country and adjoining parganas was eutirely distinct jfrom the agrarian 
agitation in the Uraon country, which again began to take 4 serious turn in the 
years 1887—-1890, though the causes were analogous. The claims of the Mundas 
were the more oxtravagant, as they demanded a reversion to the state of 
affairs which prevailed, when they were the sole masters of the country. 
Though the Uraons were affected by these ideas and sympathised with them, 
their special grievances were the heavy exactions of preedial dues and services. 

The ferment in the Munda country gathered strength, when in the year 
1895 a leader appeared in the person of one Birsa, a Munda of village 

_Chalkad in Tamar thana. Birsa, who was at one time a Christian and had been 
educated at the German Lutheran Mission School at Chaibassa, abandoned 
Christianity and suddenly proclaimed himself an incarnation of the deity, who 
was predestined to restore the Munda “raj” and tobe the apostle of a new 
dispensation. The effect of the appearance of this self-proclaimed saviour is 
thus described by Father Hoffman, s.5., who was at the time the missionary in 
charge of the Roman Catholic mission station at Sarwada, a few miles distant 
from Chalkad :—~‘ I distinctly remember how the Uraon sardars were urging 
the common people to go on pilgrimage to “ Birsa Bhagwan.” At first I took 
no notice of what I considered for some weeks as mere acts of semi-savage 
foolishness. However, the large crowds I soon saw arriving from all parts on 
their way to Chalkad, and the activity of the sardars aroused my suspicion. 
Rumours of miraculous cures and the resuscitation of dead men were diligent- 
ly spread. I have myself met pecple coming from enornious distances carrying 
sick and dying people to Chalkad, and I have met them carrying dead bodies 
back to their villages. It was impossible to reason with the crowds, Birsa 
was the “Bhagwan” of Chota. Nagpur, and not only of the Mundas. 
Incredible as it may seem, it is a fact that in a few months the bulk 
of both the Uraon and Munda population up to Barwai and Chechari 
in Palamau were convinced Birsaites. There were but very few Christians, 
who did not openly side with the new redeemer. Suddenly it was 
given out by the prophet and his disciples that a rain of fire would 
destroy all except those who were living close round Birsa, This transformed 
Chalkad and the neighbouring hills into a large camp. The available rice and 
other food-stuffs were carried rapidly to Chalkad and temporary huts were 
erected round the place. Crowds of Mundas, especially of the known sardari 
villages, were constantly going about armed. 

] got certain news, too, that the religious colouring of Chalkad was fading 
more and more, and that the real-political aims were coming out clearer, as 
Chalkad was getting more and more crowded with armed men, permanently 
settled there with provisions for many a day. 

Birsa himself very soon began to advise his followers to defy the author- 
ities, informing them that the “raj” of the Maharani was over and his had 
commenced. He prophesied that, if Government tried to oppose him, their 
guns would be turned to wood, and the bullets to water; and lastly he issued 
an injunction that the raiyats were to pay no rents in future, but were to 
hold their lands rent-free.” 

His proceedings naturally alarmed the authorities, and the District 
Superintendent of Police, Mr. Meares, was sent out with a picked force of 
police to arrest him. Mr. Meares reached Chalkad on the night of the 24th 
August, 1895, and succeeded in penetrating to the place where Birsa was 
sleeping, without the knowledge of the multitude, who surrounded him. The 
police overpowered the guards, pinioned and gagged them, and Birsa was well 
on the way to Ranchi under arrest, before the crowds of his followers even 
knew that he had been arrested. He and fifteen of his principal followers, 
who were arrested subsequently, were tried at Ranchi, and convicted under 
section 505 of the Indian Penal Code and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment, 
During Birsa’s imprisonment, the excitement in the Munda country subsided 
temporarily. In January 1898, however, some months after his release, the 
Hindu temple at Chutia near Ranchi was desecrated by a band of Mundas, some 
of whom were arrested, ‘They alleged as their excuse that they had been 
commanded by Birsa to do what they had done, with the object of showing 
the country that the temple was the ancestral temple of their race. A warrant 
was issued for the arrest of Birsa; but he absconded and vanished for a period 
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of two years. On the 24th December, 1899, he reappeared, and his reappear- 
ance was signalized by murderous attacks aud incendiarism committed by his 
followers in the southern part of Ranchi district and inthe north of Singhbhum. 
Khunti thana was raided, and a constable killed, the others baving escaped. 
A large, armed mob of Mundas had by this time assembled, and it was necessary 
to call out the troops from Doranda. The latter came up with the insurgents 
at Sailrakub Hill. They refused to surrender, and the troops were compelled 
to use their rifles and storm the hi'l. A number of the insurgents were killed 
or wounded, and the rest quickly dixpersed. Several of the leaders were 
subsequently arrested, tried in Ranchi, and sentenced to imprisonment on 
various charges. Birsa himself was arrested by the agents of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Singhbhum (Mr. Thomson) on the 8rd February. He died 
on tke 8rd June, 1900 in Ranchi Jail of cholera. 

The objects of the originators of the movement, that came to be known 
locally as the Serdari larai, was to get rid of their landlords, and to assert the 
right of the aborigines to hold direct under Government. Birsa went much 
further than this. He assembled armed forces, not merely with the object of 
extirpating the landlords, but also of getting rid of the british. He proposed 
to restore the Munda kingdom, and to be himself the head of the new Govern- 
ment, His principles were an extraordinary medley of religious ideas and 
local politics. For a time, his name possessed extraordinary imflueuce among 
the aborigines; and, there is little doubt that, if the British government had 
not been in existence to block the way at the time, he would have succeeded in 
founding a religious sect, which would, in a very short time, have embraced the 
‘whole aboriginal population of Chota Nagpur. 

Mr, Forbes, the Commissionerof Chota Nagpur at the time, sums up his 
account of these events as follows :-— 


‘‘T have endeavoured to give some connected account of the Kol troubles— troubles of the 
KXols, and troubles to-Governmeut—in order to show as clearly as I can what the real cause 
ot these troubles had been, and what remedy isneeded. The story is an old one, dating 
from about a century back; but, it is to all intents and purposes the samo now as it was 
in the beginning, and so it will, I fear, remain until first a complete survey and record-of- 
pee cg made throughout the Munda country, and secondly the beth begari system 
is abolished. 


The survey and settlement operations, commenced in the Munda country in 
1902. 

102. Foundation of Gumla subdivision, 1902.—Another step in the direction 
of bringing the administration of justice nearer to the homes of the people was 
the foundation of Gumla subdivision in November, 1902, Mr. Streatfield, 
who was Deputy Commissioner of Ranchi in 1897, reported that the distances 
of parts of the areas known as Barwaiand Bira from Ranchi were so great 
that the people preferred to submit to any compromise rather than under- 
take the trouble and expense involved in making such a lengthy journey. 
The result was, he said, that the zamindars and police were omnipotent in 
these tracts, and that deeds of lawlessness were committed, which were a 
disgrace to the administration. As I was the first officer to hold charge of 
the Gumla subdivision, I can bear witness to the fact that Mr. Streatfield 
did not overstate the state of disorder which prevailed. There were 
parts of the area, notably the more remote parts of Kurdeg, Kochedega 
and Kolebira thanas, where the system of British administration could 
hardly be said to be in force. Murder cases and other very serious 
offences were usually brought before the Courts; but offences of lesser 
magnitude went unpunished. HKven murders were frequently concealed ; 
and I knew of one case, at least, in which a zamindar was reported to 
have committed as many as ten, and to have escaped conviction. The 
control over the police was so ineffective that they were the real rulers 
of the country, and, before any reforms could be effected, it was found 
necessary to prosecute or dismiss numbers of them. The chaukidari force 
was equally corrupt. During the first year after the foundation of the 
subdivision, the convictions of the chaukidars, who were the supposed 
guardians of the peace, for serious offences, such as dacoity, robbery, theft, 
and trespass were numerous, the percentage being nearly treblo that of sny 
other class of the commuuity. It was, therefore, necessary to discharge or 
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dismiss large numbers of the worst of them, who usually belonged to the 
Ghasi and Mahali castes, who for some reason or other appear to have been 
appointed in preference to members of other castes, apparently at the instance 
of the local Police Sub-Inspectors, The relations of landlords and tenants 
were still based on the feudal system, but very few of the landlords discharged 
the duties entailed by it, while most of them oppressed their raiyats, save in 
those tracts in which Christianity was predominant. There was very little 
respect for the authority of Courts and Magistrates. One of the first 
processes issued by mo waa against a zamindar whom Colonel Dalton would 
have styled a feudal chief, regarding a dispute about some land, which he was 
proceeding to annex forcibly according to the custom of the country. He 
refused to accept the process and returned it contemptuously to the peon. The 
active or effective interference of a Magistrate in such matters in these parts 
was in fact something of a novelty, and several zamindars had to be fined 
or imprisoned, before any respect fur the law could be engendered. All that 
has now changed, and Gumla subdivision is one of the most peaceable and 
law-abiding parts of the province. . 

103. Foundation of the Khunti subdivision—For similar reasons, and 
because the results of the investigations made by tne Settlement Officer showed 
clearly the urgent necessity of a closer local administration, Khunti sub- 
division was established with effect from the 1st December, 1905, 

104. The Tenancy Amendment Act of 1903,—As has been explained above, 
the proposed Bill to consolidate the law of landlords and tenants was postponed 
in 1899, until the survey and settlement operations had thrown some light on 
agrarian conditions. By the end of the year 1903, the Settlement Officers had 
collected a considerable amount of data, and the local investigations made in 
the Munda country were held to justify the necessity of emergent legislation. 
One of the main objects of the amending Act was to give finality,to the record-of- 
rights regarding the incidents of Mundari khunthattdari tenancies. The nature 
and incidents of these tenancies had been generally misunderstood by the Civil 
and Revenue Courts of the district ; and, following the precedent of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenures Act, it was now considered expedient to make the record-of-rights 
final and conclusive, The results of the investigation made by the Settlement 
Officers, regarding the abuses to which the unrestricted sale and transfer of 
raiyati and other tenancies had led, .were.held to justify the imposition of 
restrictions on rights of transfer by raiyats and Mundan ¢huntkattédars. The 
provisions enacted in 1903 are the same as those which are contained in 
sections 46 to 48 and section 240 of the present Tenancy Act, with certain 
modifications. At the same time provision was made for the summary sale of 
holdings in executions of decrees for arrears of rent; and a special procedure 
was prescribed for the recovery of arrears of rent from Mundari khunthattidars, 
The vexed question of the registration of transfers of, and successions to, 
tenures was settled; and all tenures were made saleable for arrears of rent 
accruing on them. 

106. The Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Act VI of 1908,--The Act as 
amended in 1903 remained in force till 1608. By that time, the settlement 
operations had extended over the whole of Ranchi and a large area in Singh- 
bhum; and sufficient data had been collected to enable the Legislature to pass 
a comprehensive measure consolidating the law of landlord and tenant in 
Chota Nagpur. 

The Act came into force on the Lith November, 1908. Its objects were to 
supersede and consolidate the Acts in force in the division, to improve and 
amplify the procedure, and to improve and complete the substantive law by 
embodying in it certain provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Acy and some 
additional provisions which affirm local customary rights and usages. Accord- 
ingly the provisions of the Commutation Act, Act IV of 1897, which is really an 
integral part of the local rent law, were incorporated in the Act with certain 
necessary modifications, ‘The provisions of the Limitation Act and of certain 
sections of the Civil Procedure Code were made applicable to all proceedings 
under the Act, in so far as they are not inconsistent with any of its provisions, 
and, amongst other matters, the law relating to the “ settled raiyat,” the 
procedure for making surveys and records-of-rights with certain important 
alterations and additions, and several other provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
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Act relating to law and procedure were incorporated. The law relating to 
korkar and khuntkath rights was extended and amplified, and provision made for 
the preparation of a final and conclusive record of the rights of khuntkattidars 
(other than Mundari ‘huntkattdars) and village headmen. Landlords’ privi- 
leged lands were defined, and provision was also made for a final and conclu- 
sive records of these rights. 

It is noteworthy that during the discussions which preceded the Act, the 
proposal to extend the Bengal Tenancy Act, which at one time received 
considerable support from officials, zamindars, lawyers, and missionaries, was 
definitely dropped. In view of the necessity of the exceptional legislation, 
which was undertaken in 1903, it was evidently impracticable to propose the 
extension of the Bengal Act. Instead, a new Act was framed to include all 
those provisious affirming local customary rights and usages, which the investi- 
vations of the Settlement Officers had shown to be necessary, and several 
provisions of law and procedure, borrowed from the Bengal Tenancy Act, which 
were in no way inconsistent with local usages and customs and which the 
experience of the Civil Courts had shown to be essential for the propor 
udministration of the rent law in Bengal. ” 

106. Results of the Act.--TLo Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act has been in 
force only two years, and it is yet too early to speak with certainty of ‘ts 
results, As far as can be ascertained, however, despite some minor defects, its 
working has been eminently successful, The provisions of section 94, which 
make the entry in the record-of-rights of the amount of rent payable in respect 
of a holding conclusive as against the landlord—in practice it is conclusive 
wlvo against the raiyut--have lightened greatly the burden of the Revenue 
Courts in the district. The disputes as to rates of rent and pracdial ducs were 
an unending source of strife and litigation, There was no uniformity in 
the decisions in numerous cases. One Court, for instance, decreed rent at 
Ks. 5 per unit of area, and disallowed all preedial dues; another Court, five 
years later, decreed rent at Ks. 6 and allowed numerous rahumats and abwabs 
ugainst ancther set of tenants living in’ the same village. The latter were 
naturally dissatisfied. 1 have known several cases in which the landlords 
and raiyats failed to mention in Court the existence of decrees which definitely 
settled the incidence of rent charges in their villages. The landlord hoped 
to get a decree for higher rates, and the raiyats to get their legal rents reduced 
Thus litigation was regurded as a gamble. ‘The results of these diverse and 
contrary decisions were to initiate a period of strife and litigation, which 
was inimical to the best interests of both parties. This kind of litigation 
has now definitely ceased throughout the district. In practice the only dis- 
puted issue, which can now arise in ordinary rent suits,is whether the raiyat 
has paid his dues or not, and this is an issue, which it is usually casy to 
decide. The work of the Revenue Courts has, therefore, been reduced enor-» 
mously, and the parties are saved from the harassment and cost entailed by 
prolonged litigation. 

The policy of making the rent entries in the settlement records final and 
conclusive as against the landlord, and in practice also against the raiyat, 
is not based merely on expediency. As a matter of experience, it is well 
known that it is frequently impossible for Courts sitting at head-quarters, 
guided by the ordinary rules of procedure and of evidence, {to come to correct 
conclusions as to the rates of rent and pracdial conditions legally payable or 
renderable, and it would be easy to demonstrate by numerous examples that this 
procedure has nearly always been a failure in difficult, contested cases, A 
Settlement Officer has enormous advantages In disposing of these disputes. He 
decides the issues locally after enquiry on the spot; he has got the records of 
the village, which show the area and class of land held by each tenant, before 
him; and he knows the rates which have been recorded in neighbouring 
villages or parganas, He also knuws the pargana custom as to the incidence 
of rakwmats and begari, and, most important of all, there are rarely any touts to 
interfore with, or tutor, the witnesses. \ ‘The raiyats and landlords, therefore, 
frequently tell the truth. In consequence—and this is a matter of common 
experience—during tho settlement proceedings, it was seldom found difficult 
to determine on the spot the correct rates of rent and predial conditions. 
The recording of the rents is in some respect; the most important of all 
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settlement operations ; it will be, therefore, interesting to watch the effect of 
this part of the record in setting at rest agrarian disputes in Chota Nagpur. 
The results in Ranchi district have been so far eminently successful, 
In operations carricd out under the Bengal Tenancy Act, the analogous entries 
are only presumptive evidence of correctness, und they sre, asa matter 
of fact, frequently regurded merely as a basis for subsequent litigation in the 
Civil Courts, in which the issues are finally settled, Other aspects of the new 
agrarian law are discussed in succeeding chapters, 


107. Local Self-Government,--Before 1900, when the District Board was 
established, the roads of the district were in charge of a Road Committee, 
who were nominated and appointed by the Local Government. Tne schools 
of the district were directly under the Deputy Commissioner. 


The District Board of Ranchi was established in April 1900 on the 
recommendation of the Commissioner, Mr. Forbes, The Board as originally 
constituted consisted of twelve members; but this ‘number was subsequently 
inercased to cighteen, including the Chairman. Of this number, nine are 
non-officials, all of whom are appointed by the Local Government, and nine 
aro ex-officio members. ‘lhe Deputy Commissioner is invariably the Chairman. 

The average annual income of the Board, since its inception in 1900, 
amounted to Rs. 1,830,557, of which Rs. 49,450 were derived from road cess, 
and the balence from fixed annual grants assigned by the Local Government, 
to maintain equilibrium botween receipts and oxpenditure. The average 
annual expenditure was Rs. 1,21,770, of which an average sum of Rs. 64,301 
was spent on civil works, Rs. 32,949 on education, and Rs, 3,965 on medical 
relief. 


" The incidence of tuxation is 8 pies per head of population as compared 
with 10 pies in Hazaribagh, 11 pies in Man}hum, and 11 pics in Palamau. 


The income of the District Board is quite insufficient for the proper 
upkeop and repair of roads, the opening up of necessary new roads, and 
the maintenance of schools, ‘I'he roads of the district are especially inade- 
quate, in view of the considerab'e transport of grain, which gocs on within 
the district. In the moro remote parts liko Chainpur and Bishunpur, there are 
no main roads, and tho ordinary means of transport is by pack-bullocks or by 
coolics, The Local Government have made grants amounting to Rs, 2,02,869 
during the last nine years for the improvement of local communications, and 
some progress has been made in opening up the country. ‘The District Board 
are also responsible for the upkeep of 4 inspection bungalows, 10 inspection 
huts, 1 ferry (over the Koel river on the Gumla road), and 63 pounds. In 
1900, there were 25 pounds, with an annual demand of Rs. 3,079, all of 
which were managed by the police. There are now 63 pounds, and tho annual 
fevenue has increased to Rs. 5,871, while the expenditure on management 
has decreased from Rs. 581 to Rs, 97 as a result of the adoption of the farming 
system. ; 

The amount expended on education amounted to Rs, 33,115 in 1908-09. 
The Board maintain 7 middle, 30 upper primary, and 643 lower primary 
schools. There is also an industrial school at Ranchi. 


During the same year, a sum of Rs. 7,357 was spent on medical assistance, 
of which Rs. 4,783 were spent on the maintenance of tho dispensaries at Silli, 
Bundu, Khunti, Gumle, and Chainpur, Subsidies of Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 90 were 
made to the Kanchi and Lohardaga dispensaries respectively, and a grant in-aid- 
amounting to fs, 700 was paid to the Dublin Mission for the maintenance of 
their dispensaries at Murhu, and Itki. 


The Board also maintain a veterinary dispensary at Ranchi, the eost of 
which during the year 1908-09 amounted to Rs. 1,904, as against an incomo of 
of Rs. 1,477. 

108. Municipalities. There are only two municipalities in the district, 
viz., Kanchi and Lohardaga. Ranchi Municipality was established in 1865. 
The present annual income is Rs, 46,317, and its approximate area is 64 square 
miles. Lohardaga Municipality was established in 1888, Its prosent annual 
income is Rs, 4,746, and its approximate area iy 24 square miles. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Tae District SerrLeEMeNT OPERATIONS, 
PROCEDURE AND PROGRESS. 


109. Necessity of a record-of-rights.—As has been shown in the previous 
chapter, it had been recognized for along time by various Lieutenant-Governors 
and by the local authorities that a survey and a record-of-rights wero essential 
to the peaceful devclopment of the district. The discussions regarding the Bill 
to consolidate the Law of Landlord and Tenant in 1899 showed clearly that 
there was considerable divergence of opinion regarding local customary agrarian 
rights and customs, and a record of these rights and customs was evidently 
necessary to supply the data for agrarian legislation. The Birsa revolt of 
1900 was a sharp reminder that the proposed operations had been alroady too 
long delayed. Soon after the Birsnites had been dispersed, the Deputy Commie- 
sioner (Mr. Streatfield) and the Judicial Commissioner (Mr. Taylor) in their 
joint report submitted the opinion that— 


“ Until a survoy and a record-of-rights are undertaken at loast in the Munda country, 
disaffection and discontent will continue.” 


The Commissioner, Mr, Forbes, in discussing the causes of agrarian 
iscontent during half a century, summed up his account of the Birsa rising 
as follows :— 

“The story is an old one, dating from about a century back, but it is to all intents and 


purposes the same now as it was in tho beginning, ond so it will, I fear, remain until a 
complete survey and record-of-rights have been made throughout the Mundari country, and 


secondly the beth-beyart system is abolished,” 


110. Sanction to the inception of the operations—The Government of 
Rengal in their letter urged the neccssity of undertaking survey and settlement 
operations immediately in the Munda country and evontually in the rest of the 
district, and the Government of India, in their letter No, 319—264-4, dated 
the 2nd February, 1902, sanctioned theit invception in the 1,846 square 
miles of the district, which constitute. the Munda country ; it was understood 
that the orders conveyed in no way committed the Government of India to 
the project for the survey and settlement of tho remainder of the district. 
The Government of India undertook to bear one-fourth of the cost, the 
remaining three-fourths being recoverable from landlords and tenants, and the 
Provincial Revenues being liable to bear the charge involved in writing off 
as irrecoverable any portion of tho recoverable amount. In February 1902, 
the Singhbhum traverse detachment was ordered to proceed to Ranchi at once 
and begin the traverse work. Mr. Lister was appointed Settlement Officer, and 
joined the post on the 8th March, 1902. a 

Ll. Chain of correspondence and control.—It was arranged that the chain of 
correspondence should be as follows :— 


Settlement Officer. Director of Land Records. 
Deputy Commissioner, Board of Revenue. 
Government. 


The Commissioner was to exercise general control over the operations, 
and it was subsequently ordered that he should be consulted on all questions 
of law and principle arising in connection with the operations. 

112. Definition of the Munda country.—There was considerable divergence 
of opinion as to the area which constituted the Munda country. Mr. Streatfield, 
the Deputy Commissiouer in 1900, defined the area as consisting of the whole 
of Tamar, Khunti and Bano thanas, one-third of Biru and Karra, one-fourth 
of Kolcbira, and a small portion of Ranchi, with a total area of 1,846 square 
miles. This figure was accepted by the Government of India. Mr. Maude, 
Deputy Commissioner, however, subsoquently proposed that an area of 2,225 
equare miles should be dealt with, and the Commissioner, Mr. Slacko, proposed 
that the operations should be extended to 3,490 square miles. The distribution 
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of the vast majority of the Munda population according to the census figures 
of 1901 is shown below :— 





Name of thana or Total 


Number of | Percentage 











outpost. population.) Mundas. fof Mundas. 
Khunti | 118,660 82,618 72 
Tamar eos | 111,747 58,459 52 
Bano .. | 29,550 15,578 52 
Basia vee | 49,582 19,361 39 
Kolebira . | 87,788 13,790 36 
Karra we | 90,846 . 25,795 28 
Silli ew | 75,543 16.564 22 
Ranchi vee | 177,588 31,996 18 


With the exception of thana Kochedega, where the percentage of Mundas 
is 11 per cent. of the whole population, the total Munda population in the other 
thanas and outposts is insignificant. The Mundas, therefore, preponderate in 
three thanas only. It was found impossible to define the portions of the 
remaining thanas which might be considered part of the Munda country, as 
the census figures showed that the Mundas were scattered over a larger area 
than Mr, Streattield supposed. Owing to the difficulty of defining a compact 
block as the Munda country, the area;-which was to be surveyed and settled 
uae the original orders of the Government. of India, was never definitely 

xed. 

113. Commencement of the operations.—The operations were commenced in 
thanas Khunti and Tamar, and in the cold season of 1904, survey was going 
on in Karra, Basia, Bano, and Kolebira. It was, therefore, necessary to decide 
at an early date whether the operations should be extended to the whole district 
or discontinued, after the completion of these arcas. 

114. Reasons for the extension of the operations to the whole district.—The local 
officers and the Board of Revenue urged strongly tho necessity of extending 
the operations to the areas mainly occupied by the non-Mundari races. ‘The 
reasons advanced were the necessity of commuting by a compulsory process 
all praedial conditions and services, an operation to which the survey and 
records-of-rights are a necessary preliminary, the desirability of defining 
villages, the absence of standards of measurement, and the uncertainty of the 
incidence of rents. 

It was said, ‘‘ areas of holdings are unknown, no rents are fixed; there 
isno security of tenure, and the relations between the landlords and tenants 
are as unsatisfactory as was the case in North Bihar before the preparation 
of the record-of-rights recently concluded.” Mr. Slacke, the Commissioner, 
gave it as his opinion that the Civil and Revenue Courts were, in the existing 
state of affairs, unable to administer justice effectively, and he reported that 
their decisions were regarded with but scant respect by the people. Lastly, 
it had been recognized for several years that, in order to solve several of the 
agrarian problems, legislation would be necessary, and it was obviously 
undesirable to undertake the legislation until a record of agrarian rights 
throughout the district had been completed. It was well knewn that the 
Mundas regarded the operations in progress with marked satisfaction, and, 
when the Lieutenant-Governor visited Ranchi in February, 1904, he received 
an address from various classes of the population urging the extension of 
the operations. He supported the proposals of the Board and the local 
officers, and the Goverament of India, in their letter No. 1046—239-2, dated 
the 27th July, 1904, sanctioned the extension of the sphere of the operations to 
the whole district. The Government of India appear to have regarded the 
work as an administrative necessity, and they authorized the Lieutanant-Gov- 
ernor to grant remissions up to a limit of 10 per cent. of the total sum ordinarily 
recoverable from landlords and tenants, and agreed at the same time that 
any loss sustained under this head should be borne by Lmperial Revenues. ‘The 
totsl cost of the operations was estimated at Rs, .2U,65,737. After nearly 25 
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years of sporadic discussion and correspondence, during which the local officers 
had frequently emphasised the inefficiency of the administration and the need of 
a survey and a record-of-rights, Government conferred this great boon on the 
landlords and tenants of the district. It is now obvious to every officer, who has 
worked in the Ranchi settlement operations, that the survey and record were not 
not only necessary as a solution of agrarian troubles, but that they are essential 
as a basis for the efficient administration of the district. The financial 
difficulties, which were the main cause of the postponement of the settlement— 
it was considered doubtful whether the landlords and tenants would be able 
to pay the three-fourths share of the cost—were greatly exaggerated, as the 
ease, with which full collections have been made, has proved; and it is now 
a matter of surprise, considering the events of the last 50 years, why the 
operations were not commenced sooner, and the agrarian troubles—troubles to 
the people and to Government—ended. 

115. Alteration i the chain of correspondence and control in the Chota Nagpur 
Settlemeni.—As the sphere of the operations was extended to the whole district, 
and as operations were also simultaneously going on in Singhbhum and in 
Manbhum districts, the system of sending all correspondence through Deputy 
Jommissioners was found cumbrous and impracticable. ‘The chain of corre- 
spondence was, therefore, altered, and by Government order No, 2401'1.—K., 
dated the 3ist October, 1908, it was laid down that in future the chain of 
correspondence should be as follows in all Chota Nagpur settlements :-- 

Settlement Officer, Board of Revenue, 
Director of Land Records, Government. 


It was further ordered that the Deputy Commissioner of each district and 
the Commissioner of the Division should be consulted on all questions of law 
and principle arising in connection with the operations, and that copies of all 
circular orders relating to such questions should be sent to them. 

116. Notifications under ihe Survey Act.—On the 3rd March, 1902, a noti- 
fication under section 3, Act V B.C.) of 1875 was issued, ordering the survey 
of all lands included in thanas ‘Tamar, Khunti, and Bano. Other thanas were 
subsequently notified for survey, vide Appendix IX, 

117. Notifications under the Tenancy Act.—As there were then no provisions 
in the local Tenancy Act for the preparation of a record-of-rights, the provisions 
of Chapter X of the Bengal ‘Tenancy Act, with certain owissions 
and modifications, were extended to the Chota Nagpur division, except 
Manbhum, by Government Notification No. 721, dated the 9th Febrn- 
ary, 1903. ‘The record-of rights was prepared according to the procedure 
laid down in Chapter X as extended to Chota Nagpur, until the present 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act was enacted. From that date, the revord-of- 
rights was prepared according to the procedure laid down in Chapter XII 
of that Act. For the notifications issued by the Local Government, vide 
Appendix 1X. 

118. Particulars to be recorded—The particulars, which the Settlement 
Officers were required to ascertain and record under the provisions of 
section 101 (2) of the Bengal Tenancy Act, were :— 


(a) the name of each tenant or occupant ; 

(b) the class to which each tenant belongs, that is tosay, whether he 
is a tonure-holder, raiyat holding at fixed rate, occupancy- 
raiyat, non-occupancy-ralyat, under-ralyat or other tenant ; 
and, if he is a tenure-holder, whether he is a permanent 
tenure-holder or not, and whether his rent is liable to 
enhancement during the continuance of his tenure ; 

(c) the situation and quantity and one or more of the boundaries 
of the land held by each tenant or occupier ; 

(@) the name of each tenant’s landlord ; 

(ce) the rent payable at the time the record-of-rights is being prepared ; 

(7) the mode in which the rent has been fixed, whether by contract, 
by order of a Court or otherwise ; 

(g) the special conditions and incidents, if any, of the tenancy ; 

(4) if the rent is a gradually increasing rent, the time at which, 
and the steps by which, it increases ; 
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(¢) the name of each landlord, with the character and extent of 
his interest, and the situation, quantity and one or more 
of the boundaries of the land cultivated by each landlord ; 

(7) if the land is claimed to be held rent-free, whether or not rent 
is actually paid, and if not paid, whether or not the oceupant 
is entitled to holc the land without payment of rent, and if 
so entitled, under what authority; 

(&) if the land is jungle, the right to timber, fruits, and other jungle 
produce and the right of the grazing. 


119. Revised form of notification. When the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act 
{Act VI (B. C.) of 1908] became law (11th November, 1908), a revised form of 
notification was issued. The particulars required to be recorded under 
section &1 of that Act are:— 


(a) the name of each tenant or occupant; 

(6) the class to which each tenant belongs, that is to say, whether he is 
a tenure-holder, Mundari khuntkaitidar, settled raiyat, occu- 
pancy-raiyat, non-occupancy raiyat, raiyat having khuntkati 
rights, under-raiyat (or other class of tenant), and, if he isa 
tenure-holder, whether he isa permanent tenure-holder or 
not, and whether his rent is liable to enhancement during the 
continuance of his tenure ; 

(c} the situation and quantity and one or more of the boundaries of the 
land held by each tenant or occupier ; 

(d) the name of each tenant’s landlord ; 

(e) the rent payable at the time the record-of-rights is being prepared ; 

(1) the mode in which that rent has been fixed; whether by contract, 
by order of a Court or otherwise ; 

(g° the special conditions and incidents, if any, of the tenancy ; 

(A) if the rent isa gradually increasing rent, the time at which, and 
tho steps by which, if increases ; 

(i) the name of each proprietor, with the charactor and extent of his 
interest, and the situation, quantity and one or more of the 
boundaries of the lands cultivated by each landlord ; 

(7) any easement attaching to the land for which a record-of-rights is 
being prepared ; 

(&) if the land is claimed to be held rent-free, whether or not rent 
is actually paid, and, if not paid, whether or not the occupant 
is entitled to hold tho land without payment of rent, and, if 
so entitled, under what authority ; 

()) the right of any person, whether a landlord or tenant or not, to 
take forest produce from jungle land or waste land, or to 
graze cattle on any land, in any village in the area to which 
the record-of-rights applies ; 

(m) the right of any resident of the village to reclaim jungle land or 
waste land, or to convert land into korkar, 


This is now the standard form of notification for all Chota Nagpur 
Settlements. 


THE TRAVERSE SURVEY. 


120. The cadastral survey of the district was preceded by a traverse 
survey, the objects of which were to fix, by means of the theodolite, 
stations on or near the boundaries of villages, and lines of stations at 
distances of 40 or 50 chains from the village boundaries, The lines of stations 
along or near the boundaries are known as traverse lines, and the lines of 
stations within the village are known as sub-traverses. The cadastral surveyors 
fill in the details of the survey on the basis of these fixed points, which are 
accurately plotted on the skeleton maps supplied by the professional depart- 
ment. he traverse operations were throughout undor the direct control 
of the Director of Surveys, Bougal. The Settlement Officer was, however, 
appointed Supcrintendeut of Survey under the Survey Act from the commence- 
eh of the operations, though he had no executive control over the traverse 
stall. 
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121. Deiegation of powers to traverse oficers.~Under the system at present 
in force in the Chota Nagpur settlements, the Settlement Officer is the Superin- 
tendent of Survey for the district, ‘Traverse officers are gazetted as Assistant 
Superintendents of Survey under the Survey Act, and the Superintendent of 
Survey delegates to them the necessary powers of a Collector, to issue special 
notices under sections 7 and 9, and to impose fines under section 51(4) of the 
Survey Act, 

The following table shows the progress made in the traverso work, year 
by year, with details as to the number of stations fixed :—~ 


No. of 
Area in | No.of | testay | ‘Thanas or outposts dealt with whol 
Season, square | theodolite - Seca? The eon 
niles ations tions per in part. 
’ * | square 
mile. 
- | =e 
1901.02 480 9,793 238 | Khunti except one village, and Tamar (por- 
tion). 
1902-03 | 1,001 19,178 19 |Tamar (portion), Sonahatu, Bundu, Torpa 
(portion), and one village of Khunti. 
1903-04 861 20,077 238 | Karra except six villages, Basia (portion), 
Bano, Kolebira, and Torpa (portion), 
1904-05 | 1,682 30,350 18 | Kochedega, Kurdeg, Palkot, Basia (portion), 
_Gumla and Raidib, 
1905-06 873 14,471 17 --)Ghaghra, Bishunpur and Chainpur. 
1906-07 | 1,128 17,616 16 | Lohardaga, Kuru, Bero, Sesai, Lapung and 


6-7 six villages of Karra. 

1907-08 1,208 24,612 20 Ranchi municipality, Burmu, Mandar, 
’ Ranchi, Ormanjhi, Angara, Gilli, and two 

villages of Sonahatu, 


mente 





—— 


Total ..{ 7,139°7 | 185,997 19-04 


ee = — A 








The area of the district by summation of fields is only 7,103'59 square 
miles, The difference of 85 square miles is mainly accounted for by the fact 
that there were important boundary disputes between Ranchi and Singhbhum, 
Hanchi and Jashpur State, and Ranchi and Hazaribagh. These areas were 
traversed as part of the Ranchi operations, though portions of them were 
subsequently included in Hazaribagh and Singhbhum districts, and Jashpur 
State. 

122. Difficulties of the traverse.—The traverse was generally difficalt, 
Owing to the hilly nature of the country, frequent recourse to the subtense 
bar was necessary instead of the chain, In the jungle area a large amount of 
jungle-clearing was necessary, and this delayed the progress of the work. The 
health of the staff was bad in portions of the district, notably in the first year’s 
area, in which more than half the total number of the surveyors were invalided 
during the field season, and several died of malarial fever. As there was no 
previous revenue survey, save in the villages surveyed in Mr. Slacke’s settle- 
ment, the villages were undefined, and the preliminary demarcation done by 
the villagers in several portions of the district was slip-shod and inaccurate, 
Vhe cost of the work varied considerably from year to year, owing to these 
factors: The rates per square mile, season by season, as given in the annual 
reports, were Rs, 60, Rs. 29 and Res, 32 for the first three years. 

128. Average cost of traverse per square mile.—The total expenditure by the 
traverse section on the district operations was Rs, 2,36,967, which gives an 
incidence of Rs. 38 per square mile. 

124. Defects of the traverse—The traverse work of the area, which was 
cadastrally surveyed in 1905-06, was found to be defective in several import- 
ant particulars. ‘The most serious defect was the lack of sub-traverse lines in 
several of tbe jungle and hill areas, and along or near isolated patches of 
cultivation in jungles, Theoretically, the traverse surveyors were bound to 
encircle the jungle and hill areas by a line of stations, and also to run lines 
near isolated. patches of cultivation to enable the cadastral amin to fill in the 
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detailed survey on the basis of the stations thus accurately fixed. Owing to 
the absence of these stations, the cadastral survey was found to be very difficult 
in parts of Kochedega, Kurdeg, and Palkot. Chaining was frequently impos- 
sible, and it was necessary to use the sight vane under conditions which some- 
times precluded absolute accuracy. A special report was submitted by the 
Settlement Officer on the character of the defects brought to light, and the 
Superintendent of Provincial Surveys (now the Director of Surveys), Colonel 
Crichton, examined the maps and came to the conclusion that the complaints 
made by the Settlement department, which was then in charge of the cadastral 
survey operations, were justified. He found that the traverse surveyors had 
run an unnecessary number of lines in open country, and neglected the orders 
regarding the separation of jungle froin cultivation, He accordingly issued the 
following instructions for the future guidance of the department:— 


“1, All jungle blocks must have sub-traverses along the edge, preferably in the open, 
one chain to one and a half chains trom the jungle, so as to avoid unnecessary line-clearing. 

2. Hills must have sub-traverses at their bases. ‘The existence of traverse stations 
following the village boundaries along the crest of a hill or a range of hills is not sufficient. 

3. Inside jungle and hilly tracts, no traverse stations are required, as no detail survey 
will be undertaken in these tracts. 

4. In open and cultivated lands, sub-traverses need not generally be nearer than 50 
chains apart, but the existing rules as to traverse of congested village sites hold good.” 


Orders were also issued providing for the running of sub-traverse lines 
through or near isolated patches of cultivation, and in plotting the 16-inch 
sheets, officers were enjoined to provide, as far as possible, stations on the 
margins. 

125. Defects remedied in subsequent years.—These rules have since been 
generally observed, and the work done during the last two or three years, under 
the direct superintendence of Mr, A. W. Smart of the Survey of India, nas been 
particularly good. From the table given above, showing the number of 
theodolite stations fixed, it will be seen that the number of theodolite stations 
to the square mile for the season 1905-06 was almost up to the average. The 
defects were due to the fact that the surveyors in the field located them 
in an arbitrary fashion, and without much reference to the needs of the cadas- 
tral survey party. 


CADASTRAL SURVEY AND) PRELIMINARY BECORD.WRITING. 


126. The following table shows the progress made in cadastral survey 
and preliminary record- writing year by year :— 


eS LT 














Survey area | Khanapuri Thanas or outposts dealt with wholly 
Year. in square area in or in part. 
miles. square miles. 

1902-03 616 487 | Khbunti (except one -village), and portion of 
Tamar. 

1903-04 748 801 | Remaining part of Tamar, Sonahatu (except 
two villages), Bundu, Torpa (portion), and 
one village of Khunti. 

1904-05 909 1,035 | Torpa (remaining portion), Karra (except six 
villages), Basia, Bano, Kolebira, and one 
village of Kochedega. 

1905-06 1,618 1,618 {Remaining portion of Basia, Gumla, Raidih, 
Palkot, Kurdeg, aud Kochedega. 

1906-07 854 854 |Ghaghra, Chainpur, Bishunpur, and two 
villages of Lohardaga. 

1907.08 1,140 1,140 | Lobardaga, Sesai, Lapung, Bero, Kuru 
(except two villages), two villages of Ranchi, 
four of Mandar, and six of Karra. 

1908-09 1,219 1,219 | Burmu, Ormanjhi, Ranchi, Angara, Silli, 
Mandar, one village of Khunti, two of Sona- 
hatu, three of Kuru, and one of Bero, 

Total s+ 7,104 7,104 








se 
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The lists of villages supplied to the traverse party by the Deputy Commis: 
sioner were incomplete, and some villages were, therefore, not traversed at the 
same time as the rest of the thana or outpost to which they appertained. They 
were dealt with in subsequent years. 

Up to the cold weather of 1905, the cadastral survey operations were 
carried on under the supervision of the professional department, the whole 
control being vested in the Director of Surveys, who was then known as 
Superintendent of Provincial Surveys. The Settlement department and the 
officers of thea Survey of India jointly supervised the record-writing. This 
system of joint control was found to be unworkable, and the complete 
control of the cadastral survey and the record-writing was transferred to the 
Settlement department in October, 1905. The services of an officer of the 
Survey of India were, however, retained as a profesional adviser in survey 
matters, 


127. System of survey and organization.—After a couple of years’ practical 
experience of survey work by the officers of the Settlement dopartment, 
rules were drawn up prescribing a detailed system of survey and a system of 
check. These rules were subsequently embodied in the Bengal Survey 
Manual of 1903, and it is, therefore, unnecessary to describe the system and 
organization in detail here. 

128. Check of cadastral survey.—The chief check of the detailed survey 
done by the amins consists in the running of lines (paréal) across the field map 
by the supervising agency, Assistant Settlement Offcors, Kanungos, Head 
Inspectors, and Inspectors, with a view to test whether all fields and important 
items have been accurately surveyed/and plotted. There are three kinds of 
partal, viz., personal partal, independent para), and block gartal. In personal 
partal, the lines are run across the map during the progress of the survey, and 
discrepancies are corrected on the spot. In independent paréal, tne lines are 
run across the map after the amin has finished the survey. The Assistant 
Settlement Officer notes on a rough skeleton map (the khakha) the lines which 
le desires should be resurveyed, and gives them to the amin or I[nspector 
keeping the original map himself. ‘The Inspector or amin plots tho details 
along the line up to a distance of a couple of chains on both sides, and 
brings the trace to the Assistant Settlemont Officer, who compares it with 
the corresponding portion of the map...The latter then finally passes the 
map or rejects it. Block parta/ consists of the complete resurvey of a small 
area, after the original is handed in to the Assistant Settlement Officer. 
‘he trace of the resurveyed portion is compared with the corresponding portion 
of the map. 

129. Incidence of check.—The minimum prescribed paréa/ is 24 chains per 
100 acres surveyed, viz., 12 chains of independeat and 12 chains of personal 
partul. There is no prescribed minimum for block parial, as its uses are excep- 
tional ; in addition, the superior supervising agency (Assistant Settlement Officers 
and Kanungos) are expected to paréai one line at least in every map sheet, 
For a detailed account of the system, Chapter VIII of the Survey Manual may 
be read. 

A total arca of 2,273 square miles of the district was surveyed by the 
Cadastral department of the Survey of India. The survey was tested by 
7,608 linear miles of partal, which gives an incidence of 33 linear miles per 
square mile, 

The table given below shows the incidence of check in the area surveyed 
under the supervision of the Settlement department :— 


ee 


Personal zauer® nd- eeula Total pertad |Total par tal 
partaé per e P in linear | per square 


F partal in | per square le : 
5 ; d 8, : 
equare mile. linear miles. mile. a mile 


Survey area | Personal 
in square partal in 
miles. linear miles. 





4,831 | 8,089 | 17 | 4,118 | 9 | 12,207 | 25 
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The prescribed minimum linear partal is about 2 linear miles per square mile. 
The minimum was, therefore, considerably exceeded. The amount of block 
partal was insignificant, the total for the area dealt with by the Settlement 
department being only 979 acres. In addition, during the last two seasons, ten 
per cent. of the quadrilaterals, on which the detailed survey is based, were re- 
checked, The figures for check by the superior supervising agency . Assistant 
Settlement Officers, and Kanungos) are not available for the whole period ; but, 
during the last two seasons, the total partal by these agencies amounted to 487 
and 491 linear miles respectively, or ‘4+ and °3 linear miles per square mile. It 
should be noted that, as jungle and waste lands were not partalled, the 
incidence of check per square mile of cultivated land is about double the 
figures given above. 


130. Quality of ihe check.—The great difficulty in securing an adequate 
check is the unreliability of a considerable percentage of the inferior supervising 
agency of Survey Inspectors. A large percentage of check is essential as a 
guarantee of the accuracy of the survey as a whole, and, as the Assistant 
Settlement Officer himself cannot run more than one line in every sheet and can 
thus testonly a very small percentage, it becomes necessary to employ a large 
number of Inspectors. The Settlement department usually employs about four 
for every100 square miles of survey. 


During the season 1905-06, it was found that several Inspectors were in 
the habit of getting their amins to prepare field books of partal lines for them, 
which they used to recopy, and send in to head-quarters, as if the check had 
been done by themselves, 


An attempt has been made in the Chota Nagpur surveys to minimize the 
chances of collusion between the Inspectors and the amins, by making the 
latter entirely independent of the former as regards their work und earnings, 
The Inspector is not allowed to distribute the survey sheets, nor has he any- 
thing to do with the preparation of the accounts. An inferior or lazy amin, 
whose work is pour, is, however, still interested in securing the good will of 
the Inspector, and the accuracy of the survey, in the last resort, depends on 
the energy and activity of the covenanted officer in charge of the operations 
and of the Assistant Settlement Officers in cuarge of circles. A high standard 
cannot be attained, unless the Assistant Settlement Officers themselves 
scrutinize the maps carefully, and parial systematically the most difficult pieces 
of survey. They should insist on the Inspectors doing likewise. The latter 
very quickly take their cue from their superiors. 

Occasional repartals of Inspectors’ lines are also essential, in order to see 
that the latter have not scamped their work. Quality should be aimed at 
rather than quantity. 


Of the two kinds of linear parta/, personal partal is much more important 
as a guarantee of accuracy. It is well-known that experienced amins, who 
have scamped details, keep traces of the inferior parts of their work. If the 
lines given by the Assistant Settlement Officer for independent partial cross 
these portions, the amin, who usually makes the plot himself, prepares his field 
book from his trace, ard the check is futile. I have known several cases of 
this nature. ‘The system of independent partal is open to sueh grave abuses 
that its general utility is open to question. It frequently gives an inexperienced 
officer a misleading idea of the character of the survey, and, though it helps 
to swell the partai outturn, its value as a real check must be greatly discounted. 
On the whole, I think, that the system should be abolished, and a heavier 
percentage of personal parta/ insisted on instead, An incidence of 14 linear 
miles of personal partial per square mile, if carefully done, is more than 
sufficient to ensure the absolute accuracy of the detailed survey. 


131. Survey of municipalitics.—-The two municipal areas of Ranchi and 
Lohardaga were surveyed, A complete record was prepared of all agricultural 
tenancies within these areas. Of the non-agricultural area, a record of 
occupancy was prepared in Lohardaga municipality, but no record was 
prepared in the case of Rancli, A map on the 82- or 64-inch scale was pre- 
pared of the congested portions of both towns, and the costs of the prepara- 
tion of the maps in the non-agricultural portion were recovered from the 
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wunicipal authorities. The table given below shows the area gurveyed on 


the 32- and 64- inch scales in each municipality :— 
San 











Area survey- | Area survey- | Approximate area 
2 
op neo ed on 82-inch] ed on 64-inch | of municipality 
pairy: scale in aores.| scalein acres. | in square miles, 
os l 
Ranchi ... ee 838 18 65 
Lohardaga seo 429 oes 2 











The rest was surveyed on the 16-inch scale. The cost recovered from 
the Ranchi; municipality was Rs. 772, and the cost recovered from the 
Lohaydaga municipality was Rs. 107. No charge was made in respect of 
traverse work. 

132. Contract rates— Cadastral and Khanapuri.—Amins were paid during 
the last three seasons at the following contract rates for survey and record-writ- 
Tg i 

I. Survey.— 

(2) For all fields, the areas of which exceed acres, at Re. 1 per 100 
acres. 

(i/) For all fields, the areas of which do not exceed 5 acres, at Rs. 4-12 
per acre. 

These rates donot include payment for inking up maps, which are now 
inked up by draughtsmen stationed at the head-quarters of circles. 

11.—Preliminary record-writing.— 

(«° Rupees 2-10 per 100 plots, 
(ii) Rupee 1 per 100 plots recorded and entered merely in the #hasra 
tanaza of boundary dispute records, 


133. The programine of cadastral survey and record-writing year by year. — 
The cadastral survey of the Munda country was commenced by the Ranchi 
cadastral detachment under Mr. W. Skilling of the Survey of India. The 
area dealt with in the first year was one of considerable difficulty, especially 
the Tamar area, which consists of hilly and jungle country, in which the 
survey staff suffered much from malarial fever. The unhealthiness of the 
tract may be gauged from the fact that’) 738 amins had to be sent at 
different times to complete the survey and preliminary record-writing of a 
small area of 28 square miles. An additional cause of delay was the paucity 
of good amins. Most of the staff were local men, who were inexperienced and 
frequently unreliable. The Survey Officer was consequently unable to close 
his season before the beginning of the rains. Record-writing did not commence 
till the end of February. Au area of 179 square miles of the latter had to 
be left over for the following season. 

The progress during the second year was hardly less unsatisfactory ; 
the preliminary record writing of an area of 126 square miles in pargana 
Belsia had to be postponed. The survey was not complete till the end of 
March, and the field season was again prolonged till the commencement of 
the rains. ‘Uhe third year’s programme was completed with more expedition, 
and the field season was over by the end of April. There was still, however 
a paucity of proficient amins, and the daily outturn per man was only 16 acres 
sf survay or 23 plots of record-writing (khanapuri,. From the following year 
(15th October, 1905), the control of the survey and the preliminary record- 
writing was transferred to the Settlement department. Vhe programme o 
1905-06 (1618 square miles) was completed by the beginning of April, th 
next year’s programme by the beginning of March, and the last two yearse 
programme by the 10th April each year, The comparative ease with which’ 
these large programmes, in addition to other areas in Singhbhum and Manbhum 
districts, were completed, is due mainly to the shifting of responsibility for 
the progress of the work from the Inspectors to Assistant Settleroent Officers. 
The Survey of India department was heavily handicapped in the management 
of the work, owing to the lack of a sufficient staff of supervising officers. The 
Assistant Settlement Officers, it is true, inspected and supervised to some 
~ extent the ‘preliminary record-writing, but under the dual system of control 
it was impossible to employ them as an effective controlling agency, and 
the natural result was that a great deal too much power devolved on the 
ors, who from corrupt motives frequently delayed the progress of the 
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therefore, resulted in an enormous economy of labour, and considerably 
increased efficiency. The daily average outturn of amins has increased to 
about 30 acres of survey or 50 khanapuri numbers, 

134. Accuracy of the survey—The accuracy of the detailed survey ulti- 
mately depends on the superior controlling agency. As hes been stated above, 
the Survey of India department was handicapped heavily in this respect, owing 
to the lack of a sufficient number cf superior supervising officers. Under 
the present system, there are three or four gazetted officers employed in 
supervision to every one employed by the Survey of India, and there is, 
therefore, a greater guarantee of accuracy. I assume that no great expert 
knowledge is required for the conduct of cadastral survey operations, ‘The 
work, as a matter of fact, is purely mechanical, and the accuracy of the survey 
depends entirely on the ability of the controlling officers to organize the staff, 
and to enforce a very simple but effective system of check. It is, of course, 
a disadvantage that Assistant Settlement Officers cannot be employed for 
more than a year or two in the conduct of the operations; but this defect 
has been remedied to a great extent since the year 1907 by the employment 
of Kanungos, on pay ranging from Rs. 80 to Rs, 100 a month, one of whom 
is attached to each circle in charge of an Assistant Settlement Officer. The 
Kanungos are employed continuously from year to year, and, as they hecome 
after a few years experts in survey and record-writing, their advice and 
aasistarce are Invaluable to the inexperienced Assistant Settlement Officer in 
the early stages of each year's operatious. 

135. The professionat adviser.—Since 1905, an officer of the Survey of India 
has been attached to the Chota Nagpur settlement as advisor in survey matters. 
This was, perhaps, necessary in the early stages; but there are now several 
gazetted officers, including covenanted officers, who possess the necessary 
practical experience of the work, and the ,continuance of the system is, 
therefore, unnecessary. As a matter of fact,in those years in which survey 
operations were carried on in two @istricts concurrently, the professional 
advisor’s supervision was confined to one district, during the field operations. 
The operations in the second district were entirely controlled and supervised 
by other officers. Since all cadastral survey operations throughout the Province 
have now been transferred. to the Settlement department, it will be impossible 
in a few years to procure officers of the Survey of India with the necessary 
experience of cadastral survey operations in Bengal to render their advice 
of any special practical value. 

136. Khanapuri check.—The preliminary reeord was written up by the 
amin. It was tested by the Assistant Settlement Officers, Kanungos and 
Inspectors. The detailed system of check is Jaid down in the Ranchi Khana- 
url rules; and a general description of the system will be found in Chapter XII 
of the Itengal Survey Manual. During the first three years of the operations. 
the total number of plots recorded was J,246,214, of which 268,659 were 
tested by the Survey staff. This gives the very high incidence of 28 per cent. 
The table given below shows the incidence of check by the agency of the 
Settlement departmert during the Jast four years of the operations :— 
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plots. pie Settlement Inspeotors, pectors and | tors. | Inspectors. | all agencies, 
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9,468,598 | 21,741 "9 34,809 1°4 |2,63,948 10°7 13° 











The minimum prescribed check is 12 per cent. The percentage of plots 
checked by the Survey of India staff amounted to 28 per cent.; and this is 
exclusive of plots tested by the Assistant Settlement Officers. It was, there- 
fore, more than double the percentage of check by the agency of the 
Settlement department. The difference is remarkable, the more so as the 
class of agency employed was practically the same, und the supervising staff 
employed by the Settlement department was considerably larger. It is welt 
to aim at a percentage of 15 per cent. all round; but, in my opinion, it is 
quite impossible to attain a standard of 28 per cent. without saerificing the 
quality of the check, unless the number of Inspectors is largely increased. 
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137. Khewats prepared by Assistant Settlement oficers.—The preparation of 
the khewats or records of proprietary rights was found a difficult task during 
the first year of the operations, ospecially in those Mundari Ahuntkaiti village, 
in which the Ahuntkatti system had begun to decay. The Settlement Officers, 
Mr. J.ister, was of opinion that the task could not be safely entrusted to 
Inspectors as in Behar ; and the work was accordingly taken out of their hands 
and entrusted to the Assistant Settlement Officers. This was undoubtedly a 
move in he right direction, and the system has been since continued. 

138. cycle of years in which a crop is grown on uplands.—It is the custom 
in several parts of tbe district to cultivate uplands not every year, but once 
every two, three, or even four years. A column (taidad sal) was, therefore, 
provided in the khasra for the record of the cycle of years in which a crop is 
grown. In this column, the word one, two, three, etc., was entered, according 
as the field was found to be cultivated every year, every second, every third 
year, etc. Sometimes, it is the custom to grow crops in two successive yenrs, 
and then leave the ground fallow for two or more years. In such cases the 
proper entries were obtained by dividing the total number of years in the 
cycle by the number of years in which crops were grown, ignoring fractions. 

The form for crop statistice (jinswar), which are prepared from the 
khasra, contains two columns, gross and net, for every crop entered, except 
rice grown on don lands. The average net area under cultivation in the case 
of tanr lands was obtained by dividing the area of the land cropped by the 
number shown in the column for cycle of years (taidad sal). By comparing 
the columns gross und net, in the case of the principal crops, it is, therefore, 
possible to determine with considerable accuracy the custom in any village or 
thana. Thus by comparing the columns gross and net for gura rice, urid, 
gontli aud marua in thana Sesai, it willbe found that the general custom 
in that thana is to cultivate uplunds..everyealternate your. A more accurate 
method of determining the custom is to subtract the total area of don (column 
of the milan khasra) from the net cropped area of all kinds (column 37 of 
the jinswar). This gives the not crapped area of danr, as it may be safely 
ussumed that all don fields are cultivated every year, This latter igure should 
be compared with the gross cropped area of ¢anr land (column 14 of the 
milan khasra). ‘he results for each thana or outpost are shown in the table 
given below, fractions of an acre being omitted :— 
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GuLpoet ! (col. 87 of (ool. B20F Isnde'in 14 of milan uplands 
| Vain milan khasra).| aores (tanv). | “ haera). aay. 
! 
Sissi ug 83,850 87,949 | 45,901 83,030 18 
Palkot age 32,456 17,325 15,13] 36,225 2°4 
Gumla re 60,3802 80,556 29,746 55,415 19 
Ghagbra on 47,623 23,756 23,067 51,981 22 
Chainpar ee 72,895 28,969 43,926 105,488 24 
Ruidib vas 82,319 15,808 16,511 41,977 25 
Kurdep bee 41,863 18,548 23,320 48,080 21 
Kochedega isa 92,434 39,554 52,880 105,572 2-0 
Bishunpur i 22,376 8,791 13,585 31,438 2°4 
Bano se 34,282 14,193 20,089 45,102 2:2 
Kolebira ie 54,876 24,379 30,497 66,640 2:2 
Basia see 71,204 34,074 37,130 80,234 2-2 
Kuru wee 37,318 20,720 16,598 19,368 1:2 
Bero ive 59,054 25,816 33,238 38,171 1? 
Burmu des 25,454 10,237 15,217 28 239 18 
Lapung o 34,290 14,493 19,797 34,198 “7 
Silti is 28,129 18,113 10,016 18,495 18 
Ormanjhi a 21,986 10,808 11,178 17,421 16 
Angara Kes 28,639 12,757 15,882 29,978 1°9 
Mandar Oe 79,839 39,618 40,221 42,912 Ll 
Ranchi so 150,812 75,119 75,693 102,058 1-4 
Lohardaga or 121,641 64,991 59,680 80,494 13 
Sonubatu a 42,147 28,643 13,504 24,621 1:8 
Tamar ake 81,003 | 48,478 32,525 67,598 21 
Bundu ioe 28,922 14,608 9,314 18,789 20 
Khunti oes 84,318 43,610 41,208 94,222 23 
Karra a 56,173 21,814 34,359 59,705 17 
Torpa aos 67,532 29,231 38,301 83,330 1 
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It will thus be seen that on the average uplands are cultivated approxi- 
mately every year in Mandar, Bero, and Kuru, every alternate year in Sisai, 
Gumla, Ghaghra, Kurdeg, Kochedega, Bano, Kolebira, Besia, Burmu, Silli, 
Angara, Tamar, Bundu and Torpa, and every 23 years in Palkot, Chainpur, 
Raidih, Bishunpur, and Khunti. In Ranchi, Ormanjhi, Lohardaga, Lapung, 
and Karra the average cycle of cultivation is once in every 13 years. 

The figures for individual villages may be similarly obtained from the 
statistical statements of the village itself. For individual tenancies the khasra 
must be referred to; but this will ordinarily be unnecessary, the custom being 
practically uniform for such small areas as village units. For the whole 
district, the approximate average cycle of cultivation of uplands is once in 
every two years, The cyclo of cultivation of uplands is a very important 
consideration, when the question of rent settlement is being considered. It 
should be noted, however, that the first class uplands (daar I) are cultivated 
every year. The total area of such lands in the district is comparatively small 
(70 square miles). 

139. Delegation of powers by Settlement Officer as Superintendent of Survey.— 
The Settlement Officer was Superintendent of Survey for the whole district. 
As such, be delegated the following powers under the Survey Act, year by year, 
to the Assistant Settlement Officers, who were gazetted as Assistant Superin- 
tendents of Survey :— 

(1) power to issue a special notice under section 7 ; 

(2) power to issue a special notice under section 9 ; 

(3) power to decide disputes under Part V, provided the area affected 
did not exceed 20 acres; 

(4) power to summon and enforce the attendance of witnesses, and com- 
pel the production of documents under section 50 ; 

(5) power to fine under section 51 (4), 


140. Distribution of parchas by Assistant Settlement Oficers.—During the 
first three scasons, the parchus containing au abstract of the preliminary record 
were distributed to the landlords and raiyats by the amins at the conclusion 
of the operations in each village. It was found that this system gave rise 
to sericus abuses, and that the amins almost invariably demanded payment 
from the villagers before they distributed these documents. As it was found 
impossible to stop the abuses by any other means, the duty of distributing par- 
chas was transferred to the Assistant Settlement Officers at the commencement 
of the field season of 1905-06. From this date, the latter distributed the parchay 
at convenient centres to the residents of two or more villages. The system 
entails additional labour on the Assistant Settlement Officers, and adds about 
10 or 12 daya to the field season, But the change was unavoidable, having 
regard to the circumstances, and the system has worked successfully, During 
the season 1905-06, the Assistant Settlement Officers were able to distribute 
98 per cent. of the parchas before the close of the field season, and similar 
high percentages were atiained in succeeding years, 

141. Khanapuri disputes.—The disputes dealt with at the khanapuri stage 
concerned all the entries in the record, except those relating to rent and status, 
which are dealt with at attestation. The most numerous were abuut posses- 
sion of fields, rights in ‘orkar and trees, As large numbers of these disputes 
together with others came up again at the attestation stage, it is unnecessary 
to discuss them here. 

The table given below shows the number of disputes filed each season 
together with their incidence per square mile :— 
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Area khana- | Number of Number ot disputes 
Season. puried in labs disputes REMARKS. 

square miles. roe instituted. aan al 
1902-03 ies 437 225,812 5,386 12 
1903-04 a6 801 566,588 18,279 93 
1904-05 ae 1,035 503,864 10,831 10 
1905-06 ie 1,618 667,118 17,852 1 
1906-07 ie 854 320,958 8,282 4 
1907-08 a 1,140 685,637 21,006 19 
3908-09 ous 1,219 784,885 27,878 23 
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Total... 7,104 | 8,754,812 104,214 | 16 
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The ineidence of the disputes was heaviest in Mandar and Bero, and 
lightest in Chainpur, and Bishunpur. The disputes were all decided by the 
Assistant Settlement Officers, the functions of the Kanungos being confined to 
general supervision and scrutiny of the record-writing; all the disputes were 
decided during the field season. 

142. Results of the decisions.—At attestation, when many of the disputes 
were retried by a more experienced and competent agency, the quality of the 
decisions was found to vary considerably. While the majority of the Assistant 
Settlement Officers were found to have disposed of the disputes with great care 
and thoroughness, instances of the contrary were found in the case of sone of 
the younger and more inexperienced officers who displayed a tendency to shirk 
the labour involved in deciding correctly difficult cases. In the more remote 
and jungle areas, the decision of these disputes was a simple matter. The 
raiyats generally claimed lands of which they or their ancestors had been 
dispossessed often for generations ; but, as there were no touts in the villages, 
and the disputes were decided promptly on the spot, they generally admitted 
the facts. In the areas near Ranchi, viz., Bero, Mandar, and parts of Lohar- 
daga, the conditions were found to be very different. In almost every village, 
on account of the long-continued agrarian troubles and the varying and often 
contradictory decisions of the Courts, there are two factions, the landlords’ and 
the raiyats’. The disputes were generally between persons belonging to these 
rival factions; and, as the disputants were supported by their partisans in 
almost every case, without any regard to the merits, the decision of the 
disputes was often attended with great ditlieulty. Specially selected officers 
were, however, deputed to these areas; and, though it is toa much to hope 
that mistakes were not committed, the advantages derived from a close 
acquaintance with loca’ conditions, aided by prompt local enquiry, wore 
enormous; and I have no doubt that the percentage of errors in the decisions 
issinall. It is to be regretted that there is no effective means of remedying 
such mistakes as have been made, except in very exceptional cases. Inthe con- 
ditions prevailing iu those areas it is ordinarily futile for a Civil or Criminal 
Court dispensing justice at headquarters, to expect to arrive at more correct 
conclusions than those embodied in the settlement records. ‘lhe argument 
that the cases are tried with greater detail and under a more elaborate proce- 
dure is largely a delusion; and, for all practical purposes, it would have beon 
better if the settlement records were final.ard conclusive. 

143. Necessity of careful enquiry into disputes at the khanapurt stage.—It is 
well-known that it is infinitely easier to arrive at correct conclusions regarding 
these disputes at the khanapuri stage than at subsequent stages. A year later, 
developments have usually taken place and evilly disposed persons have had time 
to fabricate evidence, and to instruct the witnesses. A prompt and careful 
decision at the khanapuri stage will frequently settle a dispute for ever. 
It is, therefore, important that Khanapuri Assistant Settlement Officers should 
record the reasons and grounds of the decisions with some detail. Admissions 
of parties or interested persuns should be recorded with special care, If the 
aitestation and objection officers are supplied with a record of disputes thus 
carcfully disposed of, they have a sound basis to goon, and the chances of 
errors are enormously minimised. 

144. Recess work, cadastral.—After the cadastral operations were trans- 
ferred to the control of the Settlement department, the recess work was organ- 
izod on new lines. The system in vogue is described in Chapters XIV to XIX 
of the Survey Manual of 1908. It is, therefore, unnecessary to describe it here, 
‘he recess work was completed each year with ease before the 80th September, 
the end of the settlement year. 

145. Cadastral survey aud khanapurt cost rates.—The total cost of the sur- 
vey and preliminary record-writing in the 2,273 square miles completed by the 
oficers of the Survey of India amounted to Rs. 2,37,41], which gives an 
meidence of Rs. 105 per squure mile, The toial cost of the similar operations 
earried out by the Settlement department in the remaining area of 4,831 squars 
miles amounted to Rs. 4,72,567, which gives an incidence of Rs. 98 per square 
inile. I¢should be noted that the settlement cost rates include expenditure 
on the supervision of record-writing by Assistant Settlement Officers and 
Kanungos, and the decision of boundary disputes by tho former agency 
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This item is, of course, not included in the Survey of India rates, as 
the supervision and the disposal of the disputes wero always under the control 
of the Settlement Officers, and the expenditure was consequently debited to 
the Settlement department. The cost of this supervision amounted to 
not less than Rs. 11 per square mile. For purposes of comparison, the 
respective rates for work carried out by the Settlement department and the 
Survey of India were, therefore, Rs. 87 and Rs. 105 per square mile, From | 
the year 1905, when the control of the operations was taken over by the 
Settlement department, the contract rates payable to amins and muharrirs 
were considerably increased, as was also the pay of the snpervising agency 
of Inspectors and Head Inspectors. The Settlement department was, how- 
ever, enabled to effect large economies mainly owing to two causes, viz., 
large compact blocks were surveyed (1618, 854, 1,140, and 1,219 square miles), 
and the charges were consequently distributed over larger areas than in 
previous years; the programme was completed more rapidly, and there was 
consequently a considerable decrease in the cost of charges under the head 
of supervision and control. The table given below shows the distribution 
of the expenditure on cadastral survey and khanapuri operations since the 
cold weather of 1905 :— 


Total Coat rate 


Description of charges. expenditure per aauere 
u mile. 

Rs, Rs. 

Detailed survey oa .. —- 187,843 389 
Khanapuri fe we 1, 26,658 26 
Completion of maps se 49,328 10 
Area computing |... ve 35,873 8 
Completion of records at 72,870 15 
Total we 4,72,567 98 
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BOUNDARY | DISPUTES. 


146. Procedure—Disputes as_to whether a particular area lies n one 
village or another are dealt with as boundary disputes, and decided unde. the 
Survey Act by Settlement Officers; in -virtue of their powers as Assir tant 
' Superintendents of Survey. The general procedure is laid down in Chapior X 
of the Bengal Survey Manual. The Settlement Officer as Superintendent 
of Survey delegated powers to the Assistant Superintendents of Surv.y in 
charge of circles to decide the disputes, provided the area affected did not 
exceed 20 acres. In the latter case, the Assistant Superintendents of Survey 
made 4 local enquiry and referred the dispute for decision to the covenanted 
officer in charge of the whole area, who was vested with the necessary powers 
to decide all kinds of boundary disputes, and he decided it. 

147. Number instituted.—The table given below shows the number of 
disputes instituted year by year, with the number per every 10 square miles, 
and the results of appeals :— 
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Year. disputes |; appeals disputes per 
instituted, | ‘stituted. Upheld, |Modified.|Reversed,|_ °V°"Y i 

square miles, 

aa EP ee ee ee 
1902-03 & 264 33 32 1 42 
1903.04 - 570 50 39 8 8 76 
1904-05 ee 399 35 98 6 43 
1905.06 | 487 | 58 53 4 1 28 
1906-07 = 206 2 | 4B 5 Q 2-4 
1907-08 ee 371 48 | 4% 8 3 32 
1908-09 a 449 93 78 5 10 37 
Total ths 2,715 337 © 285 32 20 28 
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The number of villages in the district is 3,954. So there were about 
three disputes to every two villages. 

148. Appeals.—The appeals of the first year were heard by the Commis- 
sioner ; but in subsequent years, they were decided by the Settlemert Officer as 
Superintendent of Survey. Appeals were preferred in 337 cases, or 12 par cent. 
of the total number. The decisions were upheld in 84 per cent. of cases and 
modified or reversed in the remainder. 

A very considerable percentage of the cases were, however, remanded 
for further enquiry at attestation (about 10 per cent.) before the appeals 
were decided, as some of the more inexperienced officers failed to record 
sufficient details, or to give adequate grounds for their decisions. 

149, Disputes decided by Boundary Commissioner.—Mr. Lister, 1.c.8., Settle- 
ment Officer, decided three important disputes between Ranchi and the 
adjoining Feudatory States, being specially appointed Boundary Commissioner 
tor the purpose. The decision of the Boundary Commissioner according to the 
amads regulating the relations of the Feudatory States with the British Gov- 
ernment is final and conclusive. 

The disputes were— 


.1} Between pargana Tamar of Ranchi district and Kharsawan 
State, decided in 1902-03, 
(2) Between Ranchi and Gangpur State, decided in 1904-05, 
(8, Between Ranchi and Jashpur State, decided in 1906-07. 
The lines of boundary laid down were continuously demarcated. 


Mr. Sifton, 1.¢.s., also decided, as Boundary Commissiouer, a small dispute 
between Surguja State and Ranchiin the year.1907-08. 

150. Character of the boundary disputes and the grounds of decision.— It costs 
nothing to institute a boundary dispate, The consequence was that nearly 
half of the disputes instituted were frivolous or fictitious. It is an unfortunate 
frct, but one for which it is not easy to suggest a remedy, that these disputes 
are fomented from corrupt motives by the subordinate agency of amins and 
Inspectors. Ignorant and illiterate zamindars indulge in them asa species of 
wild speculation, There is nothing to lose, and something may be gained, 
A conspicnous instance of the abuse of the right to lodge these disputes occur- 
red in the first season’s area. The Thakur of Mardhan contested the bound- 
aries of all his villages generally without a shadow of right No improvement 
ean, however, be expected in this matter until the Survey Act is amended, and 
power is given to the Assistant Superiatendents to assess damages on litigants, 
who institute frivolous or fictitious cases. 

The disputes variod enormously in importance, the areas affected ranging 
from one to about 2,009 acres. In those parts of the district, in which jungle 
aud waste largely predominated, the limits of villages were found to be very 
undefined, and the parties themselves could not point out with any degrec of 
exactness the limits of their property. They, therefore, made extravagant 
claims. There was no previous revenue survey throughout the district. Under 
section 41 of the Survey Act, the Court is obliged to determine the boundary 
according to actual possession, Considerable difficulties were, however, experienc- 
ed in determining actual possession in many areas. In several instances it 
was found that neither party could bring forward proof of exclusive possession 
in jungle areas lying on the borders of their villages. The raiyats of adjacent 
villages, it was found, generally exercised in them the customary right to take 
wood for fuel and domestic purposes. In such cases, the Assistant Superinten- 
dents of Survey endeavoured to obtain evidence of title, and to decide the 
dispute on the balance of the evidence available, it being presumed that poss- 
ession was with the party, whose title wag clear or best proved. ; 

Even with regard to cultivated lands, clear evidence of possession by one 
village landlord was not always available. It does not follow, because the 
raiyats of village A cultivete a strip of land in dispute, that the landlord of 
village B is not the real malék. It is quite a common practice in Chota Nagpur 
for the raiyats of two conterminous villages to prepare rice-lands from the 
jangle or waste lands ov the borders of their respective villages. If the 
raiyats of one village are more numerous, and the struggle for land is more 
intense, they will vaturally go further afield, and take up suitable areas for 
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reclamation, without ‘any regard to the fact whether the land is situated within 
the boundaries of their parent village or not. Very few landlords object to 
the preparation of korkar or khandwat lands, whether the pioneers are men of 
their own village or not, and no objections are raised, until a survey is 
made or the question of rent ismooted. The settlers are in fact mere 
squatters at first, and the real criterion of possession is not whether they 
belong to village A cr B, but whether they have paid rent to the land-. 
lord, of A or of B. In the absence of evidence of such payments, it 
was found necessary to seek further evidence of possession, and, if this 
was not available, it was found necessary to fall back on the question 
of title. 

There were, however, some few cases involving large blocks of jungle 
and waste lands, in which neither evidence of title or possession was forth- 
coming, In these cases, the officer, who enquired lgcally, had to look to 
the physical features. It is well-known that, as villages were parcelled 
out, physical features were the distinguishing marks by which their limits 
were determined, and, in the absence of other evidence, it is fair to pre- 
sume that these natural physical features are the correct boundaries. Such 
distinguishing features are rivers, the crests of hiils, nadas, streams, etc. 

151. Value of the topographical map.—The questicn of the evidentiary 
value of topographical maps in cases of disputed boundary came up frequently 
for discussion during the hearing of appeals from the decisions of Assis- 
tant Superintendents of Survey. In all! the cases, which I have examined 
locally, [ found the topographical maps of no value as evidence of the exact 
district or pargara boundaries, Topographical surveyors have no authority 
to entertain, or to decide disputes; and, as a matter of fact, they usually 
merely survey the line of boundary, which seems most likely to be the 
true one at the tints of the survey. This is, of course, a matter of opinion, 
and, as no notices are served on parties’ and no evidence is taken, and 
no enguiry is made, it would be evidently unfair to attach any weight 
to a map prepared under such conditions. As a matter of experience, ti 
is found that the subordinate agents of tle topographical party frequently 
fail to aurvey the exact line of boundary, even when there is no dispute. The 
scales on which the maps are prepared do not admit of boundaries being 
shown with great exactness, and there is always the temptation in such cir- 
cumstances, when an area of even a square mile distributed along a stretch of 
boundary, is of little importance, to take the line of least resistance, and, 
this is, no duubt, frequently done. The Surveyor-General (Colonel Longe) 
delivered the following opinion in March, 1910 on the question of the evidenti- 
ary value of topographical maps :—~- 


“The scales on which topographical su:veys are made and published in India aro 
generally insufficiently large to admit of boundaries being shown in full detail. 

2. Topographical surveyors are not allowed to enquire into, or decide, disputes con- 
nected with boundaries of any description. If, during the course of a survey, it comes to 
the knowledge of a surveyor that the position of a boundary is disputed, it is his duty to 
show on his map the run of each boundary as claimed by the rival parties, but the absence 
of alternative lines on a map does not necessarily indicate that no dispute existed at the 
time of survey or that the boundary as shown on the map is necessarily correct. The line 
shown by the Surveyor on his map is generally that pointed out to him locally during 
survey operations and nothing more. 

3. In no case do topographical survayors survey village boundaries, except such as 
are at the same time the boundaries of more important administrative areas, such as tahsils, 
patganas, etc, 

4. Where a boundary has been authoritatively settled under a local law or special 
proceedings, a special map will usually have been prepared and reference should be made 
to such @ map rather than to the topographical map of the area concerned.” 


152. Necessity of a map to define the area in dispute.—A noticeable feature 
of the boundary disputes was the number of them, which had been already 
adjudicated on by the Civil Courts. In several cases, however, no maps had 
been prepared, and the lands in dispute had been defined in a conventional 
way by reference to trees, hillocks, malas, etc, These cases came up again, 
but, in several cf them it was found impossible to give effect to the Civil Court 
decisions, even though they were conclusive as regards title and possession, 
owing to the fact that the subject-matter of dispute had been loosely described 
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or defined. In jungle and hill greas, the rival parties had often no difficulty 
in pointing out two sets of totally different boundaries as tne boundaries 
detailed in the decree; and after careful local enquiry, it was not always 
possible to determine conclusively which was the boundary decreed. The 
fact illustrates the futility of taking and sifting evidence, and putting litigants 
to great expense, when the subject matter of the suit is not clearly defined. 
The net result is frequently to perpetuate litigation and strife. It is to be hoped 
that in future the Civil ‘Courts will consult the cadastral maps, and insist 
on parties defining their claims in terms of ficlds, when land is the subject 
of dispute. 


ATTESTATION. 


153. On the conclusion of the record-writing in the field, the records 
are prepared in the survey office for attestation, ‘The areas of all plota are 
entered in the khattang, and totalled, so that each khatian shows the area of 
one tenaney or holding. The attestation field season usually begins towards 
the end of October. : ; 

154. Procedure in attesta‘ion—The procedure followed at attestation ia 
fully described in the rules of the Chota Nagpur settlement. It is unnecessary 
to describe it in detail here. The attestation uf the preliminary record means 
briefly that all entries in the records affecting the interests of landlords and 
tenants, including the particulars of each field, are read out to them at con- 
venient centres situated not more than 3 miles from the villages in which the 
lands affected lie, in the presence of an Assistant Settlement Officer. When 
this process is completed and all mistakes‘are corrected, the Assistant Settlement 
Officer proceeds to decide disputes, to ascertain.and record the status of each 
landlord and tenant, and to ascertain and record the rent payable in respect of 
each tenancy (if any). All pracdial conditions (rakumats and begart) are 
commuted to cash payments, which are amalgamated with the money rent, and 
a record of customary local rights in jungle is prepared, After the completion 
of attestation, the record is corrected in accordance with the orders passed by 
the Assistant Settlement Officer, the corrections are checked by the camp 
peshkar, and the record is then draft published. 

155. Annual progress.—-The following statemont shows the progress of 
the work year by year, together with other details :— 

















; Se ce Sreeoe Vera ee 
E ei e) ee | age | ae | EE] Se] Fe 
7} ¢ /d/a) a a lel RBI 
| a « | aj] e ja*t & fet 4 a® | at | a2 
1 1903-04 282 437 225,812 | 1'<4 | 17,086 | 416 17,602 15:98 18 40(a) 
3 1904-05 600 801 566,538 | w¥0 | 64,812 2,649 56,961 9:00 10 71(6) 
3| 1905-06 540 | 1,035 | 503,864 | 1°30 | 43,606] 1,969} 45,575 | 14°53 li | 46(e) 
4 1906-07 558 1,618 669,911 | 1°54 | 45,686 1,695 47,381 | 21:86 14 29(d) 
5 {| 1907-08 890 854 | 822,028 | 1-69 | 24,054 956 | 25,010 | 21°85} 18 | 30(e) 
6 1908-09 712 1,140 709,450 | 1:03 | 80,680 8,669 84,349 865 8 74(f) 
7 1909-10 872 1,219 803,040 | 0°97 | 83,646 7,735 91,281 B54 9 75(q) 
Total 3,064 | 7,104 | 8,800,643 | 1-19-(348,070 | 19,089 | 303,059| 12351 10 | oa 


(a) Khuoti and Tamar (portion). 

(6) Tamur (portion), Sonahatu, Bundu, and Torpa. 

(c) Torpa (portion), Karra, Basia (portion), Bano, and Kulebira, 

(d) Basia (portion), Gumla, Raidih, Palkot, Kurdeg, and Kochedega. 
(é) Gbaghra, Chainpur, and Bishunpur. 

(/) Lohardaga, Seeni, Lapuny, Bere, and Kuru. 

(g) Burmn, Ormanjhi, Ranchi, Angara, Sili, and Mandar. 


The season referred to in column 2 is the one succeeding the year of 
survey. 
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The programme was completed year by year without difficulty; but on 
some occasions the work of various attestation officers was prolonged well into 
the hot weather. 

156. Average number of fields per square mile.x—The average number of fields 
to the square mile for the whole district is 535 only. A field is defined to mean 
a plot or contiguous plots of the same class of land held in the same right and 
under the same landlord by the same tenant, or group of tenants holding 
jointly in the same tenancy. If a group of tenants,. holding one tenancy 
jointly, were found to cultivate separately, the lands cultivated by each member 
were surveyed separately as fields, as were also portions of an area, which 
would otherwise be considered one field, if found in the occupation of a 
mortgagee, sub-lessee, or vendee. 

157. Distribution of area slips abolished.—During the earlier stages of the 
operations in the Munda country, area slips were distributed to the raiyats at 
the attestation stage. It was found, however, that they had no conception of 
areas expressed in acres and decimals, the local units being indefinite standards 
of measurement known as pawas and fats, and that it was, therefore, a mere 
waste of time to distribute the area slips. Their distribution also, it was found, 
facilitated extortion by the survev and settlement subordinates; they were 
accordingly discontinued under orders of the Board of Revenue, contained in 
their letter No. 6768A., dated the 23rd August, 1904. 

158. Identification of Bhuinhari tands-—Bhuinhari lands were demarcated, 
and maps and registers showing their position and extent were prepared by the 
Special Commissioners under the provisions of the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act 
{ Act 11(B. C.) of 1869.] The registers are conclusive evidence of the character 
and incidents of the tenures recorded in them, It was, therefore, necessary 
to identify these lands with accuracy, and to record their special incidents in 
the settlement records, 

The following procedure was adopted for this purpose :— 


The khanapuri officers were suppliod with copies of the Bhuinhart registers, 
to assist them in the preparation of the 4hewais for each of the different divisions 
and subdivisions (khunis of bhuinhars. All tenancies recorded under Act IL 
of 1869 are by law tenures, and have, therefore, to be entered in the shewat. 
The field staff were required to compare all the fields claimed as dhudnhari on the 
spot with the copies of the bhuinharz) maps supplied by the béutuhars or their 
landlords. A detailed survey of all the fields claimed was made. The exact 
identification of tbe fields could not be completed in the field, however, as the 
relative positions of all the bhuinhari blocks (chaks) could not be determined 
with accuracy, until the survey of the entire village was completed. It was 
also impossible to entrust a work of such importance to the subordinate agency, 
The final identification of the bkuinhari blocks (ckaks) was, therefore, done 
in recess under the supervision of experienced Assistant Settlement Officers. 
The original bhuinkurt maps were obtained from the Deputy Commissioner's 
record-room, and a list of the chats with their areas was mace out from the 
origina] registers. 

A list of all the fields claimed as bhuinhari was prepared from the 
khatians. 

The bhvinhari chaks were then projected by placing the viilag.. map on 
the original bhuinhari map, and comparing the two carefully with the help 
of a tracing glass. All the projections were checked by the Assistant Settle- 
ment Officers, The original dhuinhari maps were not always found free from 
inaccuracies or discrepancies. ‘lhe survey was not based on a traverse, and 
the relative positions of the different chaks were for the most part fixed by 
chaining the distances from the corners of one chaz to those of the others. 

Correct chaining is very difficult of accomplishment in hilly and broken 
country, and the relative position of the chats was, therefore, found to be 
sometimes incorrect. There was, however, little difficulty in identifying 
them. The peripheries of the chaks had been surveyed very carefully and 
accurately, and by shifting the maps about, it was pussible to identify 
them with certainty in the maps of the present survey. The demarcation 
stone marks of the DAuinh.ri blocks were shown in position in the maps 
of the present survey, and these also greatly assisted the identification. 
Several of the stone marks were, however, found to be missing. 
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The projection being finally passed, a second list showing the plots or portions 
of plots dealt with, which, according to the projection, should or should 
net be recorded as bhuintari, was prepared. This list being passed by the 
Assistant Settlement Officer, a third list was prepared, showing — 


(2) Plots which had been rightly claimed as bhvinhari. 
(i) Plots which had been wrongly claimed as bhuinhari. 
(wi) Plots which had not been claimed as dhuinhari, but which should be 

recorded as such, 


The records and maps were corrected accordingly. 

The most difficult part of the procedure was the prepsration of a list of 
subdivisions of surveyed plots, where only portions of the plots as surveyed 
had been found to be dhutnhari. The procedure adopted was to eliminate small 
discrepancies by a method of “ give and take,” and to allow for large ones by 
making new plots (dukras), Very minute subdivisions, which did not exceed 
20 links in breadth, were disregarded, but large numbers of plots had to be 
subdivided, The details as to the Aéaris and number of trees in the subdivided 
plots were enquired into at attestation and recorded, and, when the tuéras 
concerned lowiands, a local enquiry was made by tie amin attached to the 
attestation camp in order to find out the boundary (ai or merh) on the ground, 
which most nearly corresponded to the new line of boundary marked in the 
map, ‘The actual boundary on the ground was surveyed, and afterwards noted 
in the original maps. In the case of uplands, no such enquiries were made, 
so that the lines subdividing the plots in the latter case do not usually 
correspond to any actual physical boundaries on the ground. The original 
may sheets were found to have expanded or contracted owing to damp or heat ; 
and this added to the difficulties of accurate identification, and complicated the 
decision of the question, whether plots should be subdivided or not. The 
bhuinhari survey was on the whole well done, considering the difficulties 
of survey on a non-traverse basis, and the lack of anything approaching a 
complete system of organization. 

159. Disputes.—The incidence of disputes varied greatly in different 
parts ; but throughout the district the subjects of dispute were much the same. 
They related chiefly to rent, preedial conditions, rights in trees, claims to korkur 
and possession of fields. ‘There were hardly any disputes about the status of 
raiyats, and the customary rights of tenants in jungle end waste lands, The 
disputes were most difficult in thanas Mandar, Kero, Ranchi, and Lohardaga. 

160. Staius.—The status return for the district will be found in Appen- 
dix VI. 

A noticeable feature of the returns is the high percentage of non-occu- 
pancy holdings recorded during the first four years’ operations. ‘The expla- 
nation is that the law of the “ settled raiyat” was uot in force in Chota Nagpur 
till Act VI of {908 came into force (11th Noveraber, 1908), The immediate 
effect of the new Act was to give legal recognition to the existence of occupancy 
rights in a much higher percentage of holdings. The table given below shows 
the results of the working of the Act in this respect :-— : 





Total number of | 


ordinary raiyati 
holdings, ex- 


Number | Percentage 
of non- | of non-occu- 





ATTESTATION YEAR. i 





cluding Awnt- | ocoupancy | panoy hold- 
katts, mafi, brit,| holdings. ings. 
and homesteads. 

1908-04 wes 8,688 | 2,782 32 
1904-05 2 38,972 7,967 23 
1905-06 tye 26,561 5,726 22 
1906-07 x 35,222 9,560 | 27 
1907-08 re 20,0386 4,771 24 
1908-09 $s 55,304 4,602 | 8 
1909-10 er 61,463 3,825 | 6 


The immediate result of the introduction of the principle of the ‘settled 
raiyat”? was to reduce the percentage of nun-oceupancy raiyats, who were then 
treated by the Courts as mere tenants-at-will, from an average of 26 to an 
average of 7 per cent. The very high percentages of non-occupancy rights 
recorded in the earlier years points to the fact that the agrartan conflict had 
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resulted in a considerable disturbance of possession, which was found to be 
due to dispossession and forcible resumption of lands by the landlords, and 
to emigration and abandonment of holdings by the raiyats. . 

The high percentage of non-occupancy raiyats is the more remarkable, 
as, according to the ancient custom of the district, when a tenant is once 
admitted to occupation and the bargain as to rent is concluded, he is in the 
same position with regard to fixity of tenure and liability to enhancement as 
the old raiyats of the village. 

The idea of 12 years’ cultivation conferring a right of occupancy is an 
entirely foreign conception; and the extension of the principle of the “ settled 
raiyat”’ is only a partial recognition of the usage of the district. _ 

The criterion by which the accrual of occupancy rights was decided 
during the first five years of the settlement operations was thet of 12 years’ 
possession, according to the provisions of section 6 of Act I (B.C.) of 1879, 
the repealed Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. This procedure, it now appears, 
was incorrect. It was never intended by the Legislature to override or super- 
sede customary rights and usages, which were not expressly abolished by, or 
which were not clearly inconsistent with, the provisions of the statute law. 
Wherever, therefore, it was found that occupancy rights accrued by custom or 
loval usage on the admission of the tenant to occupation of the tenancy, his 
right of cccupancy should have heen recorded altogether independent of the 
provisions of law, As this was almost universally the case, it seems clear that 
it was an injustice to the raiyats to record such large numbers of them as non- 
occupancy raiyats, The mistake has now, however, been rectified in the vast 
majority of cases, as, under the new law, most of tho non-occupancy raiyats 
recorded are settled raiyats of the villages in which they reside. 

161. Under-ratyats—The total number of under-raiyats recorded was 
19,955. There are no provisions in the statute law regulating the rights of 
under-raiyats. Their rights are, therefore, regulated by the criterion of 
contract and local usage or custom, According to these criteria, under-ruiyats 
are with few exceptions mere tenants-at-will. There is no recognized limit 
to the enhancement of their rents; and they are liable to ejectment for refusing 
to agree to enhancement. Under-raiyats, who prepare 4orkar lands, acquire, 
however, by local custom occupancy rights in the portion converted into ferkar, 

162. Mundari khuntkatti tenanciegs-—The total number of Mundari shunt- 
haiti tenancies recorded was 10,146, nearly all of which are in Khunti, Tamar, 
Sonahatu, Bundu, and Torpa. The record of the rights and incidents of these 
tenancies is final and conclusive, vide section 256, Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. 

163. Kkunikatti tenaneres.-~-The total number of sAhunikatii tenancies 
recorded was 988 only. Khuntkatti is merely a local variant for*dhuinhari, 
Wherever no operations were carried out under the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act, 
bhut hari cr khuntkatti lands were recorded, but further claims were harred in 
all villages, to which the Ahuinhari operations extended. As these extended to 
only a small fraction of the Munda country, one of the most important duties of 
the Settlement Officers was the preparation of the record of Mundari shunthkatti 
rights in this area. As stated above, 10,116 such tenancies were recorded. 
The 938 ‘huntka'ti tenancies recorded belong to non-Mundaris. The smallness 
of the number is attributable to the fact that the operations of the Special 
Commissioners covered nearly the whole area, in which claims to khuntkatti 
were made by the aboriginal tribes, except the Munda country. There are 
some slight aifferences in the incidents of the two kinds of tenancies. Mundari 
khunthattidars are neither tenure-holders nor raiyats, but they are tenants. In 
the ease of other AAunthattidars, the special privileges, which are defined and 
protected in the Tenancy law, relate solely to raiyati interests, A Lhuntkaity 
tenure-holder bas no special privileges under the statute law. Khuntkatti 
tenancies may also be sold for arrears of rent, and the rent may be recovered 
under ordinary process of law, whereas & Mundari chuntkattidars tenancy is 
now not transferable by sale, save in the special cases referred to in section — 
240 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. The origin and characteristics of both 
kinds of tenancies are discussed in the succeeding chapter, 

164. Record of khuntkatté final in certain areas—The record relating to 
khunikgtti tenancies prepared under the notifications issued under sectiun 127 
of the Chota Nagpur ‘Tenancy Act is final and conclusive (vide section 132). 
Such a record was prepared under notification No. 4167L,R., dated the 11th 
November, 1908, in thanas Lohardaga (including outposts Kuru and Bero), Sisai, 
Lapung, Mandar, Silli and Ranchi (including outposts Angara and Ormanjhi,) 
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Khun‘katti tenancies were recorded in other parts of the district; but the 
entries are not conclusive. Their evidentiary value is the same as that 
attaching to ordinary entries in the settlement record, under the provisions of 
section 84(3) of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. 

165. Getrahi holaingz.—There were 706 holdings locally known as 
‘“‘yeirahi” recorded. Almost all these holdings are situated in thanas Lohardaga, 
Ranchi, and Mandar. All lands surveyed under the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act 
as bhutkheta or land dedicated to the service of the village deities (dhuts) arc 
commonly known in these tracts as “ geirahi.” The incidents of the bhutkieta 
lands are defined in the registers, which were prepared under Act 11 (13,C.) of 
18€9, The origin of the “ geirahi” holdings, which were not demarcated 
under that Act, is not clear. Some of them were possibly omitted from the 
survey under the Act of 1869, by mistike; and, in some cases, it is likely 
that the lands have been set aside since that survey, and dedicated to the same 
purposes, They are a kind of service holuing at the disposal of the Mahatc 
(headman) and Pahan (chief priest) of the village. They are cultivated by 
the raiyats; but the Mahato and Pahan generally exercise the right to make 
new settlumenta every three years, or at other fixed intervals. By local usage, 
oscupancy rights do not accrue in them. The proceeds of the lands are expend- 
ed in stated festivals in Ashar, Avkan, and Chait, after the manner of the 
aborigines, in the worship of the village bhuts. The landlords very rarely 
disputed claims to “geirahi”, but in the estates of a few non-resident land- 
Jords, instances were not wanting of attempts on the part of the Mahatos and 
Pahans to appropriute ordinary abandoned raiyati holdings as “ geirahi.” 
‘‘Mardana” lands are a species of “ geirahi”, the difference being that the 
women of the village are not allowed any share in the proceeds from the 
former. 

166. TZrignction marks.—The rules fer the erection of trijunction marks 
will be found in pages 13 to 17 of the Bengal Survey Manual. ‘he attestation 
officers’ duties are defined in rules 553 to 557 of the Settlement Manual, In 
Ranchi district, cairns consisting of a heap of stones not less than four feet 
high and not less than six feet in diameter at the base, with a beam embedded 
in the centre to a depth of not less than three feet, were erected at the junc- 
tion pvints of every three or more villages. The surveyor attached t» each 
attestation camp checked the position and quality of each mark at attestation, 
by reference to the trijunction mark a3 with which each camp was supplied. 
‘The Attestation Ufficer himself checked the position and quality of at least 
ten per cent, of the marks, Discrepancics were rectified, and the cairns 
re-erected or repaired, where necessary. In a few villages, in which stones 
were not available jn sufficient quantities, large single slabs of stone were 
embedded at the trijunction points. Maps and registers in the prescribed form 
showing the number of such marks, were made over to the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of the district; and it is understood that the marks have been distributed 
for care and custody to the Police Sub-Inspectors and the chaukidars under 
them. These marks will be found invaluable as starting points in revision 
operations, and they will be found useful, if not ossential, in topographical 
surveys. 

hey also serve to demarcate the limits of villages, and thus to obviate 
disputes as to village boundaries. The system of demarcation by cairns 
is preferable to single stones. The latter may be removed in a few minutes 
by any ill-disposed persons; whereas the labour involved in removing 
cairns ig considerable, and their disappearance is likely to attract attention 
at once, It is to be hoped that tho District Officers will pay attention tu 
the up-keep of the marks, Apart from their value as starting points in 
future operations, it is not ony to exaggorate their importance as perma- 
nent marke of the limits of villages, estates, and tenures. The system of 
demarcating estates is likely to spread in the district. At least one zamindar, 
the Bara Lal of Palkot, has at present employed a staff to further demar- 
cate by stone marks the boundaries of all his villages and khas lands, 
using the cadastral maps asthe basis of the work. The cost of litigation 
regarding the boundaries of his estate has been so great that, now that 
ie has an authoritative record to goon, he tbinks that it is essential to 
demarcate its limits, If other zamindars could be induced to follow his 
example, a frequent source of litigation would be removed. 

67. Standard laggis.—The local standards of measurement, pawas. annas, 
kais, etc., are quite indefinite and variable, and, in order to familiarize the 
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people with the use of the acre snd decimal system, in which all entries 
as to areas were made in the records, an attempt was made at each attesta- 
tion centre to explain the unit of measurement. For this purpose, each 
Agsistant Settlement Officer in charge of attestation was supplied with a 
standard Jaggi about 10 feet 53 inches long. A plot of land of the same 
length and breadth as two of these Jaggis is equivalent to 735 of an acre, i.e., 
the ‘‘cent.” (-01) entered in the area column of the khatians. The Assistant 
Settlement Officer explained the system of measurement by these Jaggis at 
each attestation centre, and made over a bamboo Jaggi of the same Jength to 
the headmen of each village. 

168. Correct village names.—After the completion of the attestation of 
each village, the Assistant Settlement Officer made a careful enquiry regarding 
the correct village name, and entered it both in Hindi and in English in 
Register III. ‘ihe transliteration of the name from the vernacular was made 
according to the Hunterian system, all vowels being properly accented. The 
names as entered in the register are subsequently entercd in the original 
village maps, the records, the thana maps, and thana indices. 


DRAFT PUBLICATION. 


169. S&ystem.—The system of draft publication of the recorde waa the same 
as the system followed in Behar and other parts of Bengal, viz., a Kanungo 
of the attestation camp went to each village with the records as soon as they 
were readv, ard read them out in presence of the villagers and the landlord’s 
agent. ‘The parties wero allowed a month from the date of draft publication 
within which to lodge objections against any entrv under scction 83(1) of the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. The draft publication was inspected by the 
Assistant Settlement Officer who paid visits at-irregular intervals to the centres 
where draft publication was going on. 

170. Defects of the system—The system, notwithstanding the attempts 
made to improve it, has never worked successfully, Its obvious defects are that 
there is no guarantee, in the absence of officient and reliable supervision on 
the spot, that the clerk deputed wiil take the trouble to make the persons 
interested understand the nature of the entries made regarding their tenancies. 
The opportunities for extortion by the publication Kanungos are also sv to 
speak unlimited. As a matter of fact, it was found by experience that 
they almost invariably demarded payment from any persons who wanted 
special information as to the numbers of plots or other details necessary 
before objections could be filed. Several Kanungos were prosecuted from 
time to time, but even this was not found an effective remedy. 

171. Amended system.—In 1910, Mr. McPherson, one of the Assistant 
Settlement Officers in charge of an attestation camp, under my orders had the 
draft publication done at his camp head-quarters. The experiment proved a 
complete success, ‘The opinions of the landlorjs and raiyats were taken, and 
they were strongly in favour of the new system. The only objection, which 
can be urged against it, is that the landlords and raivats are obliged to come 
again to the head-quarters of the camp some days after the attestation has 
boen completed to hear the entries read out. The trouble involved is, however, 
more apparent than real. In the area attested by Mr. McPherson, the average 
distance travelled by the villagers to hear the entries read out was about two 
miles only. Those persons, who wished to lodge objections, obtained objection 
forms from the Assistant Settlement Officer, and were able to file their objec- 
tions at once, thus saving themselves the trouble involved in making longer 
journeys later on. A report on the subject was submitted to the Director of 

and Records, and the Government rules framed under the Tenancy Act wore 
amended so as to adit of the publication being made either at the Attesta- 
tion, Officer’s head- quarters, or in the village itself. There is little doubt that 
the former system will become the raJo, and that the publication in the village 
will be resorted to only in special cases, when correction of the records has 
been unavoidably delayed. 

To work the system successfully, the following points necd tu be attended 
to i— 

(i) The area included in each attestation centre should be smaller than 
formerly. 

(#) The records should be corrected promptly after the disposal of 
disputes, so that they can be draft published at the same 
centre at which the attestation was done, 
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(1s) The Assistant Settlement Officer should inspect the draft publica- 

tion for a few minutes every day, in order to see that the 

publication clerk is explaining the entries intelligently and 
complying with all requests fur information. 


If the Assistant Settlement Officers do their duty properly and see that the 
publication is done eareiol y and intelligently, the result must be to raise the 
standard of accuracy considerably. 


OBJECTIONS. 

172. Generul—After draft publication, the record was kept open for a 
month for the inspection of parties concerned. During this period objections 
to any entry in, or omission from, the record were received at the Attestation 
Officer’s camp head-quarters, aod after the conclusion of the attestation pro- 
gramme, at head-quarters in Ranchi, In special cases, the Settlement Officer 
exteuded the period of one month. The objections were disposed of at fixed 
centres, generally one or two for each thana or outpost by selected officers with 
considerable experience of settlenent work. The objection stage is the last 
stage of the operations, at which detailed enquiries are made before the 
record is finally published. It is, therefore, important that the disposal of 
tiiuge disputes should be entrusted only to specially qualified officers, if a 
high standard of accuracy is to be attained. 

The objection officers were obliged to consider fully the grounds given 
by the Khanapuri and Attestation Officers in the decisions of all disputes, 
and to give the grounds of their own decisions at greater length in all 
seriously contested cases. The work was generally prolonged into the rains ; 
and, during the last two seasons, in which objections were particularly numer- 
ous, the programme was not completed till the end of September. The 
number of officers employed varied from two to seven, according to the 
number of objections to be dealt with year by year. 

173. Number of objections-The number of objections filed is shown in 
the table given below, year by year:— 








S3 ag a 
‘ wah 3 
228s z, 
| 2, |°s3- °F 
Year. Thana or outpost, 3 icc od 7 
2 sine | ¥ E 
; laizez| FOL g | 2 
= Zo? ee 4 a Z & 
l ot 
1908-04 ...| Khunti (except one village)} 487 | 1,250 362) = 88880 


and Tamar (portion). 

1904-05 ...| Torpa (portion), Bundu, 801 
Tamar (portion) and Sona- 
hatu (except two villages). 

1905.06 ... | Torpa (portion), Karra (except | 1,085 
(six villages) Kolebira, Bano, 
Basia (portion) and one 
village of Kochedega. 

1906-07 ... | Basia (portion), Kochodega,| 1,618 
Kurdeg, Gumla, Palkot and 
Raidih. 

1907-08 ... | Bishunpur, Ohainpur, Ghagh- 854 
ra and two villages of Lohar- 
daga. 

1908-09 ... | Six villages of Kerra, Kuru; 1,140 
(except two villages), Bero, 
four villages of Mandar and 
two of Ranchi, Lapung, 
Sesai and Lobardaga. 

1909-10 ...| Angara, Ormanjhi, Burmu,| 1,219 | 12,607 | 2,761 | 9,846 10°3 
Billi, Ranchi, Mandar, one 
village of Khunti, two of 
Sonahatu, three of Kuru and 
ote of Bero. 


6,797 | 1,162] 5,685 85 


4,188 |  859| 98,979 40 


3,824 760 | 2,664 21 


1,688 360 | 1,828 20 


a 


9,954 2,653 7,301 37 











—————— 


Total .. | 7,104 | 89,753 | 8,917 | 30,836 56 
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The number of dispntes dealt with at the khanapuri stage was 104,214. 
Large numbers of additional disputes concerning rent and pradial condi- 
tions, and a smaller number concerning status were instituted at the attestation 
stage. The exact figures are not available, They numbered probably not 
less than 30,000. By the time the objection stage was sesotiod. more than 
three-fourths of the total number of disputes had been, therefore, eliminated, the 
previous decisions having been acquiesced in by the parties. The last two 
seasons’ areas account for more than half the total number of objections filed. 
The disputes were most difficult in Mandar and Bero. 

174. Percentage allowed.—\Vhe percentage of objections allowed was 22 
for the whole district. In the Darbhanga and Purnea settlements, 36 and 
29 per cent. respectively of the objections were allowed. 

175. Classification of objections —The objections dealt with were of the 
same general character as the disputes disposed of at attestation. At the» 
objection stage, the disputes are, however, classified. 

4 The table given below shows the results of this classification for the whole 
istrict :— 


Number of Percentage of 


disputes. total number. 
Possession hae vee oe vee 26,410 66°4 
Rent oe ies vee .. 4,996 12°6 
Status Ket whe vas w. =1,696 40 
Title - ie a .. 1,624 4} 
Trees a eee wea wee 2,905 73 
Remeasurement and miscellaneous........ wee 2,222 56 


The most marked feature of the Ranchi returns is the high percentage 
of disputes regarding possession of fieldae. ‘The figures point to the fact that 
there has been a considerable disturbance in the possession of cultivating 
tenancies, during the long period of agrarian agitation. Nearly all the disputes 
were about the possession of individual fields. The raiyats generally tried to get 
back what they had lost. Most of the disputes regarding rent affected all the 
villagers, 

176. Number of objections filed in Behar districts—The number of objec- 
tions filed in some of the Behar settlements under section 103A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is shown below, district by district :— 


District. Number of objec. Number per 


trons filed. square mile. 
Muzeffarpur ae eae ee 34,271 ll 
Saran ras sak ae 66,105 27 
Darbhanga ar abe + 76,601 23 
North Movghyr ... - re a0 22,427 16 
_Purnea ook oor sas 84,872 19 


177. Objections regarding predial conditians.—In addition to the objections 
tried under section 83 (1) of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act and section 103A 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act, objections were entertained to the entries regard- 
ing predial conditions, which are locally known as rekumats and begart, 
under section 11i (6) of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act and scction 9A of 
the repealed Commutation Act. These applications were tried at greater 
length, and the grounds of decisions were given with more detail, The 
matters in issue were the number and kinds of rakwmats payable, and the 
number of days’ compulsory labour (¢egari) and readerable, to the landlord by 
the raiyats, according to contract or local usage, Nearly every dispute 
affected the whole body of the raiyats. The disputes regarding the incidence 
of’ rakwmats and begart werg ordinarily dealt within tw separate proceed- 
ings for the whole village ; i finding was first come to, as at attestation, as 
tothe rates payable or renderable, and the charges were then commuted to 
cash payments and amalgamated with the money rent. The procedure is 
fully discussed in the succeeding chapter. The total number of | these 
objections dealt with was 8,218, of which 652 or 20 per cent. were allowod 
whollv or in part. 
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178. Incidence of objections per thana or outpost.—The incidence of all kinds 
of objections per thana or outpost unit is shown in the table given below :—~ 





Number of objec- 
tions under sec- 
tion 9A of the 


Number of objec- 
tions under 


section 108A of the Incidence of 























t repealed Com. Number of all ; 
muse onceomenss Jactemcton | gure fhe) | al | Bare 
por eniney act. | oa ne ek 

Gumla oe 930 404 1,384 63 
Ghagra sae 616 94 710 3:4 
Palkot aoe 256 ll : 2€7 1:2 
Kurdeg bie 173 32 205 6 
Kolebira ee 481 40 521 13 
Basia ee 1,906 186 2,092 70 
Kochedega ee 529 71 600 1-1 
Sisai nee 1,942 181 2,148 75 
Chainpur oe 903 210 1,113 a7 
Bishunpur eee 270 52 822 1:3 
Bano as 418 14 432 20 
Raidih aay 492 64 | 553 2°8 
Ranchi ei 5,412 273 5,885 12°6 
Angara See 786 65 851 4:9 
Ormanjhi a 436 30 466 5-2 
Silli ii 1,157 38 1,195 9°6 
Mandar ne 5,250 237 5,487 27°4 
Burmu ee 494 28 §22 2°9 
Lohardaga xia 4,058 363 4,421 9°2 
Kuru fo 1,207 89 1,296 13-2 
Lapung sat 584 | 77 661 56 
Bero ca 1,890 120 2,010 13:2 
Khunti hed 3,651 | 215 3,846 11:3 
Torpa dee B86. | 382 307 1:3 
Kerra = 1,744 | 149 1,893 9-4 
Sonahatu wee 147 15 162 ll 
Tamar eee 2,001 70 2,071 4:3 
Bundu ay 1,705 58 1,763 170 

Total ii 39,7538 3,218 42,971 61 











The figure given in the column for incidence per square mile is a correct 
index of the amount of agrarian discontent prevailing in the area. Agrarian 
disputes were undoubtedly most rife in Mandar, where the conditions of affairs 
in portions of the area may be justly described as chaotic, In the less inten- 
sely cultivated areas, disputes were fewest. There is, in these areas, still 
plenty of land available for reclamation. The population is sparse, and it 
ix the interest of the landlords to treat their raiyats with consideration, and 
to induce others to settle and reclaim the jungle and waste. Disputes were 
least: numerous, therefore, in Kurdeg, Palkot, Kolebira, Kochedega, Torpa, 
and Sonahatu, and most numerous in Mandar, Bero, Bundu, Kuru, and Ranchi. 
There is really little analogy between Ranchi and the Behar districts in the 
matter of disputes. In Behar, the cultivation is intense, and every plot of 
ground, however small, is very valuable. Even in the most populous parts 
of Ranchi district, the struggle for land is not nearly so great, and an incidence 
of 27 objections per square mile in thana Mandar indicates considerably more 
strained relations between landlords and tenants than would be indicated by 
double the number of objections per square mile, in a district such as 
Darbhanga, 


OFFICE WORK. 


179. As soon as all objections are disposed of, or, if there are no objec- 
tions, when the time allowed for filing them has expired, the records are sent to 
head-quarters to be prepared for final publication. They are carefully examin- 
ed in detail by a selected staff, under the supervision of several experienced 
Assistant Settlement Officers, and then copied for final publication. The detail- 
ed method followed was the same as is followed in the Behar settlement, which 
has been already described in several of the settlement reports of North Behar. 


L 2 
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The programme was generally completed before the end of the settlement year 
(30th September), but on some occasions it was prolonged into November or 
early in December. During the last two seasons, four Assistant Settlement 
Officers were employed for four or five months in supervising the check (jane) 
of the records. 

180.  Copying.—A large amount of copying was done for private parties. 
The total number of applications dealt with in the Survey and Settlement offices 
exceeded 30,000. The total receipts of the copying department of the 
Settlement office alone amounted to nearly Rs. 40,000, inclading Rs. 6,000 for 
certification fees. 

181. Rates for copying records.—The rates charged for copying finally 
published records were— 


Khatians, 6 annas per every 100 plots or less, plus one anna for every four 
khatian forms. 

Khewats, three annas for every five entries. plus one anna per form. 

Khatian, Part 11, three annas for every 300 words or less, plus one anua per 
form, 


The copyists received a two-thirds share of the receipts for copying work, 
exclusive of costs of forms, certification fees, and searching fees. Their average 
earnings per month wore Rs, 22 in the case of English copyists, and Re, 14 
in the case of vernacular copyists, 

182. Processes issued.—The number of processes issued, exclusive of those 
issued from the various attestation and khanapuri camps, exceeded 35,000 
during the whole period. 

183. Records made over to the Cullector.—The records made over to the 
Collector at the conclusion of the operations include the following :— 


(a) The volume containing the record-of-rights, #.c., the 4i2wat and the 
khatians, the tert] with its goshwara or abstract, record of 
jungle and other rights (thatian, Part IL), certificate of final 
publication, commutation form 1, and a copy of the cadastral 
map of the village, ‘These documents are bound together in 
one volume, 

(3) The records of suits and applications, and boundary disputes. 

(c) The statistical registers —one for each thana or outpost—, the culti- 
vation statistics :milan khasra), crop statement (jinswar), 
agricultural stock list, and the abstract of the record-of-rights 
for each village (goshwara), 

(d) The village notes bound in volumes for each thana or outpost. 

(e) Recovery registers including demand forms, general cash-book, 
certificate cases, ete. 


The khasras are not made over. 

184. Defects,—The most serious difficulty experienced in the working of 
the head-quarters’ offices was the impossibility of obtaining a staff of competent 
clerks. Increases in salary seem to huve had little or no effect in attracting 
the right class of ministerial officers. The reasons no doubt are that the duties 
are more onerous than those performed by clerks in the district offices, while 
the appointments are temporary, and the posts are not pensionable, The 
improvement of the prospects of the head-quarters staff is, therefore, an urgent 
necessity. If a dozen pensionable posts were created for the principal minis- 
terial duties of the Survey and Settlement offices of this division, the Settle- 
ment Officer would have a nucleus of reliable clerks. The extra cost would 
be insignificant, and it could be realized as part of the costs of the operations. 
There is now little doubt that settlement operations will continue to be an 
essential branch of the administration. At the conelusion of the operations 
in one district or division, the clerks, whose posts are pensionable, could be 
transferred to another. For some of thom, the District Officers would he able 
to make provision, if necessary, aS vacancies occur, A pension scheme for 
all the employés of the department is not feasible; but it seems to be neces- 
sary to create permanent pensionable posts fora few of the chief appoint- 
ments. At present, for instance, we are obliged to entrust the keeping of 
accounts, aggregating lakhs of rupees, to temporary clerks, who have no 
incentive to responsibility, and this is both inexpedient and unwise. 
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185. General.—-The final publication of the records was carried out by 
Kanungos, who read out the entries to the assembled raiyats and landlords or 
their agents in the village itself. The final publication begins in November 
following the completion of the office work, and is ordinarily concluded by 
the first week of April. No difficulty was experienced in finishing the 
programme timely. 

186. Defects of the present sysiem.—The system followed at present is, in 
my opinion, open to serious objection. It may be granted at once that it is 
preferable to publish the records in the villages themselves; but, having regard 
to the simplicity of the work and the necessity of keeping down costs, it is 
impracticable to employ a highly paid agency for this purpose. The alternative 
ia to employ a cheap agency. ‘The final publication was, as a matter of fact, 
done by Kanungos on a consolidated pay of Rs. 25 per month, They 
published the records often at enormous distances from head-quarters, where no 
supervision by any competent agency was possible. There is, therefore, no 
guarantee that the records wero read out or explained intelligently to the more 
ignorant raiyats and lendlords; and there is ample evidence to show that most 
Kanungos levy 2 toll from persons who desire to obtain information on any 
points from them, The consequence is that the more helpless classes of the 
community are sometimes in practice deprived of the right of bringing suits, 
which the law specifically confers, to contest the correctness of entries in the 
record or omissions therefrom. ‘This aspect of the question is more 
important in Chota Nagpur than jin the rest of Bengal for two reasons, 
The landlords and raiyats are less intelligent and more languid in the 
pursuit of their rights. The entries regarding rents are final against 
the landlord, unless he contests their accuracy under section 87 within 
three months of final publication, The entries in the finally published 
records regarding khuntkatti rights, the commutation of preedial conditiors, 
landlords’ privileged lands, and the rights and duties of village ‘head. 
men are conclusive, subject to the right of aggrieved parties to bring a 
suit in the Settlement Courts to contest their accuracy within three months 
of final publication. In such circumstances, it is obviously essential that 
the parties interested should know the exact nature of the entries made. 
If they do not,—and under the present system it is safe to conclude that 
this is sometimes the case—they are deprived for ever of any legal remedy, 
The system of giving finality to the settlement records in certain cases has 
conferred enormous bevefits on all classes of the backward communities of 
Chota Nagpur; it is necessary, however, to safeguard it against possible 
abuses, The provisions of section 129 of the Act provide that a copy 
of the entries regarding thuntkatti rights, and the rights and duties of head- 
men shall be served on the persons interested, so far as they can be ascer- 
tained, at the time of the final publication of the records; but there are no 
such provisions regarding the other entries above refered to, The cost of 
preparing copies of the entries regarding rent and _preedial conditions at this 
stage would be, in my opinion, quite prohibitive; and the only feasible 
remody appears to be to amend the rules regarding final publication. ‘The 
alternative system, which I suggest, is that the record should be published 
under the immediate supervision of an Assistant Settlement Officer assisted 
by a staff of four or five muharrirs or more to read out the records at con- 
venient centres embracing an area of about 25 or 80 square miles. The 
villagers would, no doubt, be obliged to travel three or four miles to hear the 
records read out. But the work could be done rapidly and inexpensively 
under this system, and there would be a reasonable guarantee that the records 
were finally pablished in an intelligent manner, and with a comparative 
freedom from the malpractices, which prevail under the existing system. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Renyr anp Praprat Conprtions, Raryarr Tenancies anp Lanp Measures, 


187. Tae rent of an ordinary raiyati tenancy was found to consist of cash 
puyments and customary pradial couditions, locally known as rakumats and 
begari, t is assessed on local units of measure known as pawas, annas, rupess, 
and ais, in different parts of the district. The areas of these units, though 
fairly uniform for the village, vary considerably from village to village and 
thana to thana. An ordinary tenancy, which is known throughout the greater 

art of the district as a chattisa holding, consists of a certain area of don or low- 
land, to which is attached an additional area of ¢anr or upland, known as com- 
plementary or /agan ¢anr. The cash rent is payable for the don lands, and the 
preedial conditions for the ¢anr, The amount of fanr or upland, which is 
complementary to a unit of area, varies considerably even in the same village, 
and there is usually no relation whatsoever between the amount of ¢anr attached 
to tenancies situated in parts of the district remote from each other. 

In the case of large estates there is very often a recognizéd pargana rate, 
so Many rupees per pawa or per anna, and also a recognized scale of rakumats. 
‘Lhe latter consist of certain payments iu kind and abwabs or cesses, which are 
renderable to the landlord by local custom or usage. But, in the smaller 
estates, the rate of rent and rakumats varies enormously, its incidence depending 
for the most part on the relative strength of the parties rather than on con- 
siderations of equity or the value of the tenancies. The same is true of begari 
or the compulsory labour which was renderable by raiyats to their landlords for 
the cultivation of their manjhtias lands and as personal services. 

The history of rent and prxdial conditions in the district is the history of 
all agrarian discontent. The aboriginal tribes entered the country several 
centuries ago, and began to clear the lands. They paid no rent to anybody. 
After a while, Cniefs arose, who established a sort of overlordship in the country. 
They collected tribute and exacted some slight personal services. When the 
became Hinduized and intermarried with Hindus, they conceived the idea of 
establishing their supremacy ona firmer basis, and for this purpose it was 
necessary to introduce foreigners into the country. At first, the immigration 
was feeble; but in the bevinning of the first quarter of the nineteenth century 
it assumed considerable dimensions. The Maharaja of Chota Nagpur and 
other Chiefs made considerable grants to the Hindu immigrants, and, as they 
increased in numbers, the pressure on the aboriginal population increased. 
The Windus were not cultivators themselves by profession, and had, therefore, 
to sustain life in a country where there are still hardly any industries or 
professions other than agricultural, by imposing additional charges on the 
cultivators, The charges took the form of rent, rakumais, and personal services. 
As _ the cultivated arca expanded; the charges were in many cases still light, 
and were submitted to by the aborigines. In other parts of the country, 
where the pressure of the new comers was greater or where the aborigines 
exhibited an obstinate adherence to theit ancient rights as clearers of the 
soil, the agrarian struggle began to take definite shape. On the one hand, 
the Chiefs or their grantees, who established thémselves as zamindars in the 
country, sought to increase the charges on the land, and the aborigines 
refused to comply with these demands. There were no Courts nearer than 
Sherghatti or Chatra till the South-West Frontier Agency was established in 
1874, There was, therefore, really no agency for the regulation of the disputes. 
The great Kol rebellion of 1832 was an attempt on the part of the aborigines 
fo get rid of the hordes of middlemen, who had settled in the country and 
who had begun to take possession of the most valuable of the cultivated 
lands. It was suppressed by Government, and for a time there waa 
a reaction in favour of the zamindars. Courts were indeed established ; 
but the officers did not always understand local customs, nor were 
the aborigines in those days fit to compete on anything like even terms 
with their Hindu antagonists in the Courts of law. The consequence was that 
inthe main the disputes about rent charges were not settled through their 
agency, but in the villages themselves, and the eriterion was the relative 
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strength of the parties and their ability to enforce or resist demands. This 
state of affairs existed down to quite recent times. Suits regarding rent 
and preedial conditions have been numerous, no doubt, in the aggregate; but 
disputes were in the main always settled as indicated above, and this fact 
accounts for the extraordinary divergence between the incidents of tenancies 
in different parts of the country, 

The Hindus as a race never conquered the land. Their intro.luction was at 
first a peaceful penetration, but it gradually involved a continually increasing 
burden on the original settlers. 

Closely connected with the disputes about rent charges and priedial 
conditions is the question of possession of fields. The refusal of the abori- 
gines in parts of the country to comply with the exorbitant demands of the 
zamindars from the beginning of the second quarter of the nineteenth cenvwury 
led to reprisals and counter-reprisals. When the raivats refused to pay 
increased demands, the zamindars began to disposses them by force and take 
their lands into their shas cultivation, or to sublet them to Hindas at enhanced 
rates, The aborigines, being on a much lower plane of civilization and lacking 
the power to combine, lost heavily at first. The balance was to some extent 
redressed by the advent of the European Christian missionaries, who took the 
side of the raiyats, and the agrarian struggle for the last 30 years has been a 
tug-of-war with the landlords and the Hindu raiyats, who are locally known as 
Sadans, on one side, and the aborigines eupported by the missionaries on the 
other. The Courts wero until recently usually too far removed from the scene 
of conflict, and they were in reality never able to take an effective part, or to 
mitigate and control the conflict. . 

188. Mundari khuntkattt tenancies.—The ancient system of land tenure still 
survives in scattered blocks in the Muuda conntry. The Munda system of Jand 
tenure has been fully described in a valuable note by Father Hoffman, 3.4., 
and Mg, Lister, ¢.s., which will be found in Appendix I to my edition of the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. Father Hoffman is a missionary, who has spent 
10 or 12 years in the Munda country and has made a special study of the 
Mundari language and Mundari social customs and land tenures, Mr. Lister 
was the Settlement Officer, who initiated the settloment operations in the dis- 
trict, and devoted four years of assiduous and untiring labour to the study 
of the agrarian question, especially in the Munda tract. For a full and 
complete description of the Munda land, tenures, reference must be made to the 
note. It will be sufficient to give here a brief description of a purely Mundari 
khuntkatti village. The khuntkattidars ave the descendants in the male line 
of the original founders of the village, and a group of these shuntkattidars are 
the owners of ail the land included within its boundaries. ‘The annnal 
rent payable was originally made up of the subscriptions (chandas) 
of the xhuntkattidars ; but the subscriptions of many of them have been 
reduced, and the deficits have been made good from the rents paid by the 
raiyats, who hold raiyati tenancies under the joint brotherhood, There 
is a headman in each village called the Munda, who collects the chandas 
and pays the rent to the superior landlord, the Manki, or his successor in 
interest. ‘Che Manki is the head of a pa/é/, which is constituted usually of 10 
or 12 villages. He realizes the rents from the Mundas, and pays them 
to the superior landlord. The Mundas and the Mankis are not landlords, 
The Munda is merély a village official appointed by the community tor 
the performance of certain duties. He is a khuntkattilar himself, and 
one of the co-owners of the village property. As a village ofiicial only is 
he: the head of the community. ‘he Manki is similarly the head of a con- 
federation of villages. The rents payable by the co-owners of the intact 
Mundari -huntkati villages really represent the sraall tribute which the foun- 
ders or their descendants agreed to pay as a subsidy for the support of their 
feudal chiefs. They are, therefore, generally insignificaut quit-rents, and 
average only Rs. 19-4 per village. ‘The system, no loubt, existed throughout 
the whole Munda country, but it has been broken down by processes described 
below throughout the greater part of the area. 

189. The incidence of rent in tne Munduri khuntkalt: area.—According to 
the pattas which were granted to the Mankis after the rebellion of 1832, the 
villages comprising a patti, ie., the jurisdiction of a Manki, were responsible 
for the payment of a certain fixed yearly sum as rent to the superior icndlord, 
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The amount seems to have been distributed in a somewhat arbitrary munner 
among the villages, and was found to vary enormously. The village rent 
is contributed by the khuntkattiaars, who give often only a few annas each 
and the raiyats. The contributions of the ‘huntkattidars are also not paid 
according to any system of rates. The headwan or headmen frequently 
contribute nothing. In some villages it was found customary to muke a present 
to the Manki once a year, consisting of a goat or fighting cock, and a rupee 
or a small quantity of rice. These latter charges are known as rakumais, 
In the broken Ahuntkatti villages, where the rents are paid by tho thunthatt 
tenants to the landlord, the incidence of rent tends to approximate to the rent 
prevailing in ordinary zamindari villages, and the rakumais and abwabs of all 
kinds were found to be numerous and diverse. The table given below shows 
the number of intact Mundari Ahuntkaitd villages still in existence, with details 
as to the extent of cultivation and the incidence of rent:— 
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There are, therefore, 156 intact villages with a total area of 144 square 
miles. This is all that remains of the ancicnt tenure of the district, ‘I'he 
average total rent, including commuted value of preedial conditions, paid by a 
village is Rs. 19°4 only; but the incidence vuries from Rs. 61 to Ke. 1-3 
according to the area and other considerations, The average incidence 
of rent per cultivated acre is only one anna. The figures showing the 
subscriptions (chandas) paid by the khuntkattidars are’ not available for 
the whole area; but the average amount paid by each of the khuntkatiidars 
of thana Khunti is only 14 annas per head. The excess over the actual 
rent payable to the superior landlords collected by the Mundas from the khunt- 
kattidars and raiyats amounts to Rs 468, or an average of Rs. 5 per village. 
This small amount is usually spent on feeding and entertaining the “ raja’s” 
tahsildars and peons, when they come to the village, according to thé ancient 
custom of the country, 

__ 180. Titles of the superior tenure-holder.—The table given below shows the 
oe A superior tenure-holders to whom the rents of the villages are paid by 
the Munda :— 
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Only those Mankis are classed as the rent-receivers, who are in direct 
receipt of the rents, or who have eub-let their tenures under temporary leases, 
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Where the right of the Mankis has been permanently alienated or sold by 
auction, the rent-receiver is classed as an ordinary tenure-holder, It will thus 
be scen that the Manki parha system is almost extinct save in Khunti thana, 
where the majority of the intact villages still pay rent to their titular head. 

1Yl. The causes of the breakdown of the system.—The causes of the breakdown 
of the system were two-fold. The first, and this is no doubt the main cause, 
was the inherent defects of character and weakness of the Mundas themselves, 
especially when brought into contact with more advanced races. ‘The second 
was the persistent attempts made by the zamidars and moneyed classes to 
get possession of the villages, or to reduce the status of the khuntkattidars 
to that of mere raiyats. ‘hese attempts were successful in many instances 
owing to the general ignorance of local customary rights in land which pre- 
vailed, and the inability of the Mundas to fight out their cases in Court. 

The disintegration of the village system was often brought about somewhat 
as follows :—The headman or Munda borrowed money from a local money-lender, 
and executed a document in his favour, in which he pledged the whole village as 
security. The Munda in fact posed as a village landlord, and the money- 
lender accepted the security, very often, no doubt, with ulterior dishonest in- 
tentions. ‘fhe Munda being imprevideut and being unable to pay up the debts, 
the village was sold in auction in the Rancki Courts, and bought in by the 
money-lender or one of his friends, From that date, the village was treated as 
a zamindari one, and the purchaser began to raise the chandas or subscriptions 
paid by the Afunthattidars, and to treat them as rent. IJf any of the brethren 
refused to pay, the new landlord sued for rent in the Ranchi Courts, and 
usually got adecree. The Courts were ignorant of the Munda system of land 
tenures. A Munda who collected-rents must, they argued, be a landiord, and 
the claim set up by the recalcitrant chunthattidars to hold a large patch of 
valuable lowland at a few pice rental must be absurd. There are cases on 
record, im which the Courts have treated individual khuntkattdars as trespassers, 
because it was found that they paid no rents, and it was not understood how 
such tenants could hold lands rent-free. These thuntkatiidars were, of course, 
the descendants of the original reclaimers of the soil, and their ancestors had 
cultivated the lands before the Hindus entered the country. 

192. Village Sehelda.—The history of village Schelda is a typical instance 
of the manner in which the system brokedown. The Munda of the village col- 
lected the chandas from the brethren, but failed to pay them for some years to 
the superior landlord. The latter, in consequence, brought a suit against him 
for arrears of rent. ‘The village was sold in pursuance of the decree obtained 
inthe suit. The shunikattidars, co-owncrs of the village, were not made 
plies nor did they take any action to protect their rights, if they really 

new what was going on. The auction-purchaser proceeded to treat them all 
as raiyats and to increase their rents, and, when they refused to submit to this 
treatment, he sued them in the Revenue Courts and obtained a declaration 
that they were liable to pay rent to him separately as raiyats. 

To officers familiar with the system of Revenne and Rent laws, which 
prevailed in Bengal, the payment of any dues by a tenant of lard connoted 
rent and the relationship cf landlord and tenant, and it was this false analogy 
with the Bengal system of zamindari, combined with the incapacity of the 
Mundas themselves, which led to the destruction of the shuntkatti system in 
numerous villages in Bundu, Tamar, Sonahatu, and Silli. It is not to be 
supposed that the system was broken down in every cuse by the Courts. The 
decision in cases like the one above referred to was usually sufficient to induce 
the Ahuntkattudars of neighbouring villages to abandon their ancient rights, 
whenever pressure was duly applied. Nor is it a fact, as is sometimes stated, 
that the Civil Courts were the instruments which destroyed the system, The 
Eevenue Courts of the district, subordinate to the Deputy Commissioner, were 
equally, if not more, to blame. ‘he subordinate Judicial Officers of both kinds 
very rarely displayed any acquaintance with local usages till quite recent 
years, or, if they possessed the knowledge, they were content merely to record 
the evidence given by the parties and their witnesses, and to base their decision 
on it. 

They assumed in fact that the antagonists were equally matched, and were 
well able to look after their own interests in Court. It is now clear that this 
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was not the case; the Courts consequently committed serious blunders, and 
frequently gave decisions that were either entirely opposed to, or at variance 
with, local customs and usages. 

193. Pargana Siri_--The khuntkatti system in the north and west of Khunti 
thana was, however, destroyed by other agencies, and mainly by Government 
officials, For instance, pargana Siri was found at the time of the mutiny in 
1857 to be an intact chuntkatti area. In 1880, Colonel Davies, the Judicial 
Commissioner, made the following remarks about the nature of the rights, which 
existed in the pargana :— 


‘An experience of many years in this district makes me assert with confidence that 
the whole of pargana Siri, a jungle tract, was formerly held by the simple Munda Kols 
under kAwnikatti tenures at fixed rents. That portion of the pargana now held by Govern- 
ment still retains its old status; but in that portion held in jagir by the Lals, many of the 
old khuntkattidars have been gradually deprived of their rights and have become cultivating 
raiyats.”’ 


The method pursued by the Lals referred to by Colonel Davies was to try 
and get forcible popsession of some lands in each village, and designate them 
as manjhihas landlord? privileged lands), ‘The existence of such lands was 
enough to create the presumption that the village was an ordinary zamindari 
one, At the time of the dbéutvhari survey, they tried to get some of these 
lands demarcated and declared manjichas, but the special Commissioner held 
that the area was khuntkaiti and that, therefore, no manjhihas lands could exist 
in it. Soon after this, some of the Thakurs and Lals applied for protection 
under the Encumbered Estates Act, and. their estates were taken over for 
management, The manager of the Kncumbered Estates, whether through 
ignorance of the system of land tenure or through a mistaken zeal for the 
estates under management, it is difficult to say, proceeded almost at once to 
destroy the Ahuntkatti status throughout the pargana. ‘The case of village 
Tilma is typical. ‘The disqualified proprietor, Thakur Jitnath Sahi, filed a 
list of so-called manjhihas lands alleged to be held by him in every village 
throughout the estate and of the rents-payable to him by the headmen. In 
the case of Tilma the manager accepted this e% purte statement us correct, and 
called upon the headmen to exeeuto bonds agreeing to pay Rs, 260 for the 
whole village including the rents of the so-called manjhihas lands. The Thakur 
himself asked for permission to be! allowed to retain the manjhthas lands on 
payment of rent, and this was agreed to, and the demand from the headmen 
was reduced in consequence to Rs, 200. The headmen and the shunthattidars 
do not appear to have been consulted at all. In 1880, the Thakur tried to 
take possession of the so-called manjhihas iands, and the Mundas resisted the 
encroachment. The dispute came before Captain Grey, in a proceeding under 
section 538 of the Criminal Procedure Code, The following extract from the 
judgment is an interesting commentary on the system of management then 
pursued under the manager of the Encumbered Estates department :— 


“T am personally acquainted with Tilma and the villages surrounding it, and last year 
wade an enquiry into the nature of the AkAuntkatti tenure and on the strength of what 
information I got I cannot understand how first party (Thakur Jitnath Sahi) can be bare- 
faced enough to claim manjhihas lends in Tilma, In a chuntkatti tenure the superior land- 
lord has nothing whatsoever to do with the cultivator of the soi!, and he cannot even allot lands to 
the different raiyats. The headmen amongst the aboriginals, whose ancestors originally held 
the village, are jointly liable for a certain fixed sum yearly. Zéts sum is made up by contri- 
butions from all the cultivators, but the superior landlord cannot demand one pie from any 
individual raiyat, le can only sue the headmen. So far, therefore, as right enters into the 
bargain, I think firet party would be out of court. The customs of the district point to the 
claim being utterly wrong The rent of the whole village as paid by the headmen to the 
superior landlord was attached some years ago, aud the headmen were called to execute 
surety bonds for payment of the rent. The total rent was Rs. 260. Two years after the 
first surety bond was executed, another was executed in which the rent payable was reduced 
to Rs. 200, the sum of Rs. 60 being witnheld apparently on account of manjhihas lands, 
This proceeding seems throughout to be a most obvious attempt at fraud. I read it in the 
light of my knowledge of ‘huntkatti tenancies in this way. The first party is almittedly in 
pecuniary difficulties. He required maintenance out of the Rs. 260 per annum due from the 
village, and by some means a surety bond was put in which reserved Rs, 60 of the rent. 
That Rs. 60 had, of course, to be accounted for, and it was shown as the proceeds (in money 
value) of manjhihas lands, Such a bond should never have been admitted, for tho tahsildar, 
Mahipat Lal, must have known very well indeed that there was no manghihas land in a 
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thuntkatti village. The whole proceeding .was simply a successful attempt to reserve a 
porticn of the rents of the village for first party’s own use. ....... seoeeT cannot but think 
that the whole case points to the trying to get in the thin end of the wedge, which is even- 
tually to drive out the headmen as khunthattidars, to enable the superior landlord to step in 
and treat the village as au ordinary edikadart tenure.” 


The manager was not satisfied with this decision, and he brought a Civil 
suit for adeclaration that there were manjhihas lands in the village, and, 
strange to say, obtained adecree. The khuntkatti status was thus destroyed, 
and the local tahsildars of the Encumbered Estates department and the 
‘hakur made further encroachments, At the time of the settlement opera- 
tions, it was found that the former shuntkatlidars used to pay rent individually 
to the manager, and that they bad lost their proprietary mghts m the village 
jungle and waste. 


194. Village Tarub,—An instance of the destruction of the system, without 
recourse to litigation, is supplied in the case of village Tarub. The manager 
«pplied to the Deputy Commissioner to have the village declared non-khunt- 
katti, The latter in his capacity as head of the Encumbered Hstutes depart- 
ment held a summary enqniry, and declared the village to be non--hunthatts. 
He allowed the Munda, however, to collect the rents, and pay them to the 
tahsildar. Later on the manager deposed the Munda, and took khas possession. 
The suntkatidars were dissatisiied, but they did not object openly, as they 
regarded the action of the local officials as a Government order, against which 
it was useless to contend, avd to which it was their duty to submit. Mr. Day, 
an experienced Deputy Collector, who was employed in the settlement opera- 
tions in this part of the country, remarks on this event :— 

“This is the way in which most of the villages cf Siri and some of Sonpur and Udai- 
pur parganas were ruined, The Enoumbered Estaics and the Court of Wards (for the 
Jeria estate) did all the mischief.” 


195. The Scnpur khuntkaitidars.—Regarding some of the Sonpur villages, 
Babu Jogendra Nath Pal, another experienced Assistant Settlement Officer, 
writes — 

“The records of the bAuinhari operations show that, although some villages were 
treated as Shuinhuri villages, there were others in which the special Commissioners merely 
measured the Mundat and Pahanai lands, the question of the Ahuntha‘ti statua of the 
villagers being left open. During the management of the Encumbered Hstates depart- 
ment, the Aiuntkatti statis in these villages.was completely broken. The Ahunchatti 
lands of the original settlers came to be described in the estate papers as rayhas (raiyati). 
Another source of mischief was the settlement of the so-called manjghiias lands with the 
disqualified proprietor, The duinhart records showed that there were few demarcated 
monjhihas lands in the villages. The disqualified proprietor, when making over charge 
to the department, showed some manjhinas lands in almost every village, largely in 
excess of those which he really possessed, apparently with a view to create evidence of 
their existence. He subsequently took settlement of these lands himself, and then pro- 
ceeded to take pcssession on the strength of the evidence so created, with the assistance 
of the estate tahsildars, who posed amongst the Mundas as Government officials ( sarkari 
arcs). The result is that the landlord is now possessed of manjhihas or rather khas 
iands in almost uvery village.” 


The disqualified proprietor above referred to was Thakur Fanmutukh 
Nath Sahi, a meintenance holder under the Thakur of Jeria, The Khunthatti 
status inthe Jeria estate was broken when Colonel Evans Gordon was 
Deputy Commissioner. The exsmple of the Encumbered Estates manuge- 
ment must have been a powerful incentive to other landlords, and they, no 
doubt, followed the example. By the time the settlement operations com- 
menced, the extent of the area, in which the pure Mundari khuntkatti system 
existed, had enormously contracted. 

196. Broken khunikattt villages,—The number of villages in which the sys- 
tem lingered in a state of greater or less decay was, however, found to be 
considerable, and all tenancics, which came within the definition of Mundari 
Ahuntkattidar contained in the ‘Tenancy Act, were recorded as such in these 
villages. Kiuntkatti villages in the various stages of decay are classed by 
Mr. Lister as follows :— 


(7) villages in which the Munda has appropriated the rent of the 
parqas ; 
M2 
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(2) villages in which he has obtained the control of the jungle, with 
the result that the other members cannot extend their cul- 
tivation ; 

(8) villages in which he has enhanced the chandas paid by the other 


members ; and 

(4) villages in which he has reduced the other members, with the 
exception of near relatives (thorposhdars) and the Pahans 
to the position of ordinary raiyats, 


197. Mr. Lister’s deseription of the cuuses of the breakdown of the system in 
South Lamar and Khunti.—Mr. Lister gave in 1903 the following account of the 
breakdown of the system in parts of Khunti and South ‘Tamar :-— 


“The khuntkatti villages have usually broken down as a result of political agitation 
or from the greed of the Munda. The former has now ceased, but in the years 1888-92, 
it was very active. The ‘sardars’ had, with Christianity, imbibed those ideas of peasant 
proprictorship which are prevalent 1n some of the German States, and refused to acknowledge 
any obligations to any landlord below the State, They induced a large number of hiunthatts 
villages to withhold the extremely low rents which were due to the Mankis or other land- 
lords who in consequence sued for rent, and obtained decrees against the Mundas. The 
Ranchi Courts, through ignorance of the local land system, believed that the Munda of a 
village was a 16-anna tenure-holder of the village, and not, what he really is, merely the 
mouth-piece of his equals the Khuntkattidars. Consequently, when the decrees came to be 
executed, the Oourts put up for sale not the Munda’s share in the village but the entire 
village; and the purchasers were given possession of the whole village. ‘The final step was 
to sue the Khuntkattidars individually for rent as though they were ordinary raiyats; the 
Courts were actuated by the same ignorance in disregarding the ples of the defendants that 
they were owners of the village and not rajyats. 

Ordinarily, however, it was the greed of the Mundas that destroyed the khunthatts 
system. Leases of forests, the sale of mekarari leases or the rents paid by the varjas were 
the usual sources of temptation. The Munda would gain over the more astute of the 
khunthattidars, and, by sharing the spoil with them, induce them to aid him iu robbing the 
weaker or moro ignorant. Thus in Rabo the guardian of the Munda, who isa minor, last 
year sold a portion of the jungle for Rs 150. The sale |was concluded by him far away 
from the village, and without the knowledge of most of the khun hatlidars, It is of course 
not binding on them ; but when one of them complained at the Tamar thana, he was told 
that he could do nothing, as tho Munda was the owner of the village. In the village of 
Badani, « similar fraud took place regarding the sale of the timber, ‘he Mundas of these 
two villages have, however, not yet proceeded to claim to be ‘zamindars,’ but admit that 
the other khuntkattidars are co-owners of the village. Tn plains villages, such as Rogodih, 
the profit which tempted the Mundas was the sale of surplus lands to immigrant Mundas 
for the foundation of shikmi (or mokarari) tolas. In other villages, the rents paid by the 
raiyats constituted the temptation, In fact, it would seem that the Mundas are so faithless 
that, under present conditions, nothing but poverty can preserve their system, Law is 
expensive ; the Courts are remote and often ignorant of the peculiar Mundari oustoms ; the 
right of appeal is unrestricted and thoroughly understood ; and his aggression provides 
the aggressor with funds for litigation So at Rabo the aggressor has Its. 150, and the 
aggrieved have not as many pice. Ultimately, thereforo, it is the remoteness and unsuit- 
ability of the Courts which must be held responsible for the destruction of the Ahunthatts ays- 
tem in all except the most rugged and barren villages. In the neighbourhood of Tamar, 
however, a further factor is found in the constant aggression of the ‘Rajas’ of Tamar, 
en advantage of accidents such as the minority of a Manki 


who, for three generations, have tak : J t 
or Munda, or even employed downright force in breaking down the rights of the Mundaris,”’ 


198. otal area of Mundari khuntkatti tenancies.—The table given below 
shows the total area of Mundari Ahwntkatti tenancies and their distribution :— 
a 


AREA IN BQUARE 
MILES, 
Kind of tenancy. -—! Total. 
Culti- | Unculti- 
vated. | vated. 
' 











Intact Mundari khuntkatti ... | 69 75 | 
Broken Mundari kAundhatit 119 ll | 130 
Total uae 188 | 86 | 
j 
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The percentage of the cultivated lands of the district occupied by Mundari 
khuntkatiidars is 5 per cent, only. 

199. The incidence of rent in zamindari villages —As indicated above, the 
rates of rent payable in ordinary villages throughout the district vary enor- 
mously. ‘To determine the rate per acre in any village, it would be necessary 
to examine the village records and distribute somewhat arbitrarily the total 
rental of each tenancy, including the commuted values of the pradial con- 
ditions, against the lowlands and the uplands separately. he incidence of 
rent on the total cultivated area per thana unit will be found in the statistical 
stutements published in the Appendices. Lands surveyed under the Chota 
Nagpur Tenures Act are held either rent-free, or at small quit-rents fixed in 
perpetuity. 


PRADIAL CONDITIONS. 


200. Preedial conditions are now defined to mean “conditions or services 
appurtenant to the occupation of land, other than the rent, and include 
rakumats payable by tenants to landlords, and every mahtut, mangan and 
madad and every other similar demand, however denominated and whether 
regularly recurrent or intermittent.” 

The criterion of liability to these charges is simply contract when the 
tenancy commenced, or, in the absence of any contract, local custom and 
usage (section 102). The charges, whether payable or leviable from tenure- 
holders or raiyats, have now been commuted by the Settlement department to 
cash payments throughout the districtx under the procedure contained in 
Chapter XIII of the Tenancy Act. and the record and commutation are final 
and conclusive. Praedial conditions are locally known as rakumats and begari. 
The former consist of various payments in kind and miscellaneous dues or 
abwabs, The latter consist of a number of days’ labour given by the raiyats 
free of charge to the landlord, cither for the cultivation of his khas lands or as 
personal service. It has been sometimes contended that rakumats, which are 
abwabs, are not leviable in Chota Nagpur,.in as much as zimindars were 
enjoined by section 54 of Regulation VIII of 1793 to consulidate all such 
charges and amalgate them with the rent before a fixed date, and, by section 
55 of the same Regulation, they were forbidden to impose any new adwads or 
mahiuts on any pretence whatsoever. It appears to be clear, however, that 
it was the intention of the Legislature to validate all abwads which 
are payable by custom cr usage, or by contract when the tenancy com- 
menced, and such adwabs are, therctore, legally leviable. The same 
argument applies in the case of degari, But, apart from this, by section 
2 of Regulation IV of 1794, “that part of zilla Ramgarh, which was 
included in the Soubah of HKihar.” was specially exempted from the 
operation of the rules contained in section 54 of Regulation VIII of 1793, 
that is, the zamindars within this tract were not compelled to consolidate 
these charges, but they were prohibited from imposing any new ones 
after that date, The Jatter injunction appears to have been disregarded 
by the zamindars of Ranchi at all events, and the Legislature has been 
obliged to declare the validity of all such adwaés and other dues as are conse- 
crated by custom. The future imposition of all preedial conditions on any new 
tenancies has, however, been now prohibited in stringent terms, and, as all 
existing dues have been commuted, it may be hoped that they have disappeared 
for ever. There appears to be no doubt that the district of Kanchi was at 
the time of the Regulations above referred to included in the Soubah of Bihar, 
In proof of this, [ may note the following quotation from the supplement to 
the Historical and Comparative Analysis of the finances of Bengal, which 
was written in 1787 :— 


“In addition to both these grand divisions of territory, which exeludes from the proper 
area of the three southerly Sircars, a straggling hilly country of little worth of 8,000 equare 
miles, a third and elevated adjoining region, still further to the south, forms a part of Soubah 
Bihar, no less extensive than either of the former two, as containing nearly 18,00U square 
miles, though proportionally of very inconsiderable value. This highland district, including 
the modern sub-divisions of Palamau, Ramgarh and Chutea Nagpur.,....bas siave the age 
of Ptolemy been geographically termed the three Bellads or Cantons.” 
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Chutea Nagpur was, of course, the old name of Ranchi district. 

According to the Regulations, the proper criterion of liability was 
evidently whether the dues were levied in 1793 or not. If they had been 
imposed subsequent to that date, they were invalid. Unforturarely, the 
landlords and raiyats knew nothing whatsoever about the Regulations, and 
even the Courts cannot be acquitted of ignorance of the law. ‘The rakumads 
and Jegari leviable in 1793 were undoubtedly insignificant. Rakumats consist- 
ing of produce were a convenient furm of payment in those days, and begart 
consisting of a few days’ service was a convenient method of discharging a 
portion of the rent liability. But the system began to be abused as the 
numbers of the [linda jsgirdars and their dependants began to incresse, The 
raiyats submittcd to the increased demands at first, but with some demur. 
About the year 1827, the attention of the British officers appears to have 
been drawn to the ever increasing numbers of alwabs, which the jagirdars 
were collecting from their raiyats, and the Magistrate of Ramgarh issued a 
summary order enjoining their total abolition, Dr. Davidson, Principal 
Assistant to the Governor-General’s Agent for Lohardaga, in referring to 
this event in 1839, writes as follows :—~ 


“These abwats were a fruitful source of oppression to the Kols, but fertunately they have 
heen abolished for the last ten or twelve years by an order of the Magistrate of Ramgarh. 
The Raja complains greatly of the hardship of this order, and, at my first coming here 
T made some enquiry on the subject, but found the demands so enormous that to enforce 
them would ruin the whole country. hey are well gct rid of, and ought never to be 
revived in any shape.” 


Dr. Davidson was mistaken. There-is now, no doubt, that the zamindars 
took little notice of the Magisttate’s injunction, and that they continued to 
realize these dues and to add to their number. With the spread of Chriséianity 
and the increasing tension between landlords and raiyats, the former were some- 
times uvable to realize the ebwuts in the villages, and they were consequently 
obliged to sue for their realization in the Courts. The view taken by the 
latter appears to have been that the dues were not legally realizable, as there 
was no provisions in Act X of 1869, which was then the Rent Jaw according 
to the provisions of which such disputes were decided, enabling a landlord 
to sue for them. In 186% the landlords suffered a serious reverse, when the: 
High Court decided ( Urjain Salt y. Anand Singh, W. R., 10, p. 257) that 
no cesses could be legally leviable in Chota Nagpur, as Act X of 1859 
was in force in the district. As explained in Chapter IIJ, it was 
extremely doubtful whether Act X was ever in force in this district, and, in 
any caso, as the district had been exempted from the provisions of the 
Regulation, which enjoined the commutation of abwabs and mahluts to cash 
payments, the decision was clearly in some respects inequitable to the 
landlords. ‘The provisions of Act X forbidding the realization of these dues 
were evidently based on the orders contained in Regulation VIII of 1793, which, 
it was presumed, had been carried out by the landlords, but which, of course, 
had never been enforced in Ranchi or Palamau. Mr. Oliphant, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Lohardaga, noted on these points as follows in 1875:— 

“A positive injustice is being perpetrated towards the landlords through the action of 
the Courts in refusing to allow abwats on the ground that their imposition is prohibited by 
Regulations VIII of 1793, V of 1812, and Act X of 1859 (8. 10), none of these Acts being 
applicable . . . ‘ ; ‘ : . 

me It is sufficient to remark now that seeing that this part of the country (Lohardaga) 

was especially exempted by Regulation [IV of 1794 from the operation of section 54 of 
Regulation VIII of 1793, it is obviously improper to force on the country a law, which pro- 
hibits the levy of all cesses, without affording the zamindars an opportunity in the first 
instance of commuting these dues to rent,” 


Notwithstanding the decisions, it is quite certain that most of the 
landlords continued to realize or levy the dues. Thoy undoubtedly had a 
grievance in that all such dues were being disallowed by the Courts; but the 
raiyats had also a grievance, if they knew it, in that the landlords were, . in 
fact, realizing numerous dae: of diverse character and recent origin, the 
imposition of which had been prohibited in 1793, 

When Act I of 1879 was enacted, provisions was made for the commuta- 
tion, of predial conditions, and their legality was again recognized; but the 
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determination of the amount of money fairly payable in licu of the conditiors 
was left entirely to the unfettered discretion of the Court. When the Chota 
Nagpur Commutation Act was enacted in 187, the law was again modified. 
The Revenue Officer was enjoined to commute the services according to 
equity ; but, in calculating the amount, he was obliged to have reyard to the 
conditions or services to which the tenant was liable according to ancient 
custom, It is not very clear what the mtention of the Legislature was. 
There were no provisions in the Tcnaney Law 1egarding the manner in which 
the dues should be calculated in ordinary suits for arrears of rent; and, as a 
watter of fact, with hardly any exceptions, the Courts piid no regard to the 
criterion of ancient custom, and generally gave decrees for all dues whieh 
appeared to have been levied at or about the time of the suit, without regard 
to their antiquity or their reasonableness, 

The isolated cases of commutation dealt with under the Commutation Act 
were dealt with on similar lines. From the commencement of the settlement 
operations, a more strict adherence to the law wus maintained. Proof of 
custom was invariably required in the Settlement Courts. Since the present 
‘Tenancy Act came into force, the law has been slightly altered in favour of 
the landlords, and the criterion of liability is now local custom or usage, or 
contract, ‘The incidence ef praedial conditions was found to be rarely, if ever, 
regulated by contract; so the criterion applied was local usage or eustom, 
aud, as local usaye does not require the same proof of antiquity as custom, 
the landlords were able to discharge the burden of proof with greater facility 
than before. It bas been sometimes said that the landlords of the district 
have suffered considerable diminution of income by the enforced commutation 
of these dues. No doubt, this is true in some cases; but the decrease is 
entirely due to the fact that illegal and unauthorized ducs, which were not 
sanctioned by custom, have been disallowed. When the history of the 
question is considered, and especially the fact that the Regulation of 1793 
contains a stringent prohibition against the imposition of all fresh cesses, 
which did not then exist, and the additional fact that the vast majority 
of the demands made by the landlords were of comparatively recent origin, 
it seems that the landlords of the district have been treited with great 
liberality. No doubt the general conditions are somewhat different in Chota 
Nagpur to those which prevail in the rest of Bengal; but it must be con- 
sidered that the realization of arbitrary gesses was entirely opposed to the 
revenue policy of the Government in other parts of the province, and, 
looking back at the history of agrarian troubles in Ranchi for the last 
50 years, it now seems clear that the special exception made in the case 
of Chota Nagpur was a misiake. ‘There hus been no more fruitful cause 
of agrarian discontent than the exaction of these arbitrary cesses aud compul- 
sory labour ; and had the Government pursued the same policy here as in 
the rest of Bengal, it is certain that much hardship, expense, and bloodshed 
would have been avoided. 

201. Incidence of preediai cozditions.-~The incidence of preedial conditions 
was found to vary in much the same way as the money rent, and for the same 
reasons. ‘They were found to be leviable on Chaitisa holdings only, that is, 
on holdings consisting of a portion of low rice land (doz) and some comple- 
mentary higuland (/anr). They were not found to be leviable by custom 
on holdings which consist of don or é¢anr only. The cash rent appears 
to have been paid for the don lands, and the rakumats and dbegari were 
payable or renderable for the complementary tanr. 

202. Rakumats.——Rakumais consisted of various payments in kind and mis 
cellaneous dues or abwabs, Their incidence varied from village to village. They 
were found to be payable per unit of land, or per tenancy, and were sometimes 
leviable on the whole village. The most common kind of raku-.aés pryable 
in kind were urid, sarguja, kupas, gundli, dhan, straw and kher. They were in 
reality a kind of produce-rent consisting of a fixed quota of the produce 
of the upland included in each tenancy; but, as they were by local custom 
regarded as preedial conditions, they were commuted as such. The other 
“class of rakumais consisted -of miscellaneous and sometimes irregular dues, 
which may be classed as abwabs, The most common items in Kanchi district 
were dasat, baila, bhatta, rasid likhai, dak mushara, neg, bardoch, sarai chaul 
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or nawa khan, danr pancha, rafters, bamboos and ght, A detailed deserip- 
tion of the varicus kinds is given below :— 


Dasai.—Is the payment or contribution made to the landlord by his 
raiyats and under-tenure-holders at the time of the Dashara festival. Some- 
times the contribution took the form of goats or buffaloes for sacrifice ; 
but payments in cash were usually made, which were known as dasainbehri 
or dasain salami. 

Batta.—Is merely an allowance for the exchange of sicea rupees into 
Company’s rupees. Under the provisions of Act XIII of 1836, sicca rupees 
ceased to be legal tender, but were receivable at the treasuries subject to 
a charge of one per cent, for recoinage. The value of the sicca rupees 
was slightly higher than the value of the present coin; and the impost was 
consequently necessary to cover loss in exchange. The origin of the impost 
was, however, apparently lost sight of, and it was feund to have been 
frequently imposed on tenancies which were created subsequent to 1836. 

Bhatta.—Is a charge to meet the expenses of the landlord and his 
servants, whenever they visited a village to collect rents, etc. 

Rasid likhai.--Is the charge which was usually made for giving 
rent receipts, It amounted to one or two annas per tenancy, but it is now 
an illegal levy, as all landlords are bound to give receipts free of charge, 
and its value could not, therefore, be allowed in commutation proceedings, 

Dak mushara.—Or dik cess is a cess which was originally levied 
by landlords to meet the expenses of the Government dak cess, which was 
imposed on zamindars for the conveyance of the dak or post. Dak 
cess has now, however, been abolished by Act IV of 1907 and the charge is, 
therefore, no longer leviable. Some landlords continue to levy it; but it is 
not part of the rent, as it is not paid for the use and occupation of land; and 
it cannot, therefore, be recovered under the provisions of the Tenaney Act, 
unless the tenant has specially contracted to pay it as part of the rent. 

Neg.—Neg means the same as dustur?, It is a customary payment waich 
was made on certain occasions, such as marriage. Meg isa general term, ¢.9., 
rasid likhai is the nzg of the person who writes out a rent receipt. 

Nawakhani or Sarai chaul.—-Nawa khani is a contribution of rice 
made by the raiyats on an auspicious day, when the winter rice has been 
harvested. 

Danr pancha.—lIs a contribution which used to be made by the raiyats 
in villages where there is a large ammount of fanr, and no attempt had been made 
to find out whether the raiyats cultivated more than they were entitled to. 

Nimako dhan.—Is dkan which used to be taken by the zamindar in 
lieu of salt. In former times, salt used to be imported by the landlords, and a 
seer was generally given to the raiyats in exchange for a ka¢ (a maund) of 
dhan, The import was frequently contioued, after the custom fell into disuse. 
A seer of salt is now worth one anna, and a kat of dhan is worth one rupee at 
least. 

Bhandari dhan, Karai dhan.—Is the contribution of dhan which 
used to be made by the raiyats for thg support of the village bhandars or lana- 
lord’s local agent. In former times, the raiyats used to give a sheaf (tara/) 
each of gorad.an, gundli and don-dhun to the bhandart. ‘The latter is now 
usually paid in cash by the landlord ; but the impost was found to have been 
retained in many villages. 

Ogra dhan.—1s the dhan which the raiyats used to contribute for the 
support of the village official who guarded the jungles. The ogra is now 
a thing of the past, but the impost was found to have been retained in several 
villages. 

‘Mahua oil and mahua beheri.—Are taxes which were found to 
have been levied in some villages for the enjoyment by the ratyats of the 
fruits and flowers of mahua trees, 

Kathar beheri.—ls a similar tax for the enjoyment of the fruits of 
“jack” trees, 

Rakhi beheri.—Is a contribution which used to be made during the . 
‘Rakhi festival.’ 

Brahman’s niksari.—Is a fee which used to be paid te the Brahmans 
as a reward for their attendance at various festivals. 
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Shikhar khasi.—Is the amount which used to be paid to the landlord 
for his baits, whenever he went shooting. 

Bardoch.—In former times the landlords of some villages used to exact 
from the villagers the best bullock of the herds. The cattle were collected 
in one place, and the landlord or his agent made the selection. The ceremony 
was known as the barad janch, of which the word bardoch appears to bea 
contraction. The origin of the impost is usually forgotten; but the tax was 
maintained as a miscellaneous abwad payable in cash. 

Panriai, Dewani, Hakimi.—Panriai is a due paid by the jagirdars 
to the Maharaja’s panre or record-keeper. Dewani is axsimilar payment, which 
used to be made to the Muaharaja’s dewan. Hakimi appears to represent the 
fees, which the Maharaja used to collect for payment of his tribute to the 
Mobamedans, These charges were collected from the jagirdars, and they 
in turn used to collect them from the raiyats, 

Thana kharcha.—Is the charge which used to be paid for the upkeep 
of the police, who wore formerly paid by the Maharaja and his under-tenure- 
holders. The police are now paid, of course, by Government, but the impost 
was found to have been continued in several villages. 

Laurdan ghi.—Is a small quantity (¢ams) of git, which used to be 
given to the landlords by the villagers at the time of the Dasas festival, 

Saltamami.—lIs a small cash payment made in some villages at the 
close of the agricultural year, when the raiyats’ accounts were settled, 

In most villages it was found that the payment of ratumats in kind had 
practically ceased, that the money values were collected instead, and in 
several estates the rakumats of all kinds.were found to have been commuted in 
practice to-cash payments generally amounting to Re. 1 or Rs, 1-8 per unit of 
area. In all such cases, wherever it was possible to determine the original 
items of rakumats, an attempt was made to find out which of the rakumats 
were payable by custom, and only the latter were allowed. In a few villages 
it was found that dasat aud batta were leviable on non-chattisa holdings, ¢.g., on 
korkar and uttakar tenancies to which no complementary ¢anr was attached, the 
reason being apparently that these cesses lsd come to be considered as charges 
payable by the villagers who hold Jand, independent of the extent or character 
of their holdings. 


203. Begari—The incidence of begari was found to vary in the same way 
as rakumats. ‘There is no doubt that at one time the raiyats of Ranchi district 
were accustomed to render a considerable amount of service for their chattisa- 
holdings, The tendency for many years has been to incresse or enhance the 
cash rent, and reduce the number of days of compu ey labour. In some 
villages it was found that the raiyats had ceased to render JSegari for 
long periods. In some only two or three days’ service were rendered in 
the year, but, in large numbers of villages, it waa found that the raiyats 
still rendered from 10 to 15 days’ service. The services were utilized for the 
cultivation of the landlord’s khus lands, and tbe harvesting of the crops. 
In addition, the raiyats assisted him by carrying loads (d/ars) for him on his 
journeys. The incidence was per tenancy and not per unit of land. Certain 
privileged castes were ordinarily exempted; and the Hindu raiyats generally 
rendered a smaller numbor of days’ service than the aboriginal raiyats. The 
landlord supplied food or drink to the raiyats whenever they worked for him 
or attended him on his journeys, and the period of labour was generally limit- 
ed to balf a day, 60 that the cash value of a day’s service rarely exceeded 
one anna. The degari rendorable in a typical village in Ranchi district was 
found to be as follows:-- 


3 days’ ploughing (Aar), 

8 days’ digging (Aor). 

3 days’ planting or sowing (ropni). 

3 days’ cutting (faint), 

1 day’s thrashing (misni’, 

1 day’s storing the grain (morabandht). 

lor ; Se carrying the landlord’s burdens on his journeys (des 
ides). 
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904. Extreme cases.—In Chainpur, Kochedega, Kurdeg, and other areas, 
in which the aborigines had joined the Christian missions either ¢n masse or in 
large numbers, it was found that they had practically ceased to render any 
services for periods varying from seven to twenty years. As the landlords had 
rarely taken any action to enforce the liability, it was held that they had 
abandoned their claims, and that, in any case, the local custom, which was the 
ground of the claim, no longer existed, Claims to the value of preedial services 
were, therefore, disallowed in these cases. On the other hand, not a few 
zamindars advanced the extravagant claims that their right to begars was only 
limited by their requirements, and several of them were found to have been in 
the habit of levying service on the most exorbitant scale. This was epecially 
true of the class of interlopers, money-lenders and others, who in several parts 
of the district have superseded the old jagirdars and feudal chiefs, Guru 
Prasad Singh of Bishunpur was found to have actually levied 50 to 60 
days’ begari per annum from each of his raiyats in several villages of 
Bishunpur outpost. These exorbitant demands were found to be entirely 
contrary to the pargana custom and usage, and, as they were otherwise 
unreasonable and consequently invalid in law, they were disallowed for 
the most part, andthe value of only 15 days’ service was recorded, and 
amalgamated with the rent. 

n intact Mundari shuntkatéit villages, as a general rule, no preedial 
dues of any kind were found to be leviable. 

205. Origin of Begari.—Dr. Davidson in his well-known report, dated 
1239, advances the theory that beguré was originally rendered by the aborigines 
to their lanalords for their Jeth-begaré or service holdings and their bhusn- 
hari or korkar lands, The latterwere lands reclaimed by themselves which, 
according to Dr. Davidson, they usually held free of rent, but subject to 
the performance of certain customary services. The theory that the bhuin- 
hari and ko kar lands were specially burdened with begurt gains some 
colour from the fact that, at the time of the bhuinhari survey, the special Com- 
missioners found that bhuénhkar? lands were then either held rent-free or at a 
quit-rent, but subject tothe rendering of a considerable number of days’ 
service 30 days). Whatever may have the original plea or ground on 
which the services were imposed, it is clear that from early times the 
landlords exacted a considerable amount of scrvice from all classes of their 
aboriginal raiyats. ‘‘ The system”, writes Dr. Davidson (1839), ‘is very much 
abused. Some proprietors or thttkadars are in the habit of cultivating a 
large piece of land, as manjiihas, and taking forced labour to an un- 
limited extent to cultivate it, in fact having no measure in their 
demands upon the Kols, until their mayhihas lands are all cultivated. 
This the Kols complain against, and in all cases when proved, I have 
punished the offenders severely ; but the system has in some places gone 
on so long, that they are able to plead custom in many instances and at first 
sight apparently with some reason, till one reflects that the poor Kols have. all 
this time been submitting to be plundered of their labour, because they do 
not know how to get redress.” Notwithstanding the abuse of the system, 
Dr. Davidson did not propose to abolish it. ‘‘ Its abolition,” he said, ‘‘ would 
unsettle all the transactions in this country”; but he proposed to circulate a 
proclamation that, under no circumstances, should the landlords levy more than 
the fair amount of begart, which he reckoned to be about 15 days. 

The expedient of the proclamation was subsequently tried more than once; 
but it failed to have any permanent effect. The origin of the system is now 
of merely academic interest, Whether Dy. Davidson’s theory is correct or not, 
it is quite certain that degurt was for almost a century before the settlement 
operations an ordinary incident of every chattisa holding. Even, where the 
system was found to have broken down, there wus nearly always proof forth- 
coming that the services had been levied in the past, save in the intact Mun- 
ari khunikatis area, where the Mundas had always successfully resisted the 
imposition. The principle of assessment appears to have undergone consider- 

‘able modification during the last century. Daring the settlement operations, it 
was found that orkar tenancies were generally altogether exempt from service, 
as also were udiakar tenancies, 7.c., tenancies to which no uplands are attached. 
The idos, and this was generally admitted, appears to have been that begars, as 
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well as rakumats, were due in respect of the uplands attached to the raiyats’ hold- 
ings instead of money rents from which they were exempted. Bethkheta and 
other service holdings were found to exist in several villages; but special services 
were attached to them, in addition to the customary services renderable by the 
general body of the raiyats. The development of the system is an instance of 
an abuse crystallizing into a custom, which became so well established that 
the Legislature was finally obliged to give it legal recognition, Yad Govern- 
ment tackled the question with resolution soon after the establishment of the 
British rule in the country, this would not have been necessary. 

206. Reduction in commuted values.—The Revenue Officer commuting pra- 
dial conditions is obliged by law to consider the incidence of the commuted rent 
(section 105). If the amount payable in commutation of the conditions 
together with the money rent exceeds the rent, which would in his opinion 
be fairly payable in respect of the holding, he has the power to reduce 
the amount, if necessary, to the extent of disallowing the values of all predial 
conditions, In general throughout the district, no recourse to this provision 
was necessary ; but in individual cases in which the landlords had enormously 
increased the number of rakumats and the amount of Jegart, reductions were 
found necessary. The maxima rates of rent including commuted values 
ordinarily allowed were— 


Rs. 5 per acre we Ist and 2nd class don, 


” 3 9988 «.. 2nd and 3rd ” ” 
Asn 6 , 4 ... For cultivated uplands (tanr). 


In some few special cases, higher rates were allowed. The rates noted 
above aro very high, and considerably higher than the average district rates ; 
but it was considored inequitable at this late stage to reduce or disallow the 
major part of conditions, the levy of which had been consecrated by custom or 
usage ; and only clearly exorbitant or extortionate demands were reduced or 
disallowed. The result of commutation hus, therefore, becn to level extreme 
inequalities ; but the vast majority of the dues, which were levied have been 
recorded and commuted, and their values have been added to the money 
rents. 

207. Produce-renis.—The amount of land held in the district under the 
bakers of produce-rent is not extensive, when compared with Bengal or Behar 

istricts. There are three systems of produce-rent in vogue, which aro 
locally known as adhbatui or sayha, saika, and maswar or kar. 

Under the adhbatai system, half the produce is payable as rent. Under 
the saika system, a fixed amount of the produce is payable, and under the 
maswer system, the raiyat pays'an amount of the produce equivalent to the 
quantity of seed sown by him. The saika system is the most profitable from 
the landlord’s point of view, as the amount of produce generally fixed is a 
heavy contribution. The heavy incidence of saika rents is due to the fact 
that they are generally levied from tenants who cultivate landlord’s manjhihas 
or ‘has lands; in former times, it was customary for the tenants of the 
village to cultivate such lands not so much for profit, as by way of rendering 
service to the landlord. Maswar rents are levied on uplands (gora or tanr 
Jands). Produce-rents are generally paid in hats of dhan. 

Prior to the enactment of the present Tenancy Act in 1908, there were 
no provisions of law forthe commutation of produce-rents as distinct from 
rakumais in Chota Nagpur. Section 61 of the Act now contuins provisions 
for the commutation of produce-rent analogous, or similar, tc the provisions 
of section 40 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Since the cold we .ther of 1948, applicatione for commuiation of these 
rents have been made by numbers of raiyats. ‘The: total number dealt with 
up to date does not, however, exceed 300. The district Courts have hitherto 
not entertained such applications; but, as the district field operations have 
been concluded, it will be soon necessary to transfer the jurisdiction to 
them. ° 

208. Principles of commutation.—There is no rule of law which prescribes 
any definite principles on which the exact money rent to be fixed may be cal- 
culated. Tho principle followed in disposing of applications for commutation 
by the Settlement Courts was, however, uniform. ts was held that the mean 
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between the arene? money rent payable for land of a similar description and 
the average net value of the produce-rent was a fair commuted value, when there 
were no special circumstances to be considered. If there are special circum- 
stances favourable to the landlord to be considered, or, if he has created special 
facilities for irrigation or made other improvements likely to improve the 
productive powers of the land, it was held that a higher rent might be equit- 
ably fixed. It was also held that, when the incidence of the produce-rent is 
exceptionally heavy, as in the case of sarka rents, the commuted rent ought 
not in any case to exceed the maximum cash-rent, which the raiyat is likely to 
be able to pay regularly and continuosly. This maximum ought not to exceed 
by more than 50 per cent, the amount, which would be fixed as the commuted 
rent of the land, in a proceeding for the commutation of predial conditions 
under the proviso to sub-section (3) of section 105 of the Tenancy Act. These 
principles have been confirmed by the decisions of the final appellate Court, 
the Commissioner, 

209. Dificulttes—In applying these principles, the only practical difficulty 
experienced was in the determination of the average net value of the produce. 
The prevailing rates of money rent for lands of similar quantity can be dotor- 
mined at once by a reference to the village record, But the amount of produce 
payable, where the system is sajha, is not so easily determined. Hardly any 
reliable books of account were available in evidence; the landlords generally 
exaggerated the outturn, while the raiyat understated it. For this reason, 
crop-cuttings were made on an extensive scale in the year 1909-10 in various 
parts of the district, and a record was made of the average outturn of various 
classes of land. The average outturn was found to be as follows:— 


2nd class don one -«s 192 maunds of dhan per acre. 
3rd ” 39 eee eee 16 9 $9 ” 
4th 4, 9 eee tae ” ” ” 


The area of first class don lands in the district is insignificant. Sufficient 
experiments were not made in the caso of the upland crops to enable averages 
to be struck. In tho case of uplands, it is algo necessary to consider the cycle 
of cultivation, as it is the custom in many parts of the district to leave uplands 
fallow, every second, third or fourth year. The important factor is, in any 
case, the rade of the don lands, In the case of satka rents, which are 
generally measured in ‘ats, the value allowed was Re. 1 to Re. 1-2 per hat of 
dhan payable. 

10. Area of lands held on produce-rent..—The table given below shows the 
areas of lands held under the produce-rent system by various classes of raiyats :-— 








Apgs OF LAND IN ACRES HELD ON PRODUCE-R ENT BY— 






















Name OF : 
Mundari .| Settled and] Non-occu- 
SUBDIVISION. khuntkattic epevaredy oooupancy | panoy cane Total. 
dars. sane raiyats, | raiyats. perp eime 

Sadar ‘ai ois 58 | 14,674 2,893 6,633 24,258 
Gamla bee eee eee 8,850 4,773 2,1 62 10,785 
Khunti eae 120 eee 4,728 4,638 960 10,446 

Total ...| 120 | 88 | 28,252 | 1v,904 | 9,755 | 45,409 








The statistics given above do not include the areas of demarcated manjhthas 
lands, which ere let out on produce reuts. In these lands, which were demar- 
eated under Act II of 1869, raiyati interests cannot acerue, and the cultivators 
of the lands are, therefore, not raiyats, but mere servants of the landlord. 
More than half the total area of the lands held on produce-rent is held by 
raiyats having rights of occupancy. The rents of these lands are, therefore, 
liable to commutation. The area of lands held by raiyate and under-raiyats on 
produce-rent is 71 square miles, 
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211. Lac.—The cultivation of lac throughout the district is sporadic, the 
roduction varying considerably with the demand, and the rents charged by the 
fundlord for the trees on which it is produced. When prices rule high, the indus- 
try receives a considerable impetus; but in some thanas, though the conditions 
uppear to be extremely favourable, it is rarely if ever grown. It is produced 
on the following kinds of trees, susum, paras, asan, dumar, bair, pakur, karam, 
pandan, sisa, pipar and putrt. The kusum and paras trees produce the best lac. 
The cost of production is trifling and the labour involved in collection com- 
paratively light, The raiyats are obliged, however, to guard against theft, 
when the lac twigs are nearly ready for cutting. A fair sized Ausum tree in 
favourable circumstances produces two crops within the year, and the annual 
value of the lac is not less than Rs, 10. Other lac-bearing trees frequently 
yield Jac to the value of Rs, 3 to Rs. 5 per annum. In areas, therefore, 
where there are numerous éusum trees, the income derived from this source is 
considerable. For instance, it is said that the raiyats of Kast Palkot derive a 
greater income from their 4usum trees than from their lands, 

212. Lac renis.—The owncr of a tree, i.¢., the person who planted or reared 
it, or his successor in interest, has an absolute right to grow lac on the tree, free 
of rent. This is the custom; but there is a tendency among certain landlords to 
ignore the fact, and to assess rents on all trees irrespective of the question 
of ownership. With regard to trees growing in the jungle or on waste lands, 
the existing custom is far from uniform. For instance, in Kochedega and 
Raidih in the vast majority of the villages, the person, who rears the lac, appro- 
priates it, without making any payment to the landlord. In a few villages, 
the raiyats pay 1 to 3 annas rent per tree. In Chainpur, tho manager of 
the Racambored Estates has sublet the right to collect lac rents to a ¢hiccadar, 
who gets what he can from the raiyats who uso the trees for the purpose. In 
thana Ranchi, landlords charge 8 annas to Rs, 8 rent per tree. The manager 
of the Government estates levies 3 annas per kusum tree, but realizes no rent 
in the case of other lac trees, In thanas Ghaghra and Gumla, no customary 
payment is usually made by the raiyats for the use of lac trees, but in some 
villages the charge is annas % to 4 per tree, and in other villages the adhbatat 
system is in vogue, #,¢,, the raiyuts pay half the produce of each tree to their 
landlords. In thana Sonahatu, the lac trees of one village have been settled 
with a thiccadar for Rs. 500 per annum, and the inhabitants of ten or twelve 
villages pay « consolidated rent of Rs. 2 to Rs. 20 for the use of the trees iu 
their villages. In Angara, dusum treos are generally assessed at 3 anuas and 
bair at 2 annas per tree. 

Only trees, on which lac is actually grown, are assessed. Not only are 
the payments made by way of rent not uniform for any considerable area, but 
they vary from time to time with the value of the lac and other considerations, 
It cannot, therefore, be said that the raiyats havo a customary right to 
produce lac on trees, which are not their own property, free of rent or at any 
fixed customary rate of rent. The existing custom or practice has been 
recorded in the village notes of each village and in the Ahatian of jungle and 
grazing rights; but, it was found impracticable to make a detailed record of 
the rent paid by each and every raiyat, as it would be of little value, except 
for the year in which it was prepared, In fact, the legal criterion of liability 
to rent for lac trees, which are not the tenant’s own property, is contract ; and 
this can only be decided in case of dispute, on the evidence available in 
each separate case. It should be noted, however, that lac rents are not part 
of a raiyat’s ordinary raiyati jyama, and he can, therefore, relinquish the 
trees, without relinquishing any part.of the lauds included in his tenancy. 
‘The existing practice being so varied, any considerable extension of lac cultiva- 
tion, it is to be feared, will give rise to serious disputes, as the raiyats atill 
rightly or wrongly cling to the idea that they have some kind of proprietary 
rights in the jungle treos, and they are, therefore, likely to resist any 
considerable enhancements of lac rents, 

213. Right to use trees.—By universal custom the person who first culti- 
vates lac on the trees‘has the exclusive right to continue doing so, subject to 
the payment of the rent (if any). 

214. Units of land measure.—As stated above, the local standards of land 
measurement are quite indefinite, and do not correspond to any uniform 
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superficial areca, For instance, 2 4at of upland means the quantity of land 
which can be sown with one kat of seed paddy. A kat of seed is, however, 
indeterminate, and varies from 20 seers to one maund. No attempt has 
ever been made to fix the area ofa fat; but, within a limited area, the 
superficial area of a kat of land tends to be the same. The units of 
measure for low lands, such as pawas and annas, are even more indeterminate. 
A pawa, for instance, in Ghaghra thana corresponds to the area which can be 
sown with 2 to 10 kats of seed paddy according to the locality. The quantity 
of seed sown is called the paran of the area. The quantity of seed necessarily 
depends on the fertility of the soil, the poorer classes of soil generally requiring 
more seed per acre. 

The area of # tenancy is generally described with referenee to the unit in 
vogue for low lands. Thus an anna ot land of ordinary chatiisa will include 
several kats of uplaud or éanr, though the tenancy is described as consisting 
of one anna of land. 

Tn the Munda country, the at is the measure frequently employed to 
describe a superficial area of low lands (don) as well a3 uplands (¢anr), though 
in other parts of the district, its use is restr’ sted to uplands. 

I attempted to prepare a table showing the different units in force in 
different. parts of the district with their approximate areas in acres. The 
latter were, however, found to vary so greatly even within the limits of 
individual thanas or outposts, that I gave up the atterpt, as the results would 
be necessarily misleading. The great varivtions are not altogether due to the 
originally indeterminate character of the local units, A favourite method 
of illegal enlancement of rent in tke district was to increase the nominal area 
of a holding, and sue for arrears of rent on it, Where this has occurred, 
the tendency is for the area of the local unit to contract. On the other hand, 
where lands fit for reclamation are plentiful, the raiyats frequently 
add the newly reclaimed areas to their existing tenancies, and pay no 
additional rent for them. In this case, the tendency is for the size of the local 
unit to expand. The land measures in vogue for lowlands ,don’ are known as 
pawas, annas, rupees and kats. The kat isthe measure in vogue for uplands, 
‘I'he subdivisions of these units are noted below: — 


C 4 kanie = 1 anna. 
on 4 annas = 1 pawa. 
: 4 pacas = 1 khari. 
2 annas = 1 adhpai (in some areas), 
2 konis = | kanwa. 
2 adhpat = 1 pata, 
| 4 pawas = 1 rupee, 
4annas = 1 kani. 
{ TIl.— {2 kanis = 1 hanwa, 
2 kanwas = 1 pawa, 
2 kanis === 1 kanast. 
The Anna wei 2 kanasis = 1 kanwa. 
4 kanwas = 1 anna. 
4annas = 1 pawa, 
The Rupee "1d pawae = 1 pupes. 
The Kat 1 khands = 20 paiias, 


“*° 12 khandw = 1 kat. 


There afe three scales of subdivisions of the pawa in vogue in different 
localities; but the pawa of one locality has little or no correspondence as 
regards area with the pawa in vogue in a different locality. The list . iven 
above is not exhaustive; nor are the subdivisions of the units always used with 
the same significance. For instance, a kanws in somo villages denotes the 
same superficial area as an anna, whereas in the ordinary scale it denotes one- 
fourth of that area. The kat is the most uniform measure of area throughout 
the district. It is the area which can be sown by a kat of seed, and approxi- 
mates to an acre. 

As instances of the variations of the rent assessed on these units, I may 
note that common rates are Rs. 2-4 per anna in Ghaghra, Rs. 6 per pawa in 
Sisai, Rs. 4 per pawa in Burmu, Re. 7 per pawa in Kuru, Rs, 3 per anna in 
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Palkot, and Re. 1 per 4aé in Torpa. These rates are exclusive of preedial 
conditions. 

215. Hals or ploughs.—In addition to these units, in a few places in Chain- 
pur and Bishunpur, the cleared spaces on the top of the hills, locally known as 
pats, are measured in hals or ploughs. These areas are mostly cultivated by 
Asura and Bhuinhars, who pay rent according to the number of ploughs which 
they have, Thus a hal of land is the area cultivated by one plough, 

216. Latha or matha,—As indicated above a unit of the ordinary chatiisa 
holding consists of don lands with a certain number of fads of tanr added in. 
Thus a chattisa holding measuring one pawa means 2 pawa of don with 8 or 10 
kats of tanr. In some parts of the country, espevially in Lohardaga and Bero, a 
second pawa of don is added, which is called the Jatha (leg) or mutha (head. In 
these cases, the first pawa is generally of inferior quality, and to compensate 
the raiyat for its inferiority, the second pawa (tae éutha or matha) is included in 
the holding, though it is assessed to rent as one pawa in area. 

217. Cultivating tenancees.—The ordinary stock of raiyati land in the 
cultivating possession of raiyats is known as rayhas, in contradistinction to the 
manjhihas, which includes all land, cultivated hy the landlords or their servants, 
or let out by them on short leases, whether privileged or not. In thana Sillt, 
the word jiban is frequently used with the same meaning as rajhas. The rayhas 
includes the following kinds of tenancies:— 


Chatiisa.—A tenancy consisting of lowland (don‘, with a quantity of 
upland (¢anr) thrown in, called Jagan or complementary tanr. 

Murile Chattisa or Uttakar.—A tenancy consisting of lowlands only. 
Murile Chattisa generally consists of a better class of land than wttakar, No 
predial conditions were ordinarily leviable on a tenancy of this kind, and the 
rate of money rent payable is also generally considerably lower than in the 
case of chattisa holdings. 

Korker.—Is the general term used to denote a tenancy consisting of 
lowlands, which have been converted from uplands (éenr), jungle, or waste 
into lowland (don) by terracing or embanking. Such lands are also known as 
sajhwat or bahbala in some parts of the district, ¢g., in the Nawagarh estate in 
outpest Angara, The term aria? ie used in these parts of the district, which 
adjoin the borders of district Hazaribagh. 

The rate of rent payable for forkar is generally half the rate 
of money rent payable on chatiisa holdings, excluding the value of pradial 
conditions. The custom is, however, not absolutely uniform. In parts of 
thana Silli, all lands reclaimed by the raiyats are assessed at +f or 3 of the 
rates of rent payable on ordinary raiyati holdings. And in some parts of the 
district, ¢.g., Biru pargana, full rates are charged. In other areas the customary 
rate is half the rate paid for utiakar holdings; and in a few villages, eg., in 
thanas Mandar and Kuru, it was found that torkar lands have been held rent- 
free from: before the time of the Bhuinkari survey. There is no doubt that 
both the raiyats and landlords recognise the equity of the custom of half rates; 
but a few powerful landlords have here and there disregarded it. Dr. Davidson 
reported in 1839 that orkar lands were held rent-free, and et only to 
the performance of about 15 days’ service by the tenant, apparently independ- 
ent of the area of the tenancy. ‘This custom no longer exists. During the 

eriod of preparation, é¢., for the first three or four years, ‘orkar lands are, 

owever, invariably held rent-free, There isa tendency on the part of some 
landlords to class Aorkar lands as wttakar, the rates of rent payable on the latter 
being generally higher. When a sorkar tenancy is abandoned by a raiyat, 
the landlord usually sublets it again as wétakar to a new raiyat. Korkar lands 
have alse been converted to utéakar by the landlords by, other means. The 
process is thus described by the attestation officer, who attested the villages 
of North and West Lohardaga:— 


“Ip numerous villages I have found that, though the tenants exist in the villages 
from a very long time, there were no horkar lands of old standing. It is certain that the 
raiyats did prepare torkar lands in the olden times; and, the conclusion, which is 
corroborated by local testimony, is that, when forkar lands used to become as valuable 
as witakar, the rate of rent was increased and the status changed to uttakar. Tho raiyats 
as usual were too feeble to protest. In many villages, the maliks have enhanced 
the original low rate, and made it equal to the witakar rate.” 
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Damgat tanr.—In the more intensely cultivated portions of the district, 
such as thanas Ranchi, Bero, Lohardaga, and Mandar, in addition to the uplands, 
which are included in chattisa holdings, there are in almost every village blocks 
of upland or ¢anr, which were found to be assessed to rent separately. This 
is known locally as damgat tanr ; and the average rent payable is four to six 

er local kaé. 
aa addition to these tenancies, there is a considerable number of Mundari 
khuntkatti, bhuinhari, and khuntkatti tenancies. The first of these has been , 
described above. The dhuinhari tenancies are thosel which were demarcated 
and surveyed under Act I[(B. C.) of 1869. They are tenures under the law; 
but, for practical purposes, they may be regarded as raiyati tenancies, = 

218. Statistics of bhuinhari lands.—The areas of all kinds of bhuinhart 
lands recorded under Act II of 1869, including lands known locally as d4uinhari, 
mahatot, pahanat, mundat, dalikatari, bhuttheta, and panhkara are shown in the 


table given below :— 
epee i A AE 
Arza or bhuinhari LANDS OF ALL KINDS IN ACRES. 

















SusDIVIsION. 
Don, | Tanr. Unoultivated. Total. 
Khunti a... eae 18,187°15 17,390:49 752°27 31,279-91 
Gumla - o- ies 18,827°20 20,052°83 1,830°99 40,711°02 
Sadar* ... | 82,720°77 27 ,966'99 5,169°32 65,857 08 
Total ies 64,685:12 65,410°31 7,752°58 187,848-01 
Area in square miles ... 101:07 102:20 12°11 215-38 





The total of 215 square miles represents the remnant of the area still held 
by the descendants of the original reclaimers of the soil (the dhuinhars) or their 
assigns, on privileged terms, in what may now be called zamindari villages, 
At the time of the bhuinhari demarcation a larger area was recorded ; but a 
- considerable percentage has passed to the possession of the landlords by sale, 
dispossession and abandonment. The status of bhuinhart lands, which have 
passed to sole landlords, was held to have merged in the landlords’ superior 
right; and all such lands have been recorded as landlords’ khas, No statistics 
appear to have been prepared by the dhuinhart Commissioners of the amount of 
land recorded as manjhihas or bhuinhart. \t is, therefore, impossible to say 
what percentage of the latter has passed to ths landlords in the interval since 
the completion of the bhuinhari survey operations. 

219. *“ Bhuinhari” a local variant of “khuntkattt.’—Bhuinhari is a local 
variant of the word khuntkatti, and many of the bhuinhari villages are villages 
in the same state of decay as a broken Mundari chuntkati: village. It has 
been sometimes said that the dhuinhars were the original owners of the soil as 
the Mundari shuntkattidars were. It is, no doubt, true that the oldest bhuinhars 
tenancies were created before the landlords established themselves in the country; 
but, it is certain that a considerable proportion of the bhuinkari landa was 

reclaimed from the jungle after that event, and the proprietary right, there- 
fore, cannot be said historically to have ever belonged to these bhuinhars; and 
many of them make no such claim save in the sense that all aborigines regard 
themselves as owners of all the lands, which they or their ancestors reclaimed. 

220. Cognate tenures.—The term bhuinhard includes the following cognate 
tenures :-~ 


(4) Bhutkheta or devil’s acre.—The term is applied to lands which are 
believed to be haunted by evil spirits, or which are dedicated to 
the worship of the village spirits (d/uts). 

There are two kinds of bhutkheta, viz., the dhuinhari bhutkheta, which is 
the property of a bhuinhari khunt (clan), and the dhuttheta which belongs to 
the whole village community. In the case of the former class of land, a 
member of the family spends the proceeds in propitiating the special family 
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spirit (bhut), The other class of diwinhari lands is generally cultivated by 
the recognized Pahan of the village, and the proceeds are spent in making 
sacrifice to the village bhuts. The whole body of villagers belonging to the 
aboriginal tribe exercise the right to appoint a Pahan at intervals of generally 
three years, and the dbhutkheta lands pass to the new incumbent for the per- 
formance of the specified duties. ‘The lands were found to be held either 
rent-free or at a quit-rent from the zamindar. 


(i) Pahanai and dalikatari—These lands are held by the village 
Pahans (priests) also for the performance of certain specified 
sacrifices, 

(ti) Panbhara,—These lands are held by the Pahan’s assistant, gener- 
ally for the performance of certain duties, such as carrying 
water, and cooking during the performance of the sacrificial 
ceremonies. 

() Mahatot, Mundai.—These are service tenures held by the headmen, 
i.¢,, the Mahtos and the Mundas. 


221. Miscellaneous tenancies.—Besides the tenancies already described 
above there are a few other kinds, viz., service holdings (naukran), geirahi and 
mardana holdings, érits, and the village Sarnas. Service holdings are held 
from the zamindar on the sole condition of rendering personal service or 
agricultural labour. No raiyati interests accrue in such lands, the holder 
being liable to ejectment according to the terms of his contract, or for failure 
to perform the specified duties. 

The geirahi and mardana lands are described in paragraph 165, Chapter IV, 

Brit puwjai.—T hese are holdings-im= possession of the recognized Pahan 
of the village or villages to which the Shuinhari operations did not extend. 
Grants made to Brahmans and Gosains for performing certain religious services 
have been also classed as brit puyat. 

The Sarnas aro the groves consecrated to the village deities, and are 
invariably the property of the village community. The trees growing therein 
cannot be cut down and appropriated either by individual landlords or raiyats ; 
nor has the Pahan any rights in the lands or the trees, save as a trustee on 
behalf of the whole community. 

Kush brit.—Theso are holdings granted to Brahmans and Gosains in 
pursuance of certain religious injunctions. They are held rent-free, and are 
resumable only on the failure of legitimate male heirs of the original grantee. 

222. Pahanai lands, ete., not alienable—The lands held by the Pahan or 
his assistants for the performance of certain specified duties aro in reality the 
property of the village community. They are, therefore, by custom inalien- 
able. The local Courts, apparently in ignorance of the character of the tenures, 
have, however, frequently allowed them to be sold in auction in satisfaction 
of decrees for debt obtained against the Pahan, and in this way many of the 
tenures have been lost to the village communities. : 

223. Illegal enhancement of rents and predial conditions.—Mr. Webster, c.s., 
who was manager of the Chota Nagpur estate for some time, and who had, 
therefore, special facilities for studying the history of the increase in rent 
charges, wrote in 1878 :-- 

‘* Rents have been raised since the permanent settlement in almost every village, This 
we know from letters in the office dated, as far as I recollect, between 1820—1*80, in 
which the writer speaks of the great and recent increase in the rate of rent from Rs. 3 tc 
Rs. 9, while now a rate of Rs. 12 and Rs. 16 and even more is not uncommon, Common 
sense would tell us that rents have been increased since the permanent settlement, asx in 
1790 A.D., the country was more than half jungle, and the cultivators were subject to 
constant raids from the Mahrattas, who carried off their crops, so that at the then price of 
rice (about two maunds per rupee) the present rates of rent could not have existed,” 

When the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, Act I of 1879, was enacted, pro- 
vision was made for the settlement of rents by legal process. It was provided 
that. the rent of an ie eet raiyat could not be enhanced save through the 
agency of the Courts, on application to the Deputy Commissioner; but  provi- 
sion was made for the enhancement of the rent of korkar tenancies under the 
terms of a written contract, or in accordance with local custom. Landlords 
were thus able to assess to rent, or to enhance the rents of, newly reclaimed 
lands aceording to custom or contract; but they were debarred from enhancing 


o 
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by private contract the existing rents of other raiyati holdings held under 
rights of occupancy. The framers of the Act evidently considered that the 
aboriginal raiyats of the district were not competent to enter into a free and 
intelligent contract with theirlandlords, It is a remarkable fact, however, 
that the intentions of the Legislature were entirely disregarded not merely by 
the Jandlords, but by the Courts, which administered the law. The landlords 
frequently enhanced the rates of rent, and brought suits for arrears at the 
enhanced rates, generally after they had been realized for a couple of 
years. Prior to the commencement of the settlement operations, the bar to 
enhancement contained in section 21 of the Act appears to have been 
never urged in these suits, though there were usually clear proo’s and even 
admissions that the rates of rent had been enhanced. The aboriginal 
raiyats themselves were, of course, ignorant of the law; but it is difficult to 
account for the fact that their legal representatives appear to have never raised 
the issue. ‘The Courts appear to have decided disputes on the basis of the 
evidence produced and the arguments adduced by the parties’ representatives, 
and, as the bar to private enhancement was never pleaded, the criterion for 
decision of the issue us to liability was practically whether the enhanced rent 
had ever been paid or not. The administration uf the law, us carried out by 
the Qourts, therefore, rendered the intentions of the Legislature nugatory. 
When the attestation of rents was taken in hand, an extraordinary state of 
affairs was found to exist. The landlords in most of the villages had illegally 
enhanced rents and collected them for years, and their action had been con- 
doned by the decisions of the Courts in numerous cases. ‘Tho enhancement 
of rent included the increase in the number aud quantity of rakumats, Indeed 
the raiyats generally submitted to-an increase in these items more freely thau 
to an increase in the money rent. The Settlement Officers were, therefore, 
confronted with a dilemma. 1f they adhered to the law, they would be obliged 
to disallow rent and rakuwmais, which had been levied often for a considerable 
period. The landlords could also plead the numerous judicial decisions in 
their favour, If the provisions of section 21 of the Act of 1879 were adhered 
to, the result would necessarily be an enormous curtailment of landlords’ 
incomes, and considerable hardship would undoubtedly have resulted in many 
cases. After some discussion, 2 compromise was effected, according to which 
all money rents, which had been paid by raiyats for a period of seven years, 
were held to be validated, provided they were fair and equitable. With 
regard to rakumats, as their incidence was often entirely arbitrary and 
irregular, strict proof of custom was always required. These principles have 
since received the recognition of the Legislature. Under section <6 of the 
present Tenancy Act, illegal enhancements of rent are validated, if they have 
been actually paid continuously for seven years before the commencement of 
the Act, and if they are not proved to be unfair and inequitable; but, in the 
case of rakumais, the criterion of legal liability is still local usage or custom, or 
contract when the tenancy commenced. The Legislature, however, while 
repairing the blunder in the administration of the rent law in the most 
equitable way, has again more definitely afiirmed the principle that no enhance- 
ment of the money rent payable by an occupancy raiyat can be made in future 
by private contract, and that no Court shall for any reasun recognize such illegal 
enhancements. ‘There is still a specific exception in the case of korkar and new 
tenancies, 

The question of the incidence of preedial service (egari) has been already 
discussed, As an extreme instance of the lengths to which some landlords 
were prepared to go, I may, however, cite the case of village Ruki in thana 
Ghaghra. The raiyats of the village were actually found to have agreed to 
render begart or compulsory labour on every alternate day to the landlord, who 
lived in the village. It seems at first sight incredible that such contracts could 
have been executed; but, as a matter of fact, though this is an extreme 
case, several such exorbitant contracts were found to have been executed 
and even registered by aboriginal raiyats. It is not to be supposed that 
these exorbitant demands did not lead to hardship. They were invariably 
the herald of agrarian discontent, and frequently have led to the ruin of 
not merely a goodly proportion of the raiyats, but of the zamindar himself. 
In the case of Ruki village, the strained relations of the landlord and tenants 
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led to continuous trouble. Finally the raiyats organized themselves in a body 
and murdered the landlord’s agent in the village. Ten or fifteen of them 
were sent to penal servitude, and the landlord has been obliged to leave the 
village. An instance of the ill effects of enhancements wrongfully obtained 
through the Courts is to be found in the case of village Sikoe, in thana Gumla. 
The landlord of this village, under the guise of a suit for arrears of rent, 
obtained a decree for rent and rakumats at about three times the then existing 
village rates, about 15 years ago, in the Munsiff’s Court at Lobardaga. The 
raiyats never paid the rents voluntarily from that date down to the period 
when the Settlement operations began. The landlord brought suit after suit, 
and only recovered his arrears after harassing and expensive proceedings. The 
result has been that he has lost all his property, and about one-thiid of the 
raiysts have either been dispossessed or abandoned the village. ‘his is 
merely a typical instance of the state of affairs, which a hopelessly wrong 
decision as to the incidence of rent has almost invariably brought about. 

224. Methods of enkancement,—Iegal enhancements of rent and rakumats 
were usually effected by the landlords by three methods :-- 


I. by subletting their villages to ¢hiccadars, with the sole object of 
effecting enhancements through their agency ; 
Il. by bringing a fictitious suit for arrears of rent in the Revenue 
Courts and suing at enhanced rates ; 
III. by private arrangement with their raiyats; 


225. The expedient of sub-letting villages to thiceadars has been a very 
common practice throughout the district, | l'ypical cases of enhancements made 
through their agency are afforded by the history of rents in Bishunpur and 
Chainpur during the last 50 years. The officer, who attested portions of the 
area, Babu Ashutosh Mukerji, a Munaiff Assistant Settlement Officer, describes 
tho history of the rise in rents as follows :—= 


“T have already spoken of the average rato of rent attested in this circle; but I think 
that I ought to describe the steps by which the original rate of rent was enhanced. The 
rate of rent per anna of land within the jurisdiction of thana Bishunpur was, 5U years ago, 
very low, viz, 10 to 12 annas only. This low rate continuod to increase at different periods, 
until it became Re. 1-4 in the villages owned by tho Bhya Guru Prasad and Re. 1-8 in 
the villages owned by the Bara Lal of Palkot.. The enhancement of rent was the work 
chiefly of the different ¢hiccadara to whom the proprietors used purposely to grant temporary 
lenses of their villages, in the expectation that they might increase the rate of rent. ‘The 
thiceadars could not but enhance the rate; for otherwise they would not be able to 
make any profits at all,the amounts of rent payable by themselves being nearly equal 
to the total amount of rent realizable from the raiyats of the villages at the time 
of the creation of the ¢hicca leases. One Kunja Lel of Ranchi furnishes a very good 
example. During the lifetime of Lachman Singh, the late father of Bhya Guruprasad 
Singh, the general rate of rent in all his villages was only Re. 1-4, but on his death, 
the majority of them wero given away by his widow in thicca lease to the aforesaid 
Kunja Lal. This event took place more than 29 yearsago. Kunja Lal by fair means or 
fonl enhanced the general rate of rent from Re. 1-4 to Re. 1-6-6 per anna of land 
and the poor raiyats had to submit to the enhancement. The original rato of annas 10, 
was first increased to annas 12, then to anuas 14, then toa rupee, and thon again tu a 
rupee and annas four; and at last if became Re. 1-6-6 por annz. Tho history of the 
enhancement of rent in the Bara Lal’s villages is similar. At present the rate of rent 
varies from Re. 1-4 {o Re, 1-8 per anna. But 50 years ago, tho rate was only annas 12 
and through the efforts of the different ¢Aiccadars and sometimes khorposhdars, this rate 
went on increasing until itcame to be Re, 1-4 or Re. 1-8. I had to attost the exiating 
rates because it was clearly established, and in many oases admitted by the raiyats that the 

rosent rates had been in existence for nearly 20 years and always for more than 7 years. 
in thana Chainpur where one anna of land includes about 2 to 3 acres of don lands, the 
existing rate is from Rs. 4 to Re. 5-6. But here also the original rate was 30 years ago Rs. 2 
to Rs, 2-8 only, and the present rate has been osteblished through the medium of gradual 
enhancements made by the khorposhdars and the thiceadars. Tho history of the increase 
in rakumats is the same. Originally both the number and quantities of the rakwmats were 
small; but the thiecadars and the khorposhdors and sometimes their zarpeshgidars also 
went on adding one item after another to those that already existed, at the same time 
increasing the quantity until they reached their present level. Of course, all these 
rakumats, which were of recent origin, were invariably disallowed ; but when it was found 
that the rakumats claimed had been paid by the raiyats for at least 20 years, they were 
frequently allowed, as the raiyats in such cases often failed to adduce any rebutting evidence 
to prove their recent origin.” 
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226. With regard to illegal enhancements through the agency of the 
Courts, the usual device of ill-disposed landlords was to prepare fictitious 
accounts for three or four years, and to grant receipts at higher rates to their 
servants, friends, and relatives, who held lands in tho village as raiyats. If 
they did not hold lands, it was easy to create a tenancy for tne nonce. When 
everything was ready, the landlord sued the whole body of raiyats for arrears 
of rent at enhanced rates of rent and rakumats. The raiyats of the landlord’s 
faction were made co-defendants. They admitted the correctness of the claim 
with regard to rates, but generally protested that they had paid the rent alleged 
to bo due. ‘lhe protest was merely meant to create the falso impression that 
they were bond fide defondants. The Courts appear to have argued generally 
that the admissions made by such defendants were ugainst their own interests 
and wore, therefore, conclusive proof of the existing rates of rent. When I was 
Sub-divisional Officer of Gumla about seven years ago, I tried some hundreds of 
these suits, and had, therefore, the opportunity of studying tho methods employ- 
ed. Inone ease which I remember, a mahayan zamindar made his brother-in- 
law co-defendant in the suit for an arrear of Rs. 4 or Rs. 5. The brother-in- 
law’s income was not loss than Rs, 4,000 or Rs. 5,000 per annum, and he was 
on the best of terms with the plaintiff. I found that this pseudo-defendant had 
come to Court with the plaintiffs witnesses, who had, in fact, carried bimself 
and his belongings from a distant village. 

The books of accouuts were often carefully prepared, and, when they were 
backed up by rent-reccipts filed by witnesses, which seemed to prove the rate 
of rent conclusively, the array of evidence often appeared formidable. The 
evidence of the witnesses, who were almost invariably tutored, was not to be 
shaken by conventional questions in crosa-examination. I remember one such 
case, in which the evidence on paper seemed to be overwhelming. When the 
evidence on behalf of the plaintiff was almost concluded, I noticed that the rent- 
receipts filed by his witnesses to prove the rates of rent ware neatly tied with 
a fine thread, whicn was certainly not manufactured in the wilds of the district. 
IT recalled one of the witnesses, and asked him where he had obtained the 
thread. After some hesitation, he replied that it was of the same material as 
the cloth (/uga) which he wore and that he had extracted it from the cloth, 1 
asked him to extract another such thread, which he did. It was obvious, 
however, that the latter thread was of entirely different manufacture, and 
when the fact was pointed out to the witness, he admitted that this was so, and 
explained that the plaintiff had given him the receipts that morning. One 
admission led to another, and the facts proved wore that the plaintiff had 
brought his array of witnesses to Gumla, had fabricated the receipts in the 
vicinity of the Court, and made over to each witness a bundle of neatly-tied 
receipts for filing as evidence in the suit, 

‘The plaintiff's suit having failed, it was necessary to accept the admissions 
of the defendants, and decrees had to be given accordingly at rates no doubt 
much less thay the existing village rates. 

During the last six or seven years, however, the J udicial Commissioners, 
Mr. Carnduff. Mr. Vincent and others, invariably insisted on a proper standard 
of proof, aud the exploitation of the Courts by such fraudulent means 
consequently ceased, 

229. Thanas Mandar and Lohardaga.—The state of affairs, which prevailed 
in parts of thana Mandar is thus described by Mr. Van Grieken, the Deputy 
Collector, who attested the rents in a large portion of the area: — 


“‘ The landlords began to make fictitious entries in their book of accounts ( jamabanais) 
usually from the road-cess returns of 1898, and, in order to secure oral evidence, they 
managed ‘to got a fow Sadans (Hindu cultivators) to side with them, by making them gif 
of land, or by allowing them to claim certain lands belonging to aboriginal raiyats and 
promising their support.” 


Babu Akhouri Gopi Kishore Lal, another Deputy Collector, deseribing the 
state of affairs in Lohardaga thana, writes:— 


Save is the case of a few villages, belonging to the Maharaja and the Bara Lal of Palkot, 
I seldom came across any systematic system of jamabandis. Some of the landlords appear 
to bave kept some sort of pipers ; but the majority produced what I may call ‘settlement 
yamabandis,’ either because they nover kept accounts systomatically before, or, more probably, 
because they were uuwilling to produce the genuine ones, These “ set‘lement yanabandis” 
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are prepared from day to day, ae the khanapuri of the village proceeds. Tho landlords 
put down the disputed plots, showing them in the possession of their partisans. They then 
irae bee of the books eerent ink and different handwriting, to represent the 
jamabandis of different years. us it is that these papers contai 

false account of the village holdings.” a Hea cn Seeley ee 


228. Private enhancements.— Privato enhancements were made directly by 
the zamindars themselves in various ways. 

Sometimes they induced their raiyats to execute agreements for higher 
rates, Sometimes they commuted the rakumats to cash and amalgamated 
them with the rent, and then began to impose fresh ones, or they increased 
the nominal area of the helding and charged the same rates on a greater 
nomina) area. The facility with which aboriginal raiyats execute kabuliats 
and agree to enhanced rents is phenomenal. No doubt, in some cases they 
do not understand the nature of the contracts into which they are entering. 
But, in many cases, it was clear that they did understand. They were 
found freqaently to have paid the enhanced rates for two or three or more 
years without demur. But, when the landlord proceeded to further exactions, 
or committed some breach of village comity, they became recalcitrant, 
and weat back to the old rates. For instance, the landlord of village 
Kharsidag in thana Ranchi enhanced the rate of rent about 12 years ago from 
14 and 18 annas per pawa to Rs. 6 per pawa. For three years the villagers 
paid the enhanced rates, and then suddenly declined to continue doing so. 
They endeavoured to obtain a reduction in the Courts, but failed. Since that 
date, the landlord has been obliged to sue.every year for his rents. Disputes 
of other kinds then arose, and the Jandlord’s agent in the village was murdered. 
The raiyats were found to have taken forcible possession of all the landlord’s 
khar lands for the last three or four years, and the lundlord himself does not 
now venture to go near the village, Such arbitrary enhancements of rates, 
whether agreed to or not temporarily by the raiyats, have invariably led to 
disputes later on, and to much hardship and suffering. Sometimes the landlord 
was seemingly victorious; but, in all cases, I believe the prolonged struggle 
has led to heavy financial loss, and the only people, who have really benefited, 
are the members of the legal profession. Imay quote a few instances of the 
results of these disputes. 

In Tikratoli, thana Bero, the aboriginal raiyats having refused to pay 
enhanced rents, the landlord began a campaign against them, and has 
succeeded, mainly through the medium of suits, in ousting the whole aboriginal 
population of the village, and has replaced them by Hindus. At Turguru and 
Sakra in the same thana, the Jandlord endeavoured to do the same thing, but 
bos hitherto failed. The procedure adopted is thus deseribed by Babu H. D. 
Roy, the officer who attested the rents :— 


“The Turguru landlord’s modus cperandi is to withhold receipts for rent and to allege 
that all lands held by Kol raiyats are service holdings. Result, the Kols have dispossessed 
him of his manghihas, and are refusing to perform services in liew of holding lands which 


ate really service lands. 
In Sakrs, o Ban‘a has taken bit by bit mokarrari leases of a large portion of the 


cultivated area from the original jagirdars, and his idea is that by taking these mokarrari 
leases he bas acquired the right to dispossoss oll the actual cultivators of the soil. 

For the last 10 years he bas been fighting with these raiyats, and, as he would not accept 
the existing rents, they are simply holding on, and depositiug very small gums in the 


treseury ae rent. . : 
These are only a few out of wany instances of disputes as to possession or liability to 


psy rente and rakumats.” 
The illegal enhancement of the rent of Mundari 4huntkatit tenancies has 


been already discussed above. 

299. The other side of the picture—It must not be supposed from the 
above that the landlords of the district as a body have systematically engaged 
in a eampaign of plunder against their raiyats, There are numerous iandlords 
in the district, 1 may specially note the Maharaja and the present Bara 
Lal of Palkot, who have always treated their raiyats with consideration 
and equity. Nor is it true that the raiyats have been always the vict:ms 
in the struggle. From the period, when Christianity began to make strides 
in the district, the Christian raiyats began to exhibit remarkable powers 
of combinaticn, and they found by no means inexpert imitators among a 
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section of their aboriginal non-Christian brethren. The favourite device 
employed by raiyats to reduce their rents was to deposit in the treasury a 
smaller sum than was really due at low rates. This device, of course, failed 
when employed against wealthy or influential zamindars, who keep proper 
accounts. But, impecunious | landlords, who could not embark on a course 
of expensive litigation, were frequently found to have withdrawn the deposits 
from the treasury and to have omitted to sue for the deficits still due. 
Having accepted the rents at the rates at which they were deposited, which 
usually included no rakumats, these landlords usually found it impossible to 
obtain decrees at higher rates subsequently. A subsidiary cause of reduction 
of rent in a few places seems to have been mistaken decisions under section 12 
of the repealed Tenancy Act. In some cases also the Courts have in recent 
years, by way of reaction from the former procedure, insisted on too high a 
standard of proof. It was not sufficiently recognized that the landlords 
of the district are a very backward race of people, and that it is impossible 
for them to produce immaculate and business-like books of account, and to 
substantiate their cases by abundant oral evidence, when all or nearly all the 
raiyats have entered into a combination to securea reduction of rent. For 
this reason, in recent years the landlords have frequently requested the appel- 
late or original Courts of the district to leave the final question of adjudica- 
tion of rates to the Settlement Officers, when the rents were being attested, 
Tn such cases, the Courts gave a decree for arrears on the evidence available, 
but left the question of rates in disputed cases open for determination by the 
Settlement Officers. ' 

The following extracts from notes written by Mr. Van Grieken and 
Mr. McPherson, attestation officers, who worked in thana Mandar, are an 
interesting commentary on the state of affairs prevailing in this area. Mr. Van 
Grieken writes :— 

“Tho majority of landlords in this area ato Baraiks (Rajputs of the Chhatriya castes) 
with a sprinkling here and there of Brahmans and one or two other castes. 

Ninety per cent. of these landlords are on exceedingly bad terms with their raiyats 
as is proved by the high incidence of disputes between them. Tiere are two or threo causes 
for this. One seems to be the prosecutions under section 12, The raiyats and landlords 
are both to blame, Taking advantage of the Governmont order and knowing that settle- 
ment operations were near, the raiyats began by offering lower rents and refusing to 
pay rakumats. They also began to deposit) rents for other lands which were not in their 
possession. They knew too that they could do this with impunity, as the landlord had 
absolutely no documentary evidence and in fact no oral evidence either.” 

Mr. McPherson writes :-— 


“The relationship between almost all the landlords and the raiyats is very strained 
Considering the number of disputes, one wonders how the parties have cultivated any lands 
in the village peaceably. The disputes about rents frequently arose in this manner— 

Tho raiyats offered rents at lower rates than those demanded by the malik and asked 
for receipts at these rates. The landlords had got to accept such rents or sue the raiyats. 
The latter course they found was unprofitable as they had no documents to support their 
claims, and no raiyats would speak in their favour. Consequently in most cases, they accepted 
the rents offered by the raiyats, but entered their own scale of demands in the rent-receipts, 
and for this they were fined under section 12 (section 54 of the present Tenancy Act). 
Now, although the summary decision in the proceeding did not make the question of rates 
res judicata, it has been found that in no case did the lendlords succeed in proving higher 
rates, subsequently. After the decisions in such cases, the raiyats deposited their rents in 
the Government treasury, knowing that the landlords had no documentary evidence or that 
it was discredited. The raiyats even began to deposit rent for lands which were not in their 
possession, generally the landlord’s or his servants’ lands. Being well organized and having 
the upper hand they often forcibly took possession, The landlords, on the other hand, were 
not idle. When they found they had failed for want of documentary evidence, they began 
to remedy this defect, and to prepare a number of “old” jamabandis, taking as their 
basis, the old road-cess returns, which ure themselves generally incorrect. Receipts, at least 
the counterfeils, were written up at the rates claimed by the landlord, especially in cases 
where the raiyats had simply withheld their rents and had not deposited. The “Sadan” 
(Hindu) raiyats were gained over by grants of land, and rent receipts were granted to them 
for other raiyate’ lands. Servants and relatives were granted rent receipts, and wore incited to 
claim the raiyats’ lands. Suits were ‘brought against these people, and collusive decrees 
obtained, in order to establish a fictitious standard of rent,” 


930. Increase of rent not synonymous with enkancement,—It should be noted 
that increases in rent were not always synonymous with enhancement in rates. 
In some parts of the district, where reclamation is going on rapidly, there is 
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tendency on the part of the raiyats to include new holdings (Aorkar) in their 
old tenancies, without paying additional rents. The landlords frequently 
adopted the measures ready to hand to counteract this tendency, the remedy 
being to increase the rates, the normal area remaining the same, 

The objection to this procedure is, of course, that it is necessarily arbitrary. 
It takes no account of the privileged character of korkar holdings, and the same 
rates of rent were levied from all the villagers, whether they had increased the 
area of their original] holdings or not, 

231. Important considerations.—The results of the Settlement operations 
and the prolonged and extensive enquiries made by the settlement Officers ap- 
pear to show that the aboriginal raiyats of the district are not competent to 
enter into a free and intelligent contract with their landlords regarding the in- 
eee of rent, and that, in any cage, it is not sound policy to allow them 
to do 80. 

It also appears to be clear that the Revenue Courts of the district have, 
in the past, failed to administer the Tenancy Law properly. This was due 
two causes, viz., the negative attitude adopted by them, which assumed 
that the contestunts were equally represented and on equal terms, and 
the prevailing ignoiance of local customary law and agrarian conditions. 
The lattcr was no doubt the main cause. No sufficient data were available to 
enable the Courts to weigh the probabilitics with any reasonable chance of 
success, and without the record-of-rights, which has now at length been pre- 
pared, it was really impossible to secure an cquitable or effectual adminis- 
tration of the agrarian laws. 

232. Inconsistencics in policy.—The policy pursued by Government and the 
procedure of the Courts have been also frequently inconsistent and lacking in 
thoroughnoss. It has been already explained why the operations under the 
Chota Nagpur Tenures Act failed. 

The manner in which predial conditions were deslt with is remarkable 
for its inconsistency. By Regulation VIII of 1793, the landlords throughout 
Bengal were enjoined to consolidate all cesses with the asal rent, and definitely 
prohibited from assessing any new cess and rakumats (abwahs), which were not 
in existence at that date. The district of Ranchi with other parts of Chota 
Nagpur was, however, specially exempted by section 2 of Kegulation LV of 1794 
from the operation of the former injunction, though the landlords were 
still prohibited from assessing new cesses, ‘The latter prohibition was entirely 
disregarded, and matters came to such a pass that about the year 1827, the 
Magistrate of Ramgarh issued a suimary order enjoining their total abolition. 
lor. Davidson, writing in 1839, appears to have thought that the question 
of abwabs had been finally disposed of by this order. In this he was 
mistaken. The landlords continued to levy the charges and to create new 
imposts. In 1869, the High Court disallowed them, as non-realizable under 
the luw, In 1879, the Legislature again gave them legislative recognition, 
but laid down no exact criterion of liability. The Courts, apparently in 
ignorance of their history, allowed them wholesale without any reference to 
their antiquity or reasonableness. In 1897, a Commutation Act was passed, 
which, amongst other matters, provided for their voluntary commutation. A 
number of applications were disposed of by the district Courts. The latter 
were enjoined by law ¢o have regard to those services and conditions which 
were leviable by ancient custom; but the injunction was disregarded in prac- 
tice, and all conditions, which were proved to have been levied at the time, 
were commuted. When the Settlement operations commenced, the Commu- 
tution Act was again amended, and the Revenue Officers of the Settlement 
department were enjoined to commute to cash only such charges as were 
proved to be leviable by ancient custom, and at the same time arrangements 
were made for their compulsory commutation throvghout the district. This 
procedure created serious discontent among the landlords, who could plead the 
procedure of the district Courts, the more so, as the law prescribing the pro- 
cedure for voluntary commutation still continued to remain in force. The law 
was again amended in 1908, and the criterion was made local usage and 
custom, or contract when the tenancy commenced; and, at the same time, the 
proof of local usage was made easy by shifting the burden of proof to the 
raiyats, whenever the landlord could prove that the conditions had been levied 
for five years continuously. 
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The history of the manner in which money rents were dealt with 
presents analogous features. 


233. Origin of rent—-In considering the question of future enhancements, 
the origin of rent charges is an important consideration. The history of their 
imposition in the district may be described in a few words. The Maharaja of 
Chota Nagpur was the first feudal chicf of the-aborigines, who settled in, and 
eleared, the country. The latter agreed to pay him a small tribute, which 
appears to have been permanently fixed. The tenacity and the success with 
which the Mundari 4hunthattidras in intact Mundari chuntkatéi villages have 
clung to the idea that the tribute payable for their villages was fixed appears 
to confirm this theory. It is also clear, in view of the very light assessment of 
revenue payable to Government for the Chota Nagpur estate (Rs. 15,000), 
that even as late as the en of the cighteenth century the Maharaja realized 
only a small tribute from his subordinates. In the course of time, a small 
number of subordinate feudal chiefs established themselves in the country, 
and they also received a fixed tribute; all these ancient chiefs were aborigines in 
origin. When they became Hinduized, and intermarried with Hindu fami- 
lies, they began to introduce Hindus into the country ona large scale and to 
give them jugir grants for maintenance. The original status of these jagirdars 
is peculiar. They did not conquer the country, nor can they plead even the 
right of conquest as the basis of their title. They merely took over the 
right of the Maharaja and other feudal chicts to receive tribute from the 
inhabitants of certain defined tracts; but in reality they received roving com- 
missions to go forth and exact what they could in the tracts assigned to them; 
and this they did effectively. Large numbers of them established themselves 
in the country at comparatively recent periods and since the British occupation. 


As has been explained before, the Britis’ made no real attempt to govern 
the district before the establishment of the South-West Frontier Agency in 
1834. The jagirdars had, therefore, a free hand, and their superior intel- 
ligence and organization enabled them) to establish a sort of supremacy in 
the country. The British Courts from the commencement treated them as 
Bengal zamindars, and they have now, no doubt, a prescriptive right to that 
status. 


This is the history in brief of all the more settled portions of the district. 
It is true that several of the outlying parts of the country were cleared 
and settled after the zamindars had established a supremacy within these 
tracts. 


The aboriginal races of the district, however ignorant, understand 
perfectly well the origin of rent. All their traditions point to a time when 
they held their lands rent-free, or at quit-rents, and this is the real basis 
of their objection to enhancements in any shape or form, however reasonable 
they may seem according to modern conditions, As their ancestors agreed 
to pay only a fixed tribute to their feudal chiefs, they cannot conceive of 
any inherent right of the jagirdars to imcrease or enhence the rents of their 
holdings; nor do they in their mnermost minds admit that the latter have 
any prescriptive rights, 

Messrs. Slacke and Lister in their joint note have described the origin 
of rent in the Mundari area as follows :— 


“There is little documentary evidence regarding the early history of the Mundaris; 
but it appears to be a common feature in all their traditional stories that the recognition 
of the primacy of the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur was a voluntary act on the part of the 
majority of the village communities; and this recognition was the first derogation from 
the rights of full proprictorship of the village community. Tradition agrees with a prtor¢ 
inferences in ascribing a very small value to the dues renderable to the Mabaraja, For 
it is quite certain that money dues must have boen light up to the period of the British 
ocoupation; and even now Rs. 5 is the normal annual rent payable by an intact khunthutti 
village. Hegari, oven if ever rendered at ail, must have been an insignificant and rarely 
recurring service in the case of villages at all remote from the Maharaja’s residence; and, 
if “aids” were ever rendered, they must, being perishable goods, have been limited in 
amount to the capacity of consumption in the Maharaja’s establishmont. The story of 
the Mundaris is shortly this: “The Maharaja delegated his rights to khkorposhdars or. 
to his Hindu protégés, and contributions of béegari and ‘aide’, which had been unfelt 
when distributed amongst a thousand villages, became onerous when borne by a few only. 
Moreover, these petty tenure-holdera were not content with receiving the small sum which 
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constituted the village quit-rent payable to the Maharaja. They began by demanding a 
portion of the oultivated land for their maintenance, the cultivators of which were to pay 
rents direot to the tenure-holder. This vajhas as it is called in thana Tamar (where its origin 
is so recent as to be unambiguous) was extended by the inclusion of all lands subsequently 
added to the cultivated stock; and the area of khuntkatti land was thus intended to become 
fixed.” 

Thus the theory arose that in the typical Ranchi village there are three classes of land, 
viz., (1) bhewinkari, or the original clearings of the village clan; (2) rayhaa, or the rest of the 
cultivated village lands; (3) those portions of cultivated land which had come into the 
personal cultivation of the tenure-holder. This theory fits in with the appearance of existing 
facts, and supports the claims of the tenure-holders to be considered landlords, in the Bengal 
sense, of the whole of the village; but historically it is demonstrably falso. The true 
facts are not only indicated by the Mundari tradition, but are proved by the evidence of 
villages exhibiting at the present day each successive stage of decay from the intact 
Mundari khuntkatti type; whilst the impossibility of applying the ordinary theory is 
conolusive proof of its historical falsity. 

Now the grievances of the Mundaris are peculiarly aggravated by the fact that the 
successive loss of all the rights of ownership until their present status has become practically 
that of ordinary raiyats has been brought about, not by the deliberate decision of 
Government, based on a full review of the facts, but by the imporceptible operation of 
impersonal legal principles, the suitability of which to the local environment was never 
adequately considered. ........Macaulay in his speech on the need of codification emphasised 
the value of uniformity where uniformity is possible. Had the attendant warning regarding 
diversity been heeded, the Mundaris of Chota Nagpur, a race whose language proves them 
fo belong to an early stage of human development, would not have been given an agrarian 
law and legal principles derived from the peculiarities of historically unconnected races. 
The Evidence Act and the Civil Procedure Code may or may not be suited to the needs of 
alvanced commercial communities; for jungle tribes they are grotesque instruments of 
oppression.” 


CHAPTER VI. 
Lanpiorps’ Prtivireerp Lanps. 


234. When the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act came into force, the Local 
Government decided that it would be expedient to make a final recordof land- 
lords’ privileged lands throughout the district. Notifications were accordingly 
issued under section 119, and the record of such Jands has now been com- 
pleted for the whole district. At the time of writing, the final publication 
hus not been concluded, and it is still possible for the parties interested to 
institute suits in the Settlement Courts, to contest the correctness of the 
entries or omissions therefrom. It is, however, safe to assume that there 
will be very few, if any, such suits, and the statistics, which are now avail- 
ble, may, for all practical purposes, be considered correct. The record was 
prepared simultaneously with attestation in the last two years’ ficld opera- 
tions. For the rest of the district, it was necessary to depute special.ofiicers 
to prepare the records at convenient centres, on the basis of the settlement 
records, which had been already completed from final publication, Babu 
Akhouri Gopi Kishore Lal, Deputy Collector, prepared the record for the 
whole of the Gumla subdivision, except thana Sesai. Babu Hari Das Roy, 
another experienced Assistant Settlement Officer, was responsible for the pre- 
paration of the records in the major portion of the Khunti subdivision. 

235. Procedure—As the preparation of the record was compulsory, it was 
necessary to enquire into the existence of landlords’ privileged lands, whether 
they were claimed by the landlords or not, and this was invariably done. 
The attestation officers, who prepared the record, informed the landlords of 
the general character and finality of the proceedings, and a notice was posted 
in each camp informing persons interested that the record would be prepared, 
village by village, at the same time as attestation. For the rest of the district, 
special precautions were necessary to ensure that the landlords were cognizant 
of the general character of the enquiries to be made. General notices wera 
accordingly published some months beforehand and posted at thanas, hatcharis, 
and in the villages affected. Besides the general notices, a special notice 
was served on each tenure-holder, whose name appeared in the “hewat as 
being in possession of lands, calling upon him to appear on a fixed date at a 
snecified centre and prefer his claims (if any). ‘The subsequent procedure 

. 
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was the same as in ordinary settlement operations. After completion of 
the records, they were draft published, and objections under section 83 were 
entertained and disposed of. The number of the latter was insignificant (875). 
No enquiries were made in villages, in which there were demarcated manghihas 
lands, nor in intact Mundari khunttatti villages. In the former case, the claim 
to privileged lands is barred by law (section 124); and, in the latter case, as the 
joint Mundari Lhuntkattidars are the co-owners of the villages themselves, and 
final and conclusive records of the incidents of their tenancies had already 
been made, landlords’ privileged lands can not exist within their limits. 
Besides, as occupancy rights accrue by local custom in all lands included within 
Mundari khunikattidari tenancies, such lands cannot be “privileged” in the 
sense in which landlords’ privileged lands are defined in section 118 (1) of the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act. 

236. Progress-—The preparation of tie record for the Khunti sub-division 
was commenced in August, 1909, and concluded in February, 1910. The pro- 
gramme for Gumla sub-division was commenced in the first week of September, 
1909 and concluded in the last week of March, 1910. Tho records went through 
the usual processes in recess subsequently, viz., check, copying, and final check. 

237. Principles elicited in the enqury.—-During the enquries it was found 
that all lands in the khas cultivation of a landlord are locally known as manjhihas. 
The word manjhihas has a special legal significance in connection with the pro- 
ceedings under the Chota Nagpur Tenures Act | 11 (B.C.) of 1869]. No occupancy 
rights can accrue in manjhihas or beth-kheia lands demarcated under that Act, 
however long the possession of the tenant. There is besides a wide difference 
between the meaning of the word manjhthas as locally used and the meaning of 
landlords’ privileged lands as defined inthe Tenancy Act. Under the provi- 
sions of section 118(1), the criteria for the latter are: — 


(4) The lands must be cultivated by the landlord himself with his own 
stock or his own servants, or by hired labour, or they must be 
held by a tenant ona lease for a term of years or year by 
year. 

(ss) The lands must be locally recognized as lands in which occupancy 
rights do not accrue by local custom. 


In applying these criteria, some difficulties wore encountered. The land- 
lords generally claimed that all lands in their khas possession and such as were 
let out to raiyats on produce rent or as service tenancies should be recorded as 
privileged. The raiyate as a rule displayed little interest in the proceedings, 
as they did not ordinarily affect lands in their own possession. It was, there- 
fore, necessary for tho investigating officer to institute independent enquiries of 
his own accord to discover the original character of the lands. It is undoubt- 
edly the custom that occupancy rights do not accrue by custom in lands 
prepared by the landlords themselves or their servants on their behalf. Such 
lands are fairly numerous. Abandoned holdings and lands of which the 
raiyats have been dispossessed from time to time, which really constitute the 
bulk of the landlords’ khas lands, are locally regarded in a different category, 
as regards the question of the accrual of occupancy rights, though they are 
also loosely denominated as manjhihas. All such lands belong to the common 
raiyati stock, and they do not lose that character merely because they have 
been transferred to the landlords’ possession. 

By applying the criterion of local custem regarding the accrual of 
permanent raiyati interests in the lands, it was possible to dispose of the vast 
majority of the claims satisfactorily. The fact that permanent raiyati 
interests do accrue by custom in any lands is always certain proof that they 
were originally raiyats’ holdings. There was rarely any dispute as to the 
evstom. In many casos, it was possible of course to find out the names of 
the persons who originally cultivated the lands as raiyats But in some cases, 
this was not possible owing to the long period of agrarian strife, and to the 
incessant and continuous disturbances of possession in cultivating tenancies, 
In a small number of cases, it was not possible to determine with certainty 
whether the lands were originally prepared by the landlord or not. But 
whenever it was found that the lands had been in the khas possession of bis 
family for two or three generations and had been always treated as privileged, 
the claim was allowed. 
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A useful criterion for the determination of the issue in such cases is the 
system of management. For instance, if the lands have been let out on strict 
conditions on a system of produce rent, such as soika, an inference may be 
iawn Jrom the fact that the lands were regarded by the landlord as privileged. 
\t is the custom to lease yenuine landlords’ privileged lands on such conditions, 
‘hough, of course, if does not follow that all lands so leased are privileged. 
if, on the other band, they have been leascd out for indefinite periods or on 
cash rentals for considerable periods, the inference is that they really belonged 
to the raiyati stock, In the absence of other evidenco, these criteria were 
applied in a small minority of cases. Claims were sometimes made to record 
uncultivated lands, such as mango groves, as privileged; but the law clearly 
contemplates the record of cultivated lands only, and all such claims were 
therefore disallowed. 

238. Legal bars.—In numerous cases it was found that landlords had failed 
to comply with the provisions of the Jaw necessary to safeguard their peculiar 
rights in privileged lands. If a landlord wishes to bar the accrual of occu- 
pancy rights in privileged lands, in the case of lands leased out to tenauts, 
he must now take the precaution of leasing them only for a term of years or 
year by year, and from the 1st April, 1909 all such leascs had to be in writing. 
if he fails to comply with these provisions, occupancy rights accrue in the 
cust of settled ralyats, as soon as the settled raiyat is admitted to occupation, 
und in the case of other raiyats after twelve years’ possession. Before the 
Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act (Act VI of 1908) came into force, the provisions 
of law were not so stringent ; the law_of the “ settled raiyat” was not in force 
in Chota Nagpur, and written leases were not obligatory. But occupancy 
rights accrued by twelve years’ cultivating possession to all raiyats cultivating 
lands locally known as manjhthas or mij-jote, when the landlord had not taken 
the precaution of leasing them out for a term of years, or year by year. 
Several of the more important zamindars, it was found, had failed to comply 
with these provisions. The leases given by them of their privileged lands 
were often for indefinitely long periods, and most of them failed especially to 
comply with the provisions enforcing written leases from the 1st April, 1909. 
‘he consequence was that the privileges attaching to these lands have been 
lost to these landlords, and the lands themselves are now included in the 
raiyati stock. 

The zamindars, who lost most heavily im this respect, were the manager 
ot the Wards’ and Encumbered estates, the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur, and the 
Vara Lal of Palkot, the first especially. ‘The system in vogue under the 
Iucumbered Estates management is to lease out the privileged lands to 
thiccudars, who sublet them to raiyats, generally without any written leases, 
The dhiccadar is a tenure-holder, and occupancy rights accrue to the raiyat 
introduced by him on the lands under the statutory law. The remedy is of 
course to let out such lands in future to radyats under written leases for a 
term of years, The latter system is preferable even from the point of view 
oi management, as the ddiecadars make an intermediate gain, and there is no 
reason why the estate should not reap the full profit. 

239, Statistics—The statistics showing the areas of the land recorded as 
privileged in each thana and outpost will be found in the appendices with 
other details, The percentage of lands recorded as privileged to the total 
cultivated area of the villages dealt with was 6°88 in the case of low 
lands (don) and 4°26 per cent. in the case of uplands (éanr), or 5°12 per cent. 
tor both kinds of lands, While the percentage of don fields recorded was 
practically the same as the percentage recorded as manjhikas by the Special 
Commissioners in the areas dealt with by them, there was a noticeable increase 
in the percentage of uplands recorded as privileged, viz., 4:26 as against 2°62. 

The main reason for this increase is to be found in the fact that at the 
time of the dhuinhari survey, uplands were considered to be of little value. 
The landlords, therefore, did not include much uplands in their claims, With 
the increase of the population, the extensive clearings made during the last 
20) years, and the opening up of the country, uplands haye become more 
valuable; and, during the enquiries, the landlords consequently claimed every 
inch of uplands as privileged, to which they could advance any reasonable 
elsim. In addition, in the jungle areas of Bano, Kolebira, Kurdeg, Bishunpur. 
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Raidih and Palkot, many of the landlords belong to the Rautia, Binjhia, 
and Kharia castes. Landlords of these classes generally plone. with their 
own hands, and they have reclaimed a good deal of jungle lands themselves. 
They were, therefore, able to prove that a considerable quantity of uplands 
claimed was land which they or their ancestors had themselves reclaimed, and 
these uplands were recorded as privileged. 

240. The table given below shows the areas of landlords’ privileged 
lands, manjhihas and beth-kheta lands, and other lands held thas by the landlords 
of the district :— 


ats of 4 Area of | 
manjhihas an | \4ndlords’ priv-| Landlords’ 

















SuBDIVISION. beth-kheta lands| - : Torat. 
(Act IT of 1869) cae sah in| dakast lands. 
in acres. | zi 
Gumla ‘ez 36 27,875°60 80,279°56 78,264°49 181,419-65 
Khunti ... ies 9,3828'°77 9,299°16 83,812°67 51,940°60 
Sadar ees ae 19,718°58 2,047-69 §4,225°16 75,986°43 
Total ase 56,917°95 41,626°41 160,802°32 259,346°68 
ee em Cree | ew [a nee: | ee Oetee ——e 
Total area in square miles 89 65 251 405 








Of the total area of the district, only 3,614 square miles are under 
cultivation at present. The landlords, therefore, hold 11:2 per cent. of the 
total calevated area either ‘has, or as privileged lands sublet on short-term 
leases; and this area comprises @ high percentage of the most valuable 
lands in tho district. 


241. Manjhihas and bith-kheta.—The manjhihas and beth-theta lands 
referred to above aro the landlords’-privileged lands, which were surveyed and 
demarcated under the Chota Nagpur Tenurer Act of 1869. 


They are at the absolute disposal of the landlord, and no rights of occu- 
pency or even of non-occupancy can accrue in them in any circumstances 
Beth-kheta lands are, asthe namo implies, lands set apart for the purpose 
of service. The villagers, who cultivate them, render special services to 
the landlords; or, they are cultivated by the whole body of villagers, who 
enjoy the produce in common and render the fixed number of days’ 
service to the landlord in return, Afanjhihas means literally the head- 
man’s share. The word appears to be an interesting survival of the time, 
when the villages were ruled by beadmen, and landlords had no jurisdic- 
tion in the village economy. The landlords have appropriated this heritage, 
and demarcated manjhihas jands now mean lands in the possession of the 
village landlord, and at his absolute disposal. Under the Act of 1869 all 
lands were demarcated as manjhihos or beth-kheta, which tbe landlords could 
prove to have been in their possession for more than 20 years before the 
peas of the Act. A considerable proportion of these lands were lands which 
iad been originally reclaimed by the raiyats or shuntkatiidars of the villages, 
hut which had been appropriated by the landlords in the course of time. 
The principles on which landlords’ privileged lands were recorded under 
section 119 of the present Act were altogether different. 


242. Cosis.—The costs of the operations under section 119 throughout 
the district did not exceed Rs. 8,000. The whole cost has been amalgamated 
with the cost of the general settlement operations, and no special charges 
were recovercd from the landlords. Considering the importanco and the 
finality of the record, the expenditure was insignificant ; and the rapidity 
with which the record was completed ata very smallcost is a signal ins. 
tance of the efficacy of a r.cord-of-rights asa basis for the settlement of 
acute agrarian problems, The bhuinkari operations took over 10 years to 
complete, and the cost of the operations was Rs, 2,69,887. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
TENURES, 


243. The cultivating tenancies, some of which are technically tenures, 
have been already described. It is proposed to give here a brief account of 
the ordinary zamindari tenures found in the district. 

244. The Maharaja's khas estate——The Maharaja of Chota Nagpur is the 
proprietor of the whole district, except 53 square miles, which appertain to 
the Padma and Kashipur estates, Of the total area, he holds 724 square miles 
khas, the rest being held by various tenure-holders under him. There are 
usually only one or two degrees of sub-infeudation. 

_ 245, Distribution of tenures.—The table given below shows the distribu- 
tion of tenures to the first degree of sub-infeudation, with the areas occupied 
by the various classes of tenure-holders in square miles :— 
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* Includes khunthkatti tenancies held direct from the proprietors. 
t Includes 14°04 square miles doami or bemiyudi thiccas of Silli and Angara, 


246. Jagirs.—The jagirs are the most numerous and most important 
class of tenures in the district. ‘They may be described under two heads, viz., 
special jagirs and service jagirs. 

247. Special yagirs.—'The special jagirs consist of grants of villages to 
relatives or servants of the various Maharajas and to other persons, who rendered 
sume services or performed feats which were considered specially meritorious, 
As instances of the last kind, 1 may note the following grants of villages situated 
within the liwits of the present thana Ghaghra. Village Hahri was given to 
a composer of ex=tempore poems with whose skill the Maharaja of the day was 
greatly pleased. Village Ghoratangar was granted to a noted wrestler for his 
feats of strength. Seven villages were granted to old domestics of the 
‘raj household, one to a ‘ darwan,” one to a “sepoy,’ one to a 
hukabardar (a person who prepares the Maharaja’s hukah), one to a kotwal, and 
three to ordinary body servants. Eight villages were granted for special 
services rendered, six as murkatti to persons who killed enemies of former 
Maharajas under his orders, and two others for miscellaneous services. 

248. Service jagirs.—The origin of the service jagir 1s as follows :-—Prior 
to the establishment of British dominion, the chiefs of Chota Nagpur were 
constantly engaged in petty warfare, sometimes with their own vassals and 
sometimes with neighbouring potentates. ‘l’o protect their own country from 
invasion and to control their own turbulent vassals, a standing force or militia . 
were required. For this purpose, the chiefs made grants of willages—often 
entirely ignoring the rights of the cultivators—to suitable persons, on condition 
of their keeping a force always ready to come to ‘heir support, when required. 
These jagirs are, therefore, feudal tenures, ‘‘the counterpart,” as Mr, Cuthbert 
describes them, “to those engagements which existed to so great an extent in 
Europe during the middle ages.” When peace was restored by the British 
Goverument, the necessity for this military service ceased. ‘The services were, 
therefore, remitted, and in lieu a cash rent imposed, as well as some pradial 
dues (rakumats), ‘he latter have now been commuted to cash payments. The 
jagirdars have, in fact, become in course of time ordinary zamindars owing 
no special obligation to their former feudal chief, save the payment of a 
small quit-rent. Besides the feudal jagirs, there are a few other kinds of jagir 
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tenurcs of a more modern character, which were created for the rendering of 
special services to the Maharaja. 

249. Khorposh tenures.—Khorposh tenures consist of grants of villages or 
portions thereof made to relatives by way of maintenance. Owing to the 
almost universal prevalence of the law of priniogeniture, the eldest son succeeds 
to the landed property ; but, by custom, he is obliged to make maintenance 
grants to younger brothers or other near relatives. When an estate is resumed 
in default of male heirs, it is the invariable custom to make a khorposh grant to 
the widow (if any) of the deceased jagirdar or other tenure-holder, for support 
during her life time. 

250. Religious brits —The religious brits are grants of villages or portions 
thereot to Brahmans for the due performance of worship (puja), cr for the 
maintenance of temples. In some cases they have been granted as dav or 
absolute grants to the vyrantee. According to Hindu usage such absolute gifts 
are not resumable in any circumstances by the grantor ; but, in this district, 
they fall in to the parent estate, in default cf male heirs of the original 
grantee. 

951. Mokarrari and thicca tenures.—The mokerrart and thieca tenures 
require no special description ; but even mokarrari tenures are, according to the 
custom of the district, usually resumable in default of male heirs. There 
are numbers of rent-free tenures. 

252. Incidents of tenures.—It is impossible within the time or space at my 
disposal to discuss in detail the incidents of these various kinds of tenures. [ 
propose, therefore, to discuss some salient points only. 

The term jagir invariably connotes resumability, that is, the tenure lapses 
to the parent estate, in default of legitimate male heirs of the original grantee. 
This is also true of nearly all the other important tenures, which exist in 
the district. This condition is not always definitely stated in the deeds under 
which the jagirdar holds ; but, if the tenure was originally a jagir grant from 
the Maharaja’s estate, the custom is none the less certain. It appears that, 
previous to the permanent settlement, the Maharaja did in some cases exercise 
the right to resume these tenures at will; but in fact the power to resume such 
vrants as existed at the time of the permanent settlement, without the consent 
of Government, was expressly taken away by the patia granted to Raja 
Dripnath Sabi, nor has the Maharaja since put forward any claim to resume 
them, except on failure of male heirs. 

258. Custom of primogeniture—Jagir tenures are also not partible. The 
law of primogeniture is the rule in the Maharaja’s family. The eldest son, 
therefore, succeeds to the estate, the younger brothers being entitled only to 
maintenance grants. ‘Lhis custom has always regulated the succession to landed 
property among the various jagirdars and other tenure holders, who are of 
the same family as the chief. Not only is this so, but nearly all the subor- 
dinate tenure-holders, who are not of the same family, lave adopted the same 
custom of succession to the exclusion of the ordinary Hindu law of inheritance. 
Its prevalence is so marked that even members of the lower castes, who become 
land-owners, such as the Rautias and Kurmis, usually adopt it. The antiquity 
of the usage is proved by the fact that it was recognized by the Legislature as 
early as the year 1800. By Regulation X of that year, the provisions of 
Regulation XI of 1793, under which the estates of proprietors of land dying 
intestate were declared to be liable to be divided among the heirs of the 
deceased agreeably to the Hindu or Mahomedan laws, were declared to be 
inapplicable to the jungle mahals of Midnapore and other districts (see 
Appendix X), It was further enacted that 
“the Kegulation of 1793 shall not be considered to supersede or affect any established 
usage which may have obtained in the jungle mahals of Midnapore and other districts, by 
which the succession to landed estate invariably devolves to a single heir without the division 
of the property. In the mahals in question the local custom of the country shell be 
sontinued in full force, as heretofore, and the Courts of Justice shall be guided by it in 
the decision of all ciaims which may come before them to the inheritance of landed property 
situated in those mahals.” 





The opinion of all the officers of Government, whe have studied the 
question, are unanimous on the subject. For instance, Colonel Dalton, the 
Commissioner of the Division, who spent 18 or 19 years in Chota Nagpur and 
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who made a special study of local usages, wrote in 1875, at the end of 
his period of residence in Nanchi :— 

‘‘ The ordinary Hindu law does rot apply to these estates (jagirs), as, by custom «und 
under the provisions of a Regulation assed in 1800, primogeniture is admittedly the /ex loci,” 
About the same time, Captain Lewis, who was manager of the Chota Nagpur 
estate, stated :-— 

“It is tho custom in this district for property tu descend to the eldest son elone, and 
none of the other sons have interest or share in the property beyond being granted some 
villages as maintenance. The Regulations regarding partition are, therefore, inapplicable 
to the district.” 

Apart fro:. these opinions expressed by expericnced and competent 
officers, there are two other facts which appear to prove conclusively that 
primogeniture is the lex inci, The intelligent zamindars of the district 
who are not involved in litigation with their relatives, invariably state—at 
least this is my experiencc—that primogeniture is the custom, and that junior 
members of the family are entitled to maintenance grants only ; and, secondly, 
the existing subdivisions of property show that in none of the jagir ostates 
have the junior members of the family boen in the past admitted to the status 
of co-sharers. Jagir grants have not asa matter of fact been partitioned in 
the past. If, as is sometimes now-a-days alleged, mncmbers of the family, 
who are descended from a common ancestor, are all co-sharers in the cstute, 
women must also have succeeded frequently to their husband’s share of the 
property. But even among families, tho junior branches of which now allege 
their rights to shares, not a single instance of such succosston can be proved. 
1 take it that the existing divisions of property, as recorded and indved 
admitted during the settlement operations, prove conclusively Colonel Dalton’s 
dictum that “‘ primogeniture is the dex lect.” ; 

In a few cases of comparatively recent date, the decision of the Civil and 
hKevenue Courts tend to foster the idea that primogeniture is not the customary 
law. The decisions, however, appear to be based on an imperfect appreciation 
of the local usage, which it is not always easy to prove to the satisfaction 
of the Courts, however certain and ancient 14 may be. Should this tendency 
continue, in another half century a system of succession, which is entirely 
oppesed to local usage, will have been introduced, with the calamitous result 
that most of the ancient estates of the district will be sub-divided and in the 
end transferred piecemeal to money lenders and other interlopers. . 

264. Pseudo-jagirs.—It has been stated above that jagir grants are resu- 
mable in default of male heirs of the original grantee. 1t should be noted, 
however, that the tendency in the Maharaja’s office has been to class all ostates 
as Jagirs without reference to their origin. ‘Thore are some estates in the district 
generally owned or at all events founded by members of the primitive race 
of the country, which are as old or older than the Chota Nagpur chief’s own 
estate, 

255. The Sillt estate—I may note the case of the Silli estate. ‘The 
ancestor of the present Tikait of Silli was, there is little doubt, an independent 
petty chief ofa jungle mahal. In course of time he acknowledged the supremacy 
of the Chota Nagpur chief, and did homage in the feudal fashion. His estate 
was included in the Chota Nagpur estate at the time of the permanent settle- 
isent, and later on, when the necessity for feudal service disappeared, he 
agrecd or was forced to pay a fixed rent to the Maharaja; his tenure is 
certainly not a jagir grant, nor is it, therefore, resumable in default of male 
heirs. Such pseudo jagirs are clearly not resumable by tho Maharaja, 

It is interesting to note that primogeniture, however, is the rule of 
succession in the Silli estate. The youager brothers are entitled to korposh 
wrants only, which are also resumable in default of male heirs, The women of 
the damily are entitled only to maintenanco during their lifetime. 

256. Khuntkatti and thicca tenures in Sillii—In addition to tho tonures 
already described there are a few special tenures in thana Silli, which require 
some explanation. They aro known as khuntkatti and thicca tenures, The 
Attestation Officer, Babu Su‘kouri Pati Koy, describes them as follows :— 

“Tho khunthatts tenure is generally held by Kurmis. I have found four such tenures 
in, pargana Silli. In each case the family of the tenure-holder were the original founders 
of the village, and the tenure has continued to remain in the family’s possession fur some 
generations at a fixed rent, Tho term ‘hunékatti implies that thoro the tenure is permancat, 
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held at a fixed rent, and is transferable. The ¢hicoa tenure in this area (Silli) is peculiar. 
The incidents are more the result of the conduct of the parties than of contract. The 
tenures arejheritable, in some casos they are held at a fixed rate of rent, in others the rent 
is variable, the amount varying with the proportion of cultivated land. I have some doubts 
whether they are transforablo or not, though in two or three cases the manager of the 
estate has recognized the validity of tho transfer; most of these Khuntkalti and thicea tenures 
belong to Kurmis and Majhis. 

Primogeniture.—They all follow the law of primogeniture. The eldest son manages 
the estate, and the younger sons obtain sorposh grants; in some cases the latter pay a 
quit-rent to the elder brother, but they continue to hold their korposh grants even if the 
estate is transferred by salo or othcrwise alienated. But the korposk lands revert to the 
parent estate, in default of male heirs. I have found this to be the prevailing custom. In 
the case of village Nagidih, howevor, the younger brothers recently brought a suit in the 
Civil Court for partition of the estate. The family have held this village for four or five 
generations. In no case was the estate divided, though there were three or four brothers 
in each generation. I have nevertheless found that the Munsiff of Ranchi decided that the 
law of primogeniture does not provail, and that all the brothers are entitled to equal sharos. 
This appears to be the general practice of the Civil Courts presided over by officers obsessed 
with the ideas of property, which prevail in Bengal and Behar, where impartible estates 
are quite exceptional. In this jungle area, there is seldom an estate or tenure, except a 
few owned by upcountry men, which is partible. I may also note the case of Choke Siring, 
a village held by a Kurmi family for seven generations. For the first four generations, the 
eldest son succeeded. In the fifth generation, the brothers quarrelled, and civil suits wero 
filed. he Tikait of Silli interfored and partitioned tho estate between tho two brothers, 
and the case was compromised in Court on this basis. In the sixth generation, they reverted 
to the old custom. ‘The oldest son succecded in each case to the father’s property ; and tho 
yonger brothers obtained icrposh grants. Thus it is clear that the custom is certain. 
‘When an outside agency interferes it is sometimes changed ; otherwise, it continues. 

The custom of primogeniture also prevails-in pargana Basantapur among the Kurmi 
families. They all say that the tenures cannot be split up. But, whenever a Kurmi family 
hold raiyati lands, aJl the sons succeed in equal shares. It appears therefore that the custom 
is not peculiar to the family, but tbat it is an incident of the tenure. As faras I can mako 
out, the custom is due tothe fact that these aboriginal tenure-holders have adopted tbe 
system of succession to tenur.s in vogue among the families, under whom they hold, 
in this case, the Tikait of Silli and the ltaja of Padma.” 


257. Area of khas villages of the Maharaja’s Lstate.—An interesting feature 
in the history of tenures in this district is the progress of resumption by the 
Maharaja of the estates of his subordinate teuure-holders. Details of the 
numbers of villages found to be held khas by the Chota Nagpur estate with 
areas are given in the following table: 


Name of thana Number of vil- Arva in Name of thana Nuwmbor of vil- Area in 
we out ps lages held khas. wiles: or outpost. lages beld khas, eitee 
Bano a 6 17:17 Bero cee 27 44°43 
Basia ic 8 18°49 Lohardaga 45 70°60 
Kolebira ee 14 38°30 Kuru sae 6 13°82 
Gumla a 15 34°46 Burma ro 30 64:36 
Raidih oe 17 42-99 Mandar tea 21 44°69 
Ghegbra ies 29 64:22 Ranchi eas a7 77°64 
Sisai wii 3l 89:98 Ormanjhi wee 21 24°87 
Palkot* oe 2679 |  Angarat 6 14:48 
Kbunti aa l 83! — —— 
Kerrat ati 15 17:77 Total eee 366 723°86 
Lapung ies 12 27:97 —_— —_—- 


* Total for Gumla subdivision, 125 villages with an area of 322-40 equare miles, 
i 16 186 


bunti 6 ” ” 


t Ditto Sadar 7 B25 - - 382-86 


” 


” 


At the time of Mr. Slacke’s settlement (1885—88), the area of the khas 
estate was found to bé 684 square miles. ‘The khas area has, therefore, 
increased by nearly 40 square miles since that date, or by over 5 per cent. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
STATISTICS, 


258. In the preceding chapters, several important statistical statements 
prepared during the settlement operations have been already discussed. It will, 
therefore, be necessary to discuss only some additional and important salient 
features here. 
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259. Total area of the district.—The total area of Ranchi district, as 
obtained from a summation of the area of the villages, is 7,103°59 square miles, 
or some 23 square miles less than the hitherto accepted area. The latter was, 
however, based on the topographical survey of the district, and, as the maps 
prepared by the topographical surveyors do not purport to give an exact 
delineation of boundaries—disputes are not entertuined—, the area found by 
summation of ficlds may be accepted as the correct ene, The area of Gumla 
subdivision comprises 3,504 square miles, or about half the district. Tne area 
of Khunti subdivision is 1,545 square miles, or less than half that of Gumla. 

260. Average size of thanas and villages.—-There are 18 thanas with an 
average area of 394 square miles. If outposts are considered as separate 
units, the average area under a police jurisdiction is 253 square miles. 

The largest thana arca is that of Lohardaga; but the thana comprises 
two outposts, Kuru and Bero. The largest unit under one police jurisdiction 
is Kochedega with an area of 530 square miles; and the smallest unit is 
Ormanjhi outpost with an area of 88 square miles. 

There are 3,954 villages in the district, with an average area of 1°8 square 
miles. The biggest village in the district is Taisar in thana Kurdeg. Its 
urea is 24 square miles, There are numerous villages in the jungle areus 
with arcas of ubout 10 square miles, ‘The smallest village is Chhotabansi in 
Khunti thana with an area of nine acres only. 

261. Lhe statistical statements.—During the settlement operations. five 
main statements were compiled, which will be found printed in the appendices, 
‘They are :— 

i) the milan khasra or khasra abstract, giving details regarding the 
cultivated and uncultivated area; 

(2) the crop statement, also compiled from the fhasra ; 

(3) the agricultural stock statement, written up for each village by the | 
amin, during preliminary record- writing ; 

(1) an abstract of the record-of-rights and rent compiled in tho Settle- 
ment office, while the record is being prepared for final publica- 
tion ; 

(5) statistics of zarpeshgis and bhugut bhandas of raiyati, bhuinhari, and 
khuntkatts tenancies, and of landlords’ khas lands under cultiva- 
tion. 


£62. The cropped area,—The table given below shows the net area under 
the most important crops in square miles :— 
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Column 13 shows the net arca which is cropped in any one year. As has 
been already explained in Chapter V, paragraph 138, it is the custom in 
several parts of the district to cultivate uplands not every year, but every two, 
three or even four yeurs. The proper entries, showing the actual area 
cropped in any one year, were thercfore obtained by dividing the total area 
of such fields by the number of years in the cycle of cultivation. Thus a 
ficld of 15 acres was found to have been cultivated once in three years. 


Q 
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The total cultivated area was shown as 15 acres; but the net cropped area 
of the field cropped was eutered as five acres. 

For further details, reference must be made to the statistical crop 
statement. 

263. Classes of land.—The table given below shows the area of the 
various classes of land, subdivision by subdivision :— 
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It will thus be seen that tke total cultivated area is 3,614 square miles, or 
nearly 51 per cent. of the total district area; the uncultivated area is 3,489 
miles in extent, or 49 per cent. 

264. Percentage of varius classes of land in subdivisions— The table given 
‘below shows the percentage to total cultivated area of the various classes of 
dand, subdivision by subdivision :— 
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265. Total district  u'turn,—From the statistics given above, it is possible 
to estimate with considerable accuracy the gross annua! value of the produce 
of the district. The miscellaneous crops are, however, produced under such 
varying conditions that it is impossible’ 1o estimate their value for any one 
year. As all the cultivated lands of the district are capable of producing rice, 
the total rice-producing capacity of the cultivated area is a fair test of the 
annual value. Qn the basis cf the crop-cutting experiments made by the 
officers of the Settlement department, the produce of an acre of each class 
of land in a normal year may be taken to be:— 


Do Land I, 19 maunds of dhan, por acre. 


” III and IV, 12 ” ” ) 
Tanr I, 8 ory » ” 
” Il and Il, 3 ” ” ” 


In calculating the gross outturn of the class ¢amr II and III it is 
necessary to take into account the factor ‘cycle of cultivation.” On the 
average, lands of this class are cultivated once in two years throughout the 
district. 1 have, therefore, divided the total gross outturn per acre by two 
in thia case. I have also allowed a deduction of halfa maund per acre 
to qompengate for the greater proportion of the class ¢amr Il. At present 
rates, the average value of a maund of dhan throughout the district may 
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be tuken to be Re. 1-4. On these data, the table given below has been 
compiled :— 
































22 ; 238 ‘ s Tr) 
a o Cee! 9 5 a 3 
a5 8 4 2 5% to g 2 g 
pe 3 me 3 ve g | §¢ g 
= e fool 9 
SuBpiviaion. | 8 8 ie 8 5, 5 $3 z A Ey 
o nt Sh Gs eG <— ua 4 el 
Ree 2 He o ok oe om | ° 
ee 2 = g gi g or g 
pa we a =a = g ¢ Samed 5 a 
Be a) s Bo 2 | 4 = Gd s ag < 2 
= Saaeaaanne aan 
Rs. | Ra Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Sadar | 188 | 29,97,6c0 | 819° | 30,62,400 20 | 1,28,000 644 | 15,45,600] 68,833,600 
Gomls ons 195 | 29.64,000 264 | 25,534,400 28 1,79,200 1,164 | 27,483,600 | 84,971,200 
Khunti 1 110 116,72,c00 | 181 | 17,387,600 22 | 1,40,800 529 | 12,69,600 | 48,20,000 
Total ...| 443 | 67,383,600 | 764 | 73,24,400/ 70 | 4,48,000 2.01,24,800 


2,387 | 56,08.800 | 2,01,24,800 





It is probable that the value of some of the miscellancous crops grown is 
somewhat greater than the vaiue of rice would be. Rice is, however, grown 
on nearly 62 per cent. of ie total net cropped area, and the value of crops 
such as urid, gondli, and murua closely approximates to the value of the rice 
which could be grown on the same fields, These latter three crops occupy 
nearly 22 per cent. of the net cropped area. The approximate gross annual 
value of the produce of the cultivated area may, therefore, be put down at 
Rs. 2,01,24,800. The gross annual produce of an acre is, therefore, on the 
average, only Rs. £-11; but the yalue per acre varies, of course, enormously 
with the class of land. 

968. Total amount of rice produced—As the bhadot, aghani and tewa rie is 
produced almost exclusively on dom fields, and the goradhan on the better kinds 
of tanr fields, a fairly correct estimate of the total actual produce of rice may be 
obtained on the basis of 14 maunds of dhan per acre don,,and 7 maunds per acre 
tanr (net cropped). The total amount of dan produced in a normal year 
calculated on this basis is 12,243,840 maunds, or 6,121,920 maunds of rice. 
Assuming that the average amount of rice consumed per head of population 
ix only one-half seer per day, the total amount of rice consumed in the 
district is 5,419,885 maunds, cquivalent to 10,839,770 maunds of dian, 
Allowing 909,000 maunds for seed, at a rate of somewhat less than a maund 

yer acre, the total amount of grain required for food and seed requirements is 
11,739,770 maunds. ‘here is thus only 594,070 maunds of dhan, or 252,035 
maunds, or 9,001 tons of rice available for export. 

267. Arca held by raiyats——The table given below shows the area of lands 
held by occupancy and non-occupancy raiyats, the total rental paid by them, 
and the incidence of the rent per cultivated acre subdivision by subdivision :— 
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268. Incidence of rent,—The total reut paid by raiyats of both classes 
is Rs, 7,64,278. If we add to this the total rent paid by the various classes 
of khuntkattidars and bhuinhars, which may be estimated to be approximately 
Rs. 10,900, the total rental of all cultivating tenancies in the district is 
Rs. 7,74,278. Produce rents are excluded from the calculation. 

The statistics regarding non-occupancy raiyats are somewhat misleading. 
After the introduction of the principle of the settled raiyat, a large percentage of 
the non-occupancy raiyats, who were recorded during tre first five years of the 
settlement operations, have acquired occupancy rights, that is, since the period 
when the statistics were prepared. The number of non-occupancy raiyats is, 
therefore, now insignificant. As will also be seen from the statistical state- 
ments in the appendices, the area of lands held at tixed rents is only eight 
square miles, and, as a matter of fact, during the last two years of the opera- 
tions no separate statistics for this class of holdings were prepared. They were 
shown as included in the returns for occupancy holdings, there being no 
special provisions in the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act regulating the status of 
such raiyats. 

The percentage of the cultivated lands of the district occupied bv occu- 
pancy and non-occupancy raiyats is 74:5. Assuming that the various classes 
of cultivated lands are to be found in normal proportions in these tenancies, 
the total gross value of the agricultural produce of the lands oceupied by 
these raiyats, according tothe data given above, is Rs. 1,49,92,976, From 
a study of the statistics it appears that the distribution of don and {fanr lands 
in these cultivating tenancies is nearly normal; but it is well known that 
the landlords of the district often appropriate as khas, lands which are special- 
ly fertile or are favourably situated for cultivation. Deducting 10 per cent., 
which appears to be a liberal allowance for this factor, the total gross value 
of the annual agricultural produce of the lands still comes to Rs, 1,34,93,678. 
A similar result is obtained by calculating the average produce of the don and 
tanr included in these tenancies, at the average rates of outturn, 

The table given below shows the result :— 


Total don in 





Total ¢anr in | Value of produce! Value of produce! ‘Total value in 

















square miles. square miles. | of don in rupces.| of tanr in rupees. rupees, 
Rs. Rs. Ra, 
828 1,863 92,73,600 44,71,290 1,37,44,800 
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The gross rental of the lands occupied by these two classess of raiyats is, 
therefore, in the aggregate, only about one-eighteenth of the value of the 
agricultural produce in @ norinal year. This seemsa very small proportion. 
But the following factors lave to be considered. The district is peculiarly 
liable to recurrent pericds of crop failure, whenever the rainfall, on which 
the prosperity of the crops almost entirely depends, is not distributed season- 
ably. In a bad year, it is no exaggeration to say that the produce of the 
chaura lands, in which may be included all the lands classed as don IV and 
portion of the lands classed as don III, is reduced by 50 per cent. A similar 
or greater reduction is inevitable in the case of all classes of uplands. The 
failure of the crops grown on the better classes of don 1s not nearly so great; 
but it is considerable. The lands occupied by these classes of raiyats also 
include privileged tenancies such as korkar, which, by the custom of the 
country, are held rent-free for three or four years, and at half ordinary rates 
in perpetuity. We are, however, forced to the conclusion that the average 
incidence of rent throughout the district is not heavy. The disputes about 
rent are, therefore, due rather to the arbitrary and illegal manner in which the 
charges have been increased and to their unequal distribution than to the 
heaviness of the burden. _ 
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259. Percentage of don and tanr to total area.—The table given below shows 
the percentages of lowlands, uplands, and uncultivated to the total arca of the 
district, subdivision by subdivision. The areas are shown in square miles:— 


| 


Area of | Pecentage | Area of Beroone Unoulti. | Percen- 


Susprvision. | Area, | lowlands | to total uplands tage to | vated | Page to 
(don) area (tanr) total area total 
: : , area, : area, 

| 

Sadar tee 2,054 457 22 664 32 933 46 
Gumla w | 3,804 459 13 1,192 34 1,858 53 
Khunti a: 1,545 291 19 551 35 703 45 
Total w-| 7,108 1,207 17 2,407 34 3,489 49 





The percentage of lowlands is lowest in Gumla, and highest, in the Sadaec 
subdivision. Gumla has also the highest percentage of uncultivated area, and 
it is somewhat remarkable that the Sadar and Khunti subdivisions are almost 
on a level in this respect. 

270. Areas occupied hy different classes of tenants. ~The table given below 
shows the areas in square miles occupied by different classes of tenants :— 
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The lands included in the return are all cultivated, except 134 square 
wiles held by occupancy and non-occupancy raiyats, and a few acres held rent- 
free, The remaining area of the district, which consists of jungle and waste, 
is held by the Jandlords, and the Mundari -huntkattidars. A fow thousand 
ueres of Jungle and waste are included in the bhuinhari and khuntkatéi tenancies, 
The area of the jungle and the waste held by the two important classes of 
landlords and Mundari 4hunthattidars amounts to 48 per cent. of the total 
district area. 

271. Cultivated, cultivable, and non-cultivable areas.-~The table below shows 
the area under cultivation, the cultivable, and non-cultivable area, with other 
details. The areas are given in square miles :--- 











a 
‘ture. 
Area, Cult ou on- Other Total 
, ura-| Other | ble area : 
SuBDIVISIOR. Area. under | Current Old ble cultura- not cultura | non-c.)-} non-eul- Total 
cultiva- | fallow. | fallow. jungle. | ble area,| under _ ble turable | turable e 
tion. Jubgie. "| cutiva. | jungle. | area, area, 
tion. 
sad wee ae | 2,054 2,121 8 98 198 20 317 429 196 618 2,054 
Gumla | (8504 | eb 4 2 485 47 te a $85 | 1,205 | Sats 
Khinti 2. | jee 842 8 05 206 24, 828 100 275 375 1,546 
Total 7,108 3,614 10 808 889 91 1,293 1,392 806 2,198 7408 
Percuntage to total). .. 50°88 "14 426 12°51 1°28 18°20 19°59 11°32 30°04 | ~—- 
arca of the dis- 





wrict. | 


le 


( 118 ) 


All fields, which have been left uncultivated for a period of three years and 
upwards, are classed as ‘old fallow;” but “old fallow” does not include up- 
lands, which are left fallow for a period of three years or more, with the object 
of allowing the soil to recuperate, The latter are classed as cultivated (vide 
Chapter IV, paragraph 138), All fields, which have not been cropped in 
the year of survey, but which have been cropped within three years, are 
classed as ‘current fallow;” but “current fallow” does not include the class 
of uplands above referred to. “Old fallow” practically includes all lands, the 
cultivation cf which has been definitely abandoned for at least three years, the 
intenticn being not to resume the cultivation. “Current fallow” includes lands 
which have been similarly abandoned for a period of less than three years. 

The “ other non-cultivable area” includes house sites, burning and burial 
grounds, threshing floors, tanks, rivers, reads, etc. ‘The total non-cultivable 
area is 2,198 square miles, or nearly 31 per cent. of the district area. ‘Tho total 
area, which can still be made to yield crops and which is not cultivated at 
present, amounts to 1,293 square miles, or only 18 per cent. ‘The margin 
still available for reclamation is, therefore, edad becoming small, When 
this margin has been completely reclaimed, the problem of the increase in the 
population will become acute, unless the methods of cultivation are greatly 
moproved. Assuming the continuance of present conditions, the district can 
carry an additional population of about 400,000, when this area is completely 
cleared and improved. I assume, as appears to be the case, that the area 
under cultivation is not capable of jsupporting a population in excess uf what 
it Carries at present. 

272. Average size of cultivating tenancies.—No exact data are available for 
calculating the average areca of: ¢ultivating tenancies. With the help of the 
census returns, it is, however, possible to arrive at approximately correet conclu- 
sions, As the uncultivated area held by raiyats is almost entirely unproduc- 
tive, it may be left out of the account. 

The area of the cultivated land oceupied by the various classes of cultiva- 
tors, excluding landlords, are as follows: —- 
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The agricultural population of the district 1s divided into rent-payers, 
rent-receivers, Jabourers, and miscellaneous. The last of these classes includes 
persous who dv not depend solely on agriculture for subsistence, 1 include 
these. but as asct off I exclude the agricultural labourers, some of whom are 
not landless. ‘The total number of cultivators, for the parposes of this cal- 
culation, may be taken to be 910,561, divided into 171,804 families. The 
rent-psyers, who number 885,073, include under-raiyats; but the latter are 
insignificant in numbers, and may therefore be disregarded. On this basis 
the average holding of a cultivator is 12 acres. Assuming that the tenancy 
con:prises don and tazr in normal proportions, 33 and 67 per cent., respectively, 
the average holding consists of 4 acres of don and 8 acres of ¢anr. 

Assuming that # cultivator’s family consists of 5°3 persons, which, accor- 
ing to the census figures, is the average, and that each member requires half 
a seer of rice per duy for sustenance, the total consumption of rice per family 
comes to 24 maunds of rice, or 48 maunds of dken per annum. The total 
produce cf an average holding, on the basis of the calculations made above, is 
80 maunds of dhan only. Aliowing for home consumption, which has been 
calculated on @ very mcderate scale, their remain only 32 maunds of dhan. 

Out of this, the cultivator must set aside about 6 maunds for seed, and 
there remzin only 26 maunds, from the sale price of which he must pay his 
rent, and purchase necessaries, including clothes, salt, tobacco, etc, The 
market value of 26 maunds of dian is about is. 82°8. We have seen above 
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that the rent charges of ordinary raiyats’ holdings are equivalent to only 
one-eighteenti of the gross value of the produce; but when the cost of the 
immediate necossaries of life are deducted, it appears that the available margin, 
out of which this charge should be paid, is extremely small and that in bad 
years it vanishes altogether. There are, no donbt, some supplementary 
sources of income. The raiyats usually keep some poultry, goats, sheep, 
enttle, and pigs. One or two members of the family sometimes work 1s 
labourers or emigra'e to Assam or the Duars, and portion of these earnings 
goes to the support of the family. ‘he cattle, sheep, and goats graze in 
the village jungles and waste lands. Fuel and wood for domestie purposes 
are usually obtained free from thy jungles. Lae is also profitable, wherever 
it is cultivated. But from whatever point of view the statistics are looked at, 
the margin for luxuries and for payment of the rent is small, and, as a 
matter of fact, the latter is frequently paid not from the proceeds of the 
cultivated land, but from the wages of labour and the sale of an occasional 
bullock or a few sheep, which the cultivator has managed to rear. 

273. Subsistens+ holdings.—Vhe area of a bare subsistence holding, which 
I define to mean a holding, which produces sufficient rice in a normal year 
to feed an average family plus a few rupees for clothes, salt, and tobacco, is 
9 acres, or 3 ueres of don and 6 of fanr, Of course, the area varics with the 
relative proportions of don and and éamr, A holding consisting of 43 acres 
ot don or 20 acres of ¢anr is a subsistence holding. I assume in all cases that 
the holding comprises the different classes of dom and éanr in normal propor- 
tions, ‘The total gross produce of an ordinary holding may be obtained by 
multiplying the area of each class of land by the factor which represents the 
average outturn of the class, ¢.c., begianing with don H, by 19, 15, 9, 8, 4 and 
9 for the six classes in which the whole cultivated area has been alissificd. | 
omit the class don I, as the area is quite insignificant (1:18 square miles for 
the whole district). In those portions of the district in which ¢aar Jands are 
usually cultivated every year, the factors representing the value of the classes 
tanr JL and tanr ILL will be 8 and 4 instead of 4 and 2; and, where these 
lands are usually cultivated once ouly in every three or more years, the factors 
must be diminished accordingly (see paragraph 138, Chapter IV.) 

274,  Uneconomie holdings.--As @ matter of common experience, it is well 
known that enormous numbers of raiyati holdings in the district barely 
exceed the subsistence limit, and thatthe rents are paid not from the profits 
of the holdings, but from the wages derived from extraneous employments, 
some of them unconnected with agriculture. All such holdings are uneco- 
nomic as far as rent is concerned, ‘The tenants really derive no benefit from a 
riso ia the price of the staple crops, the whole of the produce of the land being 
devoted to home consumption, ‘Theoretically, of course, it may be argued 
that it is the raiyat’s own concern if he elects t live on a bare subsistence 
holding, and that the landlord’s rent ought not, therefore, to be affected by 
these considerations, In practice, however, it is impossible for large bodies of 
cultivators or members of their families to obtain continuous employment in 
the villages at anything like fair rates, and the only alternative is emigration. 
It is, in fact, the existence of such large numbers of uneconomic holdings, 
combined with the impossibility of obtaining continuous employment in the 
villages at fair rates, which mainly accounts for the enormous emigration from 
the district to Assam, the Duars, and other parts of the province. : 

275. Capacity to resist famine.—F rom the foregoing considerations, it will 
appear that the capacity of the cultivators to tide over periods of stress, 
engendered by a partial failure of the crops, is small indeed. ‘There are, 
however, other factors to be considered besides the total value of the crops. 
The aborigines and the low caste Hindus, who spring from the same race, are 
remarkable for their physical hardihood. They can, therefore, subsist in 
conditions in which members of the more civilized races could not exist. 
When the crops fail, the jungle fruits and vegetables of all kinds say) area 
valuable reserve. With the help of these, the remnants of the crops, and the 
as<istunce given by Government, they succeed in tiding over periods of stress, 
which would play havoc with the people of Bengal proper. 

973. Irrigation —lrrigation is rarely practised in the district; nor aro the 
immense facilities, which exist in the numerous rivers and streams which 
inters ct the country, turned to any account, For instance, in thana Ghaghra 
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out of 120 villages there are irrigation bandhs in only three villages, viz., one at 
Jamgain, which is a Government estate, one at Chama, the landlord of which 18 
a legal practitioner, and one at Loadag, the landlord of which is an intelligent 
money lender. ‘The attestation officer reports that these three villages did not 
suffer from the prevailing distress in 1907-08, and numerous rabé crops are 
grown. In Lohardaga town and a few other places, the Koiris practise a system 
of irrigation from shallow wells for the production of garden vegetables, 
especially potatoes. In the village of Borea near Ranchi, 212 wells of this 
kind were found to exist, A small number of tanks exist; but the water 1s 
generally used for drinking and bathing purposes, and not for irrigation, 
except in exceptionally dry seasons. The few exceptions only tend to empha- 
sise the general dearth of irrigation. ‘The extension of a simple and inexpensive 
system of irrigation seems to be the most important agricultural problem, if the 
district is to be saved from constantly recurring periods of distress or famine, 
The undulating character of the country would appear to render the coustrue- 
tion of bandhs and embankments a simple matter, and, by the judicious expen- 
diture of small capital, several of the streams could also be utilized. Something 
has been done under the system of land improvement loans; but their scope is 
limited, and the Assistant Settlement Officers report that most of money is 
applied to objects for which it was not intended. Until the landlords and 
raiyats are induced to co-operate and work a system of their own, very little 
improvement can he expected, The statistics of irrigation are given in the 
table below. hey include only fields, which are regularly irrigated every 
year from wells, tanks, etc., specially constructed for the purpose :-— 
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277, LExporis and imports.—It is very difficuit to obtain any reliable statis- 
tics showing in the amount of export and import from, and into the district. Since 
the Ranchi-Purulia Railway was opened, Ranchi railway station has, however, 
become the distributing and exporting centze for more than three-fourths of 
the district, and it is, therefore, possible to estimate roughly the volume of trade 
from the railway statistics, In the year 1908, the items of rail-borne export 
and import were as follows:— 


Commedities exported. Maunds, | Commodities imported. | Maunds. 
i 
Bones 7 a: 9,359 | Rice ~ 143,655 
Hides and skins ves 18,229 | Sugar and molasses or 37,224 
uae 8 39,351 | Grains te wee 47,270 

Coal ise soe 23,476 

Vilseeds ows ay 12,508 | Iron oe eee 11,802 
Rice ube a 47,050 | Indian piece-goods ir 27,906 
Other kinds of grain wae 9,408 | English piece-goods ne 4,196 
Tamarind ee ea 1,199 | Tobacco a vee 9,590 
Timber ad oes 1,606 Salt tee oon 84,970 
Other commodities ‘er 1,283 | Kerosine oil as aes 21,176 
W heat es bee 8,680 

Other commodities wee 137,769 

Total oe 140,993 Total sis | 857,714 


nt A 
It may be assumed that these figures represent about three-fourths of the 
total import and export with the exception of timber. In the year 1908, the 
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rice crop was a partial failure, The figures for export and import of rice 
do not, therefore, represent the normal state of affairs. It has been already 
shown that the total amount of rice available for export cannot reasonably 
exceed 252,035 maunds, and, from whatever point of view the statistics are 
considered, the balance of trade is heavily against the district. The only 
important items of agricultural produce, which are exported, are rice, lac, and 
oilseeds, It thus appears that the. miscellaneous food-crops, gondii, marua, 
wiieat, and vegetables are consumed by the inhabitants of the district. The 
gondii and marus crops are a partial substitute for rice in the poorest 
families for two or three months every year, and an additional amout of rice is 
thus set free for exportation. But it is doubtful, whether the net annual 
export of rice ever exceeds 300,000 maunds. 

278. Mortgages and bhugut bandhas.—Restrictions on the transfer of 
raiyati holdings were introduced in the Tenancy Amending Act of 1903, the 
object being to stop the sale of raiyati holdings by improvident raiyats and to 
restrict all forms of mortgage and thereby save the aboriginal population 
from becoming the serfs of moncy-lenders. 

The restrictions are contained in section 46 of the vresent Tenancy Act. 
‘Transfers by raiyats of their rights in their holdings for any period exceeding 
five years are prohibited; but a raiyat may enter into a bhugut bandha 
mortgage of his holdivg for any period not exceeding seven years. ‘‘ Bhugué 
handha mortgage” is defined in the Act itself. ‘The restrictions on the trans- 
fer of Mundari shuntkatti tenancies are similar, and the provisions of section 
46 were made applicable to bhuinhart tenures ia 1908, From the commence- 
ment of the settlement operations, statistics were prepared showing the extent 
to which all cultivated lands, »vhether, eld by tenure-holders, tenants, or 
raiyats, are sublet under mortgage leases, mortgages or bhugut bandhas entered 
into after the passing of the Act being shown separately. The statistics, thana 
by thana, are printed in the appendices. No record of sales was kept, save 
in those eases, in which a sale had been made, but no mutation had been effect- 
ed in the landlord’s office, The statement given below shows the details of 
ordinary mortgages and bhuguits of raiyati holdings :— 


ee NR 

























































































| Buror’ tHE PAgsInG€ OF THE ACT (£903), APTER THE PASSING OF THE Aor (1908). 
Mortgaged. Sublet in Bhugut, Mortgaged. | Sublet in Bhugut, 
NawB OP 7 mee * = aah aa 
Sebyivy- Amount Amount Amount Amount 
“LON, Area, advanced Area. advanced Area, advanced Area. advanced 
per acre. per acre, per acre. per acre, 
: . : y : & : id : : : x . & eto 
‘3 * # g ¢ = s 3 = & 5 = # £ ee 
S ° = 2 i) 
Psy Ss {/a]yei a & | ale] a4 e |A;e&] 4s & | ais 
eres La 
Lnereas Aores. |Ra, a./Res. 4.| Acres, | Acros, | Rs. |Rs. a.| Acres. | Acres, |Ra. a. Rs, a! Acres, | Acres, Be. a.'Rs. a 
Kbunti—... | 8,648 | 1,740 22 0} 5 8] 217 81 6 11 4 6 (12 4 (Ss au o as Ps 
Gama waa 1,235 £77 |381 8} 8 0 82 80 8/2 0 563 362 (27 0/6 8 8 13 8 8'1 4 
Sadar sue 4,847 2,815 [56 0 |14 0 16 9 77° (119 0] 4,642 | 1,823 66 0 ih 8 17 6 Ol] 
ota: torthe! 9,725 | 4,982 189 410 0} 316 | 170 | 10 [2 8| 5,111 | 2,285 fol 45 4) 2 | 18 [5 O}1 4 
district. 














ve The statistics (after the puseing of the Act) for Khuntj subdivision were compiled in 1903-04, This uccounts for the apparent 
¢enalinexs Of tha area. 


The total area of cultivated lands affected by mortgages of both kinds is 
35 square miles, or only 1°2 per cent. of the land cultivated by raiyats. 
The total recorded indebtedness amounts to Ks. 7,838,141. ‘the number of 
bhugut band:a mortgages is insignificant. 

979. Value of the sccurity.—The statistics given above have been 
calculated on the assumption that don lands are four times as valuable as faur 
on the average. The average amount advanced per acre dom and tanr on this 
basis was, before the passing of the amending Act of 1903, Rs, 39-4 and Rs, 10 
respectively. t is noticeable that the average value of the security on 
mortgages, instead of diminishing since the restrictions on transfer were 
imposed, has increased considerably, The security value of don lands has 
in fact risen from Rs, 39-4 to Rs. 61-4 per acre. This enormous increase in 
value is partly due no doubt to the great increase in the value of land 
during the last seven years in the Sadar subdivision of the district. 
But this is only a partial explanation, and the real fact is that the money- 
tenders do not consider the value of the security afforded by a mortgage 
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of a raiyati holding for a period of five years less than the value of a 
mortgage on the same holding for an indefinite period, until, for jinstance, the 
loan is repaid. Ifthe mortgagor demands to be put in possession after the 
expiration of the term, the money-lender can still proceed to recover the loan 
by taking out processes againgt his moveable property including crops. As 
a matter of fact, experience has hitherto shown that the raiyat never does 
demand to be put in possession. He is entirely at the mercy of the money- 
lender, and he usually executes a mortgage for a second period of five years. 
The letter of the law is thus complied with, but practically the mortgage 
becomes permanent. 

280. Restrictions on transfer a partial failure.—lIt is yet too early to pass 
verdict on the effects of the restrictions on transfer. It must be confessed, so 
far as the evidence at present available goes, that the objects, which the framers 
of the law had in view, have not been fulfilled. Tbe money-lenders have 
begun ‘o systematically evade the law, and the raiyats, owing to their dependent 
position, are forced to comply with their wishes. It is certain, however, that 
the number of mortgages of rsiyati holdings has somewhat decreased. 

281. Other mortgages.—-In addition to the mortgages on raiyati holdings, 
a record was prepared of all mortgages of cultivated lands, owned by tenure- 
holders, including bdbhuinhars, and Mundari khuntkattidurs. The total area 
mortgaged by these classes was found to be 483 square miles, or over 5 per cent. 
of the land cultivated by them. Separate statistics for the three classes are not 
available ; but it is probable that mortgages by bhwinkars and Mundari shunt- 
kattidars, especially the former, account for half the total, 

The total indebtedness of these three classes amounts to Rs. 10,16,037, 
The security value of ordinary mortgages on. this class of land (excluding 
bhugut bandhas) works out at Rs. 50 per acre don, as against Rs, 39-4 for raiyati 
lands before the passing of the amending Act of 1903, and Rs. 61-4 after that 
date, or Ks. 47 per acre for both periods, 

282. Transfers of tenures and holdings.—No statistics are available to show 
the complete transfers of tenures and holdings. Transfers of holdings by sale 
are now prohibited by law ; but the law is partially inoperative at least in the 
Sadar subdivision. 

The modus operandi of the money-lenders in the neighbourhood of Ranchi 
is thus described by one Assistant Settlement Officer, Babu Rama Lal Barma, 
Deputy Collector :— 

“The mahajans get zarpeshgi deeds executed by the raiyats without registering the docu- 
ments, and take possession of the lands so mortgaged. Ajfter a few years, they pay salami to 
the landlord and get their names registered as raiyats of the holdings. When the raiyats are 
able to pay back the consideration, the mahajans take their stand on their alleged status as 
raiyats, suppressing the sarpeskgt deeds which aro in their possession The raiyats are thus 


unable to prove that the holdings belong to them, as they are out of possession, and they 
lose their lands for ever.” 


As the record-of-rights has now been prepared, it will, however, be difficult 
for the money-lenders in future to practise this sort of chicanery. 

The raiyats are not the only classes who aro exploited by the money- 
lenders. Mr, H. McPherson, Assistant Settlement Officer, gives the following 
account of the state of affairs in thana Mandar .— 

“Transfers of land in this area are numerous, both raiyats and landlords having 
mortgaged their interests to carry on litigation. ‘The bhuinhars have also sold most of their 
bAwindar: lands, and the landlords have lost whole villages. ‘The latter frequently mortgage 
a village or two to money-lenders. ‘The money-lender arranges to pay the rent and cesses 
to the superior landlord, but after a year or two intentionally makes defaults in payment. 
A suit for arrears of rent and cesses follows, and the village is sold and bought in benami, 
free of all encumbrances, through some relative, by the money-lender, and the old landlord 
has in reality no remedy.” 


283. The present condition of the disirict.—The present condition of Ranchi, 
as disclosed in the statistics discussed above, may be summarised as follows :— 

About four-fiiths of the total population are dependent on agriculture for 
subsistence. ‘The majority of these are aborigines by race. ‘Fhe system of 
cultivation is primitive, and the soil is poor, Irrigation is neglected, manuring 
is practised only to a limited extent on uplands. The aborigines of the 
country are still one of the most backward races in India. They are thriftless 
and indolent by nature. though physically hardy ; and only the pinch of pov- 
erty drives them to undertake any sustained employment, The consequences 
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are that we have a large population of about 900,000 persons, who scrape out 
of the soil just sufficient to keep body and soul together. The rent charges 
are but a small fraction of the gross value of the produce; but, when the 
needs of mere subsistence sre considered, there is hardly any margin out of 
which to pay them, and, as a matter of fact, the majority of the cultivators 
pay these charges or part of them out of extraneous sources of income. 
Wherever lac is cultivated, it is a considerable asset. There is little or na 
margin for luxuries, and, a8 a matter of fact, the cultivators rarely indulge in 
any except strong liquor. Notwithstanding the slender character of their 
resources, the cultivators have been in the past exploited by money-lenders 
and by a winority of their landlords. The cost of litigation has been also a 
heavy burden. Jt is sometimes said that the flourishing condition of the 
excise revenue proves that the cultivators cannot be so impoverished as they 
have been often represented to be. The argument, however, appears to be 
based on a misapprehension. The total expenditure on liquor, though consider- 
able in the aggregate—it can hardly exceed 15 lakhs of rupees per annum—does 
not amount to more than one rupee eight annas per head of the population, 
or Rs, 7-8 per family per annum. As this is their only luxury, we may safely 
put aside as unreasonable the argument of those economists, who see in the 
drink traffic the cause of all the economic evils which prevail in the district. 
A population so circumstanced must be subject to recurring periods of stress 
or famine in abnormal years. Their real assets are their physical hardihood 
and primitive civilization, which enable them to tide over periods of stress, 
which would partially wipe out more advanced races. Emigration, with 
prospects of good earnings, which canbe obtained in the tea gardens of 
Assam and the Duars and elsewhere, is an important safety valve. It should 
therefore be encouraged, until the economic condition of the inhabitants of 
the district has greatly improved. 

284. Remedies.-There are three means by which the economic condi- 
tions of the people may be improved, viz., an improyement in the system of 
agriculture, an extension of the area under cultivation, and the development 
of irrigation, By any of these means provision can be made to meet 
emergencies, It would probably take a long period to effect any permanent 
improvement in the system of cultivation. The area under cultivation is being 
already extended by the necessary process of clearing culturable jungle; but 
the extension does not keep pace with the increase in the population. The 
third is beyond doubt the most feasible remedy. By a system of local co- 
operation the natural facilities, which the country affords, can be used for 
irrigation purposes, and the stock of food-stufts thereby enormously increased. 
Such a system already exists in embryo in Dhalbhum pargana in Sivghbhum 
district ; and the local authorities in Ranchi with the help of the missionaries 
and intelligent and public-epirited landlords could, I think, doa good deal to 
develop such a system, now that the relations of landlords and tenants have been 
settled on a satisfactory basis, and the attention of both can be directed to the 
necessity of developing the resources of the land, Few of the landlords hare 
sufficient capital to undertake such schemes; but there is nothing to prevent the 
raiyats themselves from co-operating and giving their labour free for the 
erection of bandhs, tanks, and embankments, provided they had the requisite 
guarantees that they would be permitted to utilize them for the benefit of 
their lands free of cost. 

285. Cost of the Survey and Settlement operations.—The total cost of the 
survey and settlement operations is shown in the table given below :— 


Heap, Total seresniters pond a 5 

Rs. Bs. 

Traverse ie <a oes 2,36,967 33 

Cadastral survey and khanapuri ses 7,09,978 100 

Settlement branch a ae 6,683,006 

(actual expendi- | 

ture to Ist} 97 
January 1911). | 
Estimated net cost to complete all opera- 25,000 J 

tions, : 


Total vee 16,384,951 230 
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The operations have been completed with the’ exception of settlement of 
fair rents, case work, and recovery operations in parts of the last two seasons 
areas. The cost of the fair rent settlement und case work will, no doubt, be 
completely covered by the court fees filed in the suits and applications, I 
have estimated that a net amount of Rs. 25,000 will cover the cost of all 
remaining operations. The cost will probably be less. 


286. Original estimates.—The itotal cost of the operations was originally 
estimated at Rs. 20,65,737. It will thus be seen that the operations will have 
cost over four lakhs of rupees less than the original estimate. 


287. Cost per acre.—The cost per acre comes to 5 annas and 9 pies only 
which is a very low average rate. 


288. Apportionment of cost—In view of the known poverty of the 
inhabitants of the district and the administrative necessity of the operations, the 
Government of India undertook ¢o bear an unusual proportion of the cost. They 
accordingly remitted the charges debitable to the operations under the head 
‘‘ contribution to Jeave and pension allowances of gazetted officers,” for the 
period of their deputation to settlement work in the district, and in addition to 
the one-fourth share of the cost, which is usually borne by Imperial Revenues 
in the case of district settlement operations, they further finally agreed that 
any deficit in the total amount of costs realizable from the landlords and 
tenants should be debited to Imperial Revenues up to a margin of 27 lakhs of 
rupees. ‘This latter proposal was sanctioned by the Secretary of State in 
his despatch, Revenue No, 106, dated the Sth July, 1907. . 

289. Apportionment order—It was assumed that the cost‘of the operations 
would not exceed 6 annas per acre, 


It was found necessary to impose various rates for the different classes 
of soil, but it was hoped that the total amount recovered wovld approximate 
to an average of nearly 6 annas per acre. ‘I'he fivat apportionment order was 
issued in Muy, 1905 (Board of Revenue’s letter, No. 201A., dated the 14th 


May, 1905 to the Commissioner of the Chote Nagpur Division), and the recovery 
rates were fixed as follows :— 


Rupee one and eight annas per acre for first and second olass rice lands (don). 


Rupee one » » ow - third’and fourth class rice lands. 
Four annas ~~ sony~SsHrrant class uplands, 

One anna » 99 9 second and third class uplands. 
Three pies +» oy all uncultivated and waste lands, 


Ordinary cultivating raiyats were to pay half the costs assessed at 
these rates and the landlords the other half. The recovery operations have 
been conducted up to date on these principles. It bad been recognized, 
however, for some years that, notwithstanding the small cost of the operations, 
the collection of costs at these rates would result in % deficit, and it was at 
one time proposed to raise the rates slightly in order to recoup this amount. 
It was, however, finally thought inadvisable to increase the recovery rates in 


the remaining one-third of the district, and the recovery operations will 
therefore show a deficit. 


290. esulis—After deduction of the Government share, the total. 
amount to be recovered from landlords and tenants amounts to Ks, 12,26,218. 
Of this, a sum of Rs, 6,45,849 has been recovered up to date. The estimated 
future recovery demands, which are no doubt very close to the actuals, are 
Rs, 4,40,000, There will thus be a deficit of about Rs. 1,40,000. The margin 
of deficit allowed by the Seeretary of State’s despatch is 23 lakhs. 


291. Kecoveries.—'The recovery operations have now been in progress for 
five years, It is satisfactory to note that the total demand has been collected 
from the landlords and tenants, and no remissions have been made, During the 
last two years, however, some certificates had to be filed againvst a few of the 
landlords, The ease with which the demands have been paid—they were 
extremely light, when distributed over so large an area-—would seem to 
indicate that it would have been possible to realize the total expenditure 
without much hardship to the residents of the district, 
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CHAPTER IX. 


JUNGLES AND TREES, RECLAMATION RIGHTS. 


292. Before discussing customary rights in jungle, it is necessary to 
recapitulate briefly the history of the agrarian development of the district. It 
will then be possible to estimate the reasonableness of the existing customary 
rights in jungle, and to discuss proposed restrictions to check deforestation, 
The aboriginal tribes, who settled in the country, took possession of it ata 
period when it consisted for the most part of virgin jungle. They cleared a 
portion of the lands and settled down to live as village communities, each 
community owning a more or less defined tract of territory. In course of time, 
they elected a feudal Chief, the ancestors of the present Maharaja, to whom 
they agreed to pay a small tribute or to render slight services, At subsequent 
periods other minor Chiefs were elected or imposed their supremacy, and 
received similar tributes or services from their immediate vassals. We have 
seen how these Chiefs in time became Hinduized, and introduced a number of 
Ilindus with their followers into the country, to whom they gave grants of land 
ou liberal terms. 

‘These Hindu adventurers did not conquer the country. The grants made 
to them were merely alicnations of the right of the Chiefs, and in no way 
entitled them to interfere in the existing village economy. As their numbers 
increased, they, however, imposed additional charges of all{kinds, which their 
superior organization enabled them to enforce. When British dominion was 
established, by the imperceptible operation of the decisions of the Courts, they 
came to be recognized as the landlords of the country, and the rightful owners 
of the soil, With regard to the jungle area, however, there were few disputes. 
Jt was the interest of everyone to clear as mu¢h of the land as possible. 
Jungle trees possessed hardly any economie value, save forifuel and domestic 
purposes, and there was more than enough for everybody. The villagers, 
therefore, were not interfered with. ‘Uhey reclaimed what lands they pleased 
and used up as much timber as they eared to fell. It is only within a 
comparatively recent period that the jungle question arose. With the incroase 
in the population, the multiplication of tenures, and the opening up of the 
country by roads, and later by railways, the forest area began to disappear and 
the timber hecame a marketable commodity. The landlords only then began to 
press their rights as proprietors. The Courts admitted them as a matter of 
course. It did not occur to the village communities to exploit the jungles for 
profit by the sale of trees, nor even to contest in the Courts their rights to 
jungles which they regarded as of little value. They wera concerned with 
their own immediate needs only, and they exercised their rights only so far as 
to satisfy them, : 

They collected a liberal supply of wood for fuel and for the construction 
of ‘their houses, their ploughs, carts, and other articlcos of husbandry, The 
landlords began to introduce in recent years restrictions on the exercise of this 
right. In some cases, the restrictions were reasonable and designed to prevent 
waste. In other cases, they were unreasonable, and designed merely to 
protect the jungle for the exclusive benefit of the landlord, But, whatever 
restrictions were imposed, the cultivators have, with few exceptions, always 
continued to exercise the right to take wood for fuel and domestic purposes up 
to the present day. We have now junylo rights in three different stages of 
development. In the Munda country, where the ancient system of land tenure 
still survives in the intact Ahunthkatti villages, the whole body of the cultivators 
(the Mundari &/untkattdars) are the proprietors of the jungles included within 
the periphery of their villages. ‘These /huntkattidurs have always offered a 
tenacious resistance to encroachments from without, and the zamindars have 
never succeeded in breaking down the system. In the rest of the district, 
the proprietary rights of the cultivators, the descendants of the clearers of tno 
soil, have practically disappeared. ‘lhe landlord exercises the right to sell and 
manage the jungle, subject to the right of the cultivators to take wood 
for the purposes mentioned above. 

The third stage is reached, where the zamindars have suecceded in 
e-tablishing their exclusive rights in jungles, having deprived the cultivators 
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of all rights of user, either through the agency of the Courts or by the exercise 
of force, Several of these jungle rescrves, generally small in area, are found in 
the sadar subdivision. They ere known as ‘“rakhawat” to distinguish thom 
from the jungles in which the cultivators continue to fell treex, which are called 
‘‘katawat.” Itis usual now-a-days to talk of the encroachments of the raiyats 
in jungle areas. Europeans and Indians alike are in fact so accustomed to 
ussociate the idca of complete ownership with the term landlord that they 
sometimes fail to perceive that it iein reality the latter who have encroached, 
and by degrees deprived the village communities of their ancient proprietary 
rights. The only remnant of these proprietary rights, which the latter now 
retain in over seven-eighths of the district, is this right of user for certain 
purposes, It is necessary, however, to emphasize the fact that itis a remnant 
ora relic of the old proprietary right, and that it is not permissive, and has 
not grown up merely through the indulgence of the landlord. ‘There are 
some areas, no doubt, which have been settled and cleared in modern times, 
In some of these, the landlords had established themselves before the era of 
clearing began, snd it is, therefore, possible for them to plead that they are 
historically the sole proprietors of the jungle. This is only true cf a small 
portion of the district, and, in any case, the rights of uscr in jangle are now 
practically uniform in nearly all zamindari villages. 

293. Customary rights in jungle.—The customary rights in jungle found 
to exist at the time of the settlement operations were as follows :— 


The tenants of the village have— 


(s) the right to cut trees for the.purpose of building and repairing 
houses, for agricultural purposes, such as making ploughs and 
carts, and for fucl; 

(st) the right to graze their cattle within the jungle; 

(1) the right to collect the fruita of the mahua, and other fruits from 
jungle trees, and to gather various other kinds of forest 
produce for bund fide domestie purposes. Forest prodace does 
not include articles produced artificially, but only wild 
growths. 


These rights are exercised free of charge, and without the permission of 
the landlord in the vast majority of villages.. The tenants have no customary 
right to fell timber or gather forest produce for purposes of sale. 

294. Sestrictions.—A}) these rights are exoreised subject to a quantitative 
limitation and to the further restriction that no wanton damage or dertraction 
of valuable property is caused by their exercise. The tenants can, therefoye, 
take only sufficient wood or forest produce as is reasonably necessary for 
bond fide present domestic or agricultural purposes. During the leat three years 
of the settlement operations, the practical restrictions found to be in vogue 
were recorded. The tenants cannot fell certain valuable trees, such as mahua, 
karan, asan, yamun, harra, kend, kusum, paras and am; nor can they fell any 
sakhua trees beyond a certain girth, §.¢,, about 13 oubits or 27 inches in cir- 
cumference, at a height of about three feet from the ground. When, however, 
sakhua trees of larger girth are required for the bond fide purpose of preparin 
ploughs and carts, they may he felled, provided their girth does not exce 
about three feet, at a height of three feet from the ground. The tenants 
can always take away for fuel big and small trees or portions thereof, which are 
dead or dried up, and which cannot be used for purposes other than fuel. 

295. Rights of adjoining villages.—The difficulty of protecting jungle from 
devastation and waste is complicated by the fact that the tenants of neighbour- 
ing villages, in which there is no jungle, frequently exercise the right to take 
wood for their requirements from the {jungles of a particular village. The 
origin of this right, which at first sight seems extravagant and unreasonable, 
is simple of explanation. In past times, the whole country was divided into 
large blocks within which the inhabitants exercised these rights, With the 
increase in population and the progress of time, these blocks were further 
subdivided into smaller units, corresponding to the present villages. When 
these villages were formed, the jungle areas were frequently distributed very 
unequally. One village, for instance, contained a very high percentage 
of jungle, while the neighbouring villages were left with haruly any. The 
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village with the large area of jungle became subject to one landlord as 
regards the payment of rent and other zamindari charges; but the tenants 
of the neighbouring villages continued to retain their interest in the jungle 
portion and to exercise what are now called customary rights in it without 
hindrance or objection. This right is, therefore, really a survival of the 
ancient proprietary right of the larger village communities, who were formerly 
the proprietors of the soil. It is possible that, in some few cases, this right is 
permissive in origin. But this is always extremely unlikely. Tho landlords 
almost invariably object to its exercise, but the right is so certain, well recog- 
nized, and ancient, that they have hitherto been usually unable to prevent it. 
496. Right of the zamindar to sell jungle trees.—It is very frequently stated 
now-a-days that the settlement operations, by educating theraiyats of the country 
in the knowledge of their rights in jungle trees and jungle produce, have given 
an impetus to deforestation, which will quickly lead to the complete denudation 
of the district, and that the zamindars of the country seeing this result in 
prospect will assuredly dispose of the jungle trees to contractors at the earliest 
possible date. Several instances of recent sales are quoted to prove this theory. 
As a matter of fact, sub-leases of jungles to contractors are not new in 
any part of Chota Nagpur. Several of the landlords look upon the jungles as a 
providential asset to be exploited for the payment of debt, and they have been 
hitherto prevented from exploiting this asset only by the difficulties of com- 
munication, Valuable jungle trees situated in a jungle 100 miles from the 
nearest railway are evidently of little or no commercial value. With the 
opening up of the country and the construction of railways, this aspect of 
affairs is changed, and, means of transport being to hand, the incentive to sell 
arises, The opening of the Purulia-Renchi.railway recently and of the main 
Bengal-Nagpur line, which fringes the southern portion of Gumla subdivision, 
has already led, or is leading, to more complete and thorough deforestation than 
the present needs or even the wanton destruction caused by all the raiyats of 
the district combined. I except the forest areas, which have been cleared for 
bond fide cultivation, The theory that the landlords can continue to sell and 
dispose of the jungle trees without any restriction or limits is, however, just as 
unreasonable as the counter theory that the raiyats can go and fell timber when 
and where they will, without any quantitative limits or customary restrictions. 
Historically the existing customary rights of the tenants are a survival of their 
ancieut proprietary right, Even if theirjorigin be not considered, they amount 
to an interest in immovable property, and the real fact is that the landlords and 
tenants usually now possess joint interests in the jungle, and neither party can 
exercise their rights to the entire exclusion of the other. The landlords can 
only continue to fell surplus trees, that is, trees which the raiyats have not the 
right to fell, and such trees as are not reasonably required for the satisfaction of 
the present or future bond fide reasenable requirements of the communities of 
tenants. There is, therefore, a clear limit to the extent of deforestation, which 
may be caused by sale, It may be said that the tenants have never questioned 
the right of the landlordsto sell timber. This is not strictly correct, though it is 
true that they have not questioned such rights in the Civil Courts of the district. 
The obvious answer, however, is that the aboriginal raiyats do not understand 
the law of injunction, and that they have frequently similarly failed to resist in 
the recognized lawful way encroachments on rights which were equally clear or 
clearer. The landlords on the other hand have only once questioned the 
tenants’ rights of user since the settlement operations began, and the attempt 
ended in complete failure. 
997. Whe extent of denudation.—The question of denudation is not new. 
Mr. Hewitt, the Commissioner, called attention in 1888 to the rapid destruction of 
forests then going on and to the “incalculable misfortune resulting from ¢his 
wholesale destruction not only to the Chota Nagpur country, but to the Bengal dis. 
tricts lying below the plateau.” Dr. Schlich reported in 1885 that “ in a general 
way it may be said that the Hazaribagh and Ranchi plateau contains now com- 
paratively little forest.” Dr, Schlich probably meaut valuable forest, though the 
_correctness of his opinion is open to doubt, oven if applied to the jungles of the 
present day. The statistics prepared by the Settlement department show that 
there are still 2,281 square miles of jungle in the district, or 32 per cent. of its 
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total area, ie, an area greatly in excess of its present or possible future 
requirements, and vastly more than it is either practicable or possible to 
preserve for such scientifie reasons as the prevention of floods or the prevention 
of possible disturbances in the equable distribution of the rainfall. 

There are three main causes tending to denudation at present at work in 

the district, viz.:— 

(i) Reclamation of culturable jungle lands by the raiyats and, in a minor 
degree, by the landlords for the purpose of bringiug them under 
cultivation. 

(i) Sales and leases of jungle trees to contractors and others. 

(iii) The exercise of the customary rights of the tenants to take wood for 
agricultural purposes and fuel requirements, 


There are some subsidiary causes such as ‘‘jhuming,” indiscriminate 
grazing, and the practice of firing the jungles. Under the system. of 
“ jhuming ” as practised in this district, the trees are felled in jungle patches 
and burnt on the ground with the undergrowth, and a few precarious crops are 
raised on the land thus cleared. The practice of ‘jhuming” obtains only in 
remote parts of the district, where the jungle trees are still of litle or no eco- 
nomic value, and jungle is plentiful. If the trees were of any value. the land- 
lords could very quickly stop the practice, as no cultivator can possibly plead a 
customary right or usage to golinside the jungle and cause wanton destruction of 
valuable forest. ‘“‘Jhuming” is also a practice which strikes theeye. A patch 
of jungle cleared in this way conveys to the mind at once the idea of wanton 
destruction of trees, and it is, therefore, sometimes hastily concluded that it is 
an important factor in deforestation. ‘I'he deforestation caused by the practice 
is really quite insignificant when the effects of the main causes are considered. 

Indiseriminate grazing of cattle is not, of course, an active cause of 
deforestation. But the cattle browse on the young shoots and retard tha 
growth of the young suplings, and thus prevent to some extent the progress 
of natural re-afforestation. : 

Some slight damage is also done by firing the jungles situated on the tops 
and slopes of hills, wherever this is practised. The objects of firing are, of 
course, to iuprove the grazing, and to increase the quantity and quality of the 
detritus from the hills when the rainy season sets in, and thus to fertilize the 
ficlds in the valleys below. A Forest Officer would, no doubt, lay great stress 
on the damage doue to the forest trees by the fire. ‘There are, however, the 
other two factors to be considered, the improvement of the grazing, and the 
fertilization of the fields below, Further, though it is clear that the young 
shoots must be sometimes damaged by the fire and the progress of regenera- 
tion is thus retarded, it seems to be certain that valuable forest trees of any size 
are not affected. Rather they are benefited by the clearing away of the under- 
growth of scrub, and the zamindars themselves, whose interests it is to preserve 
jungle, do not appear te object to the practice. The firing, of course, of young 
plantations would be necessarily destructive, But young plantations are 
never fired, The zamindars themselves, who may be supposed to have a 
moderate knowledge, derived from the experience of centuries, of the effects of 
firing old jungles, do not hesitate to set fire to the undergrowth when they 
desire to clear it away for mere shitar (hunting). They must, therefore, 
regard the damage done as really insignificant. 1 am, therefore, of opinion 
that the practice of firing old jungles, though detrimental to the process of 
natural re-afforestation, where the jungle has been unduly thinned, is not harmful 
to any appreciable extent in the vast majority of cases, and that the resulting 
udvantayes to the whole community are greater than the disadvantages, 

Mr. Peppé, the manager of the Chota Nagpur estate, who has consider- 
able local experience, appears to hold the same opinion. 

I now come to the three main causes. The first and most important is, 
no doubt, the reclamation of culturable jungle land for cultivation. Owing to 
the absence of any previous general survey throughout the district, it was found 
impossible to get any exact details in most of the villages. A compari-_ 
sion of the present figures with the survey made of the Maharaja’s estate in 
1882-84 or other surveys made about the same time supplies, however, some 
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valuable data. ‘he table given below shows the extent of denudation since 
that date in some selected villages :— 
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¥2 1 Do. ee. | Ghaghra (16) we] 806 2 — 7 | Extension of enltivation. 
373 | Do. | Hartharpur (78) a. | 776 601 -.., - 6 Ditto ditto. 
14 | Lapung + | Latratu (65) w. [1,434 Bill Aes -'] Ditto ditto. 
a 


The average net decrease in the area under jungle in these 14 villages was 11 
per cent. within a period of about 25 years, Detailed enquiries were made in 
all the villages and in numerous otliers, for which no exact statistics are avail- 
able by the attestation officers. The decrease’ in the jungle area is almost 
all attributed to reclamation, and there is a general consensus of opinion that, 
though the reclamation might have been better regulated, the extension of the 
area under cultivation was necessary in the interests of an increasing pupulation. 
A very high percentage of the waste land, which is not under jungle, is 
unculturable, and it is doubtful: whether any considerable proportion of it is 
suitable even for afforestation. ‘The landlords themselves appear to have con- 
sented to the reclamation in the majority of cuses; but, in the case of absentee 
landlords, the clearing was frequently carried out without their consent and 
sometimes, no doubt, without their knowledge. The decrease in the density 
of ee jungle, and the size of the trees, is another subject which is discussed 
below. 

Ten or eleven per cent. is, probably, a correct estimate of the extent of 
complete deforestation for the last quarter of a century due to reclamation, 

The second main cause is the sale of trees to thiceadars and others. No 
statistics are available to show the extent of deforestation caused by this 
agency. ‘lhe tenants, however, since the settlement operations commenced, bave 
begun to abuse their customary rights in parts of the district to a greater extent 
than before, and this fact has, no doubt, given an impetus to sales, as the land- 
lords naturally try to extract as much profit as possible from the jungle, before 
the valuable timber is felled. A subsidiary cause is the system of bankatti. 
Under this system, which appears to have come into vogue only in recent years, 
the zamindar exacts a payment of so many annas or rupees per family for the 
exercise of the right to sell wood collected from the village jungle in the weekly 
or bi-weekly bazars. The right to sell wood is sometimes regulated ; but the 
amount sold is frequently in practice unlimited. Most of the wood, which is 
sold in Ranchi and Lohardaga towns, is brought in under this system from the 
adjoining jungles. The bankutti system does not, however, usually lead to 
complete deforestation; but it helps to destroy the commercial value of the 
jungles, as the trees are not allowed to grow to any size. The zamindars, 
however, reap a considerable annual profit from this source, and it is difficult 
to stop the practice. The combined complete deforestation from sale of all 
kinds at the present rate of progress can, however, hardly exceed 2 or 3 per 
cent. for a quarter of a century, though, of course, the pereentage of valuable 
inarketable timber exploited by the contractors in this way must be high. 

The amount of complete denudation caused by the exercise or even abuse 
of the right to cut wood for fuel and agricultural purposes is exceedingiy 

s 
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small. The raiyats very rarely clear jungle for this purpose; but they fell 
timber to a greater extent than is necessary for their immediate requirements, 
and they pay little attention to the need of forest conservation. The result is 
that the jungle is unduly thinned, and the areas nearest to the village sites are 
reduced to serub. A considerable economic waste results; but the total area 
under jungle, including in that term scrub and inferior trees, is not seriously 
diminished in the process, One of the worst forms of waste is due to the indis- 
criminate cutting of sakhua saplings for purposes of fencing and similar require- 
ments, when less valuable wood is available for the purpose, The saplings are, 
however, cut at some height above the ground, and they grow again. Only a 
small percentage of the troes in the average village are allowed to attain matu- 
rity, and only a small percentage, therefore, ever become valuable marketable 
timber. The reason is, of course, that the tenants, who are frequently on bad 
terme with their landlords, have no personal interest in the conservation of 
the trees. The reverse in fact is true. When trees are allowed to attain a 
certain aize, by village custom they become the exclusive property of the land- 
lord, and tho raiyats may not fell thom. They are, therefore, really lost to 
the village community, and it is, therefore, not surprising that, in the absence 
of effective forest regulations, so much economic waste results, A number of 
landlords are still able, by means of forest guards, to exercise some effective 
control over the felling of timber, but the majority are not. The raiyats, 
knowing their customary rights, pay little attention to the landlords’ needs, and 
the devastation of the jungle is, therefore, mostly unchecked. 

These conditions prevail where there is still a plentiful supply of 
jungle available for fuel and other domestic and agricultural purposes. But, 
where the pressure of the perpen is comparatively greater and the jungle 
area has receded considerably, the conditions ehange aud the village com- 
munities themselves sometimes attempt to control the exercise of the custom- 
ary rights by individual members. This fact does not appear to be generally 
known. A description of the system practised in some villages of Bero is 
given below. 

298. Distribution of jungle areax—The table given below shows the 
distribution of jungle in the various thanas or outposts :— 
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It is somewhat remarkable that thana Sisai, an area which is not usually 
associated with the idea of deforestation, has the smallest percentage of 
forest (9 per cent.). Notwithstanding the fact that the percentage of forest 
is small, wood for fuel and domestic purposes is plentiful, owing to the fact 
that the country is extremely well wooded. The whole country is studded with 
trees, large and small, and the excess growth is more than sufficient for all 
possible requirements in the near future, if the trees are properly conserved. 
The jungle has heen cleared almost entirely for cultivation, and there have 
been very few, if any, sales, the area being remote from railways. The state 
of affairs in this thana and, indeed, in several other thanas of the district, 
in which the jungle has receded to very small limits, suggests the importance 
of individual trees growing on the tenauts’ holdings and landlords’ ‘has 
lands as a substitute for forest and as a preventive of the evils which it is 
prophesied will follow, when a certain stage of denudation is reached. 

299. Local attempts to preserve jungles.—It is obvious that, where the 
jungle is abundant, the backward village communities, such as exist in Ranchi, 
will make no attempt to regulate the felling of timber with the object of 
preserving an adequate supply for future generations. A stage is, however, 
tinally reached when the jungle area is reduced to small limits and has been 
excessively thinned owing to sales and the abuse by the tenants of their 
customary right to take wood for their requirements, when the necessity of 
conservation is brought home to the minds of the villagers. Such a stage has 
been already reached in several parts of the district as, for instance, in thanas 
Bero, Mandar, and Ranchi. In these lattor areas the density of the population 
is greater than in the remoter parts, and the needs of the population and the 
pressure on the jungles are correspondingly greater. 

300. Bero thana.—The following account is given of the method of 
preserving jungle in Bero under @ system of local co-operation, by Babu H, D. 
Koy, an experienced officer of the Settlement department, who made special 
enquiries regarding the jungle question in the field scason of 1907-08 :— 


“The jungles of this area consiet of small blooks of forest trees, one or more in each 
village, which are used genorally as fuel preserves. They are locally called patraa, and the 
trees generally found in them are— 


(1) Sakhua. (8) Bahtra. 
(2) Putri. (9) Aunra, 
(3) Auchmuchia. (10) Hurra. 
(4) Par. (11) Mahua, 
(5) Pithour (12) Kusum. 
(6) Pipar, (13) Mango. 
(7) Dumar, (14) Jamun. 


Putri and ruchmuchia are generally small trees, which are used for fuel and for making 
hedges. 

Par, pithour, pipar, dumar, bahira and aunra yield edible fruits; but they are sometimes 
ut for fuel. 

Harra, mahua, kusum, mango and jamun are never out. 

Sathua occupies at least 95 per cent. of the area of each patra. It is considered by the 
landlords as marketable timber ; but it is used by the raiyats as fuel. 

On enquiry, I find that there is a regular system in voguo in every village regulating 
the cutting of saksua for purposes of fuel, ‘This system seems to be very sound, as it 
assures a permanent fuel supply. 

When a sakhua tree is allowed to grow to any size, it is out by the landlord and sold as 
timber. The landlord gets some money, but from the raiyat’s standpoint it is a loss ; as, 
wheu a tree of considerable size is cut, it never grows again. 

When, however, young saplings are cut, a portion of the stem is left and they grow 
agaln, 

The saplings of a patra are out once a year, generally in March and April. A portion of 
the patra ie selected, and all the saplings in this portion are out, other portions being left 
untouched. 

‘The next year, another portion is selected, and so on. ‘The stems of the saplings attain 
to some size again in three or four years, and they are cut again. 

‘hus each block is prosorved for four or five years, and the blocks are out in rotation 
once every fourth or fifth year. If this system could be rigidly enforced, there would 
never be any lack of fuel for the ordinary requirements of the tenants, who supplement 
the supply from the paras, by cutting their own trees growing on cultivated lands from 
time to time, as occasion arises. ‘hey look to the big jungles for timber for their other 
‘lomestic uses and agricultural implements, 
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The landlords almost always reservo in each village a portion of the patra for growing 
timber. While the saplings are still young, they out the branches only for fuel. After a 
certain number of years, there are no branches left, and tho trunks alone remain. These 
biocks then become useless for fuel supply. When the trees have attained a fair size, 
they are cut down and sold; this kind of jungle is nevor replaced. So reservations for 
purposes of valuable timber are regarded by the raiyata as « proliminary to complete 
deforestation. 

A very great enemy of the fuel supply is the Zohar of the village. As stated above, 
it is only once a year that cutting of sakhua is permitted. But the villago Lohar wants 
charcoal every day of his life. He steals inside the patra, outs a tree, root and branch, 
leaves the branches alone (for fear of discovery, and also because the young branches 
do not yield good charcoal), and takes the lower portion of the stem and the root in his basket 
to his home, where he convorts them into charcoal at his leisure, A sapling thus uprooted 
is never replaced, 

From what [ have stated above, it will be ovident that in the casoof the small patras 
the raiyats would strongly resist any attempt at reservation in favour of the landlord. 
Thoy do not mind having to pay for timber for preparing their implements of agriculture 
or for rafters for their huts: but they must have their daily supply of fuel free. For 
agricultural purposes, they generally go to the big jungles and get their supply uf timbor. 

So far, therefore, es these small patras are concerned, it does not seem to mo to be at 
all necessary, or even desirable, to interfere with the oustom prevailing in the villages. 
As to the mischief done by Zohars it must continue; for, although the Lohar is at times 
somewhat roughly handled when discovered at his practice, he is gonerally abetted by the 
particular raiyats who want their ploughshares made quickly, and the chances of discovery 
are therefore small.” 


SO]. Atlempts at conservation sporadic.—It must be admitted, however, 
that the attempts at forest conservation, even with the object of maintaining an 
adequate fuel-supply, are sporadic. ‘In Lapung, which is adjacent to Bero, 
very little effort is made by the villagers to regulate the fuel-supply, though in 
some villages sporadic attempts are made. Mr. Guest, the Assistant Settle- 
ment Officer, who attested rents in this area, sums up the existing state of 
affairs as follows :— 


“ The local attompts at forest preservation are fow. Though the zamindars stated that. 
they employed forest guards the only ones J found were the biandars or local field agent 
and the dhangars (labourers), whose ideas of forest preservation are not so matured as to 
make them run the risk of falling foul of the general body of tenants, and the result is that 
the latter do what they like. 

The reasons why some landlords attempt to preserve jungle are mercenary ; their 
sule object being to make as much out of tho trees as possible, by seliing the timber. I 
came across no cases of sales or leases of the juugles which had been effected recently ; 
but this is not to the credit of the landlords, but is due to the fact that there is no 
dewand. 

In practically all cases in which the landlord had made attempts to preserve the jungle, 
he was found to have sold the trees suitable for making sleepers, or trees of small size 
for making rafters, etc.” 


302. Some effects of deforestation —I do not propose to discuss here the 
effects of deforestation further than to say that there is no evidence whatsoever 
that the thinning of the forests and the reclamation of parts of the jungle 
for cultivation have had yet any effect in decreasing the rainfall, or even in 
causing appreciable disturbances in its distribution. There is also no proof 
that the subsoil water level has receded. It is indeed extremely unlikely that 
any such ill-effects have been caused, asthe jungle area is still 32 per cent. 
of the whole district area and the country, as a whole, is well wooded, apart 
from the existence of forests. There is another argument against deforestation, 
which it is necessary to notice, viz., that the destruction of the forest is leading 
to deterioration of the cultivated lands of the district. The theorctical 
grounds, on which the theory is based, have, however, clearly nv application in 
this district. The fact is that the areas, in which the juncle has receded to 
comparatively small limits, contain the best and most productive lands in the 
district. Crop-cutting experiments show that the most productive lands are to 
be found in thanas Mandar, Ranchi, and Lero, where the juogle area is com- 
paratively small, and it isin these thanas and others, whore there is compara- 
tively little jungle, that uplands are cultivated every year, In the more jungly 
arcas, the crops grown on them are somewhat precarious, and they aro lett 
fallow every second or every third yer, not being able to produce crops every 
year, Fér instance, Bishunpur has a higher percentage of jungle than exists in 
any other outpost or thana jurisdiction, The uplands are so poor that they are 
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cultivated only once in overy 24 years on the average The existing facts are 
entirely opposed to the theory that deforestation is causing any deterioration 
of the soil in the cultivated area. The opposite appears to be the case. 

303. Conelusions.—'The conclusions, which appear to me to be reason- 
uble, after an experience of nearly 84 years in the district, and on a full con- 
sideration of the reports of the officers of the Scttlement department, who 
have enquired into the question, and all available statistics, are— 


I.—That there is still more than sufficient jungle in the district to 
satisfy all immediate requirements, and that none of the evil- 
effects of denudation have yet made themselves manifest. 

I].—That neither landlords nor tenants, however, pay sufficient atten- 
tion to the conservation of jungles, and that both frequently 
abuse their rights, the former by unrestricted and unregulated 
sales of timber to contractors and others, and the latter by 
extravagant felling of timber for their own use. 

III.—That the interests of the parties having joint interests in the 
jungles being antagonistic, it is in practice impossible to 
devise a system of joint management, which will offectually 
preserve permancntly a large proportion of the existing 
jungles. 

IV.—Under the existing system, the landlords are the chief suffurers, 
The cultivators can still obtain sufficient wood for fuel and 
other purposes ; but only s small percentage of the valuable 
trees are allowed to attain maturity, and the percentage of 
really marketable timber is, therefore, probably net more than 
a fourth or fifth of what it ought to be, after allowiny for the 
reasonable requirements of the village communities. There is 
thus great econonie waste. 

V.—The jungle question is, therefore, urgent for two reasons. It is 
the duty of the Legislature to interfere and stop the economic 
waste, if that ts possible, and to make provision for the muin- 
tenance of a minimum area, of permanent jungle properly 
wanaged ard conserved. 


“804. Remedies proposed.—l'rom. the statisties prepared by the Settlement 
department, it appeurs that there arc still 589 square miles of culturable 
iungle in the district, equivalent to 122 per cent, of its totul area. 

"It has been shown in the lust chapter that the majority of the ratyats 
under present conditions have little or 20 margin from which to pay their rents 
and to purchase the most common luxuries, and that the total produce of the 
cultivated lands is burely sufficient for present requiremcuts. It will be, there- 
fore, found altogether impracticable and indeed impossible to prevent the 
reclamation of the remaining culturable area for the purpose of increasing the 
food-supply, a8 the population incresses. There remain 1,392 square miles of 
non-culturable jungle, or nearly 20 per cent. of the total district area. This is 
more than sufficient to work upon, when it is considered that the country is 
still studded with trees and generally well wooded. It being impossible to en- 
trust the management of the jungles to either of the parties, who possess a joint 
interest in it, under present conditions, the expedient of State management at 
once suggests itself. J think, however, thut a system of State management 
is impracticable for the following reasons. 

A system of State management to be cffeciive would obviously require a 
large staff, including a large number of underlings. ‘The jungle arcas are 
scattered over about 1,500 villages in an area of 7,102 square miles. Ono or 
even two gazetted Forest officers could only hope to make a cursory inspection 
of these jungles once in about every two years. Without the asvistance of 
a large and expensive subordinate statf, penal clauses couid not possibly be 
uffective, The history of the district, and the recorded experiences of th: 
officers, who have studied the question, prove clearly that aboriginals are likely 
to be fleeced and oppressed by underlings toa peculiar degrce, and. 1 appre- 
acnd, therefore, that, if the State system of management were pot in force 
effectively, i¢ would become extremely onerous to the great body of the raiyats, 
sud would soon lead to disesntent and un outburst similar to the Birsa rising, 
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These facts require careful consideration. The expenses entailed by auch a 
system of management would be heavy, and altogether out of proportion to 
the present commercial value of the jungles. 

Lastly, the history of the management of estates in this district by State 
agency has not been in the past so successful as to warrant any expectation of 
successful management of jungles by a similar agency. The management of 
jungles is a much moro dilficult operation, and requires particularly delicate 

andling in prevailing conditions. With regard to the Encumbered Estates 
management, the landlords themsclves sometimes complain and suggest ite 
inefficiency, and it has been shown in a previous chapter that tho operations 
of the mansgement in the Munda country in the past was one of the causes of 
the agrarian discontent, which culminated in the Birsa outbreak. The 
management was characterized at least in one pargana by an cntire disregard 
of agrarian customs, which led to the breakdown of the ancient system of 
land-tenure in the area. 1 apprehend that some expert Forest officers might, 
in their zeal for forest conservation, pay insufficient attention to customary 
rights, and thus bring about disastrous results and possibly a speedy reversal of 
policy. I suggest the following solutiun :— 


305. Suggested system of management.—The State should acquire compul- 
sorily five or six compact blocks of non-culturable jungle, aggregating about 300 
square miles, and entrust the area so acquired to the Forest department to 
manage. All existing customary rights should be extinguished in these blocks. 
Care should, therefore, be taken to reserve a portion of jungle for the supply of 
fuel and wood and for grazing purposes for the village communitics, who have 
any rights of user in the jungles so acquired. The selected blocks might be 
located in thanas Ranchi, Angara, Silli, Kurdeg, Lohardaga, Kochedega, and 
Kolebira. The cost of their acquisition by the State would be comparatively 
inexpensive, as the commercial value of most of the jurgle is at present small. 
The management would, no doubt, at first be unremunerative; but, the blocks 
being compact, and, therefore, offering facilities for economic management, 
there is little doubt that after 10 or 15 years they would become remunerative. 
Surplus valuable timber could be sold to commercial companies, and wood 
suitable for fuel and agricultural purposes to the villagers. ‘There would thus 
be a minimum of permanent jungle in the district amounting to 4 per cent. of 
its total area. In view of the considerable oxcise revenue deriv.d from the 
district, the needs of the whole community, the gravity of the problem, and 
the difficulty of dealing with it on other lines, the proposal can hardly - be 
deemed extravagant. The landlords, I have reason to believe, would offer 
no opposition to the acquisition of a portion of their jungles. 

306. Partition of the junglee.— With regard to the remaining 1,100 square 
wiles of non-culturablo jungles, as it is clear that, as long as the present system 
of joint interest survives, economic waste must remain to a great extent un- 
checked, the only feasible remedy appears to be a partition of the jungle. The 
Deputy Commissioner should, therefore, be empowered on the application of 
the landlord or a majority of the raiyats, to partition the jungle area between 
them. In special cases, it would be necessary to make the process compulsory, 
and power should, therofore, be taken under proper safeguards with a view to 
the use of compulsory powers. It would evidently be impracticable to parti- 
tion culturable jungle or very small sreas, which are barely sufficient for 
present necds. In applying this process, power should, J think, be also taken 
to reserve arcas for grazing purpuses only. The cultivators exercise the 
customary right to graze their cattle in the jungles at present, and this fact 
must be taken into consideration in apportioning them. Lut the landlord 
should have exclusive control of the area assigned to him. 

It is not contended tiat, if this system were put in force, deforestation 
would be altogether prevented. Lut it would undoubtedly receive a check. 

It must be admitted that some of the landlords would probabjy dispose of 
ihe timber of their portions by sale; but at present none of them receive more 
than one-fourth or one-fifth vi the value of the true surplus, ard they are in 
any case entitled to protection against the present economic waste. It is also 
reasonable to suppose, even if they dispose of ali the timber, that, having an 
incentive to do so, they would proceed to re-sfforest the arca, and, in eny case, 
even if no artificial stimulus were applied, the progress of natural regeneraticn 
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would yo on unchecked and unhindered, As to the areas, which would be 
assigned to the village communities, as has been shown above with regard to 
the urea included in Bero outpost, the raiyats of the district—even the abori- 
vinals—are not so oblivious of their own interests, as is sometimes supposed, 
wherever the pressure on the jungle has become really serious, 

307. Rules for forest conservation by village communities. —It wouid, therefore, 
be sufficient to draft a few simple rules on the lines of the restrictions already 
imposed by custom, with a view to making their operation more definite and 
certain. The Deputy Commissioner should be empowered to inflict small 
fines for breaches of the rules, on the application of any member of the village 
community, and all sales of wood from these reserves for any purpose whatso- 
ever should be prohibited, 

When the area of jungle assigned to the village communities is thus 
restricted, there is little doubt that the members would feel some interest in 
preserving it, and individuals would, no doubt, complain to the authorities in 
vase of serious or contiuued breaches of the rules. The difficulties of partition 
have, in my opinion, been greatly exaggerated. The substitution of owner. 
ship by persons, whose interests are alike, for guasi-ownership by two 
parties, whose interest are entirely antagonistic, would, 1 am convinced, change 
the aspect of affairs, and would effectively tend to conservation of the forests, 
It would bring into operation forces and incentives, which are at present lack- 
ing, and the effective action of natural regeneration would not be hindered or 
retarded in tne area assigned to the landlord. 

808. e-afforestation.—Finally in those aroas, in which the jungle has 
receded to narrow limits, an effort should be made to re-afforest by planting 
small groves and trees throughout the area, All that is wanted is a provision 
in law, which would secure that all treos:planted or reared should belong to the 
planter or the person who rears thom, The rest may be left to the local 
authorities. ‘The raiyats and landlords of this district still appreciate 1 Deputy 
Commissioner, who takes a paternal interest in their welfare; and such an 
officer would have no difficulty in inducing them to plant groves and trees in 
suitable arceas. The European missionaries would, no doubt, assist. Prizes 
might be given by the loeal Agricultural Association for the best plantations 
in certain areas every year, and Sanads might be given to zamindars, who 
re-afforest considerable areas. In years of scarcity, when loans are mado to 
the people to help them to tide over their difficulties, a small sum might be set 
aside for planting trees and fencing the plantations, 

By these and similar means, that is, by onlisting the voluntary co-opera- 
tion of the people concerned, it is possible to provide for all the requirements 
of the future. The country is at present well wooded, and it seems a simple 
matter to improve these conditions in the ways suggested. 

Effective State control, that is, control by agents of Government with 2 
sufficient staff to manage forests after the manner of experts, and to prevent 
breaches of forest rules, is almost certainly bound to fail for tho reasons given 
above. XX Forest Officer stationed in the district with a few assistants and no 
subordinate agency of underlings could do little or nothing. An active 
European officer, I have found froma experience, van only get round an area 
of 800 or 900 square miles twice or thrice in a five or sis months’ tour, and he 
could, therofore, inspect the jungles in a jungle area only twice or thrice in 
a year, and the inspection would be necessarily somewhat cursory. The 
extent of the jungles and their scatterod character do not appear to bo 
sufficiently realized, and the expedient of appointing a Forest officer to manage 
them or to exercise control in them with no adequate subordinate staff to 
agsist him, is merely dallying with the question. 


TREES. 


309. The customs with regard to trees are as follows :— 


In goneral, trees belong to the person who planted them, wherever the 
may be situated. ‘This does not mean that a raiyat can trespass on the land- 
lurd’s of another raiyat’s land and plant trees there. As a rule, however, 
objections are rérely made to the planting of trees, and, when objection has 
not been made within a reasonable time, consent must ordinarily be deemed 
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to have been given, Trees, which are self-grown ina tenant’s land since the 
inception of the tenancy, but which have been tended or reared by the tenant, 
belong to him. 

Trees growing in the jungle or waste lands belong to the zamindar, unless 
they have been planted by a tenant, in which case they belong to him. When 
a tenant makes a clearance in the jungle and brings new lands under cultiva- 
tion, be frequently allows scattered jungle trees to stand on the lands com- 
prised within his tenancy. These trees still remain the property of the land- 
lord, and the right of ownership over them does not pass by custom to the 
tenant. 

The fruits of the trees growing in a tenant’s lands are generally enjoyed 
by the whole community, except the fruits of jack, karany and tamarind, which 
are the exclusive property of the owner of the trees, The right of the com- 
munity to enjoy the fruit of other trees owned by individual tenants would 
appear, however, to be a permissive and not an absolute right. Custom does 
not apply, of course, to the fruits of trees growing in gardens or other reserves, 
Trees grown by a tenant during the period of his tenancy accede to the soil, 
and the ownership in them passes to the landlord, on the termination of the 
tenancy. 

The owner of a tree can use it for producing lac or for any other purpose 
without payment of any fec, He can also cut it down, if required, without 
reference to the landlord. 


Ricut oF RECLAMATION. 


310. During the last two years of the attestation programme a record of 
the rights of the raiyats to reclaim jungle and waste was made. It was found 
that, with very few exceptions, the raiyats must by custom obtain the consent 
of the landlord before they commence reclamation. 


CHAPTER) X. 


Surrs, APPLICATIONS AND SETTLEMENT or Farr Rents. 


311. Before the commencement of the present Tenancy Act, there was no 
procedure in force for the settlement of fair/rents, or for the decision of disputes 
after finai publication of the record, except in two special cases, Fair rents 
were, therefore, not settled till after the passing of the Tenancy Act of 1908. 

312. Suits under Act I of 1879.—The suits entertained under the provi- 
sions of Act I of 1879 related to the incidents of Mundari Ahuntkalt? tenancies. 
As explained before, a final record was made of tho incidents of these tenancies 
throughout the district, and the entries made in the settlement records regard- 
ing them were conclusive, subject to the right of the parties aggrieved to bring 
a suit under section 160 of the Act in the Court of the Revenue-officer to contest 
their correctness or completeness. ‘The decision of the Revenue-officer under 
section 160 was conclusive, subject to the right of a final appeal to the Com- 
missioner of the division. All the suits filed appertained to the Munda country, 
the present Khunti subdivision. 

The table given below slows the number filed and the result of appeals :— 


-—— Tt Tt i re, 








Num ber of | Number of | ‘Number of Number of Number of Number of 
suits insti- |suits disposed; appeals decisions decisions decisions 
tuted. of. instituted. upheld. modified, reversed, . 
704 704 224 | 199 | 10 | 1é 











313. Suits under section 9A of the Commutation Act,—Sinilarly, suits under 
section 9A of the repealed Commutation Act to contest the correctness or the 
complcteness of the entries regarding pradial conditions were entertained, the 
game right of appeal being allowed to the Commissioner. , 
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Tho table given below shows the number filed and the results of 
appeals :-—~ 





Number of | Number of | Number of 





Number Number Number of 











3 Boats of suits decisions decisions | decisions re- 
ee aaa ra disposed Rainy upheld in modified on | versed in 
of. | appeal. appeal. appeal. 
Khonti 28 28 1 1 
Gumle 20 20 2 2 
Total... 48 48 3 3 














The returns for the sadar subdivision are not yet complete, as all the cases 
have not been disposod of. The number instituted is, however, small as in 
the other subdivisions. It will thus be seen that the decisions of the Settle- 
ment Officers were accepted by the vast majority of the landlords and raiyats, 
and no serious attempt was made to question the correctness or the fairness of 
the principles on which the commutation was made. 

314. Suits under section 87 and applications under section 85 of the Chota 
Nagpur Tenancy Act.—Since the passing of the Tenancy Act of 1908, suits for 
the decisions of disputes regarding any entry in, or omission from, the record 
were entertained under section 87 of the Act. Applications for settlement of 
fair rents can also be made under section 85. The extent to which the land- 
lords and tenants availed themselves ofthese provisions will be scen from the 
table given below :— 





Number of 
Number of «4s 
3 applications 
Yrar. Thanas or outposts, suits under | dor seo 


section 87, tion 85. 








1909 .. | Ghachra, Bishunpur, and 65 | 26 
Chainpur. 
1910 ... | Sisai, Lohardaga, Lapung, 





Bero, and Kuru. 
1 
i 


804 | 439 





The figures for the last year’s area are not available, as the time 
for filing suits and applications had not expired at the time of writing. ‘The 
suits and applications of the year 1909 have been disposed of, There were 
only one or two appeals from the decisions under section 87, which are still 
pending. The suits and applications of the year 1910 are being disposed of 
ut present, 

315. Applications under section 94.—In addition to the suits and applica- 
tions referred to above, provision was made in the new Act, permitting the 
filing of applications for settlement of feir rents on excess lands, which were 
found to be unassessed to rent at the time the record was completed. 

The landlords were allowed to file the applications in respect of areas, 
which had been finally published before the passing of the Act, provided they 
were filed within two years from the date of its commencement. There was 
no provision in the repealed Act for settling rent in such cases, and, as the pro- 
visions of sub-section (1) of section 94 debarred the landlords from enhancing 
the rents of tenancies for a period of seven years after final publication of thre 
record, when such publication was made before the commencement of the Act, 
it was considered fair to allow the landlords the chance of having rents settled 
on all excess lands, which had been recorded as unassessed, but assessable to 
rent (belagan kabil lagan). ‘The total number of applications filed under section 


O4 was— 


Subdivision Khunti aes w= OL. 
Subdivision Gumla ie we §=1,751 
Sadar vee ae ie 8 





Total woe wes 2,070 


——— 
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The applications concerned individual tenancies, and the rents were 
settled at current village rates. Nearly all the applications have been disposed 
of, and the decisions have been accepted without demur, as it was recognized 
that the question of enhancing the existing village rates of rent could hardly 
be entertained in (the case of a few scattered tenancies, without any reference 
to the whole body of tenants. 


SETTLEMENT OF FAIR RENTS IN GHAGHRA, BisnunpuR, AND CHAINruUR, 


316. Thana Ghaghra.—The Assistant Scttlement Officer, Babu L1. D. Roy, 
settled fair rents in thana Ghaghra, from which arca the maj ority of the 
applications came, at the following rates :— 


Rs. a. P. 
Don II=20 units of valuoat 38 2 0 per ere. 
Don TiI=16 ditto 2 8 ee 
Don IV=10 ditto 1 9 0 e 
Tanr I= 6 ditto 015 0 - 
Taur I= 2 ditto 05 0 . 
Tanr III= 1 ditto 0 2 6 


He allowed an enhancement on prevailing rates equivalent to 20 per 
cont, on the ground of rise in prices: but the prevsiling ratcs wero caleu- 
lated from the statistics of a large number of villages, The net result was an 
increase of rent varying from 22 to 83 per cent. Aorkar lands were assessed 
torent at half the rates for ordinary lands, and no rents were assessed on 
uncultivated or wasto lands in the possession of the raiyats The applications 
in five cases related to the rents of all the tenants in the village. 

317. Outpost Bishunpur.—In outpost Bishuopur, the rates fixed were— 


Re. aA. P. 


Don I at 212 0 per acre, 
Don III ,, 2 3 0 e 
Don IV ,, I BEN ss 
Tanr [ ,, 018 0 3 
Zany II ,, 04 3 " 
Tanr IIL ,, 0 2 3 is 


The increase in rent came to 4 percent, but the rates were fixed in one 
village only, tho other applications being dismissed on the ground that the 
existing rents were already sufficiently high. 

318. Chainpur thana.—The applications from Chainpur thana were all 
rejected, the incidence of the existing rent being found to be already suffi- 
ciently high, 

19. Appeals,—Thero wore only four appeals against these decisions to 
the Settloment Officer, in all of which the landlords were tho applicants. The 
appeals have been rejected, and the right of a second appeal to the Commis 
sioner was not availed of. The decisions have, therefore, become final, 

$20. Remarks.—The principles on which the rent settlements were nade 
appeur to have been very fair. It would evidently be inequitable to allow heavy 
enhancements of rent in a district, in which the land has been almost entirely 
reclaimed by the labour of the cultivators with no assistance from the land- 
lords, It has been already shown that the majority of the cultivators have 
little or no margin out of which to pay their rents, and the landlords can 
hardly argue that they should not be penalised because go many of the 
tenancies are small uneconomic holdings, 

In tho vast majority of cases they did not settle the tenants on the lands. 
They established their prosent limited proprietary rights, when large areas 
were already cleared, by processes already described; and it is, therefore 
absurd to contend tnat they are the absolute owners of the soil, and that the 
existing subdivisions of the cultivating tenancies, especially tho uneconomic 
holdings, should not be considered, whenever the question of the incidence 
of rent arises. 

The value assigned to the uplands is, no doubt, less than their value 
in normal years. But the crops grown on uplands are peculiarly precarious, 
If the distribution of the rainfall is unseasonable or uncqual, the crops grown 
on these lands are often a total failure, and, as it has always been the custom 
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in the district to consider the uplands as altogether subsidiary to the lowlands, 
it appears to be sound to assess the major portion of the rent on the latter. 

As the lands of the district have now been all classified, it is also a sound 
policy to aim at a general fixation of rents per thana or outpost unit. Where 
the conditions differ materially in different parts of a thana, it will be necessary 
to subdivide the area into two or more portions for the purpose of rent 
settlement. This is, however, exceptional. Whon rates have been struck 
for a thana or outpost unit, the landlords and raiyats will quickly begin to 
recognize them as the standard; new tenancies will be settled at these rates, 
and the possibility of future disputes obviated. The diversity of decisions in 
the past as to the incidence of rent was always a fruitful cause of agrarian 
discontent; and an attempt to settle rents throughout the district, village 
by village, would tend to perpetaate this diversity, and eventually to bring 
about again the strife and discontent which the settlement operations have 
allayed. 

7391. An important result of the rent setilement,—An important result of the 
definite settlement of rent on the uplands will be the protection afforded to 
the raiyat against enhancement of rent in future, owing to improvements 
made in the productive powers of the lands by his own agency. 

For instance, an acre of uplands, which has been now assessed to rent 
at five annas per acre, may, within the next fifteen years, be converted to 
lowlands (don} by the precess of embanking or terracing, by the raiyat’s 
own agency. 

As the landlord can only claim enhancements on the grounds mentioned 
in section 29 of the Act, he cannot plead the increase in the produetive powers 
of the soil, which has been brought about by the raiyat’s own agency, and the 
only ground of enhancement, which he can urge, is arise in the average 
local ‘prices of staplo foods during the currency of the settlement. On this 
ground he might obtain an enhancement possibly of one anna per acre; but 
he will not be entitled uhder the provisions of the law or, indeed, in equity 
to an assessment of rent on the land at the current rates for lowlands. 

he existing custom of assessment of even half the rates for lowlands on 
lands converted into korkar from uplands already included in the raiyat’s 
tenancy appears to be clearly inequitable; and, if the raiyat can prove that 
his uplands are already assessed to..rent, 2 is also illegal. There appears to 
be no good reason why the landlord should obtain an enhancement for lands 
included within a raiyat’s tenancy, merely because they have been improved 
by the raiyat himself. The question of the incidence of rent on korkar landg 
converted into rice-land from the landlord’s 4has or the jungle and waste, stands 
on an entirely different footing. 

It is interesting to’ note that in the Sonthal Parganas rent-settlement 
effected during recent years, one of the rules for settlement of rents, which 
were sanctioned by Government, laid down the principle that lands specially 
improved by the raiyat’s own agency should not be assessed at the rates for the 
class to which they have been raised, but at the rates for the class to which 
they uaturally appertained; the rule is as follows :— 

“Tf a raiyat can prove that improvement in the class of his land has been caused by his 
own efforts, made during the currency of tho expiring settlement (such exertion not being 
in the ordinary course of agriculture, but a special undertaking, such as the making of a 
bundh to catch the water, or the blocking and reclaiming of the bed of a water-course), he 
may claim that the land in question shall for this settlement be placed in the natural class, 
not in the class to which it has beou raised by his improvements,” 


CHAPTER XI. 


ConcLusion, 


322. The cadastral survey operations in Ranchi district commenced in 
the cold weather of 1902, and the settlement operations were practically con- 
cluded by the end of 1910, Atthe time of writing, only some applications 
for fair rent settlement, and suits filed within three months of final publication 
remain to be disposed of, 

323. Kesulis—-When Mr. Lister began the settlement operations, the 
Munda country was ina state of ferment. The Birsa rising, which tecalled 

t2 
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memories of the great Kol rebellion of 1831-32, had been nipped in the bud by 
the prompt action of the executive authcrities, and had been put down by 
military force. Tharevolt wasthe culminating point of the agrarian discontent, 
which had made its existence manifest by sporadic acts of violence for half a 
century. ‘The investigations of the Settlement Officers showed, however, that 
the Mundas had substantial grievances. Remedial measures followed. In 
1903 emergent legislation was undertaken, and a Bill was passed in the Bengal 
Council, the main objects of which were to define the customary rights of the 
cultivators, and to give finality to the record-of-rights, The settlement opera- 
tions which followed were carried out by My. Lister in a generous and 
sympathetic spirit, and the result has been the complete tranquilization of 
the Munda country. 

Prescriptive rights were not interfered with, but existing customary 
rights were confirmed, and measures taken to prevent their infringement in 
the future.. The Mundas and their landlords have undoubtedly accepted the 
record-of-rights as a final settlement of the issues, and any attempt 1o reopen 
the question, either for the landlords’ or the tenants’ benefit, must necessarily 
have an unsettling effect, and in the end can hardly fail to be calamitous, 

The long debated question of preedial dues and services has also been 
disposed of throughout the whole district, aud an unfailing source of 
agrarian strife removed. In addition, the cultivators of the district have 
now got security for their tenancies, and the landlords for their rents, The 
prolonged enquiries made by the Settlement Officers have shown conclusively 
that no tenant’s possession in his holding was formerly secure. Wrongful 
dispossession was an ordinary incident of numeroas cultivating tenancies, 
The more ignorant and illiterate landlords of the district were also frequently 
unable to realize their full rents, in face of hostile combinations of the tenants, 
This state of affairs has now ceased. The Courts have also got in the 
settlement Ahatians and the record of customary rights and usages a basis for 
the proper administration of the Jaw, which, if properly utilized, will prevent 
the miscarriages of justice so frequent in former times, 

For these reasons, | think that the settlement now completed is the most 
important administrative event for the masses of the people in Chota Nagpur, 
which has been carried through since the establishment of British dominion in 
this part of India, 

The immediate effects of the operations are conclusively shown by the 
cnormous decrease in litigation concerning rents and lands in the Courts. 
The Magistrates and Deputy Collectors, who administer the Revenue and 
Criminal law, have been stationed in the district usually only a year or two, 
and they have, therefore, no practical acquaintance with the conditions which 
existed in the country prior to the initiation of settlement operations. Their 
testimeny is, therefore, perhaps of little value, I have, however, taken the 
opinions of several pleaders, zamindars, and missionaries, and extracts from 
these opinions are quoted below:— 


324. Opinions.—-Babu Radha Gobinda Chowdhury, who is the leading 
Pleader of the Ranchi bar and has worked 22 years in the district, expressed 
the following opinion :— 


“ Most of the civil suits in Ranchi district concern small tenancies. The issues are first 
thrashed out in the Criminal Courts, and trom there they come to the Civil Courts, There 
has been a considerable decrease in this class of suit since the settlement records began to 
take effect, and a further decrease is to be expected. As regards rent-suits, there is also 
a decrease in litigations, as the only issue, which can now arise, is whether the ront has 
been actually paid or not.” 


Babu Sarat Chandra Roy, Pleader, one of the leading junior members 
of the Ranchi bar, writes:— 


“There can be no question that the recent settlement operations have resulted in a 
sudden and considerable decrease of litigation. The majority of law cases in this district 
involve disputes as to rights to land. Of bivil suits in the ‘settled area,’ there are hardly 
any left now, except suits for partition and inheritance (of which two classes of suits there 
have always been extremely few in this district), and money-suits generally based on simple 
bonds and mortgages. In the éhanas in which the records-of-rights have been recently or 
will shortly be published, it seems there will be very few civil suits in the regular Givil 
Courts. 4n the first place, the raiyats are poorer than formerly, and, in the second place, 
there seems to have been created a widespread impression ,in the minds of intending litigants 
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that the Civil Courts are not disposed to upset settlement decisions, and that cases under 
section-87. Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act, stand a better chance of success (if strong on their 
merits) than suits for the same relief in the regular Civil Courts. 

In the regular Revenue Courts, the hitherto large number of rent-suits in this district, 
involying every conceivable issue, have necessarily been reduced, I should think, by more 
than half, for practically the only issue now raised, and the one which can with any hope 
of success be raised, is the one of payment. 

As for crimiual cases, there has necessarily been an enormous decrease, for most of the 
criminal cases of the district were ‘ paddy-theft’ cases and cases of trespass on lands in 
assertion of a supposed or real right. Now, however, experience has taught the people 
that it is mere waste of money to seek a verdict, in opposition to the settlement records.” 


Babu Ashutosh Rai, a junior Pleader of the Ranchi bar, whose family 
has been long resident in the district, writes :— 


“ Cases have gone on steadily decreasing, and I am glad to be able to state, after mature 
consideration, that the settlement operations here have not only had the effect of 
considerably decreasing the number of criminal cases, but have also greatly simplified the 
issues in rent-suits, and, though at present there has been an increase in the number of civil 
suits at head-quarters, that need not count, as the bulk of the cases may be classed as settle- 
ment disputes now covered by section 87, Chota Nagpur 'I'enancy Act. I have no doubt 
ihat, when once these cases have been decided, the number will decreuse considerably. The 
fact is that the absence of any reliable documentary evidence was tbe fruitful source of 
litigation in the district, both criminal and civil. The majority of the more important 
arose out of land disputes, and in the O:vil Courts it was very mueh the same story. The 
Settlement Officers, by preparing a thorough and complete record of every inch of land in 
the country, have rendered the recurrence of such disputes difficult. 

In saying that there has been a large decrease in the number of cases, I have 
not had the advantage of examining statistics, but my conclusions are based on the fact 
that the legal practitioners here, pleaders and mukhtears alike, have felt the effect of 
the decrease in the considerable reduction of their own incomes.” 


1 have myself examined the statistics pf civil suits, and the figures are 
given below. There is, asa matter of fact, a very marked decrease in the 
number of suits in Gumla and Khunti. At head-quarters there isa slight 
increase, due to the fact that settlement operations bring disputed issues to a 
head. But I have little doubt that suits about title to land will in a year or 
{wo show a marked decrease in the sadar subdivision also. The decrease 
in the volumo of litigation is, however, mainly due to the simplification of the 
issues and the consequent ease with which the disputes can now be decided. 

Mr, Peppé, the manager of the Chota Nagpur estate, stated his views 
thus :—- 


‘Litigation has decreased enormously throughout the district asa result of the settle- 
ment operations. There is still ill-fecling in the villages, but no active strife. The 
landlords and raiyats know perfoctly well that they cannot fake possession of each other’s 
lands any longer with impunity. The rocord of the raiyats’ customary rights in jungle has, 
however, given an impetus to deforestation, and something ought to be done to put the 
jungle question on a satisfactory basis.” 


The Bara Lal of Palkot, who has frequently discussed local agrarian 
questions with me, is of opinion that the settlement records have definitely 
put a stop to the harassing litigation, which has ruined so many landlords and 
tenants. He lays special stress on the demarcation of villages, and the 
decisions of boundary disputes between zamindars, which, he says, in the 
past have been tho cause of heavy expenditure in his own estate. He is now 
demarcating the boundaries of his villages and tenures, according to the 
cadastral maps. 

The Reva. Dr. Nottrot, President of the German Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission, who has resided “about forty years in tho district, and has during that 
period been always recognized ‘by the local officials as an authority on Chota 
Nagpur affairs, writes :— 

“T am of opinion that the settlement has done immense good for the aborigines of 
Chota Nagpur, and my strong hope is that expensive and ruinous litigation has been 
permanently stopped. Of course members of the same family will quarrel here and there 
amongst themselves about their lands, but that no Jaw will ever prevent. ‘ 

‘Lhe greatest boon, conferred by the settlement, is that the raiyats have now security in 
their holdings. 1 have already observed how busy many of them are improving their lands, 
making dandds, planting fruit-trees, ete., ete., and, when I asked them why they had not done 
so before, they said, because there was no security, as the landlords would have taken them 
ail for themselves. I think that a new epoch has been ushered in for our Mundas and 
Oracxs, and that they owe to the settlement operations now concluded,” 
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The Revd. Father Hoffmann, s.3., writes :— 


“ Having for 26 years resided in villages among the cultivators of Chota Nagpur, I 
have had the best opportunities of knowing their needs. ; 

It is no exaggeration to say that the state of inseourity of nearly all kinds of tenures 
and titles to possession was so universal as to seriously depreciate the value of lands and 
cripple agriculture. This insecurity was not limited to the raiyats’ holdings, but extended 
to the zamindars’ as well. So much so, that it was a common belief that any man with a. 
little audacity and a little money might take possession of what lands ho pleased. The 
courts, having usually little or nothing to go upon but oral evidence, were in practice not 
merely powerless, but were in a way bound to assist rather than to check spoliation. ‘This, 
I know, is a startling statement. But if any one feels inclined to regard it as exaggerated, 
let him first consider how easy it was for the unscrupulous, in the absence of all legal records 
of tribal rights and customs, in the absence of all legally fixed and demarcated boundaries 
of villages as well aa fields, among an ignorant people, who could neither understand the 
court language, nor nake themselves understood except through interpreters, how easy it was, 
I say, in these circumstances for them to prove in court any claim they might chose to make. 
‘This was all the more easy, as the officers, who administered the laws, were but very imper- 
fectly acquainted with the local customs, the tribalylaws of inheritance, and the land system 
of the three aborignal tribes of Chota Nagpur. Flow and where could officials acquire 
this knowledge at a time, when no records] of them existed, and when the ignorance of the 
difficult aboriginal languages rendered any real intercourse with the poople difficult, if not 
impossible P 

In their hewilderment and despair, the aborigines on sevoral eccasions were driven to 
attempts at risings and, in fact, always lived in a state of unrest and disaffection; and 
this only made their case all the worse, as it naturally tended to diminish and, indeed, 
alienate the sympathies of the Government officials. 

In such a state of affairs, a general ‘settlement was a necessity. Now that it has been 
completed, it has, in the course of a couple of years, furnished the plainest proof of its 
importance and utility. Examine the statistics.of the Ohota Nagpur courts, and compare 
the present volume of litigation with—that which. existed before the settlement! In a 
country where litigation is so justly considered a national calamity, the enormous decrease 
in the volume of litigation is one of the clearest illustrations of the beneficial effects of 
settlement operations. 

.+... 4am of opinion that the Settlement Officers’ have not done full justice to the 
legitimate claims of the aborigines; but notwithstanding this fact, the settlement just con- 
cluded is undoubtedly the greatest benefit, which the British Government have so far 
conferred on Chota Nagpur.” 


Mr. Hallet, 1.¢.8., who has been in charge of Gumla Subdivision for two 
or three years, wrote last year :-— 


“Tho rents being finally fixed, there is no longer any need to hear evidence as to the 
rate of rent and the area of the tenancy, and protracted hearings are thereby avoided. 
During the past year, the majority of the contested rent-suits have come from Sisai 
thana, where settlement operations are atill pending. Other cases are not contested at all, or 
are speedily decided by reference to the record-of-rights, uo attempt being made to rebut its 
correctness. The result is that the parties are saved from much trouble and expense: and 
the only people who complain are the mukhtears and pleaders, whose incomes are undoubtedly 
somewhat diminished. 

With regard to the Civil Court work, the Munsiff of Gumla tells me that the majority 
of cases come from Chainpur, Raidih, and Ghaghra thanas. He has had few cases from Biru 
and the other thanas in which settlement operations were completed three or four years ago, 
and he, consequently, anticipates that after a year or so the Civil Court work will be extremely 
light. The settlement operations have also had effect in criminal work. Proceodings under 
section 145 show a considerable decrease in 1909-10. I am unable to give figures for paddy~ 
cutting cases ; but during the year, I have had few such cases from thanas, whore the record 
was published more than a year ago. 

The raiyats are well satistied with the results of the operations; and, I have met 
inhabitants of Jashpur State, who envy their neighbours in Ranchi and express the wish that 
the operations should be extended to their country.” 


325. Some statistics,—The table given below shows the number of suits to 
recover arrears of rent filed during the last eight years, and the number of 
appeals to the Deputy Commissioner :— 








se0.,| 1903.0, | 1904-06. 





| 3008-06 | 1906-07, 107-02 | 103.00, | 1905-10, 





Number of suits for arrears of | 2,058 | 1,420 | 1,208 | 1,876 |1,820 | 1,282 | 1,672 {1,927 
rent. : 

Number of appeals ww. { 105) 154} 188 85 | 166) ils 88 45 

Percentage of appeals to number ts) il 12 5 9 9 2 2 
of suits. | 





i need 
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The number of suits filed shows no marked variations. But the simplifica- 
tion in procedure and the comparatively uncontested character of the issues 
are clearly indicated by the remarkable diminution in the number of appeals 
during the last two years, #.¢., since the settlement records began to take effect 
in a considerable portion of the district. 

The table given below shows the number of title suits regarding iand 
filed in the Munsiffs’ Courts during the last four years :— 





Number of suits institut- 


cae | 1907. | 1908. | 1909. | 1910. 

Munsifi’s Court, Khunti 244 | 111 91 70 
xe »  Gumla 187 142 82 62 

ss » Ranchi 236 205 230 292 





The Munsiff’s Court at Khunti was established in 1906. Taking the 
number of suits filed in 1907, as the former standard, the Khunti returns show 
a decrease of 350 per cent., the Gumla returns a decrease of 225 per cent., 
and the Ranchi (head-quarters) returns an increase if 28 per cent. for the 
year 1910, The area included in Khunti subdivision came under settlement 
first, and the records were all finally published some years ago. Gumla was 
dealt with after Khunti. The records of the sadar subdivision (Ranchi) 
have not yet been completed from final publication ; one, two, or three years 
must, therefore, elapse before the effect on litigation becomes marked. 

Tho figures showing the numbers of appeals in rent and ti‘le suits institu- 
ted from Ranchi district in the Judicial Commissioner’s Court are not available, 
as the returns are compiled for the division, and not for the district. The 
total number of appeals of all classes dropped in 1910, however, to 271 against 
an average of about 650 for the preceding four or five years. 

This great decrease is due mainly, no doubt, to the appointment of a 
separate Sessions Judge for Manbhum. and Singhbhum, to whom the jurisdiction 
in this class of appeals from these districts has also been transferred; but it is 
clear that the decrease in the volume of litigation about the incidents of 
tenancies and title to land in Ranchi district has had a considerable effect in 
bringing about this result. 

Mr. Thomson, the Deputy Commissioner, kindly gave me permission to 
examine the records of the revenue and criminal cases appertaining to the 
sadar subdivision some months ago. I examined the records of the cases 
disposed of during the first-half of the year 1910, and find that the settlement 
records have had a remarkable effect. Eight years ago, I was much struck 
by the fact, when I came to the district, that litigation about land and the 
incidents thereof was regarded much in the light of a gamble. The verna- 
cular expression “ khel ka bat” was commonly applied to denote the results. 
Tn nearly all the casas, the records of which I examined, the settlement entries 
were accepted as binding by the parties, and, in all cases, the Courts had given 
effect to the settlement decisions, There are, of course, still numerous suits 
and proceedings, This must necessarily continue, as the settlement records 
cannot compel spendthrift jagirdars and raiyats to pay their dues punctually. 
Disputes about lands will also certainly arise. If this were not so, there 
would not be much need of an expensive and elaborate administration, The 
difference between the state of affairs, which exists to-day, and that which 
existed before the initiation of the settlement operations, is that suits can 
now be disposed of quickly after one or two adjournments with little expense 
to the parties and without much labour on the part of the Courts. In addition, 
the decisions, which are founded on findings, which are the results of extensive 
and prolonged local enquiries, are in accordance with facts, and are ordinarily, 
therefore, accepted without demur. I estimate that the labour involved in the 
disposal of revenue suits and proceedings throughout the district is now not 
more than one-fourth the amount it was when the settlement operations 
began ; and the same is true, though perhaps in a less degree, with regard to 
the disputes about possession of lands, ‘The burden of the Courts has been 
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thus enormously diminished, and there will be now no need, for many years to 
come, for a further extension of the subdivisional system. It is not suggested 
that these results are duo to the excellence of the system under which the 
operations were conducted. The provisions of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy 
Act secure finality for several of the most important items of the records, and 
the operations, whether conducted by officers of the Settlement department or 
by any other trained agency, provided they were carried out with ordinary 
discretion and prudence by officers possessing some acquaintance with local 
agrarian conditions and basing their decisions on local enquiries, could not fail 
to produce similar effects. 

lt is not contended also that all parties are satisfied with the record-of- 
rights. There are some landlords who, no doubt, consider that the Settlement 
Officers have unduly interfered with what they consider their prescriptive 
rights, and there are missionaries who think that more might have been done 
40 restore the ancient status of the cultivators. All parties, however, admit 
that they are bound to accept the results in all essentials, and there is a con- 
gensus of opinion that the burden of the administration has been enormously 
lightened. 

326. An acknowledgment.—During the operations, the Settlement Officers 
reccived assistance and advice from all the officials who held administrative 
charges in the district. On behalf of Mr. Lister and myself, I wish to express 
our special indebtedness to the Hon’ble Mr, Slacke, and Mr. Gait, the Commis- 
sioners of the Division, Mr. Carnduff and Mr. Vincent, the Judicial Commis- 
sioners, and Mr. Maude and Mr. Stephenson, Deputy Commissioners. 

I owe myself a special acknowledgment to the present Commissioner, 
Mr, McIntosh, the Deputy Commissioncr, Mr. Thomson, and the Judicial Com- 
missioner, Mr. Kingsford. Mr. Thomson became Deputy Commissioner at a 
period when the records were beginning to take effect, and it is to his adminis- 
tration of the district that the success of the settlement is largely due. I also 
desire, both on my own behalf and on behalf of ail the officers serving under 
me, to express to Messrs, Maddox, Kerr, and McPherson, Directors of Land 
Records, and to Colonel Crichton, Director of Surveys, our gratitude for the 
consideration and help which we always received from them, We are also 
indebted to the European missionaries and several zamindars. ‘The assistance 
and advice of the European missionaries, whose knowledge of the people and 
their customs is unrivalled, were always placed at our disposal. We owe a 
special measure of thanks to the Revd. Father Hoffman, 8.J., and the late 
Revd. Mr. Kiefel of the German mission. Father Hoffman is the recognized 
authority on the language and the customs of the Mundas; and his deep 
insight into, and thorough knowledge of, the character of the aborigines, were 
invaluable, Among zamindars, I may specially mention Mr. Peppé, and 
the Bara Lal of Palkot. Mr, Peppé is the manager of the great Chota Nag- 
pur estate, which is a model zamindari in this part of India. 

327. Notice of oficers.—It now remains for me to acknowledge the good 
services of the officers who were employed during the operations. Mr. Lister 
initiated and completed the operations in the Munda sub-division, the most 
difficult and complex part of the programme. ‘lo him is mainly due the 
tranquilization of that part of the country, and the cessation of agrarian strife 
among the Mundas. A list of the officers, who served in the Settlement 
department in Ranchi, is given in Appendix I, The great majority of them 
worked loyally and well; but I can only mention specially those whose 
industry and capacity rendered them specially prominent, Mr. J. D. Sifton, 
1.6.8. was in charge of the cadastral operations during two seasons, and 
officiated as Settlement Officer on two occasions. His mature judgment and 
good sense were always invaluable. Of the officers who were employed in the 
ordinary, but important, duties of cadastral survey, attestation, case work, 
etc,, the following deserve special mention :—Mr. W. H. Nelson, 1.c.s., Babu 
Jagendra Nath Pal, Mr. 8. S. Day, Babu Rajani Kanta Sen, Babu Surendra 
Nath Sen, Babu Bhuban Mohan Chatterji, Mr. C. W. E. Connolly, Babu Chuni 
Lal Basu .(Munsiff), Babu Hari Das Roy, Akhouri Gopi Kishore Lal, Mr, F. A. 
Alderson, Mr. H. McPherson, Babu Satkouri Pati Roy, aud Mr. J. H. Murphy 
of the Survey cf India, 
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List of Officers employed in Ranchi Settlement. 








PERIOD. 
ea Name or Orricens. Designation. REMARKS, 
Oo Year. | Month. | Days, 
1 2 3 4 | 5 | 6 vd 
: } 
1 | Mr. EL Lister, 1.0.8. 4. a. | Settlement Officer aes 4 2 17 
Y. M. Db. 
Settlement Officer 3 3 0 
. Covenanted Assis- 
2} . John Reid, 1.¢,8. tant Settlement . s 27 
Officer in charge 1 0 27 
ere omen Officer 0 8 4 
j ovenanted Apsis- 
3) ,, J. D, Sifton, 1.0.8. tant Settlement 1 10 24, 
Officer incharge 1 2 20 
4] 4, W. H, Nelson, 1.0.8, Covenanted Assistant Settle- 9 4 
ment Officer in charge. 
5 |, J. C. Leighton, I.c.s. ast Ditto ste ; 9 2 
6| , M.C, McAlpin, rcs. 3 Ditto ies 5 3 
7| , B.A. Collins, 1.0.8, ven Ditto a ‘a 3 27 
814, E. H. Berthoud, t.c.s. e Ditto oo 1 29 
9 | Babu Jozendra Nath Pal «| Assistant Srttlement Officer 4 si... 
WW] Surendra Nath Sen as Ditto vi 4 7 6 
VW » Rajaui Kanta Sen - Ditto ee 4 1 2 
12 | Mr. F. H. Alderson... aes Ditto ne 4 ons Sen 
13]. B.A. Oukley a Ditto scale aa 6} 1 
14 } Babu Hari Das Roy ee Nitto aes 3 4 5 
13 (Mr. H. McPherson... ay: Ditto eve 2 10 1 
16 | Maulvi Mohammad Abdus Salam ... | Ditto ie 2 9 5 
17 | Mr. H. D. Van Grieken taal Ditto ee 2 5 8 
18 | Babu Nishi Kanta Chatterji ins Ditto ass 2 4 13 
19 | Mr. P, D. Gomes aye Ditto iat 2 4 6 
20 | Babu Bhuban Mohan Chatterji ... Ditto ie 2 1 20 
v1 | Mr. Sorab 8. Day su Ditto we 2 tea 26 
vz | Babu Lalit Kumar Sen Ditto = 2 ree 24 | Non-gazetted. 
93 », Akhoui Gopi Kishore Lal Ditto Sa 2 ae 16 
24 5, Braja Nath Rey a Ditto Pe 1 10 15 
+6 | Mr. C. W. &, Connolly ie Ditto nae 1 9 29 
vg | Bubu Satkouri Pati Roy ae Ditto - J 9 27 
v7 | Mr. J. 8, Murpby =... .. | Professional Adviser : 1 7 18 
98 | Babu Lakshmi Narain Patnaik .,, | Assistant Settlement Officer’ l 6 27 | Munaiff. 
yy | Pandit Raj Ballab Misir 7 Ditto 5 1 6 25 | Non-gazetted. 
30 | Babu Remu Lal Varma Seb Ditto eee 1 6 22 
31 » Chuni Lal Rusu a Ditto ; 1 6 6 | Munsiff, 
32 | Maulvi Kabirnddin Abmad wi Ditto tee 1 4 7 
33 | Babu Syimohan Das Gupta ss Ditto es j 3 23 
8+ | Maulvi Syed Mohammad Ismail ... Ditto a 1 2 12 | Nou-gazetted. 
35 | Mr. EB. A. Guest oe es Ditto of af 2 10 
36 | Babu Sarbart Kanta Gupta a Ditto Gan 1 1 26 
37 » Umesh Chandra sil Pe Ditto mn 1 re 10 
38 | Mr M,U, Angelo __..- a: Ditto ee 1 te 9 | Non-gazetted. 
gy ! Babu Sailesh Nath Makherji ve Ditto ‘ 1 tes 2 
40 » Satish Chandra Sinha a Ditto on 1 - 1 | District Kanungo. 
4. | Maulvi Abdul Bari . Ditto ee ee 11 5 
42 | Mr. P. 6, Causley .. ... | Professional Adviser a ae 10 27 
43 | Babu Bipin Bibari Mukherji Assistaut Settlement Officer ve 9 27 | Munsiff. 
a4 >: Satish Chandra Roy Ditto by oe 8 28 
45 » Suresh Chandra Deb Ditto . ee 8 21 
46 »» Surat Chandra Mazumdar ,., J. itto Se be 8 it 
47 » Iswari Prasad Singh bis Ditto watt Sees 7 28 
a8 ._y Amulya Krishna Dutt ooh Ditto if A 7 13 
4”, Mr. H.W. Alderson ... oe Ditto ‘ake i 7 . | Non-gazetted, 
30 1 Babu Harihar Charan oe Ditto tee is 7 as Mansiff. 
aL | Mr. J. F. Gantzer Z : Ditto : Po 7 ; 
52 | Bub Nirode Krishna Rey tes Ditto ‘ snd 6 27 
53 1 Mr. W, Roba ~ tax Ditto : we 6 27 
o4: » F.M. Hollow es <b Ditto is 6 18 
cé Manulvi Abdul Kadir Khan : Titto or an 6 14 
ab Babu Khitish Chandra Roy ; Ditto ss 4 6 18 | Non-gazetted. 
> | Mr. 8, C. Gasper Sa : Ditto - 3 6 13 
r ns | Bubu Chandss, Kumar Sen Gupta Ditto SANs any 6 6 
34 | Maulvi Amjad Ali ibe Ditto ra ae 6 4\% 
He) ese H. D. Christian ... wt Nitto Al eo 6 4 
61 | Babu Tarini Prasad Varina £ | Ditto ry er 6 a 
oz > Mx EB. 8 Baldwin .., ‘ Ditto ea ‘a 6 2 
os | Babu Asbutosh Makherji se Ditto er ee 6 w= | Munsiff. 
G4 » Surendra Nath Bose Iitto “ea " | 6 hak 
te » Sarat Chandra Ganguly Ditto in ean 5 28 | District Kanungo, 
66 » Janini Mohan Chatterji Ditto on ae 5 18 
67°. ,, Satish Chandra Gupta Ditto sas a 5 11 
68 » Akboy Kumar Sen Ditto - 5 6 
ov: ,, Aswani Kumar Dott ars Ditto te A 27 
90 ' Mr, H. M. Shelverton Ditto 4 4 9 
7)  Maulvi Fazalur Rabaman Ditto sis 4 6 
72 Myr. N. Bedford ve eae | Professional Adviser i 4 ve 
53 Babu Dhanukdberi Lal wae | Assistant Settlement Officer ~ 3 ne 
74 Upendra Nath Roy Ditto nl 2 297 | District Kanungo. 
75 Nagendra Nath Bhattacharji Ditto 2 26 | Munsiff. 
"GE .. Mchiat Mohan Senapati Ditto 7 2 ae 
vo Mr, Alfred Bose . ea Ditto sey joa 10 
_+# a Rn a te 
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Mian 
CROPPED 
Dox. | 
g Tana on Ovrrost. pe na at | | ” ca Se | I 
g Doffasila Total don 
a Bhadvi. Aghani, =) Rabi | Total. twice: | minua doffa. 
‘a | i cropped), sila (6—7), 
é | | 
1 2 | 3 4 | 6 | 6 | ? 8 
ec No a ees Sc: | 
AL OD A. D. A, dD A.oov. A. D. Au oD, | 
Gouia Suppivision. 
Sivai 23.768 26 14,179 79 64 67 98,003 62 63 86 87,949 77 
9) Palkot  .. 10,464 83 6.548 26 | 16 82 17,333 41 8 00 17,326 4 
3 }Gumla 16,23) 2) 14,35 971 73 67 80,610 76 5421 30,566 C% 
4 | Ghaghra 14,470 76 9,102 83 317,15 23.950 74 194 68 23,756 06 | 
§ |Chaippur ... 36,758 27 12,169 96 10% 16 29,032 39 63 25 28,969 14 
6 | Rardin 8,878 16 8,913 68 44 34 15,836 17 27 61 16,808 66 
7 |\Kurdey ot 11,764 49 6,773 U8 46 47 18,583 04 34 70 18,648 o¢ 
8 | Kochedega 20,671 23 18,872 135 22 41 39,506 49 1] 23 80,554 61 | 
9 | Bishunpur 6,650 92 3,057 79 4°65 28 9,103 9y 402 64 8,791 45 
10 | Bano 7,345 11 6,866 19 | 33 16 14,223 46 $0 92 14,198 24 
11 | Kolebira | 13,316 68; 1,050.97 465 09} 24,107 68 28 18 |, 24,879 60 
12 | Basia, a} 19,181 78 | 16,068 02 | 13.33} 84,263 33 183 69 | 34,074 6a 
Subdivisions! total ...| Iwan? 63 | oer se! Lo neco Bs | 295,008 or | 1-982) | 298,96 86 
pe aa : _ Nii | ea reac 
Sapdag Syxpivieon, 
3 | Burn 15,195 6 5,622 66 195 48 20,823 72 163 27 20,20 45 
y | ero ‘is 17,665 92 8,161 16 | 6 72 26,852 79 36 91 25,816 88 
gj} Burmu he 6,611 83 3,702 43 62 38 10,276 69 33 34 10,237 25 
4 | Lapung 9,559 63 4,962 12 14 64 14,606 39 | 12 49 14,193 90 
g | silti th is 13,21) 92 "4,870 19 31) 21 18,302 621 , 279 69 18,113 08 
g | Ormanjhi . 7,946 v7 2,856 29 215 37 11,016 73 208 31 10,808 42 
7 | Angard 7,795 28 4,951 72 206 26 12,962 21 194 83 12,767 88 
g | Méndar 28,382 88 11,199 09 182 05 29,764 02 145 59 39,618 43 
g | Ranchi ee 49,160 64 25,945 98 10 13 75,286 75 167 16 75,119 69 
to | Lobardaga 46,%77 00 18,083 6. 188 14 65,148 75 167 53 | 64,991 22 
Subdirisional total ... 22,926 00 ‘fa 90,184 21 | 1,510 3 94,020 57 a 3aa v2 | 292,676 65 
fe =| —~|———-—— 
Kgontr Suapivisien. | 
1 | Sowhatu ... 17,146 91 11,444 68 $27 76 2RGIY £6 275 88 28,663 47 
2 | ‘Tamar 32,400 23 16,029 10 1,498 8] 49,928 14 1,449 79 45,478 36 
3 | Buadu 9,0)1 48 5,597 08 ZBL 6B 14,830 63 221 64 14,608 39 
4 | Khunti 26,152 8 17,411 86 411 46 41,008 40 398 38 | 48,610 02 
6 | Karrs 13,265 42 8,629 OY 71 49 21,856 UO 41 15 | 21,814 86 
6 | Torpa 16,643 40° 12,592 03 | 122 39 29,358 82 127 68, 29,281 24: 
Subdivisional total .. 114,600 svi 73,838 &4 9.666 43. 488,900 73, 2,514 42 186,386 92 | 
Disrricr Toran... 488,434 10 | 287,068 97. 5.436 3) 577,926 38 $956 65 272,689 73 
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IL. 
Kasra, 
ee Oe ce eC a ET 
AREA. 
Tawa, | Other cropped. 
| : - Re pec pe 
Dotiasil, | Total tomy 1° total of | STOVER ety 
Bhadci. Aphani. Rabi. Total. (:wice Doffasita Doffasila, | P airs . 
cropped). (12—13), ete. 
iy, ee ais 
9 10 il Ww 13 14 15 16 
Poo OD. a. D. A. D. AD. A, D. A. D, A, D, A. D, 
| 
66,070 48 13,702 28 3,348 96 83,121 67 | 91 37 $3,080 30} 126,980 07 2,287 78 
29,202 96 6,265 96 838 67 36,308 48 j 82 85 36,225 68} 63,551. 04 952 58 
44,281 95 8,427 62 3,374 18 56,083 70 | 687 8 55,415 73 85,971 76 2,093 39 
38,784 39 9,978 46 4,243 58 53,006 43 1,075 2¢ 51,931 17 75,687 23 984 73 
81,006 74 21,655 72 4,783 62 107,884 93 1,896 65 106,488 40 134,467 64 530 94 
33,268 U8 7,473 32 1,426 90 42,168 26 190 48 41,977 177 67,786 43 894 22 
31,434 65 7,967 67 9,137 16 48,529 87 \ 438 65 48,080 72 66,629 06 | 164 13 
74,219 45 20,860 52 10,907 03 105,987 60 414-26 105,672 74 145,127 36 899 30 
26,140 09 4,021 85 3,(37 93 33,099 87 | 1,661 21 31,438 66 49,230 11 254 09 
32,205 337 10,249 36 3,118 17 45,672 90 470 70 45,102 20 59,2065 44 | 489 24 
49,909 42 | 13,314 13 8,881 22 67,104 77 464 28 66,640 49 £1,019 99 1,162 20 
66,149 39 24,884 33 2,465 08 80,498 Bt) 264 60 80,234 20 114,308 84 1,723 24 
we an | | | ri 
661.671 78) 146,682 17 50,562 24) 768,866 19 7,728.19 | 761,138 G0 | 1,045,044 86 11,906 77 
| | t 
17,504 48 | 1,087 30 872 17 19,433 96 | 65 86 19,368 09 49,088 64 780 14 
; 81,633 #2 6,255 80 1,367 16 £8,236 78 | 64 83 | 38,171 93 63,988 81 | 1,192 93 
91,122 13) 4,683 46 3,687 64 | 29,493 22 1,263 48 28,930 74] 98,476 99 389 23 
24,398 73 7,984 88 1,839 40 34,222 96 27 22 34,195 74 48,639 64 902 63 
11,310 93 6,336 95 2,257 79 19,904 67 1,405 72 18,498 96 36,611 98 84 61 
| 19,601 07 324 69 1,683 68 17,859 24 437 96 17,421 29 28,229 71 968 71 
19,455 89 9,213 44 2,869 77 31,639 10 1,660 13 29,978 97 | 42,736 36 672 40 
27,783 22 3,347 32 2,817 67 43,448 21 5365 65 42,912 66 82,589 99 1,787 59 
80,461 48 15,819 63 6,515 81) 102,787 32 728 92 | 162,088 40 | 177,177 ¢9 4,188 88 
69,822 12 7443 28 3,261 38 80,816 76 321 94 80,194 82| 145,486 04} "9.625 78 
328,173 a7 | 63,566 49 26,802 85 417,842 a 6,501 72 | 411,340 49 704,017 od 7 18,492 30. 
| 1C,181 86 | 12,964 03 2.919 45 26,015 34 1,894 22 94,821 12 63.264 59 116 36 
48,042 69 18,576 75 6 062 40 71,621 84 4,208 6 67,693 16} 148,071 61 129 35 
| 10,457 88 7,084 37 9,205 61 12,747 76 958 10 18,789 66 33,393 05 143 16 
61,242 90 31,856 10 3,807 07 98,206 07 2,683 35 94,222 72) 187,832 74 1,125 34 
37,262 67 20,293 47 2,654 74 60,212 88 507 45 69,705 43 81,520 28 1,877 95 
60,68) 48 29.81) (8 8,809 84 | 84,284. 90 P54 82 83,430 08 112,66! 82 1,183 82 
1 105,65 13] 832083 48 [e178 00 [585.07 1 24,766 5h 1,510,740 68. 2,283,710 39 | 24,068 65 
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| COLTURABLE ABBA OTHER THAN CURRENT 
Total oropped | Current 
g Tuana og Ourvosr. r S41 8). fallow. ae ke Baas . 
a | Old fallow, kharour aad jnngie. Other kinds. 
& i bamboos. 
2 : — ee ee = L —-- ——- a pe 
7 18 | » | a1 99 
ae a TT 7 - ee eeron ay 
Guata Suspiviston. A OD A. D. A, D. AU OD, A, Dz A. OD. 
1 | Sisai 123,267 86 163 25| 8,891 83 2,016 26 7,874 36! 43,843 98 
9 | Palkot 54,603 62 1ST 22 | voi 72| 1686 26] 1,811 27 499 99 
$|Gunls ww | 88,066 08 189 06 | 7,022 88 LTi9 00 6,644 14 1,150 16 
4/Ghaghra ... .. | 76,651 68 314 95 6,365 27 729 38 4707 99 | $60 63 
6 | Chainpur ... 134,988 48 161 a 7,485 00 122 38 12,097 421 1864 18 
6 | Raidih 68,180 65 6444) 8,867 84 3,097 82) 24,161 67 504 44 
7 | Kurdeg 66,788 19 15 28! 7,638.73 «2,013. 12) 85,417 76 945 U7 
8 | Koohedegs | 148,026 66 | 413-88 | 8,092 13 3,266 97} 68,693 90 1,056 12 
9 | Bishunpur 40,484 20 | 106 91 | 4,874 40 190 64 26,095 U6 Qik 44 
10/Buno,, w | 69784 68 |) 11 u 2600 92, 1,864.82 | 95,811 68 296 865 
11 | Kolebira .. 92,182 19 933.661 6,608 30 2,349 69 | 71,098 66 584 81 
12 | Basia 116,032 08 217 O1 | 6161 49 2,846 23 | 18,021 86 669 33 
Subdivisional total ... 056,050 68 9.397 aT; T1568 48] 19.840 43 ~ 310,692 68 10.248 67 
Savas Suppivistoy. ee ea Sh a i aa eens 
1 | Kuru 40,868 68 139.14 : 3,288 53 | 58 63 2,832 61 | 669 91 
@/Bero a 65,181 74 74:4 4137 08 | 698 68] —1R,1K3 49 265 83 
3| Burm. | 938,866 22 8064! 8,598.17 92.63 | 22,882 91 486 09 
4 | Lapung 49,692 17 66 08 9,428 84 9367 | 6,313 01 | 4,067 65 
6 |Sili a 36,696 69 7694; 3,062 64 142 16 2,727 83 701 03 
6 | Ormanjhi .. we | 29,198 42 99921 1,807 69 19 2t| 8,833 97 309 68 
7) Angeré 43,403 76 60 77 | 2,708 68 | 161 61 | 12,826 99 502 98 
8 | Mandar 84,318 68 26 6 «7.48204 308 75] 18,491 61 686 67 
9 Ranchi .., we | 181,366 87 404.98 | 17,912 03 678 81) 12,384 99 2,632 67 
| 
19 | Lobardags 148,011 82 693 54 18,358 36 784 28 33,580 92 2,325 89 
Subdivisional total ... "717,509 84. try 23 61,406 68 3.780 28 126,346 679367 By 
Kagont: Soupprvision. a pte me Alege aa | ” 
1 | Sonabate .., | 63,374 98 359 60 | 12,675 23 1,765 211 4,876 38 | 95 69 
2 | Tamar | 116,200 86 467 20! 17,967 86 1,060 03 | 69,676 07 4,044 64 
3 | Bunda 33,661 2 138 $7 | 4,236 91 275.03 | 10.240 65 | 78 93 
4 | Kbunti we | 138,968 08 225 is| 11,508 70 2,461 03} 19,148 68 348 66 
g | Karid we | 63,398 28 253 64! 7,380 07 1,563 41| 14,804 60 | 316 08 
3b | Torps a 113,796 1s 309 84 | 6.863 76 | 8803.63 | 13,761 2) 196 32 
Subdivisionel total ...| 689,218 47 1,813 69 | 60,591 63 | 10,423 24 | 188,005 44 6,078 46 
| District total 2,318,678 93 | 6,952 09 | 193,663 63 | 362 du; 683,984 64 | 24602 ga. 
| 
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FALLOW. AREA NOT AVAILABLE FoR Corstvatron. 
oe Ae one | —— 
| | Total Total 
uncultivated area 
Total. | House siter.| Water. | Jungle. Other kinds. | Total. (18+29428), | (17 +29), 
yr 25 | 26 27 28 29 39 
Ail aD) heb aaah) as Deh Hab gels ae Sp, loa D, 
20,626 42 623 96 6,476 44 8.730 29 20,438 04 36,067 78 56,847 39! = 180,116 24 
96,859 24 vio 441 2,448.57) angst? | 18,881 96 | 62,406 44! 7,929 90 | 147,438 62 
16,4:6 12 alf 19! 4,563 68 11,709 16 12,980 66 28,753 63 46,352 71 183.417 79 
12,363 27 3U6 71 6,028 26 23,200 60 10,576 58 48,141 6 65,769 2' 132,421 23 
91,608 95 $81 1) 10,043 46 $1,121 83 8,979 22 108,525 6) 125,196 44! 266,184 9» 
20,221 67 196 51 3,649 16 27,021 50 8,534 665 39,40] 72 68,687 83 125,868 48 
| 48,018 28 269 10| 3,514.90] 73,962 04! 8,100 88} 84,897 01 | 131,045 67 | 197,828 76 
7007 604 44 7,516 91 98,289 25 | 15,608 62 121,314 22 193,934 71 339,261 St 
81,771 54 145 17 3,922 48 71,822) 66 4,653 09 79,142 40 113,019 86 | 161,504 05 
80,663 34 200 61 3,076 80 | $1,419 40 10.481 21 45,237 72 76,008 Ou 136,792 68 
1 79,637 38 837 46 4,613 66 | 63,682 82)". 13,642 17 81,608 60; 161,677 02 263,769 21 
27,687 89 452 43] © 6,699 04 | 19,968 12 19,14 02 45,283 61 73,188 5] 189.230 5y 
“alana [tanec otto [PBA lost o| ruin oo ar] war 
6,849 47 243 96 1,806 68 | $8,864 83 4,204 48 16,108 76 22,097 36 62,966 04 
17,874 90 314 00 1,582 62 8.27324 | 8,991 22 14,160 98 $2,110 02 $7,291 76 
26,439 70 193 22 2,927 29: = 34,086 42 | 5,151 33 47,367 26 73,877 Sv 112,743 27 
10,7'6 07 186 65 1,876 61 | 6,848 42 6,583 16 14,492 8&3 25,264 98 74,867 10 
6,633 68 276 "1 8,466 85 i 19,252 2] 12,509 06 36,602 18 42,212 76 78,900 24 
5,660 66 148 98 1,187 50 17,136 42 3,050 80 21,602 65 27,092 62 66,290 94 
16,188 66 212 86 2,506 20 41,367 34 7,405 69 61,482 09 67,728 42 111,135 17 
26,815 07 976 65 2,340 14 9,280 83 | 4,655 68 16,58) 19 43,602 84 327,92) 42 
83,408 5) 1,020 19 7,701 99 | 38,166 13 24,348 14 71,228 45 105,139 28 286,506 15 
Unkhenapuried municipal area... 1473 40. 
; "287,979 65. 
50,148 86 856 00 7.867 51! 82,142 95 | 14032 69] 105,489 16 | 186,431 51) 34,443 36 
youd 45) 8026 37 | 38,200 14 | a7ugia 78) 95.412 19| 892,908 48 | b¥5,055 16| 1314008 40 
19.402 36 328 09 5.520 09 4,103 94 10,224 66 20,376 68 39,938 64 92,313 49 
92,738 60 R45 62 7,316 17 19,679 43 | 71,410 94 99,152 06 192,367 73 308,558 §2 
14,499 92 372 39 2,364 68 9,865 95 5,019 98 17,528 00 32 491 29 66,032 59 
$$,406 07 594 67 16,376 00 5,445 82 21,554 43 43,969 92 77,660 13 216,818 31 
23,549 00 320 $8 4,282 86 | $272 73 7,479 04 20,348 01 44,148 65 127,646 88 
24,113 82 465 24 1,885 81 16,628 14 13,691 92 38,660 88 68,:44 64 176,889 68 
908.098 67 9816 29 | 43,744 1 63,895 98 i 129,371 87 239,828 66 449,740 ol 988,364 38 
ganna 11} 10,740 68 | 195665 6v | sy0.si2 34 366,698 46 | 1,003,017 OT | 2,231,168 27 | 4,541,898 21 
ddd..| 1,473 40 
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CEREALS 
a Tana on OTrPost. Rick, 
ber. ; ; i Towa ; Wheat,’ 
Bhadoi Don. | Aghani Don. Don. | Gora rice. 
“oe 2 8 4 | 5 | 6 ? 
eae hitole ies ; fi ese aties et oe 
Gross Gross, Gross. | Gross. Net. Gross, Not. 
Guuta SUBDIVISION. A. D>. A. p.| Ae Dv. A. D. A. oD A. ml A. oD. 
1 | Sessi 23,762 95 14,172 03! 6 11 88,074 164 16,699 19 6 8h 4 82 
2 | Palkot ... we! 10,896 72 6,656 36 8,522 80 3,250 18] 14 49] 11 95 
3 |Gumla.. 16,227 68| 14,259 00] 0 74| 20,068 16 9,678 62} 61 68} 62 41 
4 | Ghaghra is 14,482 79 9,185 32:| 6 14| 20,859 91 8,3°5 87} 313 61) 221 18 
5 | Chainpur | 16,727 65) 39,086 08] 3 o3| 31,006 67! 12,439 06| 8 97) 71 46 
6 | Raidih... os 8,671 19 6,847 52 | = 10,039 92 8.864 $8) 85 7L| 33 94 
7 | Kurdeg «| 14,760 12 6,728 1B} | 410 697 = AIS 76) 19 TL} 17 03 
8 | Kochedega 20,223 85 18,262 26 |-1 57 21,608 32 10,129 33 10 43 10 17 
9 | Bishunpar wm} 6621 88 | 3,029 19. 36 * TUT 29} 2,830 | 107 24) 97 30 
10 | Bano ... w {7,985 17] 6.888 40} oo oi4{ 891 62) 4977 89) 12 40) 9 64 
Jl | Kolebira we] 23,802 47] 11,084 681 3 | 12,282 26 6,785 68) i8 18} 18 00) 
12 | Basia ... we} 18,625 44) 14,960. 62} ai .ep.), 15.808 76 7,749 16] 26 82) 23 86 
Subdivisional total... 167.27 41 | 123196387 | 69. 85], 201210 05 "90.685 61} 720 38| 671 73. 
Sapar Susprvision, 
1 /Kuru .. 15,198 60 5,621 92) 20 79 7,688 64 6,103 89/ 61 72) 65 84 
2 |Bero ... | 17,683 66 8,146 83) 10 65 | !3,658 63] 11,889 49 3 51 3 06 
8 | Bormu Pc oe 6.496 33 8,695 74/ 1 20 5,904 85 3.015 13 | 42 67 36 47° 
4 Lapung vee 9,686 42 4,892 86/ 11,233 56 6175 19 2 47 1 93 
6 | Silli 13,197 35 4,847 41|12 76 3,978 97 1,874 86 4 24 4 24 
6 | Ormanjhi 7,943 16 2,933 2819 67 4,617 85 2771 92) 41 64) 41 35 
7 | Angara ae 7,793 ©8 4,944 15) 78 | 4,639 48 2,52u 32 0 36 0 35 
@ | Mandar 9374 93/ 11,194 88! 4 77! 13,000 97 11,854 16} 105 46/ 100 6) 
9 ; Ranchi... 49,137 90 25.919 60117 35 28,088 72 19,826 U6 44° 27 43 04 
16 ; Lohardaga 46,862 60 18,070 71) 2 76 29,848 73 19,636 21 60 76 76 22 
Subdivisional total...; 202,949 23 90,067 28 Ten te | 122,648 22| 85.267 14 "396 89. "362 1 
a aie ater | Ee ec Re ET ep, evento 
Knonsti Srn- | 
DIVISION. ! 
» | Sonahatu w| 1M 69| 11,875 46] 4 40, 6,087 tg! 2 4gr os | Tt 10/9 67 
2 | Tamar ,., «| 32,384 14] 16,972 74186 82} 20,466 57 9,641 18| 119 43} 98 08 
3 ) Bunda, re 8,994 48 5,631 09 | 51 68 4,659 46 2,261 61{ 18 62| 14 26 
4 | Khbunti.. 26,006 72| 17,0296 80 230 27) 14,782 99 6,556 86 5 18 5 13 
Karra ... we | 13,228 71 8.440 24/15 63] 11,140 60 6,373 02/ 47 4/44 20 
6 |Torpa wa ». | 36,692 98] 12,434 76] 34 24) 12,161 38 6.707 06 8 7/ 8 89 
|Subaivisonal total... 114361 71 | 74781 08 622 ga | 68208 co 2,081 28| 210 SI | 179 83 
| DistgicT ToTab 483,848 35} 284,801 63760 97] 392,057 86 | 208,824 03 }1,328 08 |1,1138 70 
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THT. 
(JinswarR). 
Lee emma shat camer a A a a a 
AND PULSES. z 
Barley. Millet. Gangai. | Mandua. Maize. 
8 | 9 19 | 11 | 12 
(rroas. Net. Gross. Net. Gross. | Net. | Gross. | Net. | Gross. | Net. 
A. D A. p.| A. vd. |. A. Dz A. oD. A. Dz. A. OD. A. vb A. Dz. A. vp. 
20 131 18 93]. . | @ 6 2 81 9,322 64 5,460 77 49 70 46 78 
4 33 4 83] 0. oe 7 99 7 49 1,322 80! 462 26 88 86 87 64 


ns 
i] 
~ 
_ 
po] 
~ 


32 75| 63 18 2,895 60 1,651 62 69 89 68 11 





g21 24 220 62 3,400 85 1,608 49 250 39 248 14 


oc 82 
n 
w 
> 
or 
we 


“45 72] 146 64 nae ae 59 0 69 2,18h 24 913 22 1,485 38 1,471 18 
us 66 20 66 oP sat 1 96 1 36 114i $2 509 18 278 34 271 44 

1 38 1 38 aye ice 102 95 71 35 1,076 02 655 21 440 27 426 59 

QO 29 0 I4 Se oa 110. (67 86 71 1,724 58 1,634 10 846 98 818 30 


819 48 | 226 04 ve tee 4 89 2 66 831 58 | 357 68 1110 75 L116 06 





10 35 10 36 iis sei 435 84] 298 84 769 37 404 90 549 50 516 SL 





0 32 0 32 es ae 929 r 441. 81 771 «81 398 89 614 29 55) 86 


O 78 0 78 ee ses 97 53 57 78 3,792 39 2,008 89 JOB 88 £9 81 





sf ‘ei al —o es | ete 
err te tery | ee reegeramany are: | teint, | urtreererens, | | es es 





1,035 37| 712 a7|.. {1,699 83] 913 06 | 29,186 15| 16,948 01 69714 | 5,722 81 


ne Me ee | rem: ene | cet ar | eg | Ts mr 





ae | reece” soci ie | cy I | ep aes aes | ee letyeie 




















68 65 58 13 ive ifs 0 27 0 27 4,137 19 8586 07 166 49 151 08 
13° 86 13° 86 4 is 0 82 0° 32 7,832 Ol 7.0L 43 28 25 |: 28 26 
143 G1 | 167 96 | 9 931 4 92 84 78 59 24 3,494 35 1,926 99 1,117 45 | 1,069 32 
2 06 2 06 tei wo | 2 69 1 46 8,383 24 2,090 38 14 88 12 46 
23° 67 26 67) 8 25| 6 88 36 68 24 46 106 68 77 88 1977 ¥0'. 1,989 36 
103 80} 102 2% i aa 26 17 18 66 1,699 28 1,116 C6 29) 61 376 73 
40 28 87 11/15 69] 10 26 74 36 45° 66 2,123 27 1,232 22 1,672 47 | 1,485 78 
1gs2 98 | 129 60 a oe 8 BY 2 02 8,835 30 8,427 31 8L 08 76 69 
29 64 29 21) 0 26] 0 26 20 21 12 73 14,173 14 11,406 40 450 46 434° 84 
“68 81] 201 19 a 23 19 14 06 12,933 27 9,863 60 1,628 19 | 1,401 21 
“BLO 70 | “707 81 33 83 “22 31- "972 26 “178 74 58,687 68 46,738 29 marry “08. 6,984 16 





ee ee. | ee ee ee | ee as crt te ee Pe 






































a min fa i rt ne | ee 





29 64 26 76 | 0 35! 0 17 69 56 60 22 811 36 217 $0 1,500 35 1,401 36 
87) (16 31 78) 1 G4] O 96 {2,626 641/1,285 47 412° 95 261 83 3,814 78 3,538 43 
16 44, 15 64; 0 16} O 10 | 135 O02 “5 06 416 GL 232 34 1,044 96 972 63 
. 4 51) 3 97 | 949 98) 494 51 3,167 44 1,789 85 1,603 16 962 00 
| 3 14 3°44 ous ve 27 94 19° 78 4676 90 2,931 865 77 33 73° (45 
1 «13 1 $138] 0 124 GO 12] 879 2) | 448 32 4,492 30 2371 41 405 72 389 48 
87 50| 78 84] 6 12| 6 32/4678 24 l2a85 25 | 13,286 85/ 7,755 18] 7,816 14) 7,307 86 


(eg eas ee re | ems me nent ee | state 














pee 57 {1,498 42139 45 | 27 63 )6,649 ©37)3,4¢0 04] 101,160 68 70,488 48 | 21,087 36] 20,013 81 
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I A AA Ree, 





Serial 
num- 
ber, 


a - ce Be 


10 


o ww 





THana o8 Ovrrost. 


Gums Sunprvision. 
Sepai 

Palkot eee ae 
Gunola 

Ghaghra ... a 
Ohainpur ... 
Raidih ee 
Kurdeg 
Kochedega .. 
Bishuapur ... nee 
Bano me _ 


Kolebira _... aa 


Busia 
Subdivisional total 


Sapar Suppivision. 
Kuru 
Boro is 
Burmu en 
Lapung 
Billi aes 
Ormanjhi 
Angara 
Mandar 


Banebi 


Lohardaga .,, 
Subdivisional total 


Kavxa Svsorvrsron, 
Sonahata 
Tamar 
Bundy a =e 
Khunti ned 
Karra io aa 


Torpa 


Subdiviaional total 


OrstRiet rorar 
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CEREALS AND PULSES. 
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Gram. Gondli. Urid 
13 | 4 | 15 

Gross. Net, ! Gross, | Net. | Gross. | Not. 
A. pb. A. p. | A, oD A. Dd. A.D. A. oD 
50 60 34 iG Hol 32| 6,000 81 | 11,608 67! 6,088 46 
69 ud 48 11] 25,808 | 6.709 63/ 3yr0 re! 1726 78 
575 3)/ 361 27) 14689 93| 6,454 29) 6,177 761 3,684 88 
957 67} 688 06| 9,448 94, 3,819 09! 4913 97] 2,827 03 
724 36{ 3€0 O9| 41,010 71] 16,624 95! 4,707 8), 1,996 48 
181 16/ 14 gi} 18,202 40! 6,893 91 83,018 73] 1,241 97 
602 97) 306 98| 18939 07| 6823 96| 4447 48] 2,169 97 
637 27 821 82 41,868 0% 17,969 66 8,808 16 4,866 68 
728 34 362 88 14,524 18 6,648 68 1,436 78 605 16 
139 38 90 68} 17,213 30] 6,678 68| 2,886 76| 1,260 25 
116 88 89 65 { 30,608 76) 12,267 45) 4.469 73; 2,010 87 
300 v7 | 179 42 |) (27,928 19; 10,501 in| = 7,686 16] = 8,677 4 
“Gist 7} 204) n6) MAID ow) OL ww) ara wo| wad aw 
80 6? eo 27} 4,929. 04| 1.266 15/ 8493 20! 3,088 69 
10 06 8 71| 3,802 64] 282 30] 6,161 271 5,844 20 
673 99| 413 81] 8167 36] 3,544 39) 2,223 31 1,200 60 
92 71 17 41] 5,919 o8| 2,090 12) 3,683 63] 2,242 38 
4s s0| 38 67{ 4,070 38! 1,779 48! 02 a 606 17 
190 86 98 89! 3,707 8&| 1,764 09| 2,068 26] 3,968 81 
58 54 42 15] 8,697 | 8,607 89; 2,608 $1 1,461 69 
198 88 178 42 7,964 99 6,218 20 7,381 10 7,101 44 
2:8 53| 191 40] 26,118 94| 14,008 ce} 12,t42 09] 10,059 67 
153 91{ 106 70] 18,183 681 6,611 04| 11,796 70] 9,898 64 
57 94, 163 83| 84403 021 44,506 70| 621M Go| 41KN66 66 
v8 38] 168 67| 9,828 77] 1,187 16 486 08 349 01 
864 80] 348 49; 20,621 04| 8487 46; 1,565 39 765 27 
126 62 87 20] 9,612 43! 1,432 39 636 69 900 69 
130 78 94 si] 38,443 93| 14709 40! 3,235 26] 1,810 72 
209 61; 171 is| 16670 22) 785 41 4,661 68} 3,100 18 
gos 72/ 191 72|° 30,738 47| 12,608 50| 3404 66] 1,782 28 
7664 Bo,| 1,052 “os | 112307 a6 { 46.166 81| 14069 66} 8077 86 
820 37} 6.182 a| 448,921 53} 192,388 86) 180,629 71] 83,247 58 














ae 























IIL. 
(Jovswar), 
OILSEEDS. 
wet ie Linseed. Til or gingili. Sarguja. Others. 
imi | 
18 iV) 18 | 19 20 
Gross, | Net. | ores Net, | Gross. | Net. | Groas. | Net. Gross. Net. 
\ a a me 
A. op A, vp] Ao pf] A. oD. A. sl AU oD, A. D A. D. A. oD A. pb. 
4,798 44) 2,580 ae 094} 094 él ts 83 30| 9,188 83] 4,606 29 8.7 18 284 49 
1,268 87 612 98) 785} 435 68 89) 32 67] 4,186 60; 1,678 60]; 188 17 160 16 
2,491 96] 1,942 40) 622] 2931 71 84) 456 22] 6,187 22] 2938 29] 88 40] 767 49 
2646 66{ 1,191 841 318) 2281 39 66 | 28 99! 7,707 66; 3,296 74! 1,406 291 1,169 47 
8,767 72/ 1,576 99] 448! 8% 51 87 | 26 88] 16,861 67} 6,695 61| 2,767 86] 2605 6: 
2,212 80) 891 24] 209] 209 59 19! 35 6} 6,076 25] 1,007 97 499 98 449 89 
6,600 41] 3,099 06] 3298] 27 1z| 6,280 46 i 04| 2,665 20] 1,261 69] 805 O1 288 87 

12,223 92] 6,292 52] 3168] 2294] 6018 4713,386 68) 8849 13] 4,063 04 258 86 224 05 
1,524 71 698 08; 172] 132 19-70)? 981-3603 38! 1,441 22) 1,607 17/ 1,430 69 
6,949 93) 3,27 20) .. 1,484 34 | 727-46) 2,817 62} 1,289 41 826 64 288 92 
8,190 93} 3,777 61) 065} 086 | 2,207 92 /1,096 72) 6.466 05) 2,382 96 185 88 181 89 
7,275 69} 3,956 81] 267| 267 78 29 49 67 | 14,930 32} 6,644 14 818 96] 986 62 
Gu7g6 $8| 98896 94] 9826 | 709 | 142-07 (8.143 81 | 80289 79, “ras oo} 8916 85| 8102 48 

Paicoeceees | el ——— smear 

| 
myo 22| 6v3 80} 136+) 136 6 66} 38 2B 622 86| 425 96 69 06: 66 46 

1 1,476 28] 1,178 83 6 10; 8 41] 4,207 89; 8,177 93 86 83 79 19 
1,369 86} 766 27) 33 82) 23 30 $19 38] 167 21] 4,395 61{ 2,003 16; 1,469 39) 1,875 81 
2,899 87] 1,551 86] 130] 0 69 60 43; 34 46] 5,745 07] 2,012 36 88 16 79 36 
| 4,386 TE} 2,883 68 ie ‘40 98] 20 69] 2919 06] 1,842 80] 1488 86/ 1,466 74 

734 00 470 97! 628| 388 4 40| 2 82! 8610 38| 1,864 27 659 77 533 16 

2249 74) 3,062 60} 045) 0 21 5) 88] 21 88) 7,854 36} 93890 11} 1,021 47) 1,812 41 

1,465 81] 1318 66) £910] 58 04 18 0b} 18 37) 8089 63) 2963 77 604 60] 484 79 

6,877 37| 3878 56] 1068; 9 60 68 63/ 932 66) 18808 18, 9,069 64] 1,006 33) 1,041 76 

3,216 69} 1.875 69] 249; 1 61 A? 4,576 36 | 2,638 42 506 3) 602 31 
* 

“pms ae | 60a 12 | 1b a1 98 6) G26 6a 961 27| S808 a8 20177 90 | 7.88 68 748 os 
740 IL] 4,288 25; 243] 1 74 2365 6,889 16 | 8,284 04; 1,008 77 912 21 
13,166 56 | 6,682 13] 1600] 10 56 1%4 5,983 14| 2,788 80] 2454 16] 2,190 43 
6,022 93| 2393 63) 644} 396} 200 3,051 92} 1,412 96| 8288 96 698 60 
10,193 73 | 4268 20) 166; 097 52 22,823 89] 9,598 83 996 36 893 70 
4828 81; 1,908 89 | 912) 8 03 19 (7,619 61} 9,078 94 460 80 408 73 
8.762 79| 3,962 21] 065] 6 65 668 19,322 83] 880 38 603 46) 495 71 
47,864 98 | 23,498 31 | 35 30] 26 90 1,245 vt | 8)0 78} 73,609 44| 34,287 88} 6420 50} 6,070 38 
191,476 89 | 66,028 77 | 243 97 | 19477} 16,263 62 14,006 86 [212,708 61 | 100,860 69 | 28,175 jal 21,214 84 
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APPENDIX 


Cror Sratemey' 


a em 































































































Sugaz, Fipge. 
Serial 
Num-! Tyawa on Outpost. Spices, = 3 
Pa , *, Sugarcane. Others, Cotton, Jute aud others, 
al | 22 | 23 oy 26 
Gross, Net. | Gross. | Net, [Gross.| Net. | Gross, | Net. Groaa, Not. 
aoe Sale Bee i. = # ares 
Gora Suepivision.{ A. vp | 4, v | A, Dy A D rear b.| A.D | A op | AD | AD 
1 | Sesai 92 61] 86 70; Q, asi “ on 2,327 74; 1,240 69; 27 78) 19 17 
2 | Palkot ... 36 77) 36 46 w» | 1,192 06) 505 87) 26 We} 19 O28 
8 /Gumla ... 60 36] 47 771 0 06] 0 06 1,369 69 740 27) 18 24 4 73 
4 | Ghaghra 66 41} 60 08 . 1,162 58 632 13] 28 08) 16 6 
6 | Chainpur 5B 93; 60 12{ .,, 2,893 45] 1,183 22! 45 ot} 18 §%9 
6 | Raidih ... 2 39) 21 66. ee 1,166 36 430 81) 1k 67 6 72 
7 | Kurdeg 39 08! 37 66]. me 2,172 29) 1,083 16) 10 42] 6 18 
8 | Kochedega 127 46) 116 63) |. ean 4,568 87 | 2,878 18) 22 26) II 20 
9 | Bishunpur 27 78) $3 16) 0-920 03) as 636 04} 264 20] 8 87) 8 68 
10 | Bano .., wf 26 72] 14 Bie tot | ir. | is 1.254 73 663 70; 22 63] 13 37 
1) | Kolebire wl 1? 84) 16 06 a | 1,693 16 742 1h] 91 (3) 12 06 
12 | Basia .., 84 48; 80 28) al y | 2,899 59| 1,889 26] 49 49] 92 95 
Subdivisions ton | 68a i8| 7 Tul w RAMA et [Tasos 65 | i606 62 | gas eg} dr te 
| | 1 
Sapar Svapiviston. | 
1} |Kom .. 46 83) 44 8 | A. a. 10 6» | 0 69 77 73 146 68! 49 38) 18 3) 
2 | Bero 1 80) 738 83) ,., ill lc oll Dae 368 26) 297 36] 32 86) a7 oF 
3 | Burmu,., {| € 64) 48 93) 0 44] 0 44 #8 €0 18-21} 283 86) 16, 82 
4 | Lapung 17 67) 16 U0 798 08; 477 86} 80 49| 2% 51 
6 | Silli 32 51; 380 75/31 68} 45 48 30 49 15 39 7 40} 7 34 
6 | Ormanjhi 53 99| Bl C4 1 88 0 97| 480 01] 429 09 
7 | Angara 12°74) IL 73] 2 88] 9 49 12 82 6 60) 3:1 20) 300 08 
8 | Mandar wf 143 94] 142. 67 73 89 59 96{ 28 61] 285 46 
9 | Raachi... 1s? 03] 198 93/ 2 28] 2 98) |, 35 45} 25 05) 135 66} 133 49 
10 | Lohardaga .} 2295 28] 28 54! 0 06) 0 04 we | 1283 83) 876 €4) 43 64) 34 66 
Subdivisional total. | 856 ts| 827 08/87 WI a0 a U8) 09 2,760 97 1,921 20 |1,062 95 | 1,003 23 
ee | ee: a ee Se He _——— eee 
Kuonti Sutpivi- 
R{ON, 
1 | Sonahatu 73 33) 62 92/126 54) 86 6 365 09; 188 83) 6 20] 3 82 
2 | Tamar .., 129 68) 101 10 308 20) 81 05 239 12) 113 12| 20 481 14 95 
3 | Bundy 16 92] 12 16143 48) 39 43 54 10 27 20 3 36 2 ai 
4 | Kbunti »{ HL a] 9 @L) 7 90! 7 88] fl 41; 449 40| 192 60] 170 08 
5 | Karra .., 22 04] 20 18 $32 06! 478 85] 6 30) 38 12 
6 | Torpa .., 40 18) 93 34 1906 @8] 978 (8) 75 81} 61 02 
Subdivisions tota,,| 292 26 | 239 9601 43 ar aa| |. | asin ao] gage onl an el Bo OD 
‘Dismater Toran... (1,177 2! |1,645 02 ag 68 pe 76} 0 69) 0 69 | 80,743 98! 16,162 81 11,690 73 11451 30 
pal NA eat ! 





TlI—continued. 


(Jinewar)—continued, 


Dyas. , Daves awn Naxcorics, MISCELLANEODs, 
Seem mee aa Mango SS 











Garden produce, 





Oa orchards other than ; Foop. 
Indigo. Coffee | Tea. Tobacco. | guavas, die. column $1. i. 7 


| Potato. | Yams. 
Eee a ee Ce i 





























| 
26 (7 28 29 30 | 3t 32 33 | 24, 
Grogs. ;Gross.| Grogs. | Grovs. | Gross. | Net. Gross. Gross. | Net. Gross.) Net, Grogs, Net, 
EL i ( rt 
A. pA. pi A, py] A. Dp] a. op, | A} oD. AY Ly Ab. AU pl] AS ptAD op oA, al A. oD. 


os is 0 18{ 0 13; 2,287 73 672 72 657 82; 8 OL} 7 87{ 161 64! 93 99 
929 78 349 20 334 96 id es 64 72| 28 00 
2,093 32 683 60 673 431 0 21) 0 2 36 06 19 75 





a | 0 2] G6 2) 94 73) 39 90) 847 83) 1 20] 12 OO! 20 98) 10 a 
ae 0 36) 0 35} 63) 90! 329 61 291 OF | 2 36) 2 BL! 3L 69) 16 OF 











ged 22) amd 481 280 771 | | oe 98! a6 aa 
Sant [pate tes oe 0 70) 6 70; 154 13) 248 69] 241 06). rm 22 07! ta 4a 
real era ee . | 6 99| 0 30] 399 30) 468 34} 467 58} 0 86) 0 11) or 90] 59 58 
he Wate | ay i ee as w}, 72 26) 10 98] 1 0s] 1 Os, 2 951 2 wt 
‘i vi ET Ps oo 26} 991990; wh wy) .. |u| om ta] BB a0 


6 25} 6 16) J62-2) 268 a1| Ye 19 1 37] 1 87) 74 OR 49 86 
| 6 24 6 op houria S81" ri ez! 773 431 1 20] 1 99; gue pe 199 82 








20 62. 20 5 | 1,873.35 | 4,612 98} 4442 07126 44/95 80! 98g 19 669 39 





35) as ie es 0 09; 0 09 780% 14-1 BRB” 92 281 45 | 26 611 26 61 4 36) 12 39 








di 1S ibe dhe o oe | 7192793 foy87s 21] art 601.23 14] 98 14! 98 7a] a9 gg 
. » 1 o 61} 0 6l| 389 23) 143 a7] 155 49) «2 67] 60 88} 95 401 a6 41 





aN et zi 0 18] 0 18} 901 98| 243 27] 840 10] 0 78] o 78] 52 981 gy 65 
roa rere ee i 7 76/7 62| 84 6L' 167 26; 165 04| 0 5a| O 54] 4 48! 8 gg 
a | a | 0 96! 922 86} 0 61] O SL} 218 63! 280 37) 208 80; 27 85) 27 85! 45 63] 40 87 
o ss 68| .. | 95 10; 1 78/ 1 78} il eo} 127 40] Iai 49] 2 30] 2 30; 8 98! 38 EG 
Bi, ap 343 co «| 1,787 69} © 409-83] 404 48 108 62 108 60} 94 24! gy 65 
| 1 33|1,509 86] 0 11/ 0 111 go77 69! 1,263 81| 124 98 86 891944 41| 306 98 287 67 
8 80;3 65; iz bs | 3.695 69\ 863 76) 848 64 244 02 1212 95} 242 81) 907 55 


fa | | 





| 





4 38/6 13/ 2 29/2087 8111 03| 16 90] 10,680 18) 4,192 70] 4.113 97 845 18 [340 60! 814 28! @g7 2 


are | tana | nen et | ree Sr ee Sn a, ( Toney 











Seo tf ae aa . 119 88{17 TL; M0 86) 172 OL; 166 £9) 2 86] 1 99) 16 63} 13 Jo 
ait | v. (282-90 282-97] 129 Be} 352 45] 299 85) 1 61] 1 46! 68 62} 47 70 
aot Seek Mas 9 69 | 9 44 143 «16 168 18 | 141 641 7 98) 6 46) 85 29) ar ay 

peaaee es 6 28] 9 94] 0 OF] 1,119 06; 508 44) 476 61! 4 10] 3 95| 84 72] 56 66 


12 44; 326 12] 0 13] 0 19) 1,689 33! 12 61} 476 64/142 14] 10 82! 118 98) 80 at 
i 
— ao 7 95} 6 5O| 1,188 82> 645 b4] 600 U7} 9 951) & orl 244 781 I56 OO 


ae 
re i en co a oe 
———e 











re | rn | ge | ae 


. 112 44] 332 40 (820 89 (267 69) 4,226 O8 | 2579 80) 2149 69187 84129 29) t63 87) 975 46 


ee |e 

















meat | ————— 
































4 98 (4 19) 14 73[2420 a1 igo2 64 Bes 64! 26,778 61} 11,184 98| 10,705 54 209 44 (895 75 ]2321 34 |1,601 87 


rn A RR yr 


d2 


xii 
APPENDIX I= concluded. 
Onor Srarenent (Jixswan)—concluded, 





Serial : 
Area cropped more 
ed Trans og Ovrrost. Grand Total. heat aae: 


Net cropped area. 










































































| | 36 | 36 | 87 
| Gross, | Net. | Gross. | Net, | Gross. | Net. 
Goma Svepiviaion. A. A. oD. A OD Avo. 
1 | Beasi aie av | 128,418 67 83,985 8U 145 22 185 47] 128,267 86 83,260 33 
2 | Palkot eye oe 64,504 47 $2,631 $8 90 86 74 94 64,608 63 $2,456 44 
$ | Guols ae ie: 88,787 77 60,863 36 722 69 660 69 88,065 08 60,309 77 
4 | Gbaghra w| 77,081 90 48,628 67! 1,269 94) 1,005 07 76,651 96 47,628 60 
6 | Chainpur... w| 186,048 28 74,573 98 | 1,969 8)| 1,678 64) 134,988 48 73,896 44 
g |Raidih | 68,808 64] 82,608 61 217 99] 185 65] 68,180 65) 32,319 98 
y |Kurdeg | 67,266 64| 42,289 75) 483 96| 861 02] 68,788 19) 41,868 79 
g |Kochedega .. vc} 146,453 79] 92,796 16] 426 14] 312 07 | 146,026 65 | 92,484 07 
9 | Lisbunpur ... we] 43,887 06 24120 99-2008 75] 1,763 70) 40486 20/ 98,576 60 
yo [Banos va] 60,286 601 84,671 44} 600 92} 989 OO} 60,784 68) 84,282 44 
1) | Kolebira _.. | 92,674 65] 05,192 151 402 46] 9:5 80| 92,182 19{ 64,673 26 
19 | Bavia e. 116,485 37) 71,808 81 463 29 2990 80] 116,082 08) 71,908 OL 
Subdivisional total x! 4,006,777 03| 653,60 $s} 8826 40| 7/61 89 | 1,036,060 68| 606,990 65. 
Sapak SUBpIvIs10N. 
1 | Kuru sh w | $1087 81] 374x090) 169 13) = 168 86} © 40,868 68 | 37,918 54 
2 | Bero a » 66,282 50) . 59,163 77 100 76 98 89 66,181 74 59,066 88 
$ | Burma. | 40,169 04) 36,698 05) 1,292 82] 1148 28] 98,866 32/) 26,454 82 
4 |Lapuog «| 49,691 88 $4,3.3 23 gy 71 $2 93 49.692 17 94,200 30 
6 | Sill xe ve | $8,982 90; 29,789 41] 1,68 81) 21,650 $6} 96,896 69 28,129 05 
6 |Ormenjhi ... | 99,844 68} 323609 93] #46 26] 623 45) 29,108 42; 21,086 48 
2 |Angan a | 48,263 71] 99,888 20] 1,854 96/ 1,743 67/ 48.408 75] 28,639 63 
8 |Mandar ive 84,999 82 80,611 37 63l 24 671 40 84318 68 |. 79,839 97 
9 |Ranchi . w. | 182,268 96} 161,661 12] 89A 08; 898 56{ 181,366 #7 | 160,812 66 
10 | Lohardaga ... {148,407 291 122,086 16] 479 47 | 448 17) (148,011 82] 121,641 98 
Subdiv.sional total 725,355 $a | 594,987 18 7,445 74| 7,618 92] 717,609 83 087,168 a1 
Kaunrr Scp-pivis10n. 
1 |Sonahatu ... | 36045 05} 48,600 68) 1,670 10| 1,648 04] 53,374 96) 42,167 64 
2 | Tamar on vw. | 121,679 38 86,623 89 | 6478 47] 4,629 93{ 116,200 86 81,003 96 
g |Bondu | 96,729 95| 26,082 65| 1,179 74] 1,960 21{ 88,661 21) 28,922 44 
4 |Kbunti.. «| 142,089 81 £68:6 22] 3,081 73! 1,997 63 | 128,968 08 84,818 69 
5 | Barra “ 83,948 83 66 60789 648 60 a4 69 83,898 23 56,173 20 
6 |Torpa —... wa | 114,887 64! 68,816 55| 1,082 40) 788 65} 133,745 14} 67,082 90 
Subdivieinal total...) 682,960 61| 806047 84 | 13,041 04 | 10,440 05] 6p9zi8 47 | $56,008 88 
Dusratcr Toran a. | 2,248,902 12} 1,614,177 39 | 29,713 18 | 24,918 80 | 3,319 678 94 | 1,689,267 59 
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APPENDIX IV. 





































































































































Agricultural stock list, 
La eens nisi meanoreereeeenr meee: seen RP ein emeeeroeneer eee erent 
é ee d F é ; Calves Bo 3 “ : 
cts eae 3 Cows. 2 £ < meee Sheep. | Goats. sé oe ro Plough.| Carts. 
5 z4 gi | 35 | calves eels? la) | 
er ee ee ee ee ee eS 
aren Nos, Nos, Nos. Nos, Nos. Nos, Noa. | Nos. | Noa. |Nos| Nos. Nos. 
DIVISION, I 
1 | Sinai 12,963} 7,853} 3229! 2,256/ 6,40¢| 3960 | 18,478 347} 18]. | 10.406] 138 
3 | Palkot 6c33| 6711} 3,€69; 1,620] 6868} 407] 8504/ 190] U1}. | 4864 7 
3 | Gumla . | 13,984] 7,887 { 2,002; 2,638] 6,808] 3,123] 10,786] 8.7| 18]... | 7.569] 116 
4 | Ghaghra 12,284 | 6,615] 1,048] 1,279] 6,802) 1,664} 7.176; 20 71 |) 58i9 54 
gp |Chainpur | 19,886 | 11,140] 1,7:8! 2,260, 11,100 | 1,886] 18,680] 699) 2 10,772 | 108 
6 | Reidih 7,667 | 6,369) 1,407, 1,167| 6,263}  622| 10,058] 668) 16] 6] 4,549 19 
» | Kurdeg a7so| 7190| 1,869! 1122] 6074! 1.608! 699! 167] ¢8 4,568 84 
g | Kochedega 18,387 | 17,487 | 3,101 | 2,860) 18,29) | 4,689; 17,931! 617! 19] ..1 1218] 126 
9 |Bishuupur .../ 6,760) 6,269! 418) 1,246 | 4261; 302] 4,341{ 78 8,726 16 
10 | Bano 6879 | 6,601 18 720 6,289 |- 1,849 | 10,041 | 7! ... 4,330} 149 
11 |Kolebira —...}:10,053 | 11,280] 3,892 | 1,981 | 9,640 | 2,642 | 12,673! 240, 191... | 6803] 124 
12 | Bania 12,667 | 12,960 2713 2213) 9,081 | 2397 | 14,028 344 «101. | 9,247; 140 
Gobdivinionall |) YC |e 
Saag RUB | jj 
DIVIBION. | ! 
} | Kuru ami| 2962! 1027] 466; 2907) 492) 4616] 28t, 4}. 4,248) 6 
2 | Bero 8,469 | 6,946} 6,209) 677 | 4598} 1,444) 8,436] 2°6 : 6,876 155 
3 | Burmu 3491; 4448! 201g} 92! 3678, 603} S217/ 188. 9]... ' 3,665} 85 
4 | Lapung 6412} 6,084] 1,968 902 9.844} 1,695 | 5,941] 133 | ee | 3,788 38 
& | Silli 1200{ 6638 | 4872| 1261| 7,867! 7,468] 6020] 203; 8 * 6,816} 1,260 
6 | Ormanjhi 4,148} 3,989] 2,264] 316; 2899/ sto! 6r27/ 109, I4 3,188} 649 
3 | Angara 5,314] 6,121] 8820] 756] 6,474 | 13,044] 89{ 2) 4,402 | 638 
g | Mandar 13,737 | 7,898! 4,005] 670, 4,806) 1,432) 10,094) 655) 65 9,938 | 306 
9 | Ranchi .. | 22,656 | 16,9c4} 14,698 | 1,789 | 12,168} 8,467} 22,769] 71¢} 21]... 20,191] 2,820 
10 |Lohardage | 29,682} 9,279 | 6,009] 8.782} 9,729] 1,201} 16,783/ 643 > 37]... | 26,076{ 115 
Siidivieterell. ot et he Saas (RPO okie To (nT Se 
total . |107,809 | 67.867 | 47,410 | 16,199] 68364 | 25,934 | 97,646 |3,037 |; I6L{... | 76774| 6,374 
Eagvurtt svs- Ce. apt = eS ean ee aq, pti ope 
DIVI8ION. | 
1 | Sonahata 7,483 | 6,980| 4.238; 1,340] 8,671| 4,480} 11,066) 132] 18 5,449 | 1,468 
2} Tamar 17,894 | 15,478 7.154 | 1,931 | 13,881 | 6,441 | 81,644] 241} 10]... | 13,145} 2184 
$ | Bondu 6,065 | 6,362] 2%929| 824{ 6671 | 2163| 12,42) 93; 21...) 4165] 689 
4 | Kbuoti 19,252 | 16,761 | 6,380, 2,628] 13,693| 7,021 | 31,66 S86 / & 19,862 | 2,808 
§ | Karra 77a} 7,788} 9,001, gv1| 6044| 2637) $897} 216] 2 6,472) 798 
6 | Torpa 8,475 | 8,284] 2,957, 1,117} 6,606} 2436 | 10,087} 166 6,882 | 666 
ne ee pacer Panes alt es 
ares 66,887 | 60,653 | 24,409 | 8,640 55,868 | 26,068 | 106.920 |1.211 | $1 49,056 | 7,495 
Pear anes 306,187 set 93,082 | 44,992 | 201,898 | 70,424 | 934,561 | 8,186 st 5 itl 14,793 
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TotaL CULTIVATED AREA OF THARA. 




































































5 Name or Taanas, ' 
: Don. Tanr. Total. 
Z 
D 
1 2 3 4 5 
Se es oe . “ S 
{ Gumus A. Dp A. 7 A.D. 
| SusBpivision. | : 
1 | Sisar .,. re 87,949 77 86 318 08 125,267 86 
2 | Palkot 17,325 41 | 37,178 21 64,503 62 
3 | Gunla ps 30,066 04 67,509 04 88,065 08 
4 | Ghaghra “| 28,756 06 62,895 90 76,651 96 
6 Chainpur Si 28,969 14 106,019 34 184,988 48 
6 | Raidih 16,808 66 2,871 99 | 68,189 66 
7 Kurdeg “8 18,548 34 48,234 85 66,783 19 
8 | Kochedega “oe 3%,554 61 1,(.6,472 C4 | 146,026 65 
9 : Bishuopur a 8,791 46 81,692 75 40.484 20 
10 | Bano se 14,193 24 46,591 44 59,784 68 
11 | Kolebira See 24,379 £0 67,802 69 92,182 19 
12 | Basia 34,074 64 81,957, 44 116,082 O8 
Toial .,.| 293,906 86 | 763,048 77 | 1,056,950 63 
Sapak =a of * 
ScsBpIiviston. 
1 | Kura ee 20,720 46 20,148, 23 49,868 68 
2 | Bero 26,816 &8 39,8¢4 86 66,181 74 
3 | Boru esi 10,237 26 28,628 97 88,866 22 
4 | Lapung 14,493 90 36,098 27 49,593 17 
6 ; Silli... oe 18,113 08 | 18,683 66 96,696 59 
6 | Ormanjhi +2 10,8U8 42 18,390 00 29,198 42 
7 =| Angara see 12,767 33 30,651 37 43,408 76 ! 
& | Mandar ass $9,618 43 44,700 16 84,318 58 
9 | Ranchi eae 76,119 69 106,247 28 | 181,366 87 | 
10 | Lohardaga i 64,991 22 83,020 60 148,011 82 
Total 292,676 55 424,833 29 = 717, 609 84 
KAUNTI 
Suspivision. 
1 | Sonahatu Sy 28,643 47 | 24,731 48 53,374 96 . 
2 | Tamar an | 48,478 35} 67,722 61 | (116,200 86 
8 | Bundu a 14,608 39 18,932 82 | 33,641 21 
4 | Khunti vee 43,310 02 96,105 48 138,716 60 
8 | Karta a 21,814 86! 61,883 38 83,398 23 
6 | Porpa a 29,231 24 84,513 90 118,745 14 
Total : 186,385 32 362,689 57. 688,975 59 
Disteicr Tota 772,969 73 1,640,466 63° 2,318,436 36 | 











APPENDIX 


Statistics of Landlords 





CULTIVATED aREA OF VILLAGR’S 
MansHigas aND Berxuxt. 
WERE MADE. 


Don. Tanr. 
6 | 7 
A.D. A. Dz. 
36,777 OL 82,397 83 
11,246 28 22,971 36 

















22,785 64 48,441 21 
18,607 17) 36.798 19 
Ni | ON 
11,101 96! 26,737 20 
Nl} ON 
Nil Nil 
9,328 88 | 12,977 21 
13,842 99| 48,678 94 
13,620 05 | 82,891 03 
32,008 88; 76,270 12 
168,223 74| 378,163 11. 
! 
20,649 91, 1,766 04 
35,492 65 | 88,574 78 
9,487 99| 26,010 38 
18,336 88 31,085 82 
13,697 44: 12,626 86 
10,891 06 | ‘18,240 61 
10,678 63 | 26,294 64 
33,753 62! 48,920 76 
66,286 97| 93,488 88 
67,967 69. 74,893. 92 
266,442 04 884,840 98 
Ni; = Bil 
Nil Nil 
Ni} Nil 
30.765 60; 64,712 98 
16,044 68 | 40,831 18: 
23,696 14| 66,084 62 
69,404 42° 170,629 75 
499,470 2u- 933,633 79° 





© In some cases slight alterations have becn subsequently made in janch. These 


privileged lands,* 


er SS STD 














IN WHICH CuLtTIvVaTED aBEA OF VILLAGES IN WHIOH 
ENQUIRIES ENQUIRI&S REGARDING PRIVILEGED LANDS: ARBs DEMAROATED as Mansninas. 
WEEE MADE. 
Total. Don. Taor. Total. Don. Tanr. Total. 
8 | 9 | 10 | rt | 12 | 18 | 14 
A. D A. D. A. Dd. A. D. A. D- A. D A. vp. 
84,227 bY { 6,069 18 14,206 86 20,276 03 1,035 47 777 17 1,818 34 


1,960 08 2,454 96 4,434 98 


119,174 84 | 1,172 76 2,920 25 4,098 O1 9,178 36 | 2,698 66 | 4,876 92 
66,226 85 7,595 74 14,124 65 21,720 39 




































































55,405 36 | 5,148 89 16,097 71 21,248 60 1,186 55 | 1,414 42 | 3,860 97 
Nil 28,925 98 | 106,004 97 | 194,080 95 Nil Nil Nil 
37,889 16 | 4,706 70 | 16,634 79 20,841 49 939 09 | 1,878 25 | 9,217 34 
Nil 18,548 84 | 48,934 85 | 66,783 19 Nil Nil Nil 
Nil 39,654 6. | 106,472 04 | 146,026 65 Nil Nil Nil 
16,306.07 | 6,462 69 18,716 64-1... 24,178.18 34 26 1 16 85 49 
67,521 96 360 26 1,012 48 2,262 78 1,169 32 | 1,081 99 | 2,201 31 
46,411 08 | 10,859 45 34,911 66 | 46,271 12 1,070 18 £06 72 | 1,876 R4 
108,273 98 | 3,070 81 5,687 32 7,758 13 3,744 08 | $843.86 | 7,587 44 
641,683 86 | 930,465 90 | 9e4g23 11 | 615,988 41 | 19,567 18 | 14,907 28 | 27,874 46 
| Sanaa AE AI = i oa NESS 
| 40,804 96 170 64 393 19 563.73 825 98 390 69 | 1216 67 
| 087 36 $24 30 790 08 1,114 38 1,149 40 81218 | 9,261 18 
86,408 38 749 26 2,018 64 3,367 90 454 24 418 81 878 05 
| 46,873 17 1,167 55 4,062 46 6,220 00 1,071 39 | 1,768.59 | 9,869 98 
| 2682620| 4,418 6 5,956 70 | 10,872 29 Nil Nil Nil 
28,931 67 17 36 149 39 266 76 445 46 63 87 509 38 
36,873 07 2,179 85 4,357 83 6,687 68 281 36 71 83 368 17 
82,674 87 864 81 779 40 1,644 21 2,096 36 874 47 | 2.970 88 
169,775 86 8,882 62 12,758 40 | 21,691 02 2,819 92 | 102280 | 3849 12 
192,682 91 7,028 63 8,127 28 15,150 91 3,012 34 | 180491 | 4817 a5 
@61,682 97 | 26,835 61 | 39,908 36 | 66,828 87 | 19,406 44 | 7.968 14 | 10718 68 
Nu 21,084 48 | 20,869 84 | 41,444 27 Nil Nil Nil 
Nil 36,232 06 | 28,450 98 | 64,682 99 Nil Nil Nil 
Nil 9,871 7 11,668 60 21,586 21 Nil Nil Nil 
95,478 68 | 12,728 85 80,111 22 | 43,840 07 1,371 61 604 94 | 1,976 46 
56,875 83 6,398 66 | 19,385 55 | 26,784 21 2,134 26 665 48 | 3,799 78 
88,679 76 | 5,987 10 19,428 28 | 25,365 38 | 2,396 06 | 1,644.53 | 4540 59 
; gao.osa 17 | 92.262 81 | 129,399 32 | 921,882 13 | 6401 82 | 291495 | 9916 77 
1,458,108 99° ~ 348,663 62 654,906 79 “902,869 41 ~~ 92,424 44 24,480 37 66,904 K1 





u|terations Lave been incorporated in the return ‘‘abstisol of teuances.” (Appendix VI.) 
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NaMES OF THANAS. 





AREA RECORDED 48 PRIVILEGED, 


Don. 


| 


Goma Suspivi- 


SION. 


Siavi 
Palkot 
Gurla 
Ghaghra 
Ohaiopur 
Raidih 
Kardeg 
Kochedega 
Bishunpur 
Bano 
Kolebira 


Basia 


Subdivisional total 


Sapaz Divisioy, 


Kuru 
Bero 
Burmu 
Lapung 
Silli 
Ormanjhi 
Apgara 
Mandar 
Ranchi 


Lobardaga 


ose 


Subdivisional total 


Kavprti Susp:vi- 


sION. 


Sonahatu 
Tamar 
Bundu 
Khuati 
Karra 


Tarpa 


Subdivisional total 


Disraicr Toran... 


A. D, 


24 87 
657 23 
312 76 
43° «(72 

2,489 37 
217 46 
1,639 76 
3,586 62 
707 «85 
67 40 
1,111 87 
292 48 


| 


11,370 69 





40 67 
145 95 
42 48 


613 45 


116 65 
59 93 
260 49 
67 19 


1,258 10 


608 34 
1,113 73 
9380 69 
1,041 16 
848 36 
30961 
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APPENDIX 
Statistics of Landl.rds, 





Total aBEA OF PRIVILEGED LsNDs 


OF BOTH CLASSES. 


| 


Tanr. Total. Don. 





| v7 | 18 
A. vot A 
99 26| 2203 
1,260 00] 1,692 
934 61 | 2,272 
1,199 271 1,880 
6,684 89| 2,469 
642 68 | 1,186 
3,998 42| 1,639 
8,941 06 | 3,686 
1,808 81 | 742 
488 36 { 1,926 
8,878 76 | 2,181 
£92 96] 4,086 
72 88 | 866 


170 +89 1,694 
127 06 496 

64 03 1, 87 
794 04 518 


445 
203 9) 3808 
103 60} 2,166 


412 8) 2,969 
109 O01 8,079 





9384 79 608 
1,618 665 1,118 
1,428 236 930 
3,360 16; 3401 31 2,412 


768 91 1107 27} 2,482 
604 28 818 89} 8,206 


13 
70 
79 


37 
65 
76 
62 
11 
723 
49 
66 
87 


55 
96 
67 
83 
46 


29 
81 
63 


2,047 69 | 13,708 64 


a ey 


Tanr. 


19 


2,778 
1,480 
$,076 
3,169 
4,216 
1,708 
2,858 
6,404 
1,102 
1,418 
3,074 
4,443 
83,216 


423 
886 
508 
1,836 
281) 
63 
169 
918 
1,184 
1,846 
8,058 


82 
44 
1? 
68 
87 
07 
14 


23 
78 


Total, 


A. D. 
4,:76 18 
8,073 24 


5,349 69 
4,060 24 
6,684 89 
3,860 03 
3,998 42 
8,041 U6 
1,844 23 
2,640 17 
8,256 69 
8,480 40 
68,164 O2 





1,259 66 
2,431 77 
1,000 11 
2,924 00 

794 04 
509 3% 
657 07 
8,074 43 
4,254 71 
4,026 26 
21,761 27 





£84 79 
1,618 65 
1,483 25 
5,377 16 
8,907 00 
6,364 48 


fc | | | CL | ca 


4,846 88 


16,970 67 


4,062 28 | 9,299 16 | 10,748 





24,656 74] 41,626 61 ( 40,395 


1t 


18,6;6 98 


49,186 11 | 98,531 22 





xvii 
Y. 
privileged lands. 
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Of demarcated Manjhibas to 


Manjhihas enquiries were made. 














Don | Tanr. | Total. Don. Tanr. Total. Don. | Tanr. | Total. 
ee _———_—__—_ -- : == I ——. ee 
24 | 22 23 
59: 3°26 4:09 2°18 64 2-41 5°80 3°26 4-08 
yy7 3 38 5:29 9:18 4-94 6-20 9°18 3-98 5°64 
3-06 5°65 6-08 4°10 4°39 4°30 7:46 6:30 6-07 
771 3:84 514 8 06 4°69 5°64 7-91 4:10 5-29 
ss 33 8°53 3-09 4-95 8°51 3-08 4-94 
8:45 “77 5-86 461 272 3:16 7°31 4-02 4°93 
‘ ays 8°80 4:99 6:08 8-80 4,99 6-U3 
ne 8°93 6°07 612 8°98 5°C7 6-18 
0-61 0:07 0-21 12°94 5:87 T 47 8:44 3°47 4-65 
77 2°86 3-82 771 19:03 19:36 8°63 8-09 444 
79 2-44 404 | 10°23 6:48 7°38 9-02 4-53 6-10 
; 11969 5:03 7°00 14°10 10°65 ‘ 11°80 6-42 7°30 
30 | 978 | 614 | 871. 
401 1-97 3-02 
6°68 2°10 3:52 
4-78 161 2°45 
#03 5-78 6-46 
#16 0'84 “74 
2-66 “27 95 
541 1-98 3°69 
4°25 1-09 2°40 
6°29 24} 8 62 
| 428 | obey | on 
[~- ee ie 
' tes 
446 ool 2-07 
shh ver | “6-47 
12°28 2-53 512 
yee fre | 888 
Yeap | 26a | 300 | 




















Of recorded privileged lands to 
eultivated area in villages in which!cultivated area in villages in which 





enquiries were made. 






































Of privileged lands of both 
classes to total cultivated 
ares of thanas. 
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APPENDIX 


Goswara or Alsiract 


a ete 


Mansurnas on Betznera. 


Serial 


No. 


Name or rHana, 


SO re pennies. gpererreprenmmmn tienen sssiorename-eeee' 


oo woneesaosfefe 6 we = 


—-_— — 
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13 





Gumla .. 6 
Ghoghra . 
Palkot 
Kurdeg 
Kolebira 


Dasia 
Koohedega 


Sisai 


| Chainpur 


Raidih 
Bishunpur 


Bano... 
Subdivisional total 


Sonahatu 
Tamar 
Bande. 
Khuati ... 
Karras 


Torpa 


oon 


Subdivisional total , 


Kuro. 
Bero 
Burmu 
Lapung ... 
Silli - 
Ormanjhi 
Angara i... 
Mandar 
Banchi 
Lohardaga 


Subdivisional total ... 


Distarer rotay 





* Columns 8-18.—At the time, 
Gumla subdivisions 


whoo these statistics were prepared, 
{except Steal). For the areas recordod ae privile 





| ot 





Khati- 
ans, 


$26 
247 
188 


120 
4 
208 


2,049 


166 
$89 
438 


993 


RO | ete come ne een ne | ets | meee ste | weve | mentee veers |gongSERSSSSSEE 


136 
487 
17] 
319 











ed Gee 


1°14 | 27,876°60 


oe | 
| 








Total, Khati-| 





Acres. 

441498 
3°860'97 
1,818°3% 


1,877°11 


— 1,68881 


wae 


4,876°93 


2,217°34 
86°42 
2,201-31 





oe 


1,979°18 
2,709°92 
4,549°67 


9,328°77 


1,216°67 
2,26118 
873 08 
2,869°98 
609'83 
$5317 
3,970-83 
2,842'19 
4,817°95 


Laptops’ 


PRIVILEGED LANDA. 





ana, 


18 
12 
38 
36 





| ate core | ee ert anes | ee taper | pe | ag ey 


ee ren |e SeeES | omnes | emai ee | emetic | emer 


2,718 


Cultivated. 
bad 
Don. | Tanr. vated 
de 
Acres. Acres. | Acres. 
1,960°03 | 245696] .,. 
1,486°55 | 1,414°42 | ,,, 
1,035°47 77497 | 
1,07U°12 806-72 | °27 
$,744°08 | 9,843°96 | -87 
2,178°26 | 2,698°66 
989°09 | 1,278°26 . 
84:26 16)... 
1,169°32 | 1,081-99 
Snes emit 
18,567°18 | 14,807:29 
1,871°63 66494 | 2°78 
3,194°35 66548 | 019 
2,896°06 | 1,844°53 | 98 
6,401°82 | 2,914:9a | 12°00 
826-98 89069! ... 
1,449°L0 $1218] .. 
46424 4188) |... 
1,071'39 | 1,798°69} .. 
446°46 63:87 
281°35 11°82}... 
2,008°36 87447 
2,819'32 | 1,022 80 
3,012°84 ; 1.80691 | ... 
13,456°44 | 7,258'14] ,.. 


19,713°68 


| ce) ee ee] 


6,780 | 83,4444 | 24,480°37 | 18°14 | 66,917°96 


168 

















Cultivated. Un- 
culti-; Total. 
Don. Taor. rated. 
9 Qh I ee) ea 10 | mn | 139 
+ A ee eee ee eg eee ere 
Acres, | Acres. |Acres.| Acres, 
24°87 
24°87 
40°67 ' 33-8) 
146°06 | 24°64 
42°43 | 84°68 
16°44 | $7-58 
613-45 | 380°59 
116°66 | 87°25 
59°98 | 49°67 
50°49 | 162°10 
67:19; 41°82 
1,863:10 | 79669 
1,977°97 |} 868.98 


176 





the record of landlords’ privil lands had not made ti 
eed ia theese rabdivisions, Thee Appendie ¥. Vv.) —— ie tae 


VI. 


of Tenancies. 


xix 





Baxast Matix. 

































Cultivated. 
Khatians. 
Don. Tanr. 
13 | 14 | 16 | 
i Acres. Acren. 
465 2,162°94 6,631°87 
$28 9,201°86 5,968°78 
216 1,732°71 4,386'94 
128 2,301°53 4,078°31 
811, -3,116-18 7,866-98 
€89} 8,88498 | —10,770°34 
384 4,761°09 9,317:44 
608! —-2,604'48 6,913°54 
978 | 3,246'04 6,50673 
176 1,278-61 3,077°25 
9 | —1,036°24 2,221°54 
386 1,787°19 6,9338°79 
arse 40,280'26 | 78,206°66 
433 2,267°31 1,804°06 
836 4,968:27 2,6865°61 
881} —1,842°06 1,874°24 
889 -2,463-41 6,620'89 
472 1,666'60 7,808 78 
678 2,360°23 7,756'99 
~~ g,169 | 16,43687 | 27,040°47 
285 1,862'27 1,837°05 
644 1,643 04 9,440 04 
216 922°58 2,181°43 
243 1,145°77 $,16616 
177 1,961°99 1,032'24 
213 545-22 1,814 98 
148 664°20 1,474 58 
630 2,406°34 8,887°12 
1,114 4,013'50 7,416°77 
937 4,857°36 7,996°58 
4606 | 30,011'26 | 84,213 90 
"11,779 | 66,6878 | 184,480°93 


1 
Da a 


Baxast Buvrnwani, Pawanat, Mawatvat, 
Datigatanr avd Buurxysts. 














































seca ‘ Cultivated. fancies 
verad ‘otal. Khatians. bakit Total. 
Don. Tanr. 
16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 31 82 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres. 
. 8,674'81 989| 3,906-37| 969641 |  260°01| 5,761.69 
na 8,266°14 915] 9,82308| 317359] 24663! 5,241°16 
6,069°65 281 §88°80 625:57 | 41°68 | 3,256.99 
re 6,879°84 sf 
1-28 |  10,684-42 989 640-24 75558 | 8687 | 1,480-69 
112} 14,656'44 2,433; 4,242:93| 6,668°77 | 426-60 | 10,226 65 
a 14,068-38 1 368 470]... 8°28 
a 9,818-08 2,865 | 6,761°66| 6,116.48 | 671-03 | 12,62617 
a 9,750°72 ‘es re i 
ra 4,952 96 128 81379 161:78| 1610| 438-67 
8,307-78 27 70°68 5616 19:82 | 16054 
560;  7,726:38 sor| 1497-92 |  — 2,008-01 | 18636 | 9.688-28 
8 103,484 79 8108 18,827-20 | 20,059'88 | 1,880°99 | 40,7102. 
#39 | | 3,658-76 % fei “ | a Py; 
80°68 | —_7,684°96 Fe kes ~ | ihe i 
1:83 32, 18°12 as oe | wer 
5293 | 9196-62 1803] 207192 / 2.09828) 146-75 | 6,056 90 
20°56 | 8,978-93 1,979] 4,881-07/ 6,08463| 4070 | 10,506-¥0 
36°82 | 10,043°04 3,107 | 6,78476|  8,967-73| 56482 | 14,717°81 
yaa | 42,6188) 6,380 | 13,18726 | 17,8040 | 76227 | gLa7oe 
8,689°32 1217) 200930 | 1,081 | 178-40 | 3,98961 
_ 6,088°80 1,971, 3,12248| 2612-73 689-66 | 6324-71 
f 8 05401 640] 1,09060| 2,61984| 415-23 | 4,139°67 
. 4,310°28 1447 | 264066} 4,246-46} 31916 | 7,106.28 
= 2,994'23 8-62 3:21 49 782 
2,890°16 1,261°68 | 1,409°53 | 226-24 | 2,987°45 
2,128:78 691°69 709°67 | 136:60 | 1,436-76 
6,292-46 6,808°59 | 3,738:04| 611:36| 9,657-97 
. 11,429-27 967687} —8,851-39 | 2,001-29 | 20,029 66 
19,852°98 7,036°33 ae 699'12 | 10 820-46 
| 66,826°16 32,720-77 Tisad tes 65,8578 
"163-47 | 200,281-78 64,6852 | 65,4101 | 7,762 68 |187,88-01 


e2 


xz 


LL rT 




















Bazast Munpst Kaoyrxarzi. | Bizast Kauwruatri. 
és ee ae a, 
% Naw or 
a THaNa. Cultivated. Cultivated. 0 
K a 2 De 
3 so —| Pneuitic | totat, bate] calti- | Total. 
Dox. | Tanr, Don. | Tanr. vated. 
23 a | os 26 x | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 32 
eee A et is a= | 
1/Gumla seat ae Par vee wo ae 





3 | Palkot wae] one aie ay 











3 | Ghaghro w. 6 80°03 82°19 Ee Ne71{ = 7 48 36 73-97 $85 190 99 














@ | Kurdog i 1 14°06 6:54 20 20°80 10 66°50 84:24 ai 141-46 
§|Kolebira a, 24 11897 446'01 40°94 605'92 1 129 16°05 ‘as 17°34 
6 | Basia vee [eee es es oes otis wee ‘is 7 = 

9 | Kochedega ... 50 319'10 998-33 41:27 1,868°69 

g | Sissi wf 8 8°07 | 20°63 3°38 30°98 : , 

9 | Chainpur | as. i ve oes sexes 1 12°38 21:00 i, 33:88 
10 |Reidih | aes io a AeA is - 7 
VW | Bishuppur 4.) Se | oes Tot! haa tea ie on we os 
33 | Bano ons 31 82:57 89°61 1:33 $83 41 F . we “ 

Subdivisional a a te | 
total we| 114 572'80 | 1,8638:10 89:61 2,625°61 19 11853 196°96 8°66 323'15 








1|Sonshata ..,| 280 9,499°05 | 1,926°60 alist 4,747°00}. .., 





9 | Tamar « | 3,688 | 18,2674 | 3),88457 | 2,119°64-)» 47,270°95 62 250°95 438-41 | 17°76 703:12 











3 | Bundu wt 687} 285727 | 3,648°49 280'43 6,686°19 4 46°50 4517 189 93°56 















































4| Khunti .. {9,894 | 14,8646:13 | 24,993'67 | 2,603'13 42,341°93 | 250 | 1,275°61 2,161-65 | 22242 | 8,659°68 
5 | Karra toe | ae fee a: wank, Me Hedreet | ses 
6 | Torpa we] Al 88:94]  410°78 29°26 §28°98 2 1462 2306 | 2°92 39°99 
Subdivisional 
total =... | 8,086 | 33,497°13 | 62,764°11 | 6,313°81] 101,575 | 908 | 1,5°7°67 | 2,663:29 | 244.89 | 4,496°36 
1} Kuru RENE ada be ave Pn rere ae es ‘ 
2 | Bero Pn eer idee eau sen - 
$ | Burmu wee: [ Jeu a os fa eevae ; “60 ea ia 
4} Lapung ‘ oe : 
6 | Silli Py 24 23460 142°47 1-46 378 63 6 60°87 56'94 2°85 12020 
6) Onnanjhi .., 6 617 | 4°99 4°88 14:54 3 44°06 6338 404 103°27 
7 \Angara oa]. ona ees ve eeees 4 17°67 38-91 a 41°48 
8| Mandar... 7 1432 17°79 322 36°93 ‘i 
9 | Ranchi es ar 79°89 222-26 723 309'38 ee 
10 | Lohardaga ... 9 20°31 | 20 ‘13 2064] 14 57:36 84°27 1:04 142'87 
Subdivisions! |———|-———-=+ — | -—— | — — em | |__| | 
tutal a 72 36429 387-71 16°42 768°42 | 27 180°26 218 60 8:87 40762 
Granp Tovar | 8,221 | $4,42422 | 65,01492 | 641984 | 104,868-98 | 964 1.88645 | 3.07775 fa "622612 
a i he Ne cr ge 














xxi1 


CL LC CS a SS SEC 






































Monpazz Kxontrattt. 









































; Cultivated. : | Average rent/Avorage ren 
Khati- Tea Uneulti- Total. Tinsi Rent, per acre per acre 
vated. * on don on total 
Don. Tanz, srea, aren. 
33 | a4 | 35 | 36 | 37 | 38 | 39 | ry | 4l 
| | Rs. a. p. He. a. P. Ra. a. P 
118 614°88 2,366'23 188'44 $,169°66 wena | 188 0 9 049 0 O11 
eee woeeen re ) eT . sepees stone | ee tes teeeee 
{ oeenes veeeee soe eeates eeneee songs teeree 18 
13 68°74 273°3 6:10 347°87 ove 34 4 0 0 8 0 017 
rr farce ee | oa ————S_—o—r- roe - _—_ | ren, | cee an reas 
131 683°62 2,689'26 19464 3,617°42 | ait. 217 4 9 061 010 
a ee | ee ee ——| | | ee" 
: b, Soh 
( T. @1°64 
G. 0°05. 
391 1,667°85 1,599°80 476°60 5,531-76 a9 1,072 12 2 oll g 0 410 
D. 130.68 
T, 5°46 
Q. 0°44 
693 1,843°9) 1,984'80 299°92 ,062°63 teto | 2,003 7 8 lié 0°70 
232 823-88 1,896°11 173°73 2,292'67 1,218 9 0 176 08 6 
392 2,866°41 6,223°00 | 4 40669 8,486°10 3,762 11 9 1 6 1 o7 1 
9 6-92 123-78 130-88 3 1 0 0 8 8 006 
1,717 6,986'92 | 10,224*99 J,291°18 18,603-08 8,055 9 7 13 5 0 611 
67 247°48 160°12 27-79 436-39 804 6 9 13 8 O11 2 
8 19°81 11-42 Vi $334 
16 97°36 128-65 ‘61 166-62 40 14 6 116 0 311 
11|  S0465| = 300719 29°61 684°Sb $6 6 3| 122) 08 8 
1,926 1,516°17 22,654°80 12031; 8618 2 7 11.0 960 


7,976°19 | 18,164 44 


rr 








‘ti 






















































































KHUNTKATTII. 
g “man Kbati. Cia — | Unoulti. as ae pee Arertge 
a i Don. Tanr. eo es ae ~ aad teen: arte 
3 
a pe Sec Ng ret oe ee 
| | 42 ef] 8 | | 4 | “6 | 46 | 47 | 48 | 49 | 60 
eS a eh ah. 
| Bs. a. P. Re. afe.| Ks, a. Pp, 
1 | Gunla . ‘ 7 ; 
2/Ghagbra... 780 "6 ‘13 9:18 se ‘ a 
8 | Palkot es tes a ati 
4 | Kurdeg eae 26°86 75°94 3:27 1066 eve 813 9} 06 81] O14 4 
6 | Kolebira ... 166 168°57 3:97 36159 ove 23 6); 03 61008 
6 | Basia oo Se ae v sis j ae 
7 | Kochedega ... . oe . . . e ; 
8 | Sisai ee -_ Ack ise aa : . 
9 Chainpur ... ar ose ee . we 
1 | Raidih vee es eee o 
11 | Bishunpur ... es ate oe ‘ on 
12 | Bano bas i Ses er bee eos 
Subdivisionsl es Ss). | pied: Sirsa 
total 48 80 220°67 7°86 276:88 ss lt 1 81 083 8; 0 0 8B 
1 | Sonahatu Pees rata eh ae Wiue . ‘ies ena one 
2 | Tamer a 72°53 26°69 1:98 101-18 “ws $512 0/ 0 8 oO; 0 6 9 
3 | Bundu . - vs a seb * 
4 | Khunti oe “ see vow ae a on “ 
6 | Karra ou 0 re 4 ‘ sat eee 
6 | Torps “i ad att te - as 
Subdivisional | caer eal Rey og at 
total vee | 1:96} 101°18 ove 8512 0} 0 8 of 09 6 7 
1 | Kora 114 45°65 ae 10 4 4 “516 8 “03 7, 
2 | Bero bee oe 
$ | Bormu “48 | 16°17 ene me bes “ 
4|Lapung = «. : . 
6 | Silli ous 26‘39 27412 ove 12610 Of 1 4 Of; 0 - 7 4 
6 | Ormanjhi_... 10:79 311-01 sie 319 8 O/ 8 9 g} 12 06 
VlAngara 9°99 923-47 isa $27 9 3] 112 2] 0 6 8 
8| Mander... Pe “ 
D. 89°48 
9| Ranchi... 23-11 | 626-83 |e | 22012 9/ 1 6 g| 6 10 
D. 90°79 
10 | Lohardaga .., 40°74 | 3,606°62 601 3 0] 018 5] 0 411 






1 
ee frre ere fr | we ere 













D. 50°88 
T. "88 
11060 | 3,801-82 |———~—Srar— 11,643 16 4 


4,179°83 57°86 | 1,690 12 7 






Subdivisional 
total 





1,213°69 ; 2,477°63 


1,834°93 | 2,724'99 























DistRiot roran 215°92 





ed 





TENANCIES HELD AT FIXED RENTS, | SETTLED Rarvats. 










































































~~ 


* At tho time when shane statistics were prepared for the Khanti and Gumls subdivisions 


the law of the ” settled rafyat‘’ waa not is force in Chota Negpar, see paragraph 168. 
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let Cotrivatso. Average | Average Oornivarey. 
* |Khatt-|-———- rent per | rent per as 
a Don. | Tanr. ce Pane loelane Khatians.| Don, ane. 
$1 | b2 | 58 | 64 | 88 66 | 67 | 68 | by | 60 | 61 
—~ ee 
| Rs. a, P. | Rava. P, | Ra. a. P. 
47] 11626 90783} 6100/07 3/03 8) « 7 x 
85| 85°38 260; 8613 0/0 611/027; wv <3 re 
Bi] 197 3993/ 29 8 0; 1 6 2) 013 6) ,,, a a 
3] 193s 8634] 116 0)03 6/00) ,, die sa 
18) 68°89 mges| 27810661018] ,, 7 Mis 
27 | 7645 24236; 4718 8) O10 0) 0 8 2 _ a 
11] 47-63 17206} 2 40/09 6/028] ,, a 
os! 114658 weer} 6710 3; 0 81] 0 3 8] B17] ai,2e40] Brcgr-gn 
{6881} 10°62 | 8368] 18851] 49 1 2/10 461043) ,., 
4| 1895] 2080] 28) 3907; e110) 06 7/028, ,, ‘is 
1 $19 avd $19 oe iss ate sa 
{ 64690) 171s! 728} 181271 gig 0] O14 SF 03 8], 7 " 
i en ae a 
16 @50°85 | 119863 | 291-16 | 2,01004| 37. 912} 0 9 2) oO 2) 8617 | 21,248.40] 567,037-38 
er} 276s, 68:94 “5080 9730 ahaa (10) 0 6 3 330 18043 460°86 
J67 | 472°03 | gu9'09 | 15508 | $8780) gag 1 6| 018 2) 06 8] ,, oe 
63; 17847} 7996] 8176} 98617) 19710 2} O18 1) 074] “ i 
M17] 249°76 | = 67-3) | 6187 | 72884 | 21810 ¢] O11 8) 0 4 9 26 97-09 186-21 
89/ 14299) 167:06) 6722) 36725] 79 2 6] 0 810} 0 8 6 Ms 26648) 12809 
95 4414] 15635) 39 3 9; 0 910} 08 6) ,, 
468 2,872°60 | 982 0 7} OL 1] 0 6 6 296 50295 | 1,736:16 
Te y343| 69 | 4870 ais 3| 016 4/0 8 6|  4o17| tow7as| iseezas 
a i wae 6,843} 13,099'11 |} a4.079'58 
ry ie sit 4,237 | 6,668.67 | 31,229:10 
. a aes ss 4,770} 825663 | 93, 097-39 
es 7 was . 1 6,087! 14,090°33 | 15.731 68 
es es i 4,409 8.00799 | 14.096 26 
ove on st ae 4,166 | —10,248'98 26,029'8a 
i as : ah 11,686 | 26,712'87 | 98, 157-68 
ee pm : 26,20 | 5 2,206-05 82,663'90 
108 785) 66792 | 17218 9 32,051 | 34,497.07 | 0,691 29 
1% 60602 | 19819 0| 01210) 0 & 8} 104,954] isgraga1 | 299,488-82 
“got | area | aainsz| eb072 | casoen isa 7 o| 010 8| 0 « 6] ninmel goaosmze | Sengeian 


‘except in thana Simian few villages of othor thanns), 
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SRITLED Raltats.* 
Serial Wen 
No. NAMB OP THABA. Unooltivated. | Total. | Jini. | Bent. ery farang eta oateee: 
| a es bed . | 8 | 61 
Pe Se a ae EO (rrpeeacee eee porary poss 
Bs. a.» Re a P. Re. a, p. 
1/}Gumla.., “ see aee uses sete Saree Gh. dete 
2)Ghaghra ... oo threes wa 
3 | Palkot .. bes toons ve tee oreene sae’ 
4|Kurdeg 2.0 +m] soeene we anions: etree toae stone 
5 | Kolebirs ... ssuias we serene | tae . ies tenes 
6 | Basia a tae rr cs anos om at ae 
7 | Sochedega so setae sonees 
a oe 
6: 1974 
8 | Sisai ies 2,968:96 81,296:23 aia 87,287 6 6} 112 1 07 
9 | Chainpur ... ere sea ve ieciee ves siaads 
10 | Raidih ms ores, (ee: es Cr or? ee or 
VW} Bishunpur afte ewe thease “f j oe toons eer 
12 | Bano or een “ he vee | ie edeat 
i = ra. | | 
41974 
Subdivisional total ... 2,948°96 81,286'22 Maze, «37,287 4 6: 1121 
1 | Sonahatu .., ie 13-08 624°37 h 300 6 33 114 0 
2, Tamar... pn eels 1 aS fae a ne re 
3] Bundu ss, wean serra os saa 
4 | Khunti 6:13 268-42 “ 6618 6 09 2 
6 | Karra ‘G a 46°57 1,419°09 pees 685 9 7h 212 8 
6|/Torpa... * , es oo seit we 
Subdivisional tote! ... 6477 230188 fo 1,041 12 6 2123 
— D. 99°28 iar ET 
T, 19681 
3 | Kuru me 8,320:26 32,709°67 cory 19,199 & 8} 118 6 
eae 
a H1" 
2 | Bero 1,081-73 $8,210°87 % 5 is 31,486 9 2 26 6 
ras bs 
3|Burmu w.| 1017-61 28,910:28 [ 16,095 6 24 266 
4jLapung .. “ae 1,537°30 $3,891 22 18,986 3 6 Ym. 
6s 
6 | Silli oe $,021°01 32,843°02 : 19,147 1 8 168 
: D, 18618 
T. 138-99 
6 , Ormanjbi ny 777°69 22,811-84 29514 14,070 18 3 112 2 
Re 
G33 
7 \Angara ies 2,01794 $*,291'02 33°79 16,374 156 6} 19 6 
| D.  530°0S 
1 T. 595-46 
8, Mandar ,,. 1,684'95 66,455:28 1,070 33,448 5 2 14090 
| Kote 
9: Ranchi... wf 608012 | 140,810.07 Susm- «(73,661 3 2 166 
ae | 
10 | Lohardaga eee 2,198°31 87,286°48 2,834" 65,747 5 6 114 6 
—|—_—___—_. D. 2,129" -- cate | ree 
T 6606-48 
Subdivisional total... 27,4662 §0,219°25 |G 38 03,057 6 7} 110 6 
—, wee STROSS 











XXV 


nee a 
OccUPraNcy BaIYATS. . 






































Cultivated, : Average rent Average rent 
Khatians. Uncultivated. Total. Jini, Rent, per acre on don |per acre On total 
Don. | Tanr. area, an 
| o | 70 | n | 2 | = | 7% ~ | aa 
; { D.* 152°66 


Ly 44°58 Rs. a. P| Rs. a. P.] Be. 
6,690 | 19,80489 | 40,41618 | 8,048°25 | 68,354°52 |i) 38,125 210) 115 0]; 0 


oP 
on 


6,768 | 14,7984 | 36,045°06 | —1,410°40 | 62,980°20 |\—“--| 27,973 14 73 114 9] 0 8 & 


2,981 11,692'35 27,810'38 2,146°89 41,584°62 |[—“""7r7g3| 16,583 9 103! 16 6 0 6 0 
3,401 12,854'35 82,766°42 3,116°37 48,737°14 ‘ We 10,273 0 53 012 9 0 3 4 


G, 
4,381 15,920°43 46,262°23 3,728°36 65,9112 |“~—~Tpns7; 10896 6 5 010 11 028 





Dd 
Tr 
7,162 19,143°96 65,717-77 38,727°63 78,587 36 oot 22,813 9 10 128 047 
D. 
T. 


6,568 | 28,9770 | 82,082°12 6,489-64 | 11649916 |—=spx5-| 29,626 14 1 104 041 





& 
ae. 
= 
a 


1,781 3,456'34 7,878°b6 408°5 11,742°45 31478 6,764 0 3 110 7 Q 710 


7,458 21,240°63 87,508°49 1,388'8 110,187'20 | —“~y77-g~| 80,563 16 2 170 046 


. 
a 

22 
a 
> 


3,293 11,828'61 36,204°27 1,819°47 48,853°36 |—""“"a7rsT| 14,752 0 8 1¢@1 0 410 





ere jesy fosp fee 
<1 8 
” & 


2,667 68,2391 24,460 460'6 81,159°6 12,048 5 4} 11431 0 6 2 


38,778 8,862°85 32,201:47 2,492°27 43,655'69 


ee aa es 





6,168 1 6 Oll 2 02 3 





65,766 | 174,582°26 | 609,203°86 29,229°36 | 713,015°47 


peeve a | 


2,24,024 0 9} 1 46 050 











®; 92,660+67 
| CG, 4318 
7,660 18,494'04 14,047'58 2,872°77 | | 34,004°39 |-“"—~“s0oaT | 36,941 2 7 1 610 O12 1 


246°89 
59626 
12°81 

“~~ 85795 | 26,604 11 32 149 010 1 


D. 
T, 444-01 


4°78 
—— | 7209 2 8| 1010| 067 





9,019 20,601°41 19,849°44 2,089°26 42,390'10 


3,291]  6,927°40] —10,026°60 875°56-| 17,828°56 








7,026 | 16,331:19 | 49,398°82 3,284°64 | 69,014'65 |—--——s5q,-| 16,694 5 10 10 4] 0 810 










D. 
2, 
G. 
G. 
D. 
2p. 76°98 
a. 
dD, 
tT, 
G. 


6,054 13,366°11 40,696-07 3,098°04 | §5,165°22 1,839 13 6 027 00 6 


8,200 17,012°28 62,179'58 5,208 00 | $4,399'86 


| enn 


16,7381 0 8 014 10 030 


———— 








94,510 6 1 10 8 06 0 


[—_— $$$] 


41,189 90,622°43 | 196,197°09 16,873°26 | 308,692°78 


ry 





























1,988 |  4,089'56 | -2,125°6 10984 | 6,267 46 464013 2} 124] out 
1,292 2,709°27 5,405-80 262°20 4,568 0 7 1ll 0 089 
1 64°31 102-77 67:26 234'34 21514 5] 359! om 9 
414 38026 | — 1,199°87 87-12 | + 1,667'25 7412 9| 908 | 07 6 
i 
92 190°06 349-16 2018 659°98 $21 6 7H 1114! 092 
63 138°67 190°78 49:47 561410] 07 4| 02 6 
288 28°63 163°36 12-08 42406] 4480 1) 111 9| 1 0l« 
639 1,175°92 2,094°14 70°66 | —$,840°72 1,746 18 8 179 08 4 
314 292/28 110°59 93°09 496°91 eee 26 16) 102] O0gg¢ 
3,366]  9,019°61 | 11,281°31 547-78 | 20,798°65 16570 6 O| 111 7) OM 
7,602 | 18,2461] 22,96227| 1,81963 |} 42,628°31 28,639 3 191! 01 9 














ET 


Berltl) Nawe oF thins. 
No, 


’ xxi 


NOR OCOUPARCY RAlYa™s, 








Oultivated, f 
Unenlti 
yaled, 


Khatiana. Total, 


Dou. 


Tanr. 























Gumla 


Ghaghra 


Palkot 





~ 


Kurdeg 


6 | Kolebira 
6 | Basia 

4 | Kochodega 
8 | Sisai 
Chainpur 
Baidih 


Bishunpur 


38 | Bano 


Subdivisional 
total 


Sonshatu 
Tamar 


Bundu 


Khunti 
Karra 


Torpa 


Subdivisions 
total 


Kura 


Bero 


Burma 


Lapung 
Billi 
Ormanjhi 


Angara 


Mandar 


Ranchi 


Lohardaga 


Subdivisional 
total 


Disrpren masa 


, oa 


| 
| (3 


5,605°87 


2,185 | 2,080°24 3.41897 | 166°68 


1 


1,712 | 1,495-44 | 4377-01 | 32895 | 5,992-30 


1,017 | 1,672'11 | $,208°79 | 283-13 | 6,014:3 


Bye Jen 





10,894°81 | 


69,708°79 


2,177 | 2,880°5 9184 | 14,602-90 





D. 
T. 
1,758 G 


1,785 


1,998°68 | 8.26840 | 996-86 | 10,664°3 


2,039°86 | 6,196°82 | 295-44) 7,631°61 





ve | 2,826 | 4,107°3 | 12,857°78 | 630°87 | 16,976°63 





we | 1,164 92345 | 9,104°93 | 120°62 | 4,289 





2,176 | 1,873°79 | 8,851°69 | 199-04 | 10,426°43 


D. 
4, 
G. 


on 674 96650 | 2,367°44 | 17068 | 3,604°62 


D, 
te 
G. 


908 82577 | 4,475°31 | 108°60.| 6,409°58 





1,007 601°8 3,625°86 | 124°52 | 4,941°40 


Sl en 


3.37421 | 94,436-44 


ie | a ee 





vo | 19,384 | 21,3634 


—— | 


Dd 
v. 
G. 
D1 
T. 3 
Q. 
D. 
F, 


G. 


2,163 | 1,93857 | 1,003°71 | 249718 | 3.28146 


oe 


dD 
i 
G. 


6,284 | 4,01868 | 7,866-17 | 909-82 | 19,694-°03 


1,457 78041 | J,190°37 | 251-43 | 2,222°31 





dD 
FR 
G 


3,145 88140 | 2,286'74 | 118:26 | 3,286'40 





ero 


1,636 | 1,884:05 | 4,848:99 | 299°b4 


sts 


G, 


te] 1,297 900'4t | 3,668°43 | 806-70 


18,022 | 10,893°36 | 20,949°41 |2,633°43 | 34,386°20 


—_— |——S— SS) 


435 447'83 186'37 


D1, 
F. 
G, 





D. 
t. 


47 30 60°65 


dD, 
T. 


877 740°43 | 1,008°79 | 67691 | 2,421:18 


D. 
B54)  458:02 | 1,615°14] 53:52 7 
dD 
t. 





876 332°72 96793 | 4143 | 1,813-08 


dD 
| 185 6275{ 20970/ 7025 | 342-70 | 


ane 198 93'68 283°69 | 16:39 392°76 


409 169°70 | 3,028'84 | 18484] 1,332°88 


1,046 846'J0 228-78 | 2,080°77 


965'89 


«| 1,782 | 31,3880 | 2,844: | 260-a1 | 4,602°79 


n, 


T. 


2,171 | 2.4020 | 8,798:47 


——— |e oe | 


7,979 | 6,940°97 | 12,787-80 


eens fee 
an oor 


12018) 6,316°65 








\,88-0L | 21,306-88 


—_ _|—_ —_— 











2,024°67 Tie es 


Jina, 





423 23 
96118 
9°68 


25074 
92°74 
10-90 
45 
12217 
8 65 
1-25 
21587 
4°73 
33s 


11687 
HS SL 
11°80 

223°6T 








103672 
54'Bu 
67 1b 

“Bi 
322 So 
18°91 
170'87 
‘th 
186 "4y 


Ws7 
S21 


FOES 
$98°20 
Wl? 

iv 
1,Uva'us 
681-25 
Suusay 
23°65 
Ror) 


75°48 
ith 15 


ols 
16876 


336°42 
35071 
53) 


6,582'58 Sa Toe 


8°82 
e472 
59 


§,369°63 -—-———— 


1,092°53 
2,95'uG 
aL 2s 


4, ets oe 


87 28 
Wy 61 


22812 
Ip 32 
Su 4d 

80°48 
6736 


2826 
ivr 
obs 14 
19‘72 
1s5s 
wes 
pu} 
18°16 
Pry0 





15°17 





363 23 
SS¢ 16 
47°38 


pe Vana 
ty 8b 
PEST 


1,150" 




















Average 

Rent, | perebovon'| Pent per 

don aren. total aries 

“ae ee ae 
Re. a. ®.| Rs. a, vp [Ree a. 

5,387 15 43) 2 9 2/0185 { 
4411 810) 218 3/0h) 9 
2,480 6 1] 1 9 2/0 7 10 
8,025 6 61 109/10 8 4 
2,265 16 O| 110 210 4 1] 
464210 9! » 4 6/0 91d 
484118 3) 1 2101/0 4 | 
2,041 8 44 9 3 4107 8 
3,805 9 $3) 2 0 6/0 6 JU 
1,984.12 8/ 2010/0 9 4 
2,660 7 9! 8 $8 4/0 71 
711 8 81 18 8/0 2 9 


9y,224 10 0 


a 


$3,119 10 0 





9,656 6 2 


1,388 14 2 


2,242 8 1 


3,660 10 10 


1,281 18 1 


ee, 


21,139 13 4 


| 


“Tie lose @ 


1 9 91015 gi 





116 8/011 


1h 6/0 9 


28 9/0101) 





29 1/0 8 8 


116 4/0 @4 








187°80- 


——______ 


823 6 9 


1,672 7 6 


806 2 9 


668 16 11 
169 0 3 
821 8 8 
566.16 3 
2,480 9 2 
2,808 8 114 
6,197 0 3} 


re 


33,801 11 1 


ae 


——— rey re cs 


1138 6)1 3 4 





2 0; 010 


010 8/0 32 


30 3/0 711 


211 110 749 


8 611/018 3 


3 4/0 6 


2138 ]1}1 8 y 


20 4/0 on 
33 2/]a13 


a 


22) 


me 


011 





784 


485 


483 
418 


876 
713 


674 


989 
265 
401 

bs 


6,439 


833 
846 
338 
164 
218 
105 


3,489 


518 





1,084 


283 


1,662 
1,450 
1,414 


7,547 


990 | 





87153 


670°67 


612°62 


$97°80 


638:79 | 


87661 
1,314°48 


893'64 


3,045'62 


38377 


496'47 


67°37 


————— 


9,169°17 





1,013°42 


1,344°27 


33102 


137-04 


213°76 


97:10 





8,126'6! 


640°41 


863°7L 
196:59 
927:33 
566'92 

53:28 


103-83 


1,867°76 


2,298°91 


1,449°67 





7,652'41 





RENT-FRER. 


Cultivated. 


Tanr. 


467°8) 


$09'80 


244°43 


271:12 


829°30 
617-31 


1,645'56 


622'28 


4,921-71 


166°36 


219°41 


20°85 


7,114°49 


46890 


879°11 


196°75 


84°66 


12387 


106°57 


1,367°35 


128°83 
1 


646°88 
153-49 
263-21 
831'81 
48°41 
98-00 
4,223°62 
826-77 


853°60 


7,362 62 














Uneulti. 
vate: 





17°69 
23-19 
2894 
17/90 
) 


49°44 
29 76 


92°60 


30°78 


69° 


8°60 


23°67 


93 


882'20 


91°69 


78°18 


12°46 


2:30 


13237 


12°10 


41-21 
33°86 
133 


662 





82°21 


116°16 


91°79 





485-05 


SXVIL 



































Homnargads. 
































ae 


Occupancy, Non-occupancy, 
Total. ——| Total, Total. 
. e na Tanr, = " Ret: Tanr. pte - 
_# | wv | 2 | 94 ab 0 | ow | 8 
ok, 1,336'98 419| $308) 1975] 62°88] 122| 1817, 11-82) 29°99 
908'76 374) 1440 7°58 21:98 60 3°30 140 470 
B85'99 887 | 83:05! 1606) 4911 63 472 288 706 
686-92 149 | 16°80 867 | 3937] 195] 20-93 637 | 37°30 
1,617-53 283 | 36°38 | 11:51] 4889; 184] 1922 619 | 2811 
1,624°8 876 | S413] 1407] 4820] 1388] 1995 4°86 | 18:91 
2,962°64 602 | 63°08} 2002] 73:10} 341 | 83:11; 10°86] 43°96 
1,446°65 ee oo ws ies “ oo one Pid 
4,026 23 661 | 8664] 1744; 103-08} 197] 18-91 489} 23°80 
64763 166 | 14°20 619 | 1939 77 616 41 8°67 
739°46 71 |. 13°07 3°27 16°34 28 5:38 "92 6°30 
88:16 170 | 21°93 664) 28°67 91} 18°30 296} 16:26 
ee re | rete | ner | | eee, 
FEO 16,655°86 | 86 | 3,218 | 36876} 12410 | 477-86 | 1,492 | 167-85 | 64°99 | 21284 
1,673°91 | 1,292 | 86934 | 63°82 | 863°66 74} 1801 262) 20°63 
1,799°51 | 9708-1 67729 | 12016 | 797-44} 618] 171°76 | 20°18 | 200's9 
64022 | 1,007 | 21444] 6041} 26455 | 126| 2811 | 10°69) 8830 
213-99 514} 7716) 2679) 10288] 198] 2764] 670) 3436 
343°0) 865 | $301} 17°96) 60°96 64 665 2'56 B10 
210°00 772 | 8466) 11°85) 46°61 71} 10°83 310] 1843 
ere a | et etee| aware a fn 
acsoes 64} 6,653 |1,346°80 | 279-90 {1,626 70 | 1,146 | 261-40 | 64°69 | 31609 
687°64 see oe wwe “ ws 
1 631: 46 ate Aad ee one ete +e tee Aid 
861-18 ane ee aba tae oe ave 
621-75 a6 2 Ae ies ave 
98209 os a a Pe io wee see | 
| 
103-02 3 os we | 
21345 |, af e ee ea ee | a oan 
; { 
651349)... As sa its | 
3,240-84 ay ee saa ae - ae ave ! 
219506! ,,, bs aes vn sis 7 soe 
1649998 | 4. | ie a ae 


ee 


Seria! 
No. 


| 


~ 


a 


a 


oO 


10 


Vv 


12 


- 


=> 


a 


-~ 


9 


i 
Oo 


Nay OP THANa, 


Gumls 


ote 


Ghaghra 


Palkot ... aes 


Kurdeg 


; Kolebira .. 


Basis 


Kochedega 


» Sinai ea 
Chainpur... 
Baidih ... 


: Bishunpur 


Bano 


ane 


Subdivigional total ... 
Sonabatu we. 


Tamar 


one 


Bundu 





Khunti 


Karra 


Torpa ae 


Subdivisional total ... 


Kuru 


Bero 
Bormu 


es 


Lepuog .. 
Silli 
Orman)hi... 
Angra .. 


Mandar ... 


Ranchi... 


Lohardaga 


Subdivisional total .., 


JUNGLE amp Wasre. 
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Kateak.1-8 xp. 7 ToraL. 
Khatiang. Area, Khattana, Area. Khatians, ec eal : 
| Den, | Tanr. 
| » | 1m {| wm | we | 1s 1 | ts 
| ae pee rae 
1G 27-75 
1,062 | 41,420'48 47 || 18,196 | 30,5564 | 67,6004 
| 786|  63,741-41 26 178°28 10,536 | 28,7566 | 52,895-90 
G. 89°37 
479 | 85,899°71 8 | 6,009, 17,3264. | 37,1789] 
T. 78 ‘ 
G40 
238 | 126,832-98 238 aT 6,509} 18,648 34 | 48,2345 
| 752 166,88490 at | G. 188-93 8,630 | 24,379.60 | —67,802-69 
» gots! 68,463 01 32{ 18544! = 15.852] sores! 81,087-45. 
624 | 186,626'68 is]  107°82 11,099!  $9,56361 | 106.479-04 
; 
1,639 | 62,878°71 gg | G. 285°88 17,518 | 87,949.77 | 85,318-08 
; Gere 
612 | 128,036-25 69 | 12,435 | 28,969'14 | 108,019°33 
| D 4V6 j 
Tt 636 
843] 8,696 9) 10 18 ee | 6,239 | 16,80865 | 4287199 
| & sea | 
162} 110,274°90 2 4,281 { 8,701:46 | 31,6925 | 
fom 
1.231 |  78,220:96 | 3 pa 7,785 | 14,198°24| 46,691-44 
: Mp, ase | 
| T. 41°78 
f G. 9,050°98 | 
9,843 | 1,146,193: 817 zieses; 119-9341 293,906-86.| 763,048-77 
ne Si — — 
605 | 36,145 85 30 |G! 19,998 ag.8ig47. 20 
p) » a ha 28,843'47 | 73h 
+ 43°47 ! 73148 
vue, ‘at H 
1,400 | 186,559'08 7 26,267 | 48,467896 | 67,7295) 
| O14 
432 | 90,634'29 30 8 ie 8,003 | 14,808'39 | 18,992-82 
t 
1270} 70,5992 6l! 461-75 18,568 | 43,610°02) —$6,105-48 
Vs ass ‘ 
1,888 | 40,2221 68 |_G__ susio 13,312 | 22,814685 | 61,683-98 
324°68 
2,873 | 66,305°12 %! = 084 17,143! 29,9324) 84-619-g0 | 
j D013 is 
C: 1.26928 
7,958 | 420,438'36 261 Siti | 94,061 | 186,386-32 | 352,689'57 
618 | 18,253°39 2 169°33 8,559 | 20,720 46 20,148-28 
965 | 87,813'80 469 |  2,008-46 14,481 | 25,81688 | 80,864°86 
474 | —73,085°06 78 226-42 6,638 | 10,8372 | 28,628 97 
873 | 28,14073 1165 94°08 8,615 | 14,499:90 ) 88,098°27 
365 | 98.9C0'36 70 109°8 7,743 | 18,1303 | 18,588 58 
307 | 25,826°41 2; 1698 6,060} 10,808-42 | 18,3900 
835 |  66,124'46 36; 28365 | 6,044 | 12,757°88 | 30,681-37 
! | 
1,207 | 40,822'31 89 249°97: 20,200 | 99,618:48} | 44,700-15 
t i} 
1 i] ! 
| 
| 1,895 94,33998 | 181 | 2,950-28 | 38,981 | 75,219°59 | 108,247°28 
. 1,918 ' 162,856-21 55 470°54 46,749 | 64,991-22 | 89,020°60 
= Saas ——| 
| 9,224 | 663,163-70 1,096 | 6,038°09 163,450 | 292°676'65 | 424,833-29 




















Uncultivated. 
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Statement of area according to classification of soils, 














































































jj Naux or Taana. Don I and II. a aa Tanr I. fms As and Vakelieses Total. 

1 af 2 | 8 ry | 5 | 6 7 | 8 
| A. D. A. D. A. A. D. A. D. A. D. 
1|Gumla 14,251 68 16,304 36 1,212 73 66,296 81 45,362 71| 133,417 79 
2/Gheghrs ... ae 9,126 16 14,681 90 965 93 61,929 97 65,769 27 | 132,421 28 
8|Palkot  ... 6,834 87 10,491 O4 805 68 $6,572 68 87,929 90 | 142,488 62 
4|Kurdeg ... ‘i 6,784 68 11,768 76 1,007 70 47,227 15 | 131,045 67 | 197,828 76 
§ | Kolebira ... 10,970 45 13,409 06 1,278 45 66,524 24 161,677 02] 263,760 392 
6| Basia .., 14,975 92 19,098 72 1,840 06 80,117 88 78,188 51 | 189,280 69 
7 | Kochedegs ae. 18,829 34 20,726 27 1,866 76 | 104,606 29/ 193,284 71] 899,262 36 
@|Sisi =. 14,184 61 93,765 26 3,267 69 £2,060 49 66,847 89 | 180,115 24 
9 | Chainpar ... iss 32,079 70 16,889 44 2,863 17| 108,166 37! 126,198 44] 260,186 92 
10| Raidih 6,883 06 8,975 60 902 77 41,469 22 68,687 83 126,868 48 
11 | Bishunpur 8,054 64 5,736 81 1,400 61 $0,292 14| 111,019 86 | 161,504 08 
12| Bano a, 6,814 20 1,379 °04 902 79 44,688 65 76,008 00} 136 792 68 
Subdirisonal total ... 124,736 61 169,170 26 18,293 08 764,750 69 | 1,186,857 20] 2,242,807 88 
1} Ranchi... sy 25,620 78 49,498 81 2,879 18| 103,368.10] 105,139 281 286,606 15 
@|Angara :... 4974 11 7,788. 27 677 77 29,973 60 67,726 42} 111,185 17 
8 | Ormanjhi ... 2,848 49 7,959 93 481 48 17,908 62 27,092 62 66,290 94 
4 | Silli sa 6,837 27 12,476 76 2,288 88 16,295 O1 42,212 75 78,909 34 
6 {Burma oe 9,609 67 6,637 68 1,355 03 27,278 94 73,877 60| 112,763 72 
6 |Lohérdégés a 17,221 62 47,769 60 2,524 14 80,406 46 | 166,431 64] 304,448 36 
7|Kuru ww 4211 12 16,609 $3 619 73 19,637 60 22,097 86 62,966 04 
8|Lépang ... 4,908 12 9,587 78 634 08 84,564 19 25,264 98 74,857 10 
9 | Bero on 8,719 64 17,097 36 641 00 88,728 86 $2,110 02 97,293 76 
10| Méndsy ... 10,864 19 28,754 24 904 64 43,795 61 43,602 84/ 127,921 43 
a ees 
Subdivisional total ... 88,602 81} 204,073 74 12,786 60| 412,036 69 | 595,665 16| 1,318,085 i 
s - Sena eat 
1 | Sonahata ,.. ss 11,328 66 17,317 81 2,282 93 22,448 66 89,988 54 93,318 49 
2|Tamar... bg 16,966 61 $2,521 74 4,442 15 63,289 86} 193,357 76 | 308,568 42 
$| Bunda a. . 6,351 67 9,256 72 1,369 67 17,573 26 82,491 29 66,033 50 
4|Khunti .. i 17,080 74 26,529 28 2,608 24¢| 92,507 248) 77,002 714) » 216,618 21 
6 | Karra we ee 8,401 38 18,413 62 1,307 42 60,276 96 44,148 66 | 127,546 88 
6|Torps a Ee 18,377 66 16,258 5y | 2,008 02 82,507 88 63,144 64 | 176,889 68 
Bubdivisional total . 70,493 66 | 116,892 66| 19,996 83 334,693 24 ~aaa989 «| 988,969 38 

' 











* In themila® khaera, the area for tanr is 95,318°06 and the ares uader unculrieated is 77,680 
matie in Janch 


¢ Doos not inolude 1,673'6) acres unkhanaparicd municipal area of Ranchi towa. 


"28 The difference of 342°53 acres io dus t0 alterativas 








p ; | 
OT 994 | 6 F Bzs'sst) $6 81} 06 6b] tz so6'z| Zo Oze'a | ee | Zty‘9| z gtt‘or| ot o ese'st’e: | gor | 1s @oe | 9s cert} Tr ost‘zr | es szotze | erg | trofee |r | ToL axvey 
x pas acs 


rn rm | ee ee | ne — caves ee | 




















ee | ee men | ene me | eee ft 





8 416 G Lz9'sse! os eri zo #6! 29 sez'e! Ze OIL'S or | 0Fs'9{6 Ters | O18 FEeUS'® | COT |; 6T OLT {EL SIS | PA 16h 99 932'6 cos | L29°6 T | Wedted Jo p07, 
; “savp 
oe pPOYARYyY 
gepun py paw 
Vise @ 2 epjoy-e10 
© £09 0 IY she'ss!] sp 9 | ez og 


“GUNISHOD HLOG 


=m E emaeal 





ene 





teen eee ee a 











ee CY [eee emcees | en eee | ey Remneinemens | amen | banainmtisteraenease [ramen 


8 271) 6 6 LL9R*S OF St] 49 #2) £9 SBz'z/ ZB OII'S | OT | teat Tee's [ors sexos’e | sor | et ost | ee 918 | rs te8'y £9 Sela | cog | L/9°6 tye" yejOy, 


ee. ‘mmicanines 

















— 











—. 




















— 
















































































8 98 | eI Tés'ox's) fue gt | op exert] ge Ivs'e | 6 | ose! coset }o 1 eal'ga'e | cot | os 8 9g OF | 94 FIK'S | st 2ee‘e [oz lees jt | qepug 
© 19 |9 SI Sigal | OG EI] 4b 4 | 2t aos | 68 299 | Zt | zee | 91988 | 9 91 869'or “* 158 08 | #9 18 | 80 Z8 99 cez‘t | ao jor [ott suing 
0 0 Ob “Tyg "1s 8 FEIT 1% 8 90168 ‘ \g6 08 92 dt@ '06 cea't |16 eFo's ‘ose | ueee |i nang y 
. “BLYAIVG 
ST | ce | ee TCT a at erento “ES ee | ee ee ee Se ee ee ee eee | ee eee | er lacoeteeieeesdiniiiteteectniamneiaemenienieaed leenmmndammmemmtentiiiommmiiemmmminmn adnate ceemmammel 
& £0910 IT she‘ea't) so @ | £3 92! 9 19 | o£ BUo'T | OT | LOeT| 6 ¥69'9 |'O 8 epo'ee’s | {er eet {et soe | ze sitet | oz coster | ser poser owe POO, 
OF OF | O FI Overt] “ |os & | oe Ziv | I9 geet |e | cost! yu OEes 9 -ST BOz23® |e” | zo et | 88 49 |e z29z'e | 18 Ts9'9 | = eas aepyg 
‘je 8 O91 /O SL 669tT  o9 @ | Gs @e| os Los | se sie | eT | 66t [Hw gus | O 9 gglert | |o 93 |ce os [98 Tiss |ee sues | lee, ane Ia syn 
H 0 0 48g a es = TL OL a a 9 6996 | 9 6 sites | * | OL I9f | 86 199 | UT 68re | 20 Lha‘D - we pees Handy 
GSview Ja -¥ ey ‘acy facty lacy ‘a'y ‘sy er vo -8y as¥y aq-‘y jiasty ay 
"euDYyUIny” GNY spy IoFIuUnYyYY VAVARAPY ‘Sai 1IOH-APONAy, 
6 | | a 91 ST a | ex| rat | T | ot 6 8 | é | 9 | @ | ’ | g z | T 
ry | w 
| ‘IABY, mq “2Uey, u0d ey 43 | “quBy, | "m0 “UBy, ‘0g | = 
qndagqg | “iSysedzez = |-qsed| m8nqg | 3Bqsediez — | -oyeg == Re a 
yudnyg ' adusediez “18Z qnsugg ‘wysedavZ 
—_——— ioe esis “NOISIAICEAG 
"S—ADVD ‘ do an NT 
‘LRDONY ‘1HDYOIIOR Vay TYLOT, opti ‘INDOKY ‘CUDYDIUON VEAY TVLOJ, x0 aeaKau StL0] 
Ge cige tit a ene Bone Ve BA ee 
‘(so6t) LOY DHL JO ONISS¥d UMLAV (8061) LOY AHG dO ONISS¥d AUOATA 


TT ES ST oS A A ADEA ES SEEPS EE EES SI SPT A AE SECEDE EL IEE TS I EE EF EST SE SA SER II ELE ETT SLE IE ES 


*sebobjsofg fo zususqig 


XXX 


APPENDIX IX. 


NotIFicatrons, 
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Number of notification 
with date, Act. 
1 | 2 
4164L. R., the 1th Nov-| Chota Nagpur 


ember 1908. Tenancy Act. 


4165L. R., the llth Nov- Ditto 
ember 1918. 

4106L. R., the Lith Nov- Ditto es 
ember 1908. 

41671. R., the 11th Nov- Ditto 
ember 1908, 

569T. R., the 13th May Ditto ae 
1909, 

1776T. R., the 6th Sept. Ditto 
ember 1909, 

1451T. R., the 10th Ditto vas 
September 1910, 


917T. R., the 5th June 
1903, 2208L.R., the 
18th July 1903, and 


Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 


33613.R., the 20th 
November 1903. 
2347T. R., the 24th Ditto 
September 1903, and 
3361L.R., the 20th 
November 1903, 
8362L R., the 20th Ditto ies 
Novembor 1903, 
2981L.R., the 3let Ditto 
October 1904, 
4148L. R., the 16th Ditto abe 
November 1904, 
2788L. R., the 7th Ditto 


August 1907. 


29581.R., the 28th Ooto- | Commutation Act 


ber 1904. (repealed. ) 

4149L.R., the 16th Nov- Ditto een 
ember 1904. 

2784L. R., the 7th} Bengal Tenancy 
August 1907. Act. 

1414L.R., the 3rd March | Bengal Survey 
1902. Act. 

o71L.R., the 28rd Ditto eas 
January 1903, 

3s60L R., the 20th Nov- Ditto 
ember 1908. 

21531. R., the 21st Sept. Ditto, 
embor 1904. 

4147L.R., the 16th Ditto 
November 1904. 

2782L.R., the 7th August Ditto oe 


19v7, 
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Purport of notification. 








Under section 8) for thanas Chainpur, Ghaghra (including 
outpost Bishunpur), Sisai, Lohardaga (including outposts 
Kuru and Bero), Lapung, Mandar, Silli and Ranobi (inolud- 
ing outposts Angara and Ormanjhi) and six villages, Ronhe, 
Jiputoli, Sarambel, Murpa, Ava and Kedli in thaua Karra. 

Under section 106 for thanas mentioned in No. 4164. 


Under sootion 119 for thanas Lohardaga (including Kuru and 
Bero), Sisai, Lapung, Mandar, Silli and Ranchi (including 
Angara and Ormanjhi), and 6 villages, Ronhe, Jiputoli, 
Sarambel, Mutpa, Ata and Kedli in thana Karra. 

Unior section 127 for thanas mentioned in No. 4166. 


Under section 119 for thanas Tamar (including Bundu), 
Khunti (including Torpa), Sonahatu, Karra (excluding villages 
Rouhe, Jiputoli, Sarambel, Mutpa, Ata and Kedli), Basia, 
Kolobira (including Bano), Kochdega, Kurdeg, Palkot, Gumla 
(including Raidih), Chainpur ,inolading Dikanpay) and 
Ghaghra. 

Under section 84 for thanas Sonahatu, Tamar (including ouit- 
post Bundu), Khuati (including outpost Torpa), Karra (except 
villages Kodli, Ata, Mutpa, Jiputoli, Sarambel and Ronhe), 
Basia, Kolebira (including outpost ano), Kurdeg, 
Kochdoga, Valkot, Gumla (iucluding outpost Raidihy, 
Chainpur, Ghaghra (including outpost Bishunpur). 

Undor section $4 for thanas Sisai, Lapung, Lobardaga (includ. 
ing Bero and Kuru, with the exception of Lapur and Hanhat), 
and for Ronhe, Jiputoli, Sarambol, Mutpa, Ata, Kedli in 
thana Kerra and Murkuni, Sakra, Loio and Talkundo in 
thane Mandar and Harbi, and Palondu in thana Ranchi. 

Under section 101 for thanas Tamar and Khunti. 


Ditte ditto Billi, Karra and Bano. 

Ditto ditto Kolebira and Basia, 

Ditto ditto Kochdega, Kurdeg, Palkot and 
Gumila, 


Under section 101 for thanas Chainpur, Ghaghra, Sisai, 
Lohardaga, Mandar and Ranchi. 
Under sevtion 101 for thana Lapung. 


Under section 5 for thanas Koohdega, Kurdeg, Palkot, Gumla, 
Tamar, Khunti, Silli, Karra, Basia and Kolebira. 

Under section 5 for thanas Chainpur, Ghaghra, Sieai, 
Lohardaga, Mandar and Ranobi. 

Under section 5 for thana Lapung. 


Ditto 3 for thanas Tamar, Khunti and Bano. 

Ditto ditto  Karra and Silli, 

Ditto ditto  Kolebira and Basia, 

Ditto ditto  Kochdega, Kurdeg, Palkot and 
Gumla, 


Under section 3 for thanas Chainpur, Ghaghra, Sisai, Lohar- 
daga, Mandar and Ranchi. 
Under section 8 for thana Lapung. 
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APPENDIX X, 


ENACTMENTS IN FORCE 1N THE DISTRIOTS OF THE CHOTA NAGPUR 
' DIVISION. 


No. 1401, dated Simla, the 21st October 1881, 


From-—-A. Mackenziz, Esq., Olfg. Secretary to the Govt. of India, Home Dept., 
To—The Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Judicial, Political, and Appointment Depts, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 3600J., dated the 5th 

6 BOD eee onde ultimo, submitting for formal sanction, and for publication 

Fee OP ee anes. ; in the Gazette of India, amondcd notifications* declaring 
the enactments in force in, and to be extended to, tho districts in the Chota Nagpur Division. 

2. Inreply, Iam to say that with the following modifications the notifications are 
approved and will be published in the Gasette of Inia of the 22nd instant. 

3. Act XIL of 1879 (amending the Civil Vrocedure Code, the Registration Act 
1877, and the Limitation Act, 1877) which is inserted in the schedules to notifications C, D, 
1K, and F has been omitted, because, as pointed out in paragraph 2 of the letter from this 
oflive, No, 727, dated tho 28th May last, that Act, in so far asit amends the Civil Procedure 
Cude, was extended to all the districts of the Chota Nagpur Uivision by Home, Revenue, 
und Agriculture Department notification No. 1259, dated the Ist December 1880, while, in 
go fuc as it amends tho Rogistration and Limitation Acts, it is enterod in the schedule to 
notification B. The attention of the local olficers will doubtless be drawn by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to any separate notifications nowin force extending Acts not included in 
these schedules. ane 

4, With regard to notification A, [am to observe that in view of the provisions of 
scotion 1, paragraph 2, and section 3 of the Scleduled Jistricts Act, tho correct procedure 
appears to be first to declare the Act itself im force iu a scheduled district, and then to declare 
uny other enactment or enactments in foree in such district, by a separate notification, Ao- 
cordingly, the reference to Act XTV of 1859 in notification A has been omitted, and section 
15 of that Act has been declared in force in the, Kolhan by a separate notification. Fur- 
ther, the second clause to this notification seems scarcely necessary, and has also been omitted. 
Such a clause is only insorted in a notification declaring 2 large number of enactments in 
foroo in a district, in order to remove any doubt which may possibly arise as to whether the 
list of enactments is intended to be an exhaustive list of ali enactments in force in the 
place to which such notification relates. fo0 

5. As Bengal Acts IX of 1879 (Court of Wards) and VII of 1878 (Excise Revenue), 
which are entered in the schedule to notification B, have been amended by Bengal Acts III 
of 1881 (Court of Wards) and IV of 1881 (tho Bengal Excise Act Amendment Act, 1881), 
these two latter Acts have also been entered in the schedule. 

6. Lastly, I am to say that it is not undorstood why Acts V of 1881 (Probate and 
Administration) and VI of 1881 (District Delegates Act), which were inserted in the 
schedule to the original notification submitted with your letter No. 11513 - dafed the 
14th March last, havo been omitted from the schedule to notification B. ‘he omission 
is probably accidental, and the Acts have accordingly been included in the schedule to 
the notification as issued. ; : ; 

7. A copy of tho notifications, amended in accordance with the above remarks, is 
enclosed. 


No. 1898, dated Simla, the 2ist October 1881. 
NOTIFICATION—By the Government of India, Home Department. 
In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Scheduled 
Districts Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is ploased, with the previous 


sanction of the Governor-General in Council, to declare that the said Act isin force in the 
Kolhan, in the district of Singhbhoom, in the Chota Nagpur Division. 


No. 13894, 


Iw exercise of the powors conferred by section 3 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Scheduled 
Distriots Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Qovernor-General in Council, to declare that the enactments mentionedin the 


@ 


XXXIV 


schedule hereto annexed are in forcein the dietricts of Hazaribagh, Lohardugga, and 
Manbhoom, and in pergunnah Dhulbhoom and the Kolhan, in the district of Singbhoom, to 
the extent to which they are at present in force in any part of Bengal not included in any 
scheduled district. 

2. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect the operation of any enact- 
ment in force in thesaid portions of the Chota Nagpur Division, and uot iucludod in the 
said schedule, 




















SCHEDULE. 
Bengal Regulations and Acts of the Supreme Council. 
Year and uumber of Enactment | Sabjoct. 
1793, Regulation XXXVITII Se | prohibition of loans by covenanted servants. 
1800 3 x . | To prevent division of landed estatos, 
1806 % xI ... | Passage of troops. 
1810 5 XX ... | Cump-followers, bazar, cantontwents, 
1822 os XI (section 38) ... | Non-liability of Government for errors of 
courts, 
1823 # VII «| Prohibitions of loans to Covenanted Civil 
a Servants. 
1825 ¢ 4, VI ... | Passago of troops. 
i is XX ...|Courtemartial and Military Courts of 
Kequests. 
1829 8 XVIT wo | Sati. 
18384, Act IL ... | Secretaries to Government, 
1836 a Xx ...| Indigo contracts, Lower Provinces and North- 
Western Provinces, 
3 3 XXi ... | Creating zillahs. 
we 5 XXVI .». | Governor-General’s camp po lice. 
1838 is XXV ... | Wills made between Ist Fobruary 1839 and 
- se} Ast January 1866, 
1839 * XXIX ... | Dower. 
Ss - XXX +s | LDheritance. 
1840 is VI ... | Billgsof-exchange. 
1841 ‘5 XXIV ... | flusory appointments: Infants’ property. 
‘ Pe XXVIL .»» | Unclaimed dividonds in insolvents’ cstates. 
1842 i IX ... | Extending 4 and5 Vic., cap. 21 (lease and 
«.. | ~ release), 
1843 ” Vv -- | Slavery. 
1847 Pe IX ... | Assessment of new lands, Lower Provinces. 
49 48 XX ... |Copyright. 
1848 - XX ... |Enforcemont of attondanco of landholders. 
1850 - XII ..» | Public accountants. 
45 3 XVIII .». | Protection of Judicial officers. 
is ‘3 XIX ... | Binding of apprentices. 
3 ” XXI ... | Non-forfeiture of rights by loss of caste. 
” 9 XXV ... | Forfeiture of deposits on land sales. 
ie 49 XXXIV ... | State prisoners. 
5 3 XXXVI ee | Enquiries into the behaviour of publio servants. 
‘ oP XLIV .» | Board of Revenue. 
1851 5 VIII .. | Tolls on roads and bridges. 
1852 7 VIT .. | Sheriff’s foes. 
‘i is XXX ... | Naturalization of aliens, 
. s XXXIII ... | Enforcement of judgments. 
1853 ” IT ... | Public charges on landholders. 
5 3 vi .. | Summary suits for arrears of rents, ke. 
1854 9 XXXI ... | Real actions : Conveyance of land. 
1856 ” xI ... | Mesne profits : Improvements. 
is ” XII ... | Suits for wrongs : xeoutors and Adminis- 
trators. 
43 “3 XIIL ...| Compensation for loss occasioned by death. 
3 55 XXIII ... | Administration of mortgaged ostates. 
3 XXIV ... | Ponal servitude, 
1856 i IX .-- | Bills-of-lading. 
js 39 XI .-- | Desertion by Kuropean soldiors. 
+ XV ... | Marriage of Hindu widows, 
1857 XI ... | State offences. 
- ‘3 XIII .. | Opium. 


” ” XXV ... | Porfeitures, 


XXXV 
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Year and number of Fnactment. | Subject. 
1858, = Act lil ... | State prisoners. 
:. sy XXXT .». | Alluvial land. 
ie 55 XXXV sas Lunacy : Mofussil courts. 
“5 % XXXVI ... | Lunatic asylums. 
” 3 XL eo» | Minors. 
1859 ‘3 LIT ... | Cantonment Joint-Magistrates, 
rs ss XIII ... | Fraudulent breaches of contract by workmen. 
- ss XV ... |) Patents, 
1860 o Ix .». | Disputes between workmen and employers. 
: ff XXI ... | Registration of societies. 
5 3 XXXIV ... | Indemnity for acts during mutiny. 
is ~ XLV ..- | Ponal Code. 
1861 5 Vv ees | Polico. 
” ” XVI - | Stage carriages. 
1862 A {iT ... | Government seal, 
1868 ie XVI ... | Excise on spirits used exclusively in manu- 
fatures, 
7 ” XX ... | Religious endowments, 
6 i XXIII ... | Claims {o wasto lands. 
5 4 XXXI vee | Official Gazette, 
1x64 a Til ... | Foreigners. 
” ” VI ... | Whipping. 
i . XV ... | Tolls on public roads and bridges. 
1865 , Tit ... | Common carriers. 
36 3 xX ... {Intestate and testamentary succession. 
. iq XI ... | Small Cause Courts, Mofussil. 
a i XV s+. | Paraimarriages and divorces, 
* s XXI +. | Intestate succession, Parsis. 
1866 is V «+ | Bills-of-exchange, Vommercial law. 
+ ss x «+ | Trading companies. 
i XIV “aa | Post office. 
5 3 XXI «1. | Dissolution of marriages of native converts. 
- 3 XXVII ...|Conveyance of property vested in mort- 
| gagces and trustees. 
- i XXVIII ... | Powers of mortgagees and trustees. 
1867 5 VII --- | Purchasing arms, &c., from soldiers. 
% 3 XVI ... | Acting Judges. 
+3 53 XXII | Sarais and Puraos. 
i. 9 XXV ... | Printing presses, 
1868 5 I ... | Goneral clauses. 
‘ Ps AIV oe. | Contagious diseases. 
3 4 XXVI eee | Municipal lock-hospitals, 
1869 3 IJ .. | Justice of the Peace. 
3 - IV «| Divorce. 
. % Vv eee | Native Articles of War. 
4 & XV ..- | Juvidence of prisoners, 
- 3 xX ... | Volunteers, 
1870 . VIII .»» | Murder of female infants, 
- i x -+ | Acquisition of land for publio purposes. 
i 5 XXI | Wills of Hindus, &o. 
i: Fe XXIT Sek | Evropean British subjects. 
= XXIII ... | Coinage and the Mint. 
7 5 XXVIT soe | Amending Penal Code. 
1871 3 [ .« | Cattle trespass, 
a ‘5 IIT +> | Paper currency. 
An _ Vv ... | Prisoners. 
_ s VIL --- | Emigration, 
‘3 s X1ix ... | Sessions Judges, Bengal and North-Western 
Provinces. 
5 a XXIII «« | Pensions. 
‘9 “ XXVI e+ | Advances for agricu!tural improvements, 
is i XXVII .-. | Criminal tribes and eunuchs, 
1872 3 I -»» | Kvidence, 
- is Til «+» | Marriage. 
‘: * iX ... | Contract law. 
i . xX ... / Criminal Procedure. 
if % XII ... | Patents and designs protection. 
4 Pi XV eve | Marriage of Christians. 








1872, 
1873 


1867 
1868 
1869 
1871 


X¥XXvV1 


Year and number of Enactment. 


Aot 


bed 
o 
' 


VII 
XI 








Subject, 


—_—————— - - 


... | Amending Evidence Act. 


Definition of Coin Penal Code. 
Savings Bank, 

Judicial oaths. 

Lunatic eoldier’s property. 


, | Administrator-General. 


Married woman’s property. 

Foreign recruiting. 

European vagrancy. 

Amending Code of Criminal Procedure. 
Unattested sepoys. 

Inland customs, 

Majority. 


... | Probates and letters-of-ad ministration. 


Law reports. 

Telegraphs. 

Reformatory schools. 

Extouding and amending Act XXVII of 1871. 


.. | Native coinage. 


Presidency Banks. 


.. | Amonding Stago Carriages Act. 


Dramatic performances, 


oo Amending Land Improvemont Act. 


Registration. 


. | Military lunatics. 


Limitation. 

Salt. 

Ministerial officers. 
Treuaure trove, 
Forests. 


. | Native press. 
». | Arms. 


Amending Act IX of 1878, 

Destruction of records, 

Railway. 

Amending Presidency Banks Act, 

Local authorities’ loan. 

Amending Civil Procedure Code, Registration 
Act, 1877, and Limitation Act, 1877,° 


. | Legal practitionors, 


nee 


Coe 


Glanders and faroy, 
Extradition. 
Religious societies. 


... | Cantonments. 
+. | Correcting a clerical error in the Indian 


Limitation Act, 1877. 
Indian securities, 
Probate aud administration. 


-»- | District Delegates Act. 
«. | Amending Administrator-General’s Act, 


Acts of the Bengal Councit. 


Zemindari daks. 
Regulation of jails. 
Limit of zillahs. 
Canal tolls. 

Salt Act. 


...| Amonding Act IT of 1864 (Jails). 


Witnesses before Legislative Council. 


aa Gambling. 


General Clauses Act. . 
Appeals under Regulation VII of 1822. 
Assessment of new lands, 

Sessions, 

Police. 

Census. 


* So far only ae this Actamends the Indian Registration Act, 1877, and the Indian Limitation Aot, 1877, 
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Year and number of Enactment, | Subject, 
1873, Act I tee eee Salt Act, 1864. 
es re IV ... | Registration of births and deaths, 
Pa Js VI ae. | Hmbankments. 
_ 5 VII ... |The Labour District Emigration Act. 
1875 ae V «.. | Survey and demarcation of land. 
1876 ; I ».. | Registration of Mahomedan marrioges and 
: divorces. 
” ” Itt eee Irrigation. 
‘i os Vv .s» | Mofussil Municipalities, 
- VI .-. | Agricultural disturbances. 
an ss VII ... | Registration of revenue-paying estates. 
“i fs VIIL ... | Partition. 
1878 Fe Vv ... | Amending Bengal Act VII of 1876. 
7 3 VI oe. | Latrines in first class Municipalities. 
% » VII ... | Excise revenue. 
1879 ‘3 VIII ... | Powers of Settlement Officers. 
oy ” IX oe | Court of Wards, 
1880 +5 II «ee | Licenses, 
1881 3 lit ... | Court of Wards. 
“ i? IV .. | Bengal Excise Act Amendment Act, 1881. 
No. 1895, 


In exerciso of the powers aonferred hy section 3 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Scheduled 
Districts Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-Goneral in Counoil; to declara that the enactments mentioned in the 
achedule hereto annexed are ia force in the district of Huzaribagh, in the Ohota Nagpur 
Division, to the extent to which they are now in force in any part of Bengal not inolndad in 
any scheduled district. 

2. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect the operation of any enactment 
in force in the said district, and not included in the said schedule, 


SCHEDULE. 





Bengal Regulations and Acts of the Supreme Counerl. 





Year and number of Enactmont, Subject, 








1793, Regulation I 1. | Perpetual settloment. 
% ij II .-» | Collection of land revenue. 
” ” Vill ... | Rules for decennial settlement, 
4 8 XI vee ane laws of inheritance to revenuo-paying 
and. 
3 xIx ... | Litle of land exempt from revenue, 
1794 3 IJI -« | Arrears of revenue, 
1798 - I ... | Conditional sales of land. 
1799 4s Vv .-. | Wills and intestacies of Natives. 
1800 Pe Vii es. | Pergunnah register of lands. 
1804 " x zw | Punishment by Court Martial of certain 
State offences. 
1806 3 XVII (eocs. 7 and 8) | Mortgages and conditional sales. 
1810 <i XIX .«» | Maintenance of bridges. 
1812 7 Vv .- | Collection of land revenue. 
1817 <j xx ... | Various rules for the guidance of police. 
1818 * IIr ... | State prisoners. 
1819 7 II es. | Resumption of revenue-free lands. 
& - VI .. | Ferries. 
1821 fe IV -o. | Powers of Collectors and Magistrates. 
1822 3 VII ... | Settlements. 
1825 . IX .». | Dofaulting malgusars. 
is XIII ... {Settlement of resumed lakhiraj land. 
= . XIV ve. | Authority to confirm lakhiraj tenures. 
1827 * II .«. | Extortion by Native officers. 


ie Vv ve | Management of estates under attachment, 





see 


XEXVI1 
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Year and number of Enactment. Subject. 
a a a ee 
1828, Regulation IV «+ | Collectors. 

1833 Fe IX .«. | Deputy Collectors, 
1837, = Act IV ... | Power to acquire land. 
1839 o XXXIL ..- | Interest. 
1841 zs XI -. | Military Courts of Requests. 

ms a XII 1» | Sales of land fcr revenue arrears, 

ie Pe XIX ... | Curators in cases of suacession, 
1842 55 XII «- | Military bazars, 
1853 3 XIX ... | Rocusant witness. 
1855 53 XXVIII ... | Interest. 
1856 es XIT ... | Civil Court Amine, 
1859 i IX ... | Forfeiture (sections 16, 17, 18, and 20). 
1860 is XXVII ».. | Collection of debts on succession. 
1861 a 1X ... | Minors, ~ 
1870 +5 VII ... | Court-fees. 

3 - XX ... | Amending Qourt-fees Act. 
1871 % VI ... | Civil Courts, Bengal. 
1879 i T ... | Stamps. 
1881 5s VII ... | Amending Bengal Cess Act. 

Acts of the Bengal Council. 
1865, Act VIII ...| Amending the law for the sale of under 
tenures, 

1866 i I +. | Amending Regulation VI of 1819 (Ferries). 
1880 i, IX ga} Oess A ot. 
1881 3 II «.. | Amending Cess Act, 1880. 


No. 1396. 


Iv exorciso of the powers conferred by suction 8 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Schedule 
Districts Act), His Ilonour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, to declare that the enactments mentioned ia the 
schedule hereto annexed are in force in the district of Loharduggs, in the Chota Nagpur 
Division, to the extont to which they are now in force in any part of Bengal not included 
in any scheduled district. 

2. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affoct the operation of any enactment 
in force in the said district, aud not included in the said schedule, 








SCHEDULE. 


Bengal Regulations and Acte of the Supreme Council, 


Seana ee nienee—} 











Year and number of Enactment. Subject. 

1798, Regulation II ... | Collection of land revenue. 

- i XI be se laws of inheritanco to revenue-paying 

and. 

‘3 = XIX --. | Title of land exempt from revenue. 
1794 . IiI vee | Arrears of revenue, 
1798 a5 I ««- | Conditional sales of lands. 
1799 = Vv .» | Wills and intestacies of Natives, 
1800 - VIII -» | Pergunnah register of lands, 
1804 5 x . | Punishment by Court Martial of certain State 
1806 XVII (secs. 7 and 8) ic 

* 2 secs. 7 and 8 ortgages and conditional sales. 

1810 3 XIX .+. | Maintenance of bridges, 
1817 5 XX .. | Various rules for the guidance of police, 
1818 % III .-. | State prisoners. 
1819 5 II . esumption of revenue-free land. 
Re 7 ~ as Peres. 

: s -+» | Lowers of Collectors and Magistrates, 
1822 ‘ VII .-- | Settlements, 
1827 ‘5 _ ... | Extortion by Native officers, 

” ” ... | Managemont of estates under attachment. 
1828 es IV es. | Collectors. 





XXX1x 


Yoar and number of Enactment. | Subject, 




















1821, Regulation IV .«- | Powers of Collectors and Magistrates. 
1822 55 vif .-. | Settlements, 
182i, a IX .». | Defaulting malguzars. 

fa Me XI coe | Settlement of resumed lakhiraj land. 

2 i XIV | Authority to confirm lakhiraj tenures. 
1827 3 IIT ... | Extortion by Native officers. 

S . Vv -.. | Managemont of estates under attachment. 
J8z8 $s IV .-. | Collectors. 
1838 - IX m+ Deputy Collectors. 
1837, Act. IV ..- | Power to acquire land, 
183 ‘. XXXII ee | lnterest. 
1841 5 xI -.. | Military Courts of Requests. 

: $5 XII -ee | Sales of land for revenue arrears. 

. 45 * XIX ... | Curators in cases of succession. 
1860 - XXXIII ... | Salo of Patni tenes, Bengal. 
1848 4% XIX ... | Recusant witness. 
1855 7 XXVIII .-. | Interost, 
185 XII ... | Civil Court Amins. 
1859 - IX ... | Forfeituro (sections 16, 17, 18, and 20). 

_ * xX «| Rent Act, 
1860 - XXVIL .. | Collection of debts on succossion. 
1861 . Ix .». | Minors, 
1870 ae VII vee | Court-fees, 

i i XX «-. , Amevding Court-fees Act. 
1871 5 vi ... | Civil Courts, Bengal. 
1879 ” I .2-|'Stamps. 
1881 Ff VII «| Amending Bengal Cess Act, 

Acts of the Bengal Council. 

1862, Act VI --, | Amending Act X of 1859, 

5 a VII .-. | Giving Civil Courts jurisdiction in cases une 

der section 80, Regulation II of 1819, 
1865 _ VIII +» } Amending the law for the sale of undere 
tenures, 
1866 % I .e- | Ferries. 
1867 ne IV .»» | Lo explain and amend Act VI of 1862. 
1870 aS VI sve | Village chowkidars, 
1871 ‘5 I .-. | Amending tho Village Chowkidari Act. 
1880 + IX «| Cess Act. 
1881 3 Ii ... | Amending Cess Act, 1880, 
No. 1898. 


In exercise of the powers conferrod by section 3 of Act XIV of 1874 :the Schoduled Dis~ 
tricts Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Goyernor-General in Coungil, to deolare that the enactments mentioned in the 
sehedule hereto annexed are in force in pergunnah Dulbhoom, in the district of Singhboom, 
in the Chota Nagpur Division, to the extent to which they are now in force in any part of 
Hengal not included in any svheduled district. 

2. Nothing herein contained shall bo deemed to affect the operation of any onactment 
in force in the said pergunnah, and not included in the said schedule. 


SCHEDULE. 
Bengal Regulations and Acts of the Supreme Council. 


Yoar and number of Egactment. | Subject. 


1793, Regulation I tis | Py etual settlement. 








. rs II .- | Collection of land revenue. 

45 s Vir ... | Rules for decennial settlement. 

re 3 XI ... | Native laws of inheritance to revenue-paying 
land. 


fs a XIX + | Title of land exempt from revonue. 
1794 ns Il ..- | Arrears of rovenue. 
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Year and number of Enactment, | Subject. 














1838, Regulation IX... ... | Deputy Collectors. 
1837, Act lV... ... | Power to acquire land.: 
1839 < XXXII. ee. | Interest, 
1841 + p.¢ ere .. | Military Courts of Requests. 

» % WL? sas .». | Sales of land for revenue arrears. 

, 5 XIX. ... | Curators in cases of succession. 
1842 es XII... ... | Military bazars. 
1853 ‘ XIX a. ... | Recusant witness. 
1855 i, XXVIII... ... | Interest. 
1856, XII... ... | Civil Court Amins. 
1859, TX” ass ... | Forfeiture (sections 16, 17, 18, and 20). 
1860 . XXVIIT_ a... ... | Collection of debts on succession. 
1861 5a |, ae ...| Minor, 
1870 y VII. ... | Court-fees. 

09 ” . Gar ... | Amending Court-feos Act. 
1871 ” VIO. 2s ... | Civil Courts, Bengal. 
1879 - i tas ... | Stamps, 
1881, VII. ..- | Amending Bengal Cess Act. 

Acta of the Bengal Corneil. 
1862, Act VEE a ...{ Giving Civil Courts jurisdiction in case 
tnder section 30), Regulation If of 1819. 
1865 A VIII... ...| Amending the law for the sale of under 
tenures. 
1866 % | ory soe | Worries. 
1880 Pe IX... “ye ft CossAct. 
1881 6 Th oa. ...| Amending Cess Act, 1880. 
No, 13897. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 8 of Act XIV of 1874 (tho Scheduled 
Districts Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, to declare that the enactments mentioned in the 
schedule hereto annexed are in force in the district of Manbhum, in the Chota Nagpur Divi- 
sion, to tho extent to which they are now in force ia any part of Bengal not included in any 
scheduled district. 

2. Nothing herein containod shall be deemed to affect the operation of any enactment 
in force in tho said district, and not inoluded in the said schedule. 


SCHEDULE. 


Bengal Regulations and Acts of the Supreme Council, 





le ae 








Year and number of Enactment, Subject, 
1793, Regulation La niet ... | Perpetual settlement. 
” ” TT - 386 Collection of lend rovenue. 
ss ‘s VIIL i... ... | Rules for decennial settlement. 
» ” XI... iss Nae laws of inheritance to revenue-paying 
and. : 
” ” XIX... ... {| Litle of land exempt from revenue. 
1794 ee III... ... | Arrears of revenue, 
1798 3 To iiss ..- | Conditional sales of lands. 
1799S, ais we. | Wills and intestacies of Natives. 
1800 oe oo Vit... Pergunnah register of lands. 
1804, X awe ... | Punishment by Court Martial of certain 
State offences. 
1816 * XVII (secs. 7 and 8)... | Mortgages and conditional sales. 
1810 iy XIX... ». | Maintenance of bridges. 
1812 Pe Vows. .- | Collection of land revenue. 
1817 “ pS. arr ... | Various rules for the guidance of police. 
1R18 G IlI ... | State prisovers. 
1819 Pr IT + x. .-» | Resumptiou of revenue-free lands, 
i 3 VI. .- | Herries. 


” cy) VIII vec aleve Patni taluks. 








xli 











Year and number of Hnactment, | Subject. 
1798, Regulation I *** |Conditional sales of lands. 
1799 - Vv ... | Wills and intestacies of Natives. 
1800 as VIII ... | Pergunnah register of lands, 
1804 55 x ... |Punishment by Court Martial of certain 
Stato offences. 
1806 Pr XVII (secs. 7 and 8) | Mortgages and conditional sales. 
1810 is XIX ... | Maintenance of bridges. 
1812 33 Vv ve. | Collection of land revenue. 
1817 - xx ... | Various rules for the guidance of police. 
1818 - II ... | State prisoners. 
1819 7 II ... | Resumption of revenue-free lands. 
cr ” VI ees Ferries. 
” ” VIII See Patni taluks, 
182] oy IV ... |Powers of Collectors and Magistrates. 
1822 5 VII ... | bottlements. 
1825 3 Ix ... | Defaulting malguzars. 
7 is XIII ... |Settlement of resumed lakhiraj land. 
is XIV ... | Authority to confirm lakhiraj tenures, 
1827 a Ill .. | Extortion by Native officers, 
3 # V ... | Managemont of estates under attachment. 
1828 ge IV ... | Collectors. 
1833 es IX «es | Depnty Collectors. 
1487, Act IV ... | Power to acquiro land. 
1889 Ps XXXII _.. | Interest. 
1841 % XI _., | Military Courts of Requests. 
sf ” XII ... | Sales of land for revenue arrears. 
‘ ” XIX _,, | Curators in cases of succession. 
1853 5 XIX ... | Resusant witness. 
1855 5 XXVIII ... | Interost, 
1856 % XIl .., | Civil Court Amins. 
1859 Pa IX _., | Perfeiture (seations 16, 17, 18, and 20). 
1860 +5 XXVII | Collection of debts on succession. 
- 1861 %5 IX ),..| Minors. 
1s70 3 VIL ... | Gourt-fees. 
» ” XX Amending Court-fees Act. 
1871 ” VI _,. |Givil Courts, Bengal. 
1879 , I +++ | Stamps. 
1881 ” VII _..| Amending Rongal Cess Act. 
Acts of the Bengal Council. 
1862, Act VIL ... | Giving Civil Courts jurisdiction in cases 
under section 30, Regulation Il of 1819. 
1865 3 VIII ...;Amonding the law for the sale of under- 
tenures. 
1866 7 IT .». | Ferries. 
1870 vi _. | Villags chowkidars, 
1871 ” I ... | Amonding Village Chowkidari Act. 
1880 ‘ IX ve. | Oess Act. 
No, 1399. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Scheduled 
Districts Act), His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanotion of the Governor-Gonoral in Council, > declare that section 15 of Act XIV of 185 
(Limitation of Suits) is in forco in the Kolhan, in the district of Singbhoom, in the Chota 
Nagpur Division. 


No. 1400. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 5 of Act XIV of 1874 (the Scheduled 
Districts Act), His onour the Lieutonant-Governor of Bengal is pleased, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, to extend Act XI of 1859 (to improve tha law 
relating to sales of land for arrears of revenue in tho ower Provinces undor the Bengal 
Presidency) aud Bengal Acts, ILI of 1862 (an Act to amend Act XI of 1859) and VII of 1865 
(to make further provision for the recovery of urrears of land revenue and public domands 
recoverable as arrears of land revenue) to the following portions of the Ohots Nagpur 
Division, namely, the districts of Hazaribagh, Lohardugga, and Manbhoom, and pergunnah 
Dhulbhcom, and the Kolhan, in the distriot of Singbhoom. 
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APPENDIX XI. 


List of the various kinds of dhan grown in the Ranchi district in :— 


Don II. 


Badsé-bhog. 
Bansh-mati. 
Bhaté-phul. 
Dadkhéni. 
Donrkésal. 
Jhélar-gendé. 
Jhingé-sal. 
Kalam-dani, 
Kherdant. 
Kishun-bhog. 
Lachmi-bilés. 


Mahédeo-bhog. 


Makar-kalam. 
Prasdd-bhog. 
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‘GOVERNMENT OF BIHAR AND ORISSA. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 


A. Branco. 
1701 R(A) 
No. = Is-74 7 
From 
J. F. GRUNING, Esq., I.C.8., 
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BIHAR AND ORISSA, 
REVENUE DEPARTMENT, 
To 
THE SECRETARY TO 'HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 
Ranchi, the 5th July 1912. 
Sir, 


I am directed to forward forthe information of the Government, 
of India the Final Report on the Survey and, Settlement operations in the 
district of Ranchi. The Report has been drawn up by Mr, John Reid, 1c.s., 
Director of Land Records, and has consequently been submitted by him t» 
the Board of Revenue without 2 covering letter. It was at first intended t» 
confine the work to the Munda country but in 1904 the Government of India 
sanctioned its extension to the whole district. In order that the proceedings 
might be based on a logal foundation Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
was extended to the district but after the enactment of the Chota Nagpur 
Yenaney Act in 1908, the record-of-rights was prepared under Chapter XII 
of that Act. The operations in the Munda,country were carried out by Mr. 
Lister, 1.¢.s., and in the remainder of the district by Mr. Reid who hal 
previously worked as Mr. Listcr’s assistant. 

2. Chapter III of the report contains an account of the history of the 
Ranchi district and shows how largely agrarian questions have been respon- 
sible for tho unrest and the risings among the aboriginal tribes, which have 
cecurred from time to time during the last hundred years. The encroach- 
ments of the zamindars on the rights of the aborigines, the ignorance of 
local customs and of land tenures prevalent in the courts, which in the absence 
of any records had little or no chance of learning anything about them, and 
the presenee of Christian Missionaries who aided their converts to resist the 
oppressions of their landlords and to maintain their rights, all played their 
parts in the agrarian discontent, Various palliative moasures were taken but 
these proved a failure and in the end it became evident that the only remedy 
wis the preparation by experienced and sympathetic officers, on the basis of a 
survey and of local enquiries of a record of existing rights, dutics and customs. 
he wisdom of this decision is proved by the enormous decrease in litigaticn 
concerning rents and Jands, and Iam to invite attention tothe opinions of 
the representative non-official gentlemen on this point quoted in paragraph 
324 of the Report. 

3. Section 46 of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act prohibits the transfer 
by a raiyat of his holding or any portion thereof except by terminable 
mortgage. The Settlement Officer considers that it is too early yet to come to 
to a decision on the cffect of these restrictions but he is inclined to think that 
the money-lenders are systematically evading the law. This point will not. be 
lost sight of by the Local Government and should it appear that the objects 
of the Act of 1908 have not been fulfilled, it may be necessary to restrict still 
further the right of transfer of holdings. 


2 


4. Irrigation is rarely practised in the district eeueh the large numbcrs 
of rivers and streams afford great opportunities for it. Enquiries will be made 
with a view to seeing what action can be taken to encourage the construction of 
bunds in suitable places. 


5. The important question of the preservation of forcsts and jungles is 
discussed in Chapter tx and the recommendations made by the Settlement 
Officer in paragraphs 304-308 will be considered in due course in connection 
with the proposed Private Forest’s Bill. 

6. The cost rate of the operations works out at Rs. 230 a square mile and 
the total expenditure is less by over four lakhs of rupees than the original 
estimate. Imperial revenues bear one-fourth of the cost and on account of the 
poverty of the district all charges under the head “contributions to leave and 
pension allowances of gazetted officers” have been remitted. In addition the 
Secretary of State in his despatch No. Revenue-106, dated the 5th July 1907, 
agreed that any deficit the share of the cost realizable from the landlords and 
the tenants up to a margin of 2} lakhs of rupees should be debited to Imperial 
Funds. At the rates fixed it is estimated that the deficit will amount to 
Rs. 1,40,000. The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Government of India 
will consider these results satisfactory. 


7. His Honour is confident that the Government of India will read the 
report with much interest, and trusts that they will concur in his opinion that 
haat Lister and Reid deserve great credit for the excellent work done by 
them. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient scrvant, 
J. F. GRUNING, 


Secretary to Government. 


1 80 G P.(R. & G.) No. 87--1844+1—8-7-1912—W. RB. 


No. 932—280-2. 


Fro 
THE HON’BLE Mr. E. D. MACLAGAN, C.S.I., 1.6.8, 
SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 
To 
THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BIHAR AND ORISSA, REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 
Simla, the 9th August 1912. 
Srp, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1701, 
dated the 5th July 1912, forwarding acopy of the Final Report of the 
Survey and Scttlement operations in the district of Ranchi. The Government 
of India agree with the Local Government in considering the results of 
the operations to be of a satisfactory character, and concur in the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s opinion regarding the excellent work done by Messrs. Lister 
and Reid. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient Servant, 


E. D. MACLAGAN, 
Secretary. 


B, & 0, GP. (R. & G.) No, 49--180--27-9-1913, 
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